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)  PREFATORY  REMARKS. 

\  In  presenting  this  number,  my  second  attempt  of  a  ''Peoria  Directory,"  ' 
)or  Record  of  Events,  &c.,  I  will  not  disguise  the  gratification  it  affords^ 
)  me  to  observe  the  flattering  manner  in  v/liich  my  first  was  received  by  ( 

the  pubhc,  and  the  approval  of  the  work  (together  with  my  subsequent 
)  Annual  Sheet)  by  distinguished  men  in  our  city  and  elsewhere,  as  it  J 
'found  its  way  abroad.     The  improvements  and  additions  which  have 
(been  introduced  in  this,  will,  it  is  hoped,  meet  with  general  approbation 
'  and  ensure  its  continuance  of  public  favor;  they  will  be  readily  seen  by  J 
I  a  glance  at  its  contents.  i 

At  this  time,  when  the  all-engrossing  theme  of  public  and  private ' 
'speculation  is  "California  Gold"  and  the  dimes,  it  may  be  hazardous  in] 
,me  to  introduce  this  undertaking  of  a  Book,  to  vie  with  the  periodicals  ( 
'  of  the  day,  or  any  of  the  ''Offerings,"  with  their  gold  edges  or  gilded ' 
'  bindings,  with  the  expectation  of  arresting  attention  in  outward  appear- 

ance,  for,  as  the  poet  has  sung — 

"Dimes  and  dollars,  dollars  and  dimes, 
Poverty  is  the  worst  of  crimes." 

I  stand  convicted  for  the  want  of  dimes  to  make  it  externally  glitter- 
ing, but  ''all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,"  neither  are  all  thdooks  bound  in" 
gilt  worth  much  more  than  their  binding.     I  have,  however,  spared  no/ 
pains  in  endeavoring  to  procure  for  insertion  in  my  Record,  all  the  in- 
formation which  ought  to  have  a  place  in  a  work  of  this  kind;  but  it  is' 
'  not  so  full  and  perfect  as  I  am  desirous  to  have  it;  such  omissions  are  to , 
I  be  attributed  to  no  lack  of  energy  on  my  part,  but  rather  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  obtaining  the  desired  information. 

I  have  expended  some  time,  all  must  acknowledge;  and  the  inquiry  J 
.naturally  arises,  and  I  have  often  been  asked,  ''Where  do  you  get  those  i 
I  facts?"  I  cannot  give  you  the  details,  but  it  is  enough  that  you  have' 
Ithem,  so  that  they  may  be  transmitted  to  posterity.  If  the  past  thirty, 
years,  under  so  many  disadvantages,  has  witnessed  the  developments  ( 
I  now  before  us,''what  will  the  next  generation  bring  forth?  If  we  bear' 
)  in  mind  the  basis  on  Avhich  the  past  growth  has  taken  place,  reflect  on 
/  the  starting  point  thirty-one  years  since,  compared  with  the  vantage  i 
ground  which  we  now  occupy,  can  any  imagination  in  its  boldest  flight' 
exceed  the  reality?  Will  not  facts  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  outstrip! 
Taney?  For  who,  among  our  "oldest  inhabitants,"  fifteen  or  twenty  ( 
I  years  ago,  would  have  dared  to  predict  what  we  now  realize  in  Peoria?  i 
'  They  have  become  the  wonders  of  history.  Could  those  who  first  came  1 
I  to  Peoria,  and  took  up  their  abode  on  the  banks  of  our  beautiful  lake,  ( 
)  could  they  ever  have  dreamed  of  a  future  so  glorious  for  this  county  and  | 
\  vicinity  as  that  future  has  since  proved?  Nor  can  we,  with  all  the  ad- ' 
vantages  we  now  enjoy,  of  commerce  and  telegraphic  improvements,  \ 
measure  the  greatness  we  may  attain  by  the  Oquawka  Railroad,  plank ! 
roads,  and  other  improvements  in  contemplation.  Who  can  tell  what  ^ 
we  may  attain  in  the  next  thirty  years  of  Peoria's  history?  Conjecture 
is  staggered  at  the  prospect,  and  dares  not  attempt  an  estimate. 


%.&  y  oo 


In  collec;ing  these  cursory  "Scraps  of  Histoi}'-,"  I  have  ventured  t 

jpresent  the  details  of  some  mining  operations  in  a  field  but  little  noticec 

>till  recently,  (like  the  gold  mines  of  California,)  but  which,  v.dth  a  rea 

>sonable  amount  of  patient  toil,  may  be  made  to  yield  abundantly,     j 

[few  there  are,  however,  who  yet  remain  as  links  between  the  past  an 

present — links  which  are  snapping  year  by  year,  and  month  by  montl 

'  and  with  them  are  vanishing  the  historic  circumstances  of  by-gone  day 

\  and  years,  Avhen  the   ]5rairies  and  bluffs  of  the   Illinois,  in  and  aboi 

Peoria,  were  inhabited  by  the  Red  Man,  and  on  the  margin  of  our  beat 

tiful  lake,  here  and  there,  "solitary  and  alone,"  stood  the  log  hamlet  ( 

the  pioneers  in  the  '•[far  west," 

My  principal  aim  in  this  production  is  the  preservation  of  the  memorials  of  son 
I  of  our  city's  history,  institutions,  &c,  I  have,  since  the  publication  of  my  Directoi 
,  in  184-t,  annually  kept  up  a  synopsis  of  our  improvements  by  a  small  sheet  under  tl: 
title  of  Peoria  Annual  Record,  or  Brown's  Statistics.  I  have  now  attempted  a  muc 
more  useful  periodical,  in  a  different  form,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public,  an 
intend  to  continue  the  publication  of  similar  researches,  from  time  to  time,  annuall; 
with  an  Ahnanac  for  each  year,  with  a  hope  also  of  enlisting  others  to  collect  fac 
and  details  concerning  such  institutions  as  remain  to  be  noticed  not  only  in  our  cil 
'  and  county,  but  such  as  will  be  of  use  to  the  citizens  of  our  State.  The  co-operatic 
'  of  any  one  who  may  take  an  interest  in  matters  of  this  character  is  solicited,  in  co 
lecting  whatever  may  tend  to  throw  light  upon  the  past,  as  well  as  to  observe  authei 
tic  memorials  of  the  present,  connected  with  the  Ancient  or  Modern  History  < 
Peoria  that  shall  in  any  way  tend  to  illumine  the  path  and  enlighten  the  labors  ( 
the  future  historian,  will  be  duly  appreciated.  These  are  the  main  oljjects  of  th 
work,  although  other  departments  have  been  embodied,  so  as  to  be  in  keeping  wit 
its  title  and  the  wants  of  the  public. 

I  have  attempted  the  publication  of  this  Record  and  History  from  a  decided  coi 
,  viction  that  such  a  work  will  be  useful  to  the  people  of  the  city,  county  and  State;  an 
I  should  I  be  encouraged,  I  intend  hereafter  to  make  it  a  Book  of  References,  eouimi 
nicating  much  valuable  information  to  men  of  business  and  "the  rest  of  mankindj 
The  utility  of  such  a  book  must  be  manifest  to  all,  as  has  been  abundantly  tested  i 
other  States.     Of  its  merits  and  its  claims  to  patronage,  the  public  must  judge.     U 
wearied  efforts  and  untiring  labor  have  been  exerted  to  make  it  what  it  is,  and  wh 
it  is,  with  all  its  imperfections,  is  stamped  upon  its  face.     That  it  is  entirely  free  fro 
errors,  is  not  expected;  but  it  is  believed  to  be  as  correct  as,  in  the  nature  of  thing 
it  is  possible,  in  the  first  instance,  to  make  such  a  book,  out  of  an  unorganized  ma 
of  inaterials,  collected  from  every  quarter,  oral  and  written.     Undoubtedly,  mai 
omissions  will  be  observed  of  matters  necessary  to  give  completeness  to  the  work, 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  those  who  may  notice  errors  or  omissions,  the  sum 
their  knowledge  for  future  use,  there  being  wisdom,  generally,  in  a  ''multitude 
counsellors." 

I  am  indebted  to  many  of  the  public  officers  of  our  city,  as  well  as  to  the  "oldt 
inhabitants,"  for  many  favors  and  much  valuable  information.  I  deem  it  a  gratif 
ing  duty  from  me  to  the  business  portions  of  Peoria,  to  say  a  word  with  respect  to  t 
reception  which  they  gave  my  former  efforts  to  serve  them  in  this  way;  but  from  t 
reasonable,  charitable  portion  of  the  public,  I  have  received  every  allowance  for 
having  performed  merely  a  stupendous  difficulty,  but  even  an  utter  impassibility, 
the  insuperable  difficulty  of  getting  up  such  a  work,  many  are  aware;  though  still 
I  greater  number  are  not,  neither  can  they  be  without  trial. 

I      With  these  remarks,  and  with  the  hope  that  this  little  Manual  will  receive  sufticie 

'  patronage  to  remunerate  me  fir  the  grent  lab;ir  and  expense  which  has  attended 

I  publication,  and  induce  its  continuance  hereafter,  it  is  now  submitted  to  the  decisi 

of  the  public,  very  respectfully,  by  the  publisher. 

Peoria,  December,  ISJO.  S.  DB  WITT  DROWN. 


SCLIPSBS    FOR    1851.  I 

Thert?  wiil  be  four  e;'lipses  this  year,  two  of  the  Sun  and  two  of  the  Moon. 
The  first  wiil  be  of  tie   Moon,  on  the    17ta  of  January,  at    llli.   in  the 
morning,  and,  therefore,  to  us  invisible. 

The  second  will  be  of  the  Sun,  at  the  change  of  the  moon,  on  the  morning 
of  the  ist  oi  February,  just  after  midnight,  and,  of  course,  invisible. 

This  will  be  a  central  eclipise,  seen  from  the  Indian  Ocean  and  N.  Holland. 
The  third  will  be  of  the  Moon,  partly  on  the  liith  and  partly  on  the  13th 
of  July,  and  visible  as  follows: 

Beginning.  July  1 '2th,     .    .   1  Ih.  50m.,  evening  meantime. 
';  Middle  of  the  eclipse,  13th      1      21         morning.  < 

End  of  the  eclipse,  .  ...     '2     HZ  "  * 

Duration, 3       3  5 

Magnitude  of  the  eclipse,  (Moon's  diameter  =  1 )  0.706  on  the  southern  limb.  ? 

The  fourth  and  last  will  be  of  tlie  Sun,  on  the  morning  of  the  CSlh  of  July  ;  < 

visible  as  follows  :  ' 

Beginning  of  tho  eclipse,  ....  6h.  SOra.,  mean  time.  ] 

Greatest  obscuration, 7         9  ' 

End  of  thG  eclipse, 7      54  ' 

Duration, 1       .34  » 

Magnitude  of  the  eclipse,   (The  Sun's  diameter  bfing^:=l)  0.29,  on   the  $ 

Sun's  northern  limb.  J 

The  Sun  will  be  totally  eclipsed  at  noon  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Ir  latitude  { 

090  54'  north,  and  longitude  33^  45'  west.  ' 

MOVABLE     FESTIVALS.  5' 

Septuagesima  Sunday, Feb.      1  fi  J 

Quinquagesima,  or  vShrove  Sunday, March     3  J 

Ash  Wednesday,  1st  day  in  Lent, March    5  i> 

Mid-Lent  Sunday, March  30  J 

Palm  Sunday, April    13  J 

Easter  Sunday, April    20  } 

Low  Sunday, April    27  ' 

Rogation  Sunday, May     25  ' 

Ascension  Day,  or  Holy  Thursday, May     29  ' 

Whit  Sunday,  or  Penteeost, June       8  J 

Trinity  Sunday, June     15  J 

Corpus  Christi  Day, June     1  9  ' 

Advent  Sunday, Nov.     SO  ' 

EMBER    DA^S.  I 

1.  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  1st  Sunday  in  Lent;  March  J 
12th,  14th,  and  loth.  J 

2.  Wednesday,  Friday,  and   Saturday  after  Pentecost;  June   11th,  13th,  ' 
and  14th.  I 

3.  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the   14th  of  September;   17th,  / 
19lh,  and  20th.  j 

4.  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  third  Sundaj'  in  Advent ;  ' 
December  17th,  19th,  and  20th.  I 

CHRONOLOGICAL     CITCLSS.  { 

Dominical  letter,    . E       Solar  Cycle, 12  > 

E pact  (Moon's  age  Jan.  1),.  .    .    .  *^8       Roman  Indiction, 9  } 

Lunar  Cycle, 9       Julian  Period, 6564  'f 


!  SIQ?JS  OF  THE  ZOIUAC,   NAMES  OF  THE  PLANETS,   ETC. 

Or,  Anatomy  of  a  Mail's  Body,  according  to  the  vulgar  AsironQm,y  of  ilie 

Ancients. 

<y  Governs  the  Face  and  Head. 

1 


H 
Arms. 


Heart* 


Reii 


Tliighs 


^ej^^. 


Keck. 


Breast 


Bowels 


si. 


V5' 
Knees, 


X  Feet. 


&pTmg 


Suni'er 
Signs. 


Narrire-s  and  Characters  of  the  Twelve  Signs  of  the  Zodiac. 
'^  Aries,  the  Ram. 
«  Taurus,  the  Bull. 
n  Gemini,  the  Twins. 

4.  25  Cancer,  the  Crab. 

5.  ^  Leo,  the  Lion. 
S.  nj  Virgo,  the  Virgin. 


Aut'm 
Signs. 

Winter 

Signs.    ' 


7.  ic=  Libra,  the  Ealanee. 

8.  TTj^  Scorpio,  the  Scorpion. 

9.  /  Sagittarius,  Archer. 
'  1 0.  ■'yTj  Capricornus,the  Goat. 

1 1.  'Xi  Aquarius,  Waterman. 

12.  >£  Pisces,  the  Fishes. 


Names  and  Characters  qf  the  Planets,  <S)-c. 


O  The  Sun. 
@  The  Earth. 
®i)©©®  Moon. 
^   Mercury. 
?   Venus. 


/   Mars. 
II  Jupiter. 
^   Saturn. 
't'  Herschel. 
d  Conjunction. 


8  Opposition. 
d.  h.  m.  Day,  hour,  min. 
M.  E.  Morning,  Even'g. 
°  '  Degrees,  minutes. 
N.  S.  E.  W.  Car.  Points. 


The  Calculations  of  this  Almanac  are  for  Mean  Clock  Time,  except  the 
JiMng  and  Sotting  of  the  Sun,  which  is  given  in  Apparent  Time. 


••■w^agi 


First  Month,       JANUARY,    1851, 


has  31  days. 


I     Proverbs — I.  The 

|mo^*t  disiingiiished  rneu 

^        \o\    all    ages    hHve    liad 

Sv^  jtlieir  imperleciions.     2. 

~  ^   Auiich  yoirrself  lo  good 

\.S-*v."V^\'  '  ^L  '      '      fotripaiiy,  and  you  will 

i'j^K^  1  — "Js   St^jsV'^   ^'^  respecu-d  as  otio  oi 


© 


IT 

M. 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Moan's   Phai-es. 
New  Moon,    2J.    4h.  44m.,  Morn.  I  0  Full  Moon,  17J.  10h.42ni 
First  Quar.,  lOd.  lOh.  Sim.,  Morn.  |  ^  Last  Quar.,  24(1    Ok.  17m 
O  New  Moon,  3 Id.  at  Midniglit. 

Aspecln  of  Planets,  and 


Mora. 
Morn. 


other  Miscellanies. 


:^  6®   ^'3<2  17' South 
Clear  and  cold. 
Pleasant. 
©-[5   Thaiu. 
ijl  Stationary. 
"g  Apogee.  Epiphany. 
Sleet  and  snow. 
?    Stationary. 
Aldebaran  So.  9h.  2ni. 

h  6e)    O  Sets  50  s. 
Rain. 

1st  Sun.  af.  Epiphany. 
?    In  Perihelion. 
Slight  fall  of  snow. 
Sirius  South  lOh  4Sm. 
Cloudy 

®  Eclipsed,  invisible. 
f)  Perigee  ®  Q 
2d  Sun.  af.  Epiphany, 
^l  cold  storm. 
?  at  great  brilliancy. 
Very  high  winds. 
Sirius  South  10.  12. 
®  lat.  50  18'  North. 
Fair  weather. 
3d  Sun.  af.  Epiphany. 
Warm  and  pleasant. 
Rain. 

Light  snow, 
^6®     Thaw. 
Guy  Fawks  ex.  1606. 


Ri^e-t 


o 

Sets 


39 
39 
40 
41 
41 
42 
42 
43 
i  43 
4  44 
45 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
49 
50 
50 
51 


South 


\r  4  s. 


11  26!  Sets. 


E.  18 


5  13 

6  0 

6  58 

7  50 

8  58 

9  53 
53I1O  48 
35  11  43 


App.  !20 


57 

40| 

26 
10 


7  4  52 
7  4  53 
64  53 
5:4  54 
4  4  55 
3i4  56 


6  17  Morn 


7    3 

7  50 

8  4! 

9  38 

10  37 

11  38 


0  40 

1  39 

2  40 

3  45 

4  40 

5  56 


Morn  Rises 

0  39!  6  34 

1  40|  7  45 

2  39    8  52 

3  34  10    0 

4  2841     8 

5  2o|Morn 

6  8'  0  14 

6  581   1  24 

7  48 

8  36 

9  25 
10  15 


2  19 

3  16 


11     4 
11  53 


Sets. 


V3  3 
16 
28 

CK-  9 
21 

X  3 
14 
27 

T  8 
20 

«  3 
16 
29 

ni4 

28 


4  17:21 

4  45|23 

5  13: 23 

40i24 

7i25 
33  26 


0 


7  23 

7  49 

8  13 

8  36 

9  0 
9  21 
9  45 


gsi2;l0    4\ 

27il0  23 

ai3;io  42, 

25jll     0 
n)^13:ll  10 

25  11  37 
=-=1111  53 

24  12 
nx,   8  12  23, 

21J12  37 
t    4J12  50 
13    4 
13  16 


18 

V3  0 

12 

24 

5 


13  26 
13  36 
13  4a 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17  I 
18 
19  i 


Second  Month,     FEBRUARY,    1851,    has  2^  days. 


Proverbs.--!.    In 

arduous  and  trying  cir- 
cuinslances  preserve 
equaiiimity ;  and  in 
prosperous  hours,  re- 
strain the  ebniitions  ol^ 
excessive  joy.  2  War 
is  death's  jest. 


Aloon's  P liases. 

First  Quar.,  9J.  Oh.  S.'im.,  Morn.       |  ©  Full  Moon,  15d.  9h.  28m.  Eve. 

(M  Lust  Cellar.,  22lI.  oh.  i^Sm.  Five. 


D. 

D. 

Aapedsof  Planets,  and 

0 

0 

D 

D 

Tj 

E.ofT. 

'  0. 

M. 

W. 

other  Miscellanies. 

6  58 

Set:. . 
5     '2 

South. 
K.  39 

5  52 

.%??.s- 

~AdI 

s. 

1 

s 

O  Eclipsed  invisible, 

V. 

13  s;-: 

20 

2 

E 

®  Apogee. 

6  57 

5     S 

I  23 

6  43 

29 

14     2 

21 

3 

M 

A  snow  sturm. 

6  56 

5     4 

2     8 

7  40 

Xll 

14    8 

22 

4 

r 

Rain  and  snow. 

6  55 

5     5 

2  42 

8  39 

24 

14  13 

23 

5 

w 

Variable. 

6  54 

5     6 

3  32 

9  :.7 

T    £ 

14  20 

24 

6 

T 

^6®  ^M. 

0  53 

5     7 

4  16 

10  34 

17 

[4  23 

25 

7 

F 

U  Stat,   i)  lat.  50  1 6^  S. 

6  52 

5     8 

5     0 

11  30 

•J  9 

14  26 

26 

8 

S 

Fair. 

3  51 

5     9 

5  45 

Moni 

«11 

14  29 

27 

9 

E 

Septuagesimo  Sun. 

G  50 

.1  JO 

6  32 

0  32 

24 

14  31 

28 

10 

M 

Very  pleasant. 

8  i\} 

5  11 

7  24 

I  34 

n  7 

14  32 

29 

11 

T 

Capella  South  7h.  35in. 

6  48 

5  12 

8  2n 

2  35 

2! 

14  3-2 

30 

12 

W 

Fair  and  cold. 

6  47 

5  12 

9  17 

3  36 

23    5 

14  32 

31 

13 

T 

Signs  of  a  storm. 

6  4  6 

5  14 

10  17 

4  3( 

20 

14  31 

1 

14 

F 

%  Q  More  rain . 

()  44 

5  16 

11  18 

5  20 

SI    5 

14  29 

2 

15 

S 

'^  Perigee.    ^  gr.  elon. 

6  4-! 

5  18 

Morn 

Rise?: 

20 

14  25 

3 

16 

E 

Pleasant. 

T)  41 

5  19 

0  19 

6  35 

"):    5 

14  22 

4 

17 

M 

?  d  ^       ?  5°  © 

6  41) 

5  2(i 

1  17 

7  24 

20 

14  17 

5 

18 

T 

Warm  and  pleasant  for 

6  39 

5  21 

2  IH 

9  17 

-=    5 

14  13 

6 

19 

W 

two  days. 

6  37 

5  2:^ 

3     9 

10  12 

20 

14    7 

7 

20 

T 

f)  Lat.  50  ]  4'  North. 

6  36 

5  24 

4     0 

11  11 

"l    4 

14    0 

8 

21 

F 

More  agreeahle  weather 

6  35 

5  25 

4  53 

Morn 

18 

13  52 

9 

22 

S 

for  several  days. 

8  34 

5  26 

5  43 

0  20 

/    1 

13  45 

10 

23 

E 

Sexigesima    Sun.     Bat. 

6  32 

5  28 

6  33 

1  20 

14 

13  37 

11 

24 

M 

of  Buena  Vista,  '46. 

6  31 

5  29 

7  23 

2  18 

27 

13  28 

12 

25 

T 

Windy. 

6  30 

5  30 

8  12 

3  12 

yj  9 

13  19 

13 

26 

W 

?  c^f)      ?   ]0  35^N. 

6  29 

5  31 

9    0 

4    0 

21 

13     9 

14 

27 

T 

®S    Thaw. 

6  28 

5  32 

9  48 

4  46 

ZX  3 

12  58 

15 

28 

F 

^  6§)   Cloudy. 

8  27 

5  33 

10  36 

5  26 

14 

12  48  16 

Venus  will  be  Morning  Star  until  the  11th  day  of  October,  then  Evening 
Star  the  remainder  of  the  year. 


Third  Month, 


MARCH,    1851 


has  31  days^  \ 


Proverbs.— 1.  An  > 

fivil  man  seeketh  only  J 
rebellion  ;  therefore  a  , 
cruel  messenger  shall  t 
be  sent  against  him. —  { 
i.  He  that  deviseth  to  \ 
do  evil  shall  lie  called  ' 
a  mischievous  person.     { 


Moon's   Phases. 


New  Moon,    2 J.  7h.  14in.,  Eve. 
First  Quar.,  lOd.  3h.  44m  ,  Eve. 


©  Full  :\roon,  I7cl. 
®  Last  Quar.,  24d. 


7h  18m.  Mom. 
7h.  25in.  Morn. 


O 

M. 

~T 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Aspects  of  F lands,  andl 
other  Miscellanies. 


(g  Apogee. 

Quinquagcsima  Sunday. 

Hard  wind  and  slight 
rain. 

Ash  W.  1st  day  of  Lent 
Lat.  50  8'  S.    I?  c^  (g 

Rain  and  snow. 

Clear  and  cool. 

1st  Sunday  in  Lent. 

Variable. 

Warm  but  windy. 

Pleasant. 

(©Q    Thaiv. 

Agreeable  weather  for 
several  days. 

2d  S.  in  Lent,     if)  Peri- 

St.  Patrick's  day.     [gee. 

216^     2/  S''  2S'  S. 

ID  Lat.  50  6'  N. 

O  On  Equator  11  18 
evening. 

Newton  died  1727. 

3d  Sunday  in  Lent. 

Furious  wind  and  con- 
siderable rain. 

(iQ    Cool. 

Pleasant. 

1®  Apogee. 

i  6m     $  lo51'N. 

4th  Sunday  in  Lent. 

Windy. 


Fourth  Month, 


AP  RIL,    1851, 


has  30  days. 


Proverbs.— l.Tlie 

house  of  the  wicked 
shall  be  overthrown  ; 
but  the  tabernacle  of 
the  upright  shalJ  flour- 
ish. 2.  There  is  a  way 
which  seemeth  right  to 
a  man;  but  the  end  is 
death. 


Moon's  Phases. 


(New  Moon,    Id,  Oh.  32m.  Eve. 
)  First  Quar.,     9il.  Ih.    2m.,  Morn. 


^  Full  Moon,  l.'itl.  4h.  35ni.  Eve. 
(^  Last  Quar.,  'Zid.  Oh.  58m.  Mern. 


D. 

M. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


Aspects  of  Planets,  and 
other  Miscellanies 


?  in  23    All  fouk  diiy 
J  in  sup.  J  O 

V  d  ©  -  -  -  ^i'  4049'  N 

f)  Lat.  5<»  South. 

Windy. 

5th  Sun.  in  I.eut. 

Yariahh, 

USO  Pleasant. 

Warm  for  the  season . 

i)  Q Pittsburg  fire '45,@ 

Fair,  with  altsmaiiont, 

of  sunshine  and  shade 

Palm  Sunday.  iJDPerigee 

Rain  with  a  little  wind. 

f)  Lat.  50  N.  Warm. 
Regulus,  So.  8.  15. 
Cold  nights  and  windy. 
More  agreeable  weather 
Easter  Sunday. 
Hard  wind  and  slight 
rain. 

iS,  ® 

More  pleasant. 
jf)  Apogee.    Moselle  ex- 
[ploded,  1838. 

1st  Sun.  af.  Easter. 
^   Great.  Elongation. 

Pi6€)---  ^30  56'N. 
Cloudy  and  cool. 


o 

Rises 


o 

Sets 


6  15 
6  1 
6  17 
6  1 
0  20 
6  21 
0  22 
6  23 
6  25 
6  26 
6  27 
6  29 

5  30 

6  31 
6  32 
6  33 
6  34 
6  36 
6  37 
6  38 
G  39 
6  40 
6  42 
8  43 
6  44 
6  45 
6  46 
6  47 


South. 

E.  14 

0  57 

1  40 

2  26 

3  14 
4 
4 

5  56 

6  5 

7  5 

8  47 

9  44 

10  40 

11  32 
M  orn 

0  24 

1  17 


1216  48 
116  49 


7  16 

8  1 

8  46 

9  28 
10  10 

10  53 

11  37 


R.^S. 


Sets 

7  19 

8  19 

9  19 

10  19 

11  1 
Morn 

0  13 

1  12 

2  10 

3  0 

3  37 

4  22 

5  0 
Rises 

7  45 

8  50 

9  53 

10  52 

11  48 
Morn 

0  38 


i 
^ 


Sets 


Til 
24 

«  6 
1 

n  1 

14 

28 

2511 

25 

a  9 

23 

71JJ  8 

22 

22 

"l  7 
21 

i  5 
18 

VJ  1 
14 
26 

«*  8 

20 
X  2 

14 

26 
T  8 

20 
8  2 


"AddT  S. 


4 
3 

2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

0  50 
0  34 
0  18 
0  3 
Suh. 
0  26 
0  40 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

11  \ 

12  J 

13  I 

14  i 

15  j 

16  I 
17^ 
18  J 


{  Fifth  Montfi, 


MAY,   1851 


has  31  days' 


*»£^ 


Proverbs.~l.When 
a  man's  ways  please 
the  Lord,  he  niaketh 
even  his  enemies  to  be 
at  peace  with  him.  2. 
A  tool's  moutli  is  his 
destruction,  and  his  lips 
the  snare  of  his  soul. 


Moon's   Phases.  \ 

@  New  Moon,  Id.  3h.    Om.,  Morn.  \ 

(||}First  Quar.,    8d.  7h.  33m.,  Morn.  I  ®  LastQuar.,  22d.  7h.    4m.,  Eve.  } 

©  Full  Moon,  15d.  2h.     5ni.,  Mom.  j  ©  New  Moon,  30d.  2h.  46m.,  Eve.   j 


Aspects  of  Planeii;  and 
other  Miscellanies. 


Sub. 


D. 

U. 

M. 

w. 

1 

T 

2 

F 

3 

S 

4 

E 

5 

M 

6 

T 

7 

W 

8 

T 

9 

F 

10 

S 

11 

E 

12 

M 

13 

T 

14 

W 

15 

T 

16 

F 

17 

S 

18 

E 

19 

M 

20 

T 

21 

W 

22 

T 

23 

F 

24 

S 

25 

E 

26 

M 

27 

T 

28 

W 

29 

T 

30 

F 

31 

S 

0      O 
Rises   Sets. 


6  58 
6  59 
0 


Dryden  died  1700.  5  10|6  50 

'^  (i<§)     Moveahle,and5     8J6  52 

unsettled  weather.       §     7  6  53 
2d  Sun.  aft.  Easter.  5     6  6  54 

Now  look  out  forhaily  5     5  6  55 
®  ^  @  or  a      )     4J6  56 

slight  fall  of  sixovo.    t»     3i6  57 
?  c$  O  BatPaleAlto  '46  5     2 
Warm.  5     1 

f)  Perigee.  5     0 

2/  c^  ®  -  -  2/  8»  87'  S.  4  59 
Fair  iveather.  4  58 

f)  Lat.  50  2'  N.  4  57 

Goolfor  tJie  season.        4  57 
Pleasant.  4  56 

Light  winds  from   ih&4:  55 

S.  E.  with  rain.  4  54 
4th  Sunday  aft.  Easter.  4  53 
Now  elear  and  eool.  4  52 
f)^@  Lafayette  d.  '34. 4  51 
Rain,  4  51 

Very  muddy.  4  50  7 

©Apogee.  Fair.  4  49,7  11 

Warm  and  pleasant.  4  48 17  12 
Rogations.  5th.af.East.  4  48  7  13 
$  6e"-t  4°21'N.447|7  13 
i)  Lat.  60  6'  S.  4  46}7  14 

Cold.  4  46,7  14 

Holy  Thursday  or  As-    4  45|7  15 

cension  day.  f      4  44j7  161 

Wet  under  foot.  4  43|7  16' 


v 
South. 


E.  22 

1  10 

2  1 

2  56 

3  52 

4  49 

5  48 

6  43 

7  36 

8  30 

9  21 

10  12 

11  5 
11  57 
Morn 

0  50 


43 
36 
28 
20 
9 
56 
40 
22 
8  6 

8  48 

9  31 

10  16 

11  3 
11  54 
E.  48' 


tj 

1) 

R.SfS 

Si^;ns 

7  4 

15 

8  5 

28 

9  5 

nil 

10  5 

24 

11  4 

25  8 

12  0 

22 

Morn 

SI  6 

0  54 

20 

1  35 

TT^  4 

2  14 

18 

3  2 

-=  2 

3  31 

17 

4  2 

^    1 

4  32 

15 

Rises 

29 

8  40 

/13 

9  36 

26 

10  28 

V3   9 

11  20 

22 

Morn 

'Wl/   ^ 

0  6 

16 

0  44 

28 

1  15 

xio 

1  48 

22 

2  18 

T   4 

2  52 

16 

3  22 

28 

3  54 

«11 

4  22 

24 

Sets. 

n  7 

8  1 

20 

0 
7 
14 
21 
26 
31 
36 
40 
43 
47 
50 
51 
52 
53 
5 

53 
53 
51 
49 
46 
43 
39 
34 
3  29 
3  24 
18 
12 
5 
58 
50 
42 


19  { 

20  } 

21  5 

22  \ 

23  I 

24  I 

25  J 

26  I 
27 
28 
29 
30  * 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7  \ 
8 

9  I 
10  I 

12  \ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 


I  Sixth  Month, 


JUNE,    1851, 


--« 


has  30  days. 


Proverbs.~l.The 
heart  of  him  that  haih 
understanding  seeketh 
knowledge  ;  but  the 
mouth  of  tools  feedeth 
on  foolishness.  2.  An 
ungodly  man  diggeth 
up  evil;  and  in  his  lips 
there  is  a  burning  fire. 


Moon's  Phases 

§)  First  Quar.,    6d.  Oh.  27m.  Eve. 
©  Full  Moon,  13d.  Oh.  44m.,  Evo. 


Last   Quar.,  2 Id.  Oh.  34m,,  Eve.      i 
New  Moon,  29d.  Ok.  24m.  Morn     ' 


D 

D. 
W. 

E 

Aspects  of  Plcmets,  and 
other  Miscellanies. 

0 

Rises 

0 
Sets. 

D 
South. 

R.SfS 

Signs 

E.ofT 

0. 

s. 

20 

M. 

Sub. 

1 

Sunday  after  Ascension 

4  43 

7  17 

1  45 

9     1 

15    4 

2  33 

2 

M 

Fair  and    warm 

4  43 

7  17 

2  44 

10    2 

18 

2  24 

21 

3 

T 

©  a>  ® 

4  42 

7  18 

3  42 

11     0 

a  3 

2  14 

22 

4 

W 

Light  raiti 

4  42 

7  18 

4  40 

11  49 

16 

2     5 

23 

5 

T 

jf)  Perigee. 

4  41 

7  19 

5  35 

Morn 

30 

1  54 

24, 

G 

F 

Spica  South  S  h.  16  m 

4  41 

7  19 

6  27 

0  30 

1117  14 

1  44 

25 

7 

S 

More  pleasant. 

4  40 

7  20 

7  16 

1     3 

'^29 

1  33 

26  \ 

8 

E 

Whit  Sun.  or  Pentecost. 

4  40 

7  20 

8     7 

1  36 

-13 

1  22 

'21  \ 

9 

M 

©  Lat.  50  9'  N. 

4  40 

7  20 

8  58 

2     9 

27 

1  11 

28  : 

10 

r 

^  Stationary.       \Yurm 

4  39 

7  21 

9  47 

2  42 

"111 

1     0 

29; 

11 

w 

Ember  day. 

4  39 

7  21 

10  40 

3  21 

25 

0  48 

30  ; 

12 

T 

Warm  for  several  day 

1  39 

7  21 

11  31 

4    0 

f    8 

0  36 

31  1 

1:3 

F 

\    with  showers. 

4  88 

7  22 

.Morn 

Rises 

21 

0  24 

1  \ 

14 

S 

-j-    S.  and  clock  together . 

4  38 

7  22 

0  25 

8  17 

V3    4 

0  11 

3l 

15 

E 

I'rinity    Sunday. 

4  38 

7  22 

1  17 

9  10 

17 

.add. 

M 

16 

M 

f)  e,  © 

4  38 

7  22 

2  10 

10    0 

30 

0  14 

4 

17 

T 

Variable- 

4  37 

7  23 

3     0 

10  40 

C^-12 

0  27 

5; 

18 

W 

War  withEng.  1812. 

4  37 

7  23 

3  48 

11  16 

24 

0  39 

6  J 

19 

T 

Very  warm. 

4  37 

7  23 

4  36 

11  45 

X    6 

0  52 

l\ 

20 

F 

fi  Apogee. 

4  37 

7  23 

5  17 

Alorn 

18 

1     5 

8; 

21 

S 

Longest  day. 

4  37 

7  23 

6     ] 

0  19 

T   0 

1  18 

^\ 

22 

E 

1st  Sun.  af.  Trinity. 

t  37 

7  23 

6  43 

0  51 

12 

1  31 

10 

23 

M 

Pleasant. 

4  38 

7  22 

7  26 

1  23 

23 

1  43 

11  J 

24 

T 

©Lat.  5012' S.Tp  ^® 

4  38 

7  22 

8  18 

1  58 

«    G 

1  57 

12  i 

25 

W 

Dry  and  hot. 

4  38 

7  22 

8  57 

2  29 

19 

2  10 

13  f 

26 

T 

Appearance  of  rain. 

4  38 

7  22 

9  41 

2  53 

n  2 

2  23 

14  \ 

27 

F 

Battle  of  Mon.  1778; 

4  39 

7  21 

10  33 

3  27 

15 

2  35 

15  { 

28 

S 

Fair  weather. 

4  397  21 

11  30 

Sets 

29 

2  48 

16  J 

29 

E 

2d  Sunday  aft.  Trinity. 

4  39  7  21 

E.29 

8  44  9513 

3    0 

11  \ 

30 

iVI 

f)  Q    ® 

4  39  7  21 

1  29 

9  41      28 

3  12  18  j 

Seventh  Month, 


JULY,    1851 


has  31  days.   ' 


Proverbs. ~1.  The 

way  of  the  slothful  man 
is  as  a  hedge  of  thorns  : 
but  the  way  of  the  right- 
eous IS  made  plain.  2. 
Correction  is  grievoua 
unto  him  that  forsakelh 
the  wav. 


Moon's    Phases. 


®  First  Quar.,  5d.   5h.     8m.,  Eve. 
©  Full  Moon,  13d.  Ih.  1 4m.,  Morn. 


(©  Last  Quar,  21d.4h.  39m.,Mom. 
©  New  Moon,  2Sd.8h.  40m.,  .Morn. 


D 

D: 

M. 

W.\ 

1 

'1' 

2 

vv 

3 

r 

4 

F 

5 

s 

() 

E 

7 

M 

8 

r 

9 

\v 

10 

r 

U 

F 

12 

s 

i;^ 

E 

14 

M 

15 

r 

16 

w 

17 

T 

18 

F 

19 

s 

20 

E 

21 

M 

22 

T 

23 

W 

24 

T 

25 

F 

26 

S 

27 

E 

28 

M 

29 

T 

30 

W 

31 

T 

Aspects  of  Planets,  and 
other  Misctllanics. 


Q  Apogee. 

©  Perigee.  Hoi. 

Variable. 

Dec  oflndepend.  1776. 

^  c!  ®  -  -  -  ^  4°  9'  S. 

3d  Sunday  aft.  Trinity. 

Lat.  fto  13'  N. 
H:u;}i   winds  from    the 
S.  E.  accompanied  with 
Arcturus,  S.  9h.  4 in. 
L  ^ht  rain. 

Eciip.';.  invisible. 
4  til  Sun.af.Trin.5J.,  ^-j,g) 
Thunder  storm,  with 

hail. 
Ruin. 

3)   Apogee. 
Warm  but  icindij. 
Pleasant. 

.5th  Sund.  aft.  Trinity. 
®  Lat.  50  17' S. 
Pleasant. 
Dug-days  begin. 
Eng.tookGibralter,  1 704. 
Agreeable    weather  fur 

several  days. 
6th  S.  af.  Trin.  ®Q® 
O  Eel.  invisible. 
®  Perigee. Wilb'force,d. 
Hut.  [1833. 

Lyra,  S.  9h.  54m. 


.0 
Rises 


4  39 
4  39 
4  39 
4  40 
4  40 
4  40 
4  41 
4  41 
4  42 
4  42 
4  43 
4  43 
4  44 
4  45 
4  45 
4  46 
4  46 
4  47 
4  48 
4  48 
4  49 
4  50 
4  51 
4  51 
4  52 
4  53 
4  54 
4  55 
4  56 
4  57 
4  58 


0 

5J 

1) 

V. 

S.  ts. 

&»/A. 

R.<fr'S. 

Si^ns 
SI  12 

7  21 

2  29 

9  34 

7  21 

3  27 

10  17 

27 

7  21 

4  22 

10  57 

njjU 

7  20 

5  17 

11  34 

25 

7  20 

6     6 

iVIorn 

-10 

7  20 

6  56 

0  11 

24 

7  19 

7  44 

0  50 

n],   8 

7  19 

8  34 

1   17 

21 

7  18 

9  26 

1  56 

t    5 

7  18 

10  18 

2  40 

18 

7  17 

11  11 

3  30 

V5    1 

7  17 

Morn 

Rises 

14 

7  16 

0    2 

7  44 

28 

7  16 

0  54 

8  30 

iw    8 

7  15 

1  41 

9  25 

20 

7  15 

2  30 

9  55 

X    2 

7  14 

3  14 

10  21 

14 

7  14 

3  57 

10  47 

26 

7  13 

4  39 

11  10 

T    8 

7  12 

5  20 

11  49 

20 

7  12 

6     1 

Morn 

«    2 

7  11 

6  46 

0  24 

14 

7  10 

7  31 

0  50 

27 

7    9 

8  20 

1  20 

nio 

7     9 

-9  16 

2     8 

23 

7     8 

10  13 

3     3 

25    7 

7    7 

11  13 

4     4 

22 

7    6 

E.  13 

Sets. 

^  6 

7     5 

1  13 

8     8 

21 

7    4 

2  13 

8  58 

^   0 

7     3 

3  10 

9  32 

21 

E.ofr.i  0. 

Add   I  S. 


rr.  5 


3  24  19 
3  36  20 

47  21 

58 '22 
9  23 
19  24 
30  25 
39  26 

48  27 
57:28 

6  29 
14  30 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

6  10  11 

6  ll|l2 

6  12 

6  11 

6  11 

6  10 

0  8 

6  7J 

6  6 


Eighth  Month, 


Proverbs.  — 1.     He 

that  tiilelh  his  land 
shall  1)6  satisfied  with 
bread  :  but  he  that  Ibl- 
lowetli  vain  persons  is 
void  of  uiidursianding. 
3.  A  foolish  sou  is  the 
cainmitv  of  his  father. 


Moon's   Phases. 


®  First  Quar.,  3cl.  llh.     7m.,  Eve. 
©  Full  Moon,  lid.    3h.  42m.,  Eve. 


Last  Quar,    I9d.  6h.  5Sm.,    Eve. 
New  Moon,  26d.  4h.  19m.,  Eve. 


D. 

D. 

M. 

W. 

1 

F 

2 

S 

3 

H 

4 

M 

5 

T 

0 

W 

7 

T 

8 

F 

9 

S 

10 

E 

11 

M 

12 

T 

13 

W 

14 

1^ 

If) 

F 

16 

S 

17 

E 

18 

M 

J9 

T 

20 

W 

21 

T 

22 

F 

23 

S 

24 

E 

25 

M 

26 

T 

27 

W 

28 

T 

29 

F 

30 

S 

31 

E 

Aspects  of  Planets,  and 
other  Miscellanies. 


Q 

Rises 


4  59 

5  0 
1 

2 
3 
4 


Bat.  of  the  Nile  1778. 

2^d©--  2/  4-   19' S. 

7th  Sunday  aft.  Trinity. '5 

S)  Lat.  5°  15'  N.  5 

Hot  and  suliry. 

Election  in  G  States. 

Extremely  hot  iueaiher.\5 
Very  dry.^ 

@-®Q      Louis  Phillip' 5 

elected  king  of  F.  ISSO.'S 

Warm    with    frequent  5 

showers.  [5 

Plecumnt.  5 

Q   Apogee.     Napolc9n  5  12 
born  1769.  |5  13 

^j  Lat.  50  13'S.  15  1 

9th  Sund.  aft.  Trinity.    |5  15 
h  Stationary.  5   16 

Guerriere  frigate  t,  1812,5  17 

Ruin.  5  1 

V^ery  deai-  and  cool  for  5  20 
the  season.  5  21 

'S-  €>  Q  Pleasant)  5  22 

lOth  Sun.  after  Trinity.' 5  23 
Very  luarm.  5  24 

Q  Greatest  elongstion.    ^5  25 

(£)  Perigee.  ;5  26 

®  Lat.  .^o  10'  N.  1 5  28 

U  i(3  Variable!^  29 

War7n  and  pleasant.      i5  30 

lllth  Sun.  after  Trinity.  5  31 


O 

S:ts. 


7  1 
7  0 
6  59 
6  58 
6  57 
6  56 
6  65 
6  54 
6  53 
6  52 
6  51 
6  50 
6  49 
6  48 
6  47 
6  46 
6  45 
6  44 
6  43 
6  42 
641 
6  40 
6  39 
6  38 

5  37 

6  36 
6  35 
6  34 
6  32 
6  30 
6  29 


D 

South. 


4  0 

4  50 

5  41 

6  32 

7  22 

8  15 

9  5 
9  58 

10  48 

11  37 
Morn 

0  25 

1  9 

1  56 

2  37 

3  17 

3  58 

4  37 

5  25 

6  12 

7  1 

7  57 

8  54 

9  54 

10  54 

11  54 
E.  53 

1  50 

2  47 

3  41 

4  26 


<■-- 


5) 

•s, 

E.ofT. 

0.  J 

R.6f8. 

Sl'^ns 

Add 

S.I 
20  \ 

10  10 

^    6 

6  2 

10  48 

20 

5  58 

21  { 

11  17 

111,  4 

5  54 

22  ' 

Morn 

18 

5  49 

23  > 

0  4 

f    2 

5  44 

24  1 

0  39 

15 

5  38 

25  5 

1  22 

28 

5  32 

26  ' 

2  5 

yj  10 

5  24 

275 

2  52 

23 

5  17 

28  ; 

3  44 

^   5 

5  8 

29  1 

Rises 

17 

5  0 

30  \ 

7  49 

29 

4  50 

31  J 

8  22 

Xll 

4  40 

1  i 

8  51 

23 

4  29 

2j 

9  17 

T  4 

4  19 

3; 

9  48 

16 

4  7 

4  i 

10  9 

28 

3  55 

5; 

10  43 

«  10 

341 

6  { 

11  10 

23 

3  29 

7  J 

11  50 

n  5 

3  15 

^i 

Morn 

18 

3  0 

^l 

0  43 

05  2 

2  47 

l^J 

1  46 

16 

2  32 

11 

2  48 

30 

2  16 

12; 

3  52 

S114 

2  0 

13! 

Sets. 

30 

1  42 

U\ 

7  29 

Tl^lS 

I  26 

15  ( 

8  10 

30 

1  9 

16 

8  47 

=2.15 

0  50 

17 

9  29 

30 

0  36 

18  I 

10  0 

"114 

0  16 

19  \ 

t 

A 

Ninth  Month,    SEPTEMBER,    1851,    has  ^0  days. 

Proverbs.  ~1.     He 

Ihat  is  soon  angry 
dealeth  foolishly  ;  and 
a  man  of  wicked  de- 
;  vices  is  hated.  2.  The 
I  simple  inherit  folly:  but 
ihe  prudent  are  crown- 
ed with  knowledge. 


Idooii's    Fliases. 


\  ® 
}  © 


First  Quar.,  2d.  7h.  52m.,  Morn. 
Full  Moon,  lOd.  7h.  43in.,  Morn. 


(g  Last  Quar.,   18d.  7h.  28m.,  Mom. 
©  New  Moon,  25d.  Oh   10m.,  Morn. 


1- 

D. 

Aspects  of  Planets,  and 

0 

0 

I) 

D 

D 

E.ofT. 

\m. 

W. 

other  Miscellanies.      \ Rises 

Stts. 

South. 

R.SrS. 

Sig-ns 

Suh. 

\   1 

M 

Rain.                              J5  32 

6  28 

5  16 

10  28 

28 

0    3! 

\     2 

T 

French  ent.  Egypt,  180 1  5  33 

6  27 

6    8 

11  10 

^11 

0  22' 

\     3 

W 

Cromwell  died  165S.        5  35 

6  25 

7    0 

11  58 

24 

0  41' 

;   4 

T 

Cloudy  and  cool.             5  37 

6  23 

7  52 

Morn 

VJ    7 

1     0 

5     5 

F 

1st  Congress  met  1774.  5  38 

6  22 

8  43 

0  50 

20 

1  20 

;    6 

S 

Pleasant. 

5  39 

6  21 

9  32 

1  41 

AW       2 

1  39 

\    '^ 

E 

f)Q®     12thS.af.  T. 

5  40 

6  20 

10  21 

2  32 

14 

2     0; 

;    8 

M 

^   Statianary. 

5  42 

6  18 

11  10 

3  29 

26 

2  20 

{     9 

T 

Wijndy\b  43 

6  17 

11  50 

4  30 

X   8 

2  40! 

',   10 

VV 

®  Apogee.                       l5  44 

6  16 

Morn 

Rises 

19 

3          1; 

;  H 

T 

Bat.  Lake  Cham.  1814.  5  45 

6  15 

0  22 

7  13 

T    1 

3  22i 

;  12 

F 

®Lat.  5orN.               5  46 

6  H 

1  13 

7  46 

13 

3  43; 

;  13 

S 

Battle  at  Quebec  1759.  5  48 

6  12 

1  58 

8    9 

25 

4    4 

\   14 

E 

13th  Sun.  after  Trinity. '5  49 

G  11 

2  37 

8  40 

«    7 

4  25 

{  15 

M 

Very  ckar  and  cool.       5  50 

6  10 

3  20 

9    9 

19 

4  46 

J  16 

T 

Now  look  out  for  frost.  5  52 

6    8 

4    4 

9  48 

n  2 

5    7 

'/  17 

W  Ember  day. 

5  53 

6    7 

4  57 

10  32 

14 

5  28 

\  IB 

T  jBat.  Monterey,  1846. 

5  55 

6    5 

5  47 

11  25 

27 

5  49 

;  19 

F 

®  ^  c^                         t  5  57 

6    3 

6  40 

Morn 

gslO 

6  10 

',  20 

S 

®  Q  @                      t^5  58 

6    2 

7  30 

0  21 

24 

6  31: 

\  21 

E 

1  Ith  Sun.  after  Trinity. 

5  59 

6     1 

8  35 

1  20 

Q,   8 

0  52 

\  22 

M 

Phtuant. 

6    0 

6    0 

9  33 

2  25 

23 

7  13^ 

J  23 

T 

Q  OH  equator. 

6     1 

5  59 

10  31 

3  31 

^    8 

7  34' 

;  24 

W 

©  Perigee. 

6    2 

5  58 

11  28 

Sets. 

23 

7  54 

\  25 

T 

Variable, 

6    3 

5  56 

E.  25 

6  30 

rit    8 

8  15 

',  26 

F 

®  Lat.  SO  2'  S, 

6    4 

5  55 

1  18 

7    8 

23 

8  35 

J  27 

S 

Rain  with  a  little  unnd.'Q     Q 

5  54 

2  12 

7  46 

rri  8 

8  55 

}  28 

E 

15th  Sund.  aft.  Trinity. 

6    7 

5  53 

3    8 

8  20 

23 

9  15l 

/  29 

M 

Now  clear  and  cool. 

6    8 

5  52 

4     0 

9  10 

t    7 

9  35 

\  30 

T 

Yorktown  entered,  1781. 

6    9 

5  51 

4  56 

10     1 

21 

9  55i 

;2o 

|21 

'22 

23 

24 

25 

•26 

27 

'28 

,29 

30 

i31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


Tenth  Month,         OCTOBER,    1851,       has  U  days.  \ 


Proverbs.~l.  [id 

not  thy  heart  envy  sin- 
ners; bat  be  thou  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord 
all  the  day  long.  2,  My 
son,  hear  thou  these 
things,  incline  thine 
ear  to  hear,  and  live. 


Moon's   Phofies. 

ft)  First  Quar.,    Id,  8h.  30m.,    Eve.  1  ®  Last  Quar.,  17d.    6h.    6m.,  Eve. 
©  Full  Moon,   lOd.  Oh.  32m.,  P/Torn.  |  ®  New  Moon,  24d.    9h     9m.,Morn. 
(f)  First  Quarter  3 Id.   Ih.  17m.,  Eve. 

M. 


Aspects  uf  Flanets,  and 
other  Miscellanies. 


o 

Riset, 


First  isteamboat  between 

N.  Y.  and  Albany  1807. 

®  '^3  9     Pleasant. 

Jewish  year  5596  com. 

ICth  Sunday  af.  Trinity. 

Quite  umrni. 

:;J)  Apogee.  Fair. 

AV   Variable. 
9T    Bat.  of  Savannah,  1779 
10  F    jd  Lat.  50  S.  ' 

lis     Tj  (^f  — b_20  19'  N 

1 2  E    17lh  Sunday  af.  Trinity. 

13  M  About  this  time  the 
j4  'p  TJiermometer  villi  incli- 
1  ^  W  '''"'^  great  and  sudden 

.,  ,p    changes  from    extreme 
•^  '  '^    heat  to  excessive  cold. 

17  F    CDil®     Burgoyne  suv- 

18  S         rendered,  1777. 

1 9  E    18th  Sunday  af.  Trinity, 

20  M  John  Adams  born  1735 

2 1  T    Cool  and  clear. 

22  W  '5'%/;/  fall  of  snoiu. 
2^  T    ©Perigee.  feLat.  5°  N. 

24  F  116®-'^  40  10'  S 

j  25  S  1?  g  O     I^a-in. 

J  26  E  19th  Sunday  af.  Trinity. 

J  27  M  Cold  frosty  nights,  and 

$  28  T  warm  through  the  day, 

\  29  W  with  snow. 

\  30  T  fDl7® 

5  31  F  Algcnil  S.  9h.  23m, 


6  10 
6  11 
0  12 
6  14 
6  15 
6  16 
6  18 
6  19 
6  20 
6  21 
6  23 
6  24 
6  25 
6  26 
6  28 
6  29 
6  30 
6  31 
6  33 
6  34 


O 
Sets. 


South. 


5  50 
5  49 
5  47 
5  46 
5  45 
5  44 
5  42 
5  41 
5  40 
5  39 
5  37 
5  36 
5  35 
5  34 
5  32 
5  31 
5  30 
5  29 
5  27 
5  26 


6  35  5  25 
6  36:5  24 

6  38^5  22 
6  395  21 
6  40  5  20 
6  415  19 


R.SfS. 


1) 
Sians 


6  42 
6  43 
6  45 


5  1 
5  16 
5  15 


6  465  14 

fl  47  5  13 


5  48 

6  40 

7  30 

8  19 

9  5 
9  49 

10  32 

11  12 
11  57 
Morn 

0  37 

1  20 

2  5 

2  52 

3  42 

4  34 

5  29 

6  24 

7  22 

8  1 

9  13 

10  9 

11  2 
11  55 
E.  50 

1  45 

2  42 

3  35 

4  31 

5  25 


10  43 

11  35 

Morn 

0  25 

1  19 

2  16 

3  13 

4  10 
Rises 

6  17 

6  50 

7  15 

7  51 

8  30 

9  19 

10  14 

11  15 
Morn 

0  22 

1  28 

2  38 

3  42 

4  48 
Sets 

6  10 

7  2 

7  52 

8  32 

9  31 
10  30 


6  1411  22 


yj  4 

16 
29 

OX'll 
26 

X  5 
16 
28 

TlO 
22 

«  4 
17 
29 

nil 

24 
25  7 

20 
SI  4 

18 

17 
-=  2 

17 
Vfl   2 

17 

t  1 
15 
29 

1^12 
25 

^   7 


TlfT. 
Sub. 


10  14  19 
10  33:20 

10  52'21 

11  10  22 
11  28  23 

11  46  24 

12  3  25 
12  20 
12  37 

12  53 

13  9 
13  24 
13  39 

13  53 

14  6 
14  19 
14  32 
14  14 

14  55 

15  5 
15  15 
15  25 
15  33 
15  41 
15  47 
15  54 

15  59 

16  4 
16 

16  11 
16  15 


26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7  \ 

8 

9  \ 
10} 

11  I 

12  5 

13 
14 

15  J 

16  j 

17  \ 

18  1 

19  5^ 
O 


Eleventh  Month,  NOVEMBER,   1  8  5  1 ,  /ms  30  days. 


Pi-ovei-bs.--l.  The 

ear  that  hearelli  tlie  re- 
proof of  life  abidelh 
among  ihe  wise.  2.  A 
reproof  eiiterelli  more 
into  a  wise  man  than 
a  hundred  stripes  mlo 
a  fonl. 


Moon's  Phases. 


©  Full  Moon,    sa.  5h.21m.  Eve. 
v^  Last  Quar.,  16J.  3h.  21m.  Mom. 


)  New  Moon,  22J.  8h.    6m.  Eve. 
First  Quar.,  30d.  9h.  27m.,  Morn. 


D. 

D. 

Aspectsof  Planets,  and 

0 

Q 

D 

D 

D 

E.ofT 

0. 

M. 

W. 

other  M'n'cellames. 

Rises 

Sets. 

South. 

R.  Sr  S. 

Signs 

.Sub. 

s. 

] 

S 

i    6    11  Pleasant. 

6  48 

5  12 

7     0 

Morn 

19 

16  15 

20 

2 

E 

20lh  Sun.  a£  Trinity. 

6  49 

5  11 

7  48 

0  16 

X    1 

10  16 

21 

3 

M 

Culd  nights  a?id  windy. 

6  50 

5  10 

8  28 

1  13 

14 

16  17 

22 

4 

r 

;;y  Apogee   [Lon.  160.5. 

6  51 

5     9 

9  11 

2     9 

25 

16  16 

23 

5 

w 

Gun  powder  plot  discov. 

6  52 

5    8 

9  53 

3     4 

T   7 

10  15 

24 

6 

T 

,|)  Lat.  .50  1'  South. 

f)  53 

5     7 

10  36 

3  56 

19 

16  13 

25 

7 

F 

Pensacola  taken  1814. 

6  55 

5     5 

11  17 

4  50 

«    1 

16  10 

26 

8 

s 

More  agreeable  tueaiher. 

6  56 

5     4 

Morn 

Riset' 

13 

16    7 

27 

9 

E 

1st  Sunday  af.  Trinity. 

6  57 

5    3 

0     2 

5  52 

20 

16    2 

28 

10 

M 

Warm  for  ihe  season. 

6  58 

5     2 

0  49 

6  38 

n  8 

15  56 

29 

11 

T 

Lafayette  esc.  from  pris. 

6  59 

5     1 

1  38 

7  25 

21 

15  50 

30 

12 

W 

[1791.  Cloudy  and  cold. 

7    0 

5     0 

2  31 

8  10 

15    4 

15  43 

31 

13 

T 

,®  Q,  ®    Variable. 

7     1 

i  59 

3  25 

9     3 

17 

15  34 

1 

14 

F 

Cold  rains  for  two  days. 

7    2 

4  58 

4  21 

10     8 

SI    1 

15  26 

2 

15 

S 

French  ent.  Belg.  1832. 

7    3 

4  57 

5  17 

11  14 

14 

15  16 

3 

16 

E 

'i  Stat.  22d  S.  af.  Trin. 

7    4 

4  56 

6  12 

Morn 

28 

15     5 

4 

17 

M 

Fair,  with  allernaiions 

7    5 

4  55 

7    6 

0  22 

14  54 

5 

18 

T 

'f  sunshine  and  shade. 

7     6 

4  54 

7  58 

1  38 

27 

14  41 

6 

19 

W 

Reb.  in  Scotland  1715. 

7    7 

4  53 

8  50 

2  48 

--11 

14  29 

7 

20 

r 

;,|}  Perigee.  ®  lat.506'N 

7    7 

4  53 

9  42 

3  54 

26 

14  14 

8 

21 

F 

Rain  with  a  tittle  snow. 

7    8 

4  52 

10  37 

5    0 

"1 10 

13  59 

9 

22 

s 

?vlas.  in  St.  Dom.  1791. 

7    9 

4  51 

11  28 

Sets 

25 

13  44 

10 

23 

E 

?  d  f)  -  -  -   ?  3  17  S. 

7  10 

4  50 

E.24 

5  24 

/    9 

13  27 

11 

24 

M 

Wild    geese,   in  great 

7  11 

4  49 

1  20 

6  19 

22 

13     9 

12 

25 

T 

numbers,  will  be   seen 

7  12 

4  48 

2  17 

7  18 

V3   7 

12  50 

13 

26 

W 

i®  Q,  ©  N.Y.Ev.1783. 

7  12 

4  48 

3  12 

8  12 

20 

12  32 

14 

27 

T 

Earthquake  at  Lis.  1791. 

7  IS 

4  47 

4     6 

9     6 

^  3 

12  12 

15 

28 

F 

passing     toward      the 

7  14 

4  46 

4  56 

10    0 

15 

11  50 

16 

29 

S 

South.     High   winds. 

7  15 

4  45 

5  41 

10  56;     27 

11  31 

17 

30 

E 

Advent  Sun.     Snow. 

7  15 

4  45 

6  25 

11  50 

X    9 

11  10 

18 

I  Tivelfth  Month,   D  E  C  E  RI  B  E  R  ,    1  8  5  I ,  /ms  31  days,  j 


Proverbs."  1.  Ii 

{  diistry  and  jji-udeace, 
i  without  avarice,  se- 
'  cures  not  wealtli  alone 
J  but  the  friendship  and 
i  esteem  of  your  neifj;!!- 
^  bors.  '2  Prodig'ality 
is  the  fatlier  of  vice. 


31oon's   rhases. 


©Full  Moon,    8d.    9h. 27m.,  Morn. 
@  Last  Quar.,  15d.  1  Ih.  25m.,  Morn. 


New  Moon,  22d.    9h.  33m.,  Mom. 
First  yuar.,  30d.    7h.  14m.,  Mom. 


3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
]   30 

i3i 


Aspects  uf  tlmieti,,  and\    Q   ] 
other  MiscelUtnies.     \Rif>ef.\ 


o 

tiets 


[7  17 
17  18 
7  19 
7  19 
7  19 
7  20 
7  20 
7  21 


Pleasant.  [1688.7  16 

@  Apogee.  Rev.  in  Eng.!7  17 
®  lat.  5°  1 1'  South. 
Card.  Richelieu  d.  1642. 

n^6  ©--  >ii4°52'rs. 

Clear  and  cold. 
2d  Sunday  in  Advent. 
Mild  fw  the  season. 
Sleet  and  snow. 
©  Q,  ®  Proclamation 
[to  S.  C.  1832.  CoM.''7  21 
Hii^k  winds  j'rom  ihcl  2 1 
iV.  E.  accompanied  tvilh\7  22 
.3d  Sun.  in  Adv.  Wash.|7  22 
[d.  17S9.  S770tv.  [1773:7  22 
qj  Perigee.  Tea  dis.in  B.[7  22 
fjLat.  .5°  14' N.  Em- 7  22 
[ber  day.     Thnw.  7  23 

2;  c$  @  -  -  2|  30  52'  S.  7  23 
Fair  weather.  7  23 

4th  Sun.  Ad.  shortest  d.  7  23 
Slight  fall  of  snow.  7  23 
f)  Q  ®     Tliaiv.  17  23 

Warm  and  pleasant^  7  22 
Christmas  day.  !7  22 

Light  luinds  from  the\7  22 
.S'.  £.  loiih  rain.  |7  22 

1st  Sun.    a£   Christmas  7  22 


'4  44 
4  43 
4  43 
14  42 
14  41 
4  41 
4  41 
4  40 
4  40 
4  39 
4  39 
4  39 
4  38 
4  38 
4 

[4  38 
;4  38 


38 


ig)  Apogee.  Light  snow. 

f)  Lat.  50  16'  S. 

Ij   Stationary.     Fair. 


7  21 
7  21 

7  21 


2) 

South. 


R  A  S. 


7    9'Morn 
7  49    0  49 


8  30 

9  I2I 
9  58i 

10  42j 

11  3Ii 


1  49 

2  50 

3  44 

4  42 

5  40 


Morn,Rises 


0  24j 

1  19 


5 
55 

6  48 

7  36 

8  27 

9  16 

10  11 

11  6 
E.    2 

0  58 

1  52 

2  44 

3  33 

4  19 

5  2 

5  46 

6  25 

7  6 


5  50 

6  50 

7  54 
9     0 

10  11 

11  18 
Morn 

0  32 

1  38 

2  46 

3  50 

4  55 

5  56 
Sets. 

5  48 

6  48 

7  49 

8  50 

9  50 

10  49 

11  49 
Morn 

0  50 


Si^ns 


21 
T   3 

15 

27 
8    9 

22 

n  4 

17 
30 

2514 

27 

ail 

25 
,r^    9 

23 
^  7 

22 
ni   6 

20 
/    4 

18 
VJ    1 

15 

28 
^10 

23 
X    5 

17 

29 
Til 

23 


Sub. 


10  48 
10  27 
10  2 
9  40 
9  11 
8  48j 
8  23' 
7  57i 
7  30 
7  1 
6  34 
6  7 
38 
10 
41 
11 
42 
12 
2  42 
2  12 
1  42 
1  12 
0  44 
0  12 
Add. 

0  47 

1  16 

1  46 

2  14 

2  44 

3  11 


19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16  \ 
17 
18  I 
19; 


COURTS    OF    ILLINOIS 


VIEW    OF    rEORIA    COUINTIT    COURT    HOUSE. 


Times  of  ho'ding  Coggits  in  liiiiiosf*,  isi  each  I>ii«trict. 


BJ.  g.  ESistS'tcJ  and  Circisit  C'ous'tM. 
City  of  Ppringfield,  first  Monday  nf  June  and  Deceinher. 
City  of  Cliicago,  fir^t  Monday  in  July. 


First  Division — Lyman  Trunibull,  of  Belleville,  Judge;  snlary,  $1,200.  F. 
)D.  Preston,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Clerk;  salary,  fees.  Terna,  of  court,  2d  Monday 
in  November,  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

^  Second  Division — Sain'l.  Treat,  of  Springfield,  Judge;  silary,  $1,200.  W. 
rB.  Warren,  of  Jacksonville,  Clerk;  salary,  fees.  Term  of  court,  "-id  Monday 
yn  Deeeniber,  at  Springfield. 

S  Third  Division — JoMn  D.  Caton,  of  Ottawa,  Judge;  salary,  $1,200.  Lo-  , 
Prenzo  Leland,  of  Ottawa,  Clerk;  salary,  fees.  Term  of  court,  2d  Monday  i 
^ia  June,  at  Ottawa. 


JFirst  JTnidicial  Circnil—tlavid  M.  Woodson,   of  Carrollton,  Jndge;  salary,  $1,000.1 
[The  salaries  of  each  of  the  District  Attorneys  is  $250  and  fees.] 
MonGAN,   Second  Monday  in  Marcii  and  Second  Monday  in  September. 
Cass,  Fourth  Monday  in  March  and  Fourth  Monday  in  September. 
Menard,  First  Monday  thereafter  and  First  Monday  in  October. 


:»iAS-.iv,  S  -ui-.u  J  "sI  .nii;ty  Uie:-'3;-»i  tor  and  Second  Moiidny  in  October. 
Greeni:,   Tlilru  Al.jndav  iherea'ler  aiil  Third  Moiuhiy  in  Oc  obor. 
Macol'PiW,    r'irst    •'■^ox-day   i..  May  -ind  Fourth  Monday  in  Ociober. 
.)ee.-£Y,  .Secona  AioDduy  in  May  and  Fir.-t  Moiniiy  tlu-ieatur. 
Calhoun,  'I'ljird   Alondav  in  May  and  S  cond  Monday    horeaiter. 
Scorr,  Founh  Monday  iii  May  and  Third  Monday  tiiereafior. 


^ccojBii    J'sadjcJal  <  irc!!iS"iVm.   H.  Underhill,  of  Belleville,  Jud„'e;  salary,  S1,C00. 
Montgomery,  S^t-oiuJ  Mondays  i.it"  March  and  August. 
Effingham,  on  Frid -ys  tlieieafter. 
Fa\ette,  I'iiiri  Mondays  of  Marcii  anil  Autrust. 
Bond,  Fourth  Moniavsof  March  and  August. 
Clinton,  First  Mondays  of  A|iril  and  Septeinber. 
Washington,  8fi.-onn  M   ndays  of  Apal  and  S-'ptenibi.^r.  ? 


Pi-.R.'.Y.  Third  Mondays  of  A^ril  and  Srpti'     Ik-t. 
Randolph,  Fou  th  Mondays  of  April  an  I  >^eptpniber. 
Monroe,  First  Mondays  oi    May  ai.d  October. 
St.  Clair,  Second   Monda\s  of  May  and  October. 
Madison,  Fourth  Mondays  of  May  and  October. 

T'Eiifil  Jsjdicial  C'irciilt— Wm.  A.  Deming.  of  Benton,  Judge 
Marion,  Second  Mondays  otAlarcli  and  August. 

Jefferson,  Third  '■  "                    " 

Hamilton,  Fooi'th     "  "  " 

Franklin,  on  tlie  "  following. 

Williamson,  "  "  " 

Jackson,           h  u  h 

Union,               "  "  " 

Alexander,      "  "  n                                             , 

FULASKI,               '*  "  " 

Johnson,            ''  ^  .< 

Massac,              ''  "  " 

Pope,                  "  "  " 

Hardin,             "  "  " 
Saline, 
Gallatin, 


salary,  $1,'.'00. 


to  continue  for  two  weeks. 


Foarlh  JTiidicial   C'ircisit— Justin  Hjirlan,  of  iMarsliall,  Judye;  salary,  $1,000. 
Wayne,  on  the  Thursdays  before  tiie  fourth  Mondays  of  March,  and  the 

Thursdays  before  the  first  Mondays  of  September. 
White,  on  the  Fourth  Mondays  of  March,  and  the  1st  Mondays  of  Sept. 
Edwards,  on   the  First  Mondays  of  April,  and   the  2d  Mondays  of  Sept. 


Wabash 

Lawrence, 

Crawford, 

Clark, 

Coles, 

Cumberland,  on  the  " 

Jasper,   on  the  Thursdays 

Clay,  "       Mondays 

Richland,    "      Thursdays 


Thursdays  thereafter. 
Wednesdays 

Mondays 


Fifth  JTudicmi  Circuit— Wm.  A,  Minshall,  of  Rushville,  Judgej  salary,  $1,000. 
ScHuiLER,  Second  Mondays  of  March  and  August. 
Brown,  Third  Monda3s  of  March  and  August. 
Pike,  Fourth  Mondays  of  March  and  August. 
Henderson,  Second  Mondays  of  April  and  September.  ,.  . 

Hancock,  Third  Mondays  of  April  and  September. 
McDoNoUGH,  First  Mondays  of  May  and  October. 
Adams,  Second  Mondays  of  May  and  October. 

Sixth  Judicial  Circuit~Benj.  R.  Sheldon,  of  Galena,  Judge;  salary,  S1,000. 
Jo  Daviess,  Second  Monday  of  March,  Third  Monday  of  May,  and  First 

Monday  of  October. 
Stephenson,  Fourth  Mondays  of  March  and  August, 
Ogle,  First  Mondays  of  April  and  September. 
Lee,  Second  Mondays  of  April  and  September. 
Whiteside,  Third  Mondays  of  April  and  September. 
Carroll,  Fourth  Mondays  of  April  and  September. 

Seventh  Judicial  Circait"Hugh  T.  Dickey,  of  Chicago,  Judge;  salary,  $1, COO. 

Lake,  Second  Monday  of  January,  First  Monday  of  June,  and  Second  ) 
Mondays  of  October.  S 

Cook,  First  Mondays  of  May  and  December  ) 

Cook  County  Court  of  Common  Fleas  are  held  on  the  First  Mondays  of  ^ 
February  and  September.  Giles  Spring,  of  Chicago,  Judge;  ( 
salary,  $600.  ' 

X)ighth  Judicial  Circuit"David  Davis,  of  Bloomington,  Judge;  salary,  $1000. 
Sangamon,  Third  Monday  of  March,  and  4lh  Monday  of  August. 
Tazewell,  First  Wednesday  of  April,  and  3d  Wednesday  of  September. 
Woodford,  Second  Thursdays  thereafter. 
McLean,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter.  ' 

Logan,  oa  the  Mondays  thereafter. 
Dewitt,  on  the  Thursdays  thereafter. 
Piatt,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter. 
Champaign,  on  the  Wednesdays  thereafter 
Vermilion,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter. 
Edgar,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter. 
Shelby,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter. 

Moultrie,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter.  ,  .  ',  ,     , 

Macon,  on  the  Thursdays  hereafter. 
Christian,  on  the  Mondays  thereafter. 

Ninth  Judicial  Circuit— Theophilus  L.  Dickey,  of  Ottawa,  Judge;  salary,  $1,000. 
Kane,  Second   Monday  of  March,  First  Monday  of  September,  and  Third 

Monday  of  November. 
DeKalb.  Fourth  Monday  of  March  atid  Tiiird  Monday  of  September. 
Bureau,  First  Monday  of  April  and  Fourth  Monday  of  September. 
Putnam,  Second  Monday  of  Apr  1  and  1st  Mondav  of  October. 
Marshall,  Third  Monday  of  April  and  Second  Mond.iy  of  October. 
LaSalle,  Fourth  Monday  of  April  and  Third  Monday  of  October. 
Livingstov,  Second  Monday  of  May  and  First  Monday  of  Novenrtier. 
Kendall,  Third  Mondiiy  of  May  and  Second  Monday  of  November. 


Tenth  Juilscial  Circuit"VVm.  Kellogg,  of  Canton,  Judge;  salary,  $1,COO. 
FaLTON,  Second  Monday  of  March  and  Third  P/Ionday  of  September. 
Peoria,   Fourth  Monday 'of  March,  Fourth   Monday  of  August  and  Third' 

Monday  of  November. 
Knox,  Second  Monday  of  April  ;ind  First  Monday  of  October. 
Warhen,  Third  Monday  of  April  and  Second  Monday  of  October. 
Mercer,  Fourth  Monday  of  April  and  Third  Monday  of  October. 
Rock  Island,  First  Monday  of  IMay  and  Fourth  Monday  of  October. 
Henry,  Second  Monday  of  May  and  First  Monday  of  Novembrr. 
Stark,  Third  Monday  of  May  and  Second  Monday  of  November. 


SleTcutli  Jfiiclicial  Circuit—Hugh  Henderson,  of  Joliet,  Judge;  salary,  $1,000. 
Winnebago,  Tliird  Monday  of  March  and  Fourth  Monday  of  August. 
Boon,  First  Monday  of  April  and  Second  Monday  of  September. 
McHenry,  Second  Monday  of  April  and  Tliird  Monday  of  September. 
DuPage,  Fourth  Monday  of  April  and  First  Monday  of  October. 
Iroquois,  Second  Monday  of  May  and  Second  Monday  of  October. 
Grundy,  Third  Monday  of  May  and  Second  Monday  of  October. 
Will,  Fourth  Monday^of  May  and  Second  Monday  after  the  Third  Mon-] 
day  in  October. 

STATE  OFFSCEKS  IP&IZ  1851. 

Augustus  C.  French,  Governer  and  ex-ofRcio  Land  Commissioner;  salary,! 
;  $1,500.     (Term  ends  2d  Monday  in  January,  1853.) 

Wm.  McMurtry,  Lieutenant  Governor;  salary,  $3  per  day  during  the  ses- ' 
)sion,  and  10  cents  a  mile  travel  fees. 

D.  L.  Gre)?g,  Secretary  of  State;   salary,  $800  and  fees. 

Tliomas  H.  Campbell,  Auditor;  salary,  (exclusive  of  clerk  hire,)  $1,000. 

John  Mooro,  Treasurer;  salary,  $800. 

CiVIl.  XilST  ®F  JPECRf A  COaJNTY. 
Thomas  Bryant,  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 
Joseph  Ladd  and  John  McFarland,  Associate  Justices. 
Ralph  Hamlin,  County  Treasurer. 
George  T.  Metcalfe,  Master  in  Chancery.  , 
James  L.  Riggs,  Sheriff. 
Henry  W.  McFadden,  County  Surveyor. 
Jacob  Gale,  Clerk  and  Recorder. 
Charles  Kimball,  Coroner. 

Charles  Kt-ttelle,  Clerk  of  County  Court  and  Cierk  of  Board  of  Supervi-i 
)sors,  of  which  the  following  is  a  list  for  1850  and  1851: 


Peoria — William  Hale, 

Akron — Benjamin  Slane, 

Brimfield— Sam'l.  W.  Pulsifer, 

Chillicothe— Chas.  S.  Strother, 

Elmwood — Justus  Gibbs, 

Hallock— Walter  S.  Evans, 

Hollis— Stephen  C.  Whecder, 

Jubilee— Wm.  W.  Church, 

Kickapoo — Samuel  Dimon, 

LirJfestone — Isaac  Brown, 
Clark  B.  Stebbins,  School  CommissionQr. 
Ralph  Hamlin  and  B.  L.  T.  Bourland,  Notaries  Public 


Logan — Thomas  P.  Smith, 
Medina — John  Jacobs, 
Millbrook— Ciark  VV.  Stanton, 
Princevillo — L.  B.  Cornwell, 
Radiiar — Evan  Evans, 
Ricliwoods — Josiah  Fulton, 
Rosefield — Jotin  Combs, 
Trivoli — David  R.  Gregory, 
Timber — Wm.  L.  Scott, 
Samuel  Dimon,  Chairman. 


The  County  Courts  aro  held  on  tlie  first  Mondays  of  each  month,  excpt 
> December,  March,  June  and  September,  and  on  the  3d  Mondays  of  these  last. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  is  held  at  the  court  house, 
[on  the  first  Monday  after  the  general  election. 


CIViSj  iilST  OF  THE  CITY  OF  FSIOISIA. 

George  Clinton  Bestor,  Mayor  for  1851. 

ALDERMEN    FOR    THE    ENSUIN&    YEAR. 

First  Ward  —  Frederick  Muller;  term  ends  1st  Tuesday  in  Dec'r.  1851. 

Frederick  Bohl;  "  " 

Second  Ward — Lyman  J.  Loomis;         "  " 

Peter  S.  Shelley;  "  " 

Third  Ward — Christopher  Sammis;    <'  " 

John  Waug'n;  "  '< 

Fourth  Ward — Thomas  Dolan;  "  " 

Presley  M.  Comegys;   "  " 

James  M.  Cunningham,  Clerk  of  the  City  Council. 
Clark  B.  Stebbins,  Collector  and  Treasurer. 
Ezra  G.  Sanger,  City  Attorney. 

J.  C.  Heyl,  Marshal,  Street  Commissioner  and  Sexton. 
City  Weigh  Masters. — Win.  Dunn,  on  Water  street;  E.  J.  Humphries,* 
'  on  Adams  street. 


1852. 
1851. 
1852. 
1S51. 
1852. 
1831. 
1852. 


OUB  FKOSFECTS. 
Illinois,  one  of  the  most  inviting  and  interesting  States  in  the  Union,  has] 
Jbeen  retarded  in  her  onward  career  for  more  than  a  half  score  years.  A  large  ( 
'public  debt  has  been  hanging  over  her,  which  has  weighed  her  down  like  an  ' 
'incubus.  Taxes  have  been  high  and  discouraged  the  people,  and  improve-' 
pment  and  entorprize  have  been  allowed  to  slumber  within  her  borders  since, 
I  the  great  mania  of  Railroads  and  Canals  in  1837,  '38  and  '39.  A  brighten 
'day  is  soon  destined  to  dawn  upon  this  young  and  beautiful  State.  She  may  ' 
'now  be  said  to  occupy  a  position  second  to  no  State  in  the  Union.  Her  geo- 
I  graphical  position,  rich  soil,  navigable  streams,  excellent  timber,  coal  beds,' 
I  iron  banks,  lead  mines,  and  other  mineral  resources,  are  not  equalled  in  the  [ 
'Union.  The  Legislature  of  the  nation,  among  otlier  acts  of  importance, 
'passed  a  law  by  which  Illinois  and  otlier  western  and  southern  States  are 

greatly  benefited  by  a  grant  of  land.     This  magnificent  grant  embraces  about 
1 3,200,000  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  that  can  be  found  upon  the   face  of  J 
'the  globe.     This  laud  is  valued,  after  the  constriiciion  of  the  work,  at  $3  perc 
[acre,  which  will  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to  $9,600,000 — a  sum  more  than' 
,  sufiicient  to  construct  the  road  and  its  branches.     Among  the  lands  donated  [ 

besides  those  enumerated,  is  the  Swamp  Land  Bill  and  the  Bounty  Lands  do- 
'nated  to  the  brave  men  who  have  hitherto  defended  our  country,  which  will( 
, add  many  to  our  fanning  community,  who  will  be  flocking  hither  to  locate' 
(their  claims  in  40's  and  80's  that  are  yet  unentered.     We  may  consider  it  cer- ' 
I  tain,  therefore,  that  the  Central  Railroad  will  be  built;  and  when  it  is  built,  j 

Illinois  will  occupy  a  position  second  to  no  State  in  the  Union. 


A  TABLE, 

Sliowing  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  Sun,  by  a  weekly  list  of  par- 
allel days  or  corresponding  seasons — to  show  if  the  Sun  rises  and 
sets  at  a  certain  time,  on  any  enumerated  day,  on  what  other  c/a?/  in 
the  year  it  will  rise  and  set  at  the  same  lime. 


Months. 

Days. 

Rises. 

Sets. 

Months. 

Days. 

December 

29t]i 

8     8 

3  52 

December 

20  th 

u 

27th 

8     6 

3  54 

" 

13th 

January* 

4th 

8     2 

3  58 

u         * 

6th 

" 

11th 

7  54 

4     6 

November 

29  th 

t( 

18th 

7  46 

4  14 

ii. 

22d 

Cl 

25th 

7  38 

4  22 

(i 

15  th 

February 

1st 

7  23 

4  32 

u 

8th 

a 

8th 

7  17 

4  43 

" 

1st 

ii 

15th 

6     5 

4  55 

October 

25lh 

<i 

22d 

6  50 

5  10 

i( 

18th 

March 

1st 

6  34 

5  26 

ii 

11th 

t( 

8th 

6  18 

5  42 

a 

4th 

(t 

15th 

6     5 

5  55 

September 

27th 

" 

22d 

5  53 

5     7 

" 

2(lth 

ii 

29th 

5  41 

6  19 

u 

13th 

April 

5th 

5  29 

6  31 

" 

6th 

u 

12th 

5  15 

6  45 

A.ugust 

30th 

u             * 

19th 

5  o'clock 

7  o'clock 

ii         * 

23d 

Ci 

26th 

4  46 

7  14 

ii 

16th 

May 

3d 

4  32 

7  28 

(1 

9th 

a 

10th 

4  20 

7  40 

ii 

2d 

a 

17th 

4  10 

7  50 

July 

26th 

" 

24th 

4  o'clock 

8  o'clock 

a 

19th 

a 

31st 

3  53 

8     7 

ii 

12th 

June 

7th 

3  47 

8  13 

ii 

5th 

ii 

14th 

3  44 

8  16 

June 

28th 

" 

21st 

3  42 

8  18 

ii 

21st 

*If,  for  instance,  the  sun  rises  at  2  minutes  after  8  o'clock,  and 
sets  58  minutes  after  3,  on  the  4th  of  January,  the  same  will  hap- 
pen on  the  6th  of  December.  Again,  if  it  rises  at  5  o'clock,  and 
sets  at  7  o'clock,  on  the  19th  of  April,  so  it  will  on  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust. The  Table  may  also  serve  as  a  convenient  reference  to  find 
on  what  day  of  the  week  any  given  date  will  occur,  by  observing 
the  following  plain  rules:  In  1852,  being  leap  year,  the  dates  in 
January  and  February  fall  on  Sunday;  the  remaining  ten  months 
of  that  year  on  Monday;  in  1853,  on  Tuesday;  in  1854,  on  Wed- 
nesday; in  1855,  on  Thursday,  and  so  on.  S.  D.  W.  D. 
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The  city  and  county  of  Peoria,  took  its  name  from  one  of  the  five  tribes  of 
Indians  known  as  the  lUini,  or  Minneway  nation,  which  in  our  language  sig- 
nifies "  men,''''  or  as  Father  Hennepin  has  it  in  his  history  and  first  discovery  of 
this  region  of  country:  "This  word  Illinois  comes  from  Illini,  which,  in  the 
language  of  that  nation,  signifies  a  perfect  and  accomplished  man." 

These  five  tribes  were  classed  by  General  Harrison,  in  his  official  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  March  1814,  giving  an  able  view  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
the  North-west  Territory,  on  the  descent  of  the  Northern  Confederacy  upon  the 
great  Illini  nation,  he  says :  '■  The  claims  of  the  Miamies  were  bounded  on  the 
North  and  "West  by  those  of  the  Illinois  Confederacy,  consisting  originally  of 
five  tribes,  called  Kaskians,  Cahokies,  Peorians,  Michiganians,  and  Temorias, 
speaking  the  Miami  language,  and  no  doubt  branches  of  that  natien."  And 
further  adds  that,  "  when  I  was  first  appointed  governor  of  Indiana  Territory, 
these  once  powerful  tribes  were  reduced  to  about  thirty  vmrriors,  of  whom" 
twenty-five  were  Kaskaskias,  four  Peorias,  and  a  single  Michiganian."  There' 
was  a  single  individual,  not  many  years  since,  on  a  visit  to  this  city,  or  rather 
the  French  "  villa  of  Mailctle,''  (of  which  I  will  give  you  a  more  minute  account 
than  the  mere  name,)  who  saw  the  enumeration  of  them  made  hv  the  Jesuits,  in 
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1745,  making  the  number  of  their  warriors  4,000.  A  furious  war  between  them 
and  the  Sacs  and  Kickapoos,  had  reduced  tliem  to  that  miserable  remnant, 
which  had  taken  refuge  among  the  white  people  of  Kaskaskia  and  Ste.  Geneveve. 
The  Kickapoos  had  fixed  their  principal  village  at  Peoria.* 

The  land  on  which  Peoria  is  located,  as  well  as  the  surrounding  country,  was 
claimed  by  the  Illini  Confederacj'",  which  had  acquiesed  in  the  intrusion  of  the 
first  white,  or  French  settlers,  as  far  back  as  1673'-80.  This  acquiesence  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  French,  (wMch  then  took  place,  continued  for  nearly 
150  years,  in  the  vicinity  of  Peoria,)  was  as  much  a  matter  of  necessity  as  of 
feeling:  the  Indians  needed  the  handicraft  of  the  whites  that  came  among  them, 
and  they  in  turn  needed  their  women  as  "  help-meets ;"  for,  as  a  cotemporary 
writer  has  said,  "  Civilization  is  not  so*  much  the  triumph  of  religion  over  the 
human  heart,  as  women.  From  the  very  moment  men  began  to  live  in  a  regula- 
ted society — as  soon  as  gentleness  and  persuasion  replaces  the  violence  of  bar- 
barism-— a  new  wish  makes  its  appearance  in  society,  a  wish  to  understand  and 
appreciate  women." 

As  tlie  intention  of  this  work  is  only  to  erabody  such  observations  as  relate 
to  this  particular  region,  or  what  was  included  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Peoria 
county  when  first  organized,  I  shall  make  my  selections  from  the  Journals  of 
Hennepin,  La  Salle,  Joliet,  Coxe  and  others,  accordingly. 

The  first  white  men  that  ever  placed  their  feet  upon  our  prairies,  that  we  have 
any  account  of,  were  P.  Marquette  and  M.  Joliet,  which  was  on  Sunday,  the  25th 
day  of  June,  1673.  The  next  adventurers  came  down  the  line  of  our  canal,  by 
the  lakes,  from  Quebec,  which  place  tliey  left  in  the  smnmer  of  1679.  Father 
Hennepin  was  this  time  accompanied  by  M.  de  La  Salle,  and  landed  with  nine 
canoes,  and  about  thirty  men,  at  or  near  to  where  the  bridge  now  stands,  on 
Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  January,  llP30,  (171  years  since.) 

It  will  be  seen  that  near  seven  years  after  P.  Marquette  and  31.  Joliet's  visit, 
viz :  1679,  M.  de  La  Salle,  being  favored  in  his  design  by  the  king  of  France, 
he  set  on  foot  an  expedition,  with  which  he  proceeded  up  the  lakes  in  the  spring 
of  1679.  Among  his  companions  were  M.  de  Tonti,  who  acted  as  his  historian, 
and  Father  Hennepin,  who  also  kept  a  journal.  And  about  40  years  after  M. 
de  La  Salle,  P.  de  Charlevoix  visited  this  place  from  Canada,  on  Friday,  the 
•3d  of  October,  17-2 1.  He  confirmed  tlie  statements  of  other  writers  in  one  par- 
ticular, \vhich  is  worthy  of  notice,  viz  :  the  polygam.y  of  the  natives. 

La  Salle  had,  by  the  greatest  exertions,  built  and  equipped  a  small  vessel, 
called  the  "  Gnjiu,"i  at  or  near  Black  Rock,  on  the  Niagara  river;  he  had  her 

*  This  is  corroborated  by  later  accounts,  which  1  have  noted  in  the  course  of 
this  history,  galliered  froiu  other  sources. 

t  It  is  a  little  s-ingular  that  M.  de  La  Salle  named  his  vessel  the  Grijfiii,  which 
is  a  fabled  animal,  said  to  be  generated  between  the  Lion  and  the  Eagle  ;  they 
being  so  dissimilar  in  their  genus,  to  imagine  sucli  a  monster,  begotten  by  these 
two,  and  possessessing  the  likeness  and  qualifies  of  both,  would,  I  think,  equal 
the  figure  of  the  Piasau  rock,  near  Alton,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river, 
described  by  one  of  tliese  cotemporary  voyagers,  and  is  as  follows :  "  Along  tht' 
rocks  J  li:i\c  mentioned,  we  found  our  very  high  and  steep,  and  ?aw  two  mon- 
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ready  for  the  voyage  iu  the  fall  of  1679.  His  co-voyagers,  Fatlier  Hennepin. 
M.  de  Tonti,  and  about  thirty  men,  left  for  the  South,  or  Upper  Lake.?.  On 
their  voyage  up  tliey  were  joined  by  some  of  those  ''  coureurs  du  6ois,"  those 
woodmen  of  which  the  surrounding  settlements  thus  early  had  began  to  furnish 
specimens.  They  landed  safe  at  Chicago.  The  vessel  was  dispatched  back 
wdth  a  valuable  cargo.  She  was  arrested  by  the  Indians,  her  crew  massacreed. 
and  the  vessel  burned.  From  Chicago  La  Salle  and  his  men,  (except  a  few  he 
left  in  possession  of  the  Fort  he  had  built  there,)  set  out  about  the  first  of  De- 
cember for  the  Mississippi,  by  ascending  the  St.  Joseph  river,  and  across  the 
portage  into  the  Kanltckee,  a  tributary  of  the  Illinois  river,  down  it  to  Peoria, 
or  the  "  Pied  da  Lac.  Pemiteouii.''  as  it  was  then  called  by  the  French. 

These  discoveries  were  made  in  the  year  1680.  Eighteen  years  afterwards, 
Dr.  Daniel  Coxe.  physician  to  the  queen  of  Charles  II.  of  England,  and  also  of 
queen  Anne,  projected  an  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  made 
many  additional  discoveries.  From  his  memoirs,  as  well  as  information  ob- 
tained from  other  sources,  his  son,  Daniel  Coxe,  published  a  volume  in  1722, 
which  bears  the  name  of  "  Coxe's  Carolana,"  from  which  I  select  the  following  : 

Of  the  Illinois  he  says,  "  This  is  a  large  pleasant  river,  and  about  250  miles 
above  its  entrance  into  the  Meschacebe,  it  is  divided  into  two  branches ;  the 
lesser  comes  from  North  and  by  East,  and  its  head  is  within  four  or  five  miles  of 
the  great  lake  of  the  Alinouecks  on  its  West  side ;  the  other  comes  almost  di- 
rectly from  the  East,  and  proceeds  from  amorasse  within  two  miles  of  the  river 
Miamiha,  which  empties  itself  into  the  same  lake.  On  the  south-east  side, 
there  is  an  easy  communication  between  these  two  rivers,  by  a  land  carriage  of 
two  leagues,  about  fifty  miles  to  the  south-east  of  the  foreraention'd  lake.  Tlie 
course  of  this  river  from  its  head  exceeds  400  miles,  navigable  about  half  way 
by  sHps,  and  most  of  the  rest  by  sloops  and  large  boats  or  barges.  Many  small 
rivers  run  into  it,  and  it  forms  two  or  three  lakes  ;  but  one  mightily  extoU'd. 
rall'd  Pimitoeuii,  which  is  20  miles  long  and  3  miles  broad ;  it  affords  great 
quantities  of  good  fish,  and  the  coimtry  round  about  it  abounds  with  game,  both 
fowls  and  beasts.  Besides  the  Alinoueck,  are  the  nations  Prouaria,  the  great 
nation  Cascasquia  and  Caracantanon  j  and  on  the  northern  branch  inhabit  part 
of  the  nation  of  the  Mascontens." 

"  On  the  south-east  bank  of  this  river,  Monsieur  de  la  Salle  erected  a  fort  in  the 
year  1680,  which  he  nam'd  Creve-coeure,  from  the  grief  which  seiz'd  him,  en 

sters  painted  upon  it,  which  are  so  hedious  that  we  were  frightened  at  the  first 
sight,  and  the  boldest  savages  dare  not  fix  their  eyes  upon  them.  They  are 
drawn  as  big  as  a  calf,  with  two  horns  like  a  wild  goat :  their  looks  are  terrible, 
though  their  face  has  something  of  human  figure  in  it :  their  eyes  are  red,  their 
beard  is  like  that  of  a  tiger,  and  their  body  is  covered  with  scales :  their  tail  is 
so  long  that  it  goes  over  their  heads,  and  then  turns  between  their  fore-legs,  under 
the  belly,  ending  like  a  fish-tail.  There  are  but  three  colours,  viz  :  red,  green 
and  black  :  but  those  monsters  are  so  well  drawn,  that  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
savages  did  it;  and  the  rock  whereon  they  are  painted  is  So  steep,  that  it  is  a 
wonder  to  me  how  it  was  possible  to  draw  those  figrures.  But  to.  know  to  what 
purpose  they  were  made,  is  as  great  a  mystery.  What-ever  it  be,  our  best  pain- 
ters would  hardly  do  better. 
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the  loss  of  one  of  his  chief  trading  barks  richly  laden,  and  the  mutiny  and  vil- 
lanous  intrigues  of  some  of  his  company,  who  first  attempted  to  poyson,  and 
afterwards  desert  him.  This  fort  stands  about  half  way  between  the  Bay  of 
Mexico  and  Canada,  and  was  formerly  the  usual  rout  of  the  French  in  going  to 
and  returning  from  either  of  those  places ;  but  since  they  have  discovered  a 
nearer  and  easier  passage  by  the  Ouabache  and  Ohio,  the  sources  of  both 
which  rivers  are  at  a  small  distance  from  the  lake  Erie,  or  some  rivers  which 
enter  into  it."     [See  Coxa's  Map,  which  I  give  in  Chap.  II.] 

This  account  of  Coxe  corroborates  the  others,  as  well  as  the  building  of  the 
Old  Fort,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  name,  and  describe  more  minutely 
hereafter.  Also,  of  La  Salle's  arrival  at  this  place,  and  a  more  minute  account 
of  some  incidents  I  will  occasionally  introduce  from  the  voyages  themselves. 

But  to  return.  La  Salle  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  his  arrival  at 
Peoria,  and  while  this  fort  was  in  progress  of  being  built,  started  with  three  of 
his  men  to  return  to  Canada,  to  procure  supplies  and  reinforcements  for  Fort 
Creve-cccur,  and  then  to  descend  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth.  In  his  absence 
Father  Hennepin  was  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river, 
and  ascend  the  Mississippi  to  its  sources,  so  that  between  them  the  discovery  of 
the  Mississippi  valley  might  be  complete. 

Father  Hennepin  departed  from  Fort  Creve-cosur  on  Monday,  the  4th  of 
March,  1680,  with  Anthony  Auguel,  sir  named  the  Picard  du  Gay;  and  Michel 
Ako,  and  entered  the  "  Father  of  Waters,'  on  the  8th,  (Friday  following.) 


DEPARTURE  OF  FATHER  HEWEPIN  FROM  TIED  DU  LAC,  PEORIA. 

These  were  the  first  voyagers  down  the  Illinois  river,  from  Peoria,  but  P. 
Marquette  and  M.  Joliet  were  the  first  that  ascended  it,  on  or  about  the  first  of 
\ugust,  1673,  seven  years  before,  though  they  had  visited  the  Peorias  the  June 

previous,  by  land  from  (he  Mississippi, 
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The  French  had  a  clear  advantage  over  both  the  Spanish  and  English,  in  a 
point  most  vital  to  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies,  founded  in  this  part  of  our  coun- 
try :  they  possessed  a  greater  facility  to  assimilate  themselves  into  the  affections, 
habits,  and  inclinations  of  the  natives,  and  to  gain  their  alliance  and  good  will, 
as  I  have  before  hinted,  in  taking  their  women  as  wives.  This  is  apparent  from 
their  own,  and  from  other  writers.  They  seemed  to  have  superior  power  and 
adroitness  in  winning  the  affections  of  the  Indians,  wherever  they  came  among 
them.  And  yet  they  were  by  no  means  so  successful  in  establishing  colonies. 
Those  in  this  valley,  notwithstanding  the  mild  climate,  and  in  the  most  fertile 
soil,  and  one  of  the  most  favorable  positions,  were  abandoned,  broken  up,  and 
renewed  several  times  before  they  became  permanent ;  not  so  with  those  in  the 
cold  and  snowy  country  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  they  prospered  and  soon  extended 
to  the  lakes  of  the  West,  re-establishing  those  of  this  valley.  It  is  proverbial 
that  the  human  powers,  bodily  and  mental,  are  best  developed  by  difficulty  and 
opposition.    Witness  the  progress  of  tlie  Morrnans,  as  a  sect,  in  our  day. 

M.  de  Tonti,  who  accompanied  La  Salle  up  the  lakes  from  Quebeck,  after  de- 
scribing their  voyage  and  success,  and  their  facilities  in  making  peace  with  the 
Indians,  about  Chicago,  and  building  their  Fort  at  that  place,  he  says,  "  he 
turned  his  attention  towards  the  prosecution  of  his  journey  into  the  interior  of 
Illinois;"  to  illustrate  their  route,  forts,  &c.  the  following  map  is  given. 

The  following  is  a  fac  simile  of  Hennepin's  map,  so  far  as  it  describes  this  re- 
gion of  country.  His  errors  in  latitude,  it  seems  to  me,  might  have  been  avoided: 


River 


He  adds :  "  Leaving  ten  men  in  the  new  Fort  of  Miamis, "[Chicago.]  (the  coii^-^^ 
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pany  consisted  of  forty-four,  besides  tlie  three  reeoUet  Monks.)  "  proceeding  up 
the  river  Miamis  and  across  the  portage  with  their  canows,  they  reached  the  Illi- 
nois river  in  four  days."'  ******* 

*******  "  We  fell  down  this 

rivor  by  easy  journeys,  tlie  better  to  ob.servo  the  country  and  supply  ourselves 
W'ith  provisions."  ******** 

******  We  spent  six  days  from  the  portage, 
where  we  embarlied  to  the  first  village  of  Indians."  This  village  consisted  of 
500  cabins,  which  they  found  entirely  deserted.  The  historian  describes  the 
cabins  as  divided  into  two  apartiTients,  made  with  logs  interlaid  with  branches, 
the  roofs  covered  with  bark ;  the  outside  of  their  cabins  plastered  with  mud,  and 
the  inside  covered  with  mats  made  out  of  husks  of  corn  braided  or  woven  to- 
gether, or  with  skins.  Under  each  cabin  was  a  celler  full  of  corn,  an  article  the 
French  needed,  and  with  which,  by  their  own  account,  they  .supplied  themselves. 
The  remains  of  a  number  of  such  Indian  habitations  are  still  visible  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  city,  near  the  lake,  on  Morton,  Voris  and  La  Veill's  Addition  to  Peo- 
ria. A  more  minute  and  corroborating  description  of  this  act,  I  will  here  give 
in  an  extract  from  the  XXXI  Chapter  of  Father  Hennepin's  History : 

"When  the  savages  have  gather'd  in  their  Indian  corn,  they  dig  some  holes 
in  the  ground,  where  they  keep  it  for  summer-time,  because  meat  does  not  keep 
in  hot  weather;  whereas  they  have  very  little  occasion  for  it  in  winter :  and  'tis 
then  their  custom  to  leave  their  villages,  and  with  their  whole  families,  to  go  a 
hunting  oxen,  beavers,  &c.  carrying  with  them  but  a  small  quantity  of  tljeir  corn, 
which  however  they  value  so  much,  that  the  most  sensible  wrong  any  one  may 
do  them,  in  their  opinion,  is  to  take  some  of  their  corn  in  their  absence.  We 
found  no  body  in  the  village,  as  we  had  foreseen;  for  the  Illinois  had  divided 
themselves,  according  to  their  custom,  and  were  gone  a  hunting.  Their  ab- 
sence caused  a  great  perplexity  amongst  us  ;  for  we  wanted  provisions,  and  yet 
durst  not  meddle  with  the  Indian  corn  the  savages  had  laid  under  ground  for 
their  subsistence,  and  to  sow  their  lands.  However,  our  necessity  being  very 
great,  and  it  being  impossible  to  continue  our  voyage,  without  provisions,  espe- 
cially seeing  the  oxen  and  other  beasts  had  been  driven  from  the  banks  of  the  river 
by  means  of  fire,  as  I  liave  related  in  the  last  chapter,  M.  la  Salle  resolved  to  take 
about  forty  bushels  of  corn,  in  hopes  to  appease  the  savages  with  some  presents." 

"  We  embark'd  again  with  these  fresh  provisions,  and  continu'd  to  fall  down 
the  river  which  runs  directly  to  the  soutli.  Four  days  after,  being  the  first  of 
January,  1680,  we  said  mass ;  and  having  wish"d  a  happy  r.ew  year  to  M.  la 
Salle,  and  to  all  others,  I  thought  fit  to  make  a  pathetical  exhortation  to  our  grum- 
blers, to  encourage  them  to  go  on  cheerfully,  and  to  inspire  tliem  with  union  and 
concord.  Father  Gabriel,  Zenobe,  and  I,  embrac'd  them  afterwards  ;  and  they 
promised  us  to  continue  firm  in  their  duty.  The  same  day  we  went  through  v 
lake  form'd  by  the  river,  about  seven  leagues  long,  and  one  broad.  The  savages 
call  that  place  Pimitceuii ;  that  is,  in  their  tongue,  '  a  place  where  there  is  abun- 
dance of  fat  beasts.' " 

■ '  We  had  been  inform"d  that  the  Illinois  were  our  enemies ;  and  therefore  M_ 


>L1GHT   OF    THE    I.N'DIANS  —  NEW    YEAR's    BALL.  ^|' 

ia  Salle  had  sesolved  to  use  all  manner  of  precaution  when  we  should  meet 
with  them ;  but  we  found  ourselves  on  a  sudden  in  the  middle  of  their  camp, 
which  took  up  tlie  two  sides  of  the  river.  BI.  la  Salle  order'd  immediately  his 
men  to  make  their  arms  ready,  and  brought  his  canow's  on  a  line,  placing  him- 
self to  the  right,  and  M.  Tonti  to  the  left ;  so  that  we  took  almost  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  river.  The  Illinois  who  had  not  yet  discovered  our  fleet,  were 
very  much  surprised  to  see  us  coming  so  swiftly  upon  them ;  for  the  stream  was 
extraordinary  rapid  in  that  place  :  Some  run  to  their  arms,  but  most  took  the 
flight,  with  horrid  cries  and  bowlings." 

By  this  extract  you  will  observe  that  the  different  accounts  of  the  first  disco- 
very of  this  valley,  and  their  voyages  hither,  though  written  by  diflferent  men, 
all  agree  in  the  main ;  and  that  this  deserted  village  must  have  been  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Kankakee,  or  Fox  rivers,  as  in  four  days  thereafter,  they  arrived 
near  this  place.  M.  de  Tonti  in  Ms  account  further  adds,  "  that  pursuing  their 
voyage  about  90  miles  further,  they  came  to  a  lake  about  20  miles  long."         * 

*******  After  passing  through 
the  lake,  (which  the  reader  will  recognize  as  Peoria  Lake.)  they  came  again  to 
the  channel  of  the  river,  and  found  themselves  bet\^■een  two  Indian  emcamp- 
ments."  [See  the  view  given  on  page  28,  of  Hennepin's  departure  down  the 
river.]  "  On  percei\'ing  the  strangers  the  Indians  fled.  But  some  were  bold 
enough  to  return  to  linow  who  and  what  they  were  ;  one  of  their  chiefs  came 
forward  and  enquired  "  who  they  were  and  what  were  their  objects  T'  "  They 
were  answered  by  the  interpreter  that  they  were  French;  their  object  was  to 
make  known  to  them  the  God  of  Heaven ;  to  oflTer  them  the  protection  of  the 
King  of  France,  and  to  trade  with  them."  The  Illinois  tendered  the  Calumet 
of  peace,  and  the  explorers  made  presents,  of  which  Brandy,  (or  '•  Fire-water," 
as  the  Indians  called  it.)  appears  to  have  been  liberally  used.  They  were  soon 
on  the  most  amicable  terms  with  them,  and  a  great  feast  was  held,  which  lasted 
several  days,  attended  with  dancing  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  and  firing  guns, 
and  other  demonstrations  of  joy,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  who  told  their  new 
friends  of  the  depredations  they  had  been  compelled  to  make  on  their  corn  at 
their  deserted  village,  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature,  and  oflTered  liberal  re- 
muneration in  toys  and  brandy."  The  reader  will  see  the  corroboration  of  this 
history  given  by  different  authors,  and  that  this  was  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1680. 

This  was  probably  the  first  New  Year's  Ball  ever  held  in  Peoria,  or  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  which  was  171  years  ago,  or  at  least  it  is  the  first  we  have  any 
record  of,  and  the  dancers,  it  seems,  held  out  longer  than  those  at  the  present 
day,  and  probably  for  a  different  purpose,  for  there  were  a  variety  of  dances  in 
olden  time,  to  which  the  terra  national,  may,  with  some  propriety,  be  applied  to 
the  Indians,  as  well  as  civilized  nations.  As  among  the  ancients,  dancing  con- 
stituted one  of  the  principal  cexemonies,  in  their  religious  festivals,  it  could  not 
■be  suddenly  abolished,  on  similar  occasions,  m  those  nations  which  were  con- 
verLsd,  at  a  later  period,  to  Ghristiani*3^  Among  the  -Jews,  dancing  was 
practised  at  their  religious  ceremonies  ; 
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^  "  Soon  as  the  men  their  lioly  dance  had  done, 
The  Hebrew  matrons  the  same  rites  begun:  .    ,    ,   . 

'  Miriam,  presiding  o'er  the  female  throng, 

Begins,  and  suits  the  movements  to  the  song." 

The  Jews  probably  derived  this  custom  from  their  aTfcient  oppressors,  the 
Egyptians ;  for  we  find  that  they  indulged  in  it  during  their  journey  througli  the 
Avilderness,  shortly  after  their  departure  from  the  land  of  Pharaoh.  The  Indian 
dances,  wherever  performed,  is  only  participated  in  by  the  males,  suiting  their 
'■■  movements  to  the  song,"  which  the  reader  knows  if  he  ever  witnessed  a  war 
dance,  or  their  festivals. 

Perhaps  the  reader  would  not  think  it  out  of  place  here,  as  we  have  recorded 
the  first  "  ball,"  if  we  should  also  give  you  an  account  of  the  first  "  protracted 
nieeting"  and  baptism,  which  I  will  do  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
the  same.  P.  Marquette  and  M.  Joliet,  first  visited  the  Peoria  tribe  on  Sunday, 
the  25th  of  June,  1673,  and  spent  the  Sabbath  with  them,  and  a  part  of  Monday. 

Marquette  says:  "I  thought  fit  to  acquaint  them  with  the  subject  of  our 
voyage,  and  therefore  told  them,  1.  That  we  designed  to  visit  all  the  nations 
that  were  on  that  river,  down  to  the  sea.  2.  That  God  Almiglity,  their  Creator, 
took  pity  on  them,  and  had  sent  me  to  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  his  Being, 
and  therefore  expected  a  full  submission  from  them.  3.  That  the  great  captain 
of  the  French  had  commanded  me  to  tell  them,  that  he  had  subdu'd  the  Iro- 
quois, and  would  have  every  bodylive  in  peace.  4.  We  desir'd  them  to  tell  us 
whatever  they  knew  concerning  the  nations  we  were  to  meet  along  the  river. 
We  enforc'd  every  point  of  our  speech  with  a  present,  and  then  sate  down. — 
The  captain  of  the  Illinois  answer'd,  that  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  great 
actions  of  our  captain,  meaning  the  governor  of  Canada,  and  desir'd  us  to  re- 
main amongst  them,  because  of  the  great  dangers  to  which  we  should  be  ex- 
pos'd  in  continuing  our  voyage  ;  but  I  told  him  that  we  did  not  fear  to  lose  our 
lives  for  the  glory  of  God ;  at  which  they  were  mightily  surpriz'd."  * 

********  "They  pre- 

sented us  W'ith  girdles  and  garters,  and  some  other  works  made  of  the  hair  of 
bears  and  oxen.  We  lay  in  the  cabin  of  the  captain,  and  the  next  day  took  our 
leave  of  him,  promising  to  return  in  four  "moons." 

According  to  his  account  we  have  of  it,  a  meeting  was  held  by  P.  Marquette, 
and  his  associates  on  this  second  visit,  or  return  from  below  to  the  Perouarca 
tribe,  as  he  had  promised  them  on  his  visit  in  June,  '•'  to  return  in  four  moons," 
as  he  did  not  decend  the  Mississippi  lower  down  than  about  where  Memphis  now 
stands,  to  the  village  of  the  Akamsca. 

A  cotemporary  writer  remarks,  that  P.  Marquette  was  a  French  Jesuite,  wlio 
had  been  for  sometime  employed  as  a  Missionary  among  the  Indians  in  Canada. 
His  knowledge  of  the  Indian  tongue  and  manners,  facilitated  his  missionary  in- 
fluence among  the  Illini,  and  other  tribes  he  visited  farther  down  the  Mississip- 
pi and  up  the  Illinois  rivers — his  account  can  be  relied  upon.  I  will,  therefors 
in  this  place,  make  an  extract  from  his  writings :  .  ■ 
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"  On  Monday,  the  23th  of  June.-vve  went  a-shore,  and  found  some  fresh  trarcR 
of  men  upon  the  sand,  and  then  found  a  path*  which  led  into  a  meadow.  Wp. 
caird  our  men  together,  and  it  was  resolv'd  that  our  men  sliou'd  continue  in  the. 
canow's,  while  M.  Joliet  and  I  shou'd  follow  that  path,  and  endeavour  to  find 
the  hahitation  of  the  savages.  This  undertaking  was  very  bold,  yet  relying 
upon  God  Almighty,  we  went  on,  and  within  ten  leagues  from  thence,  disco- 
ver'd  a  village  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  two  other  villages  on  a  hill  within 
half  a  league  from  the  former."  ******* 

"  We  left  the  village  of  the  Akamsca,  on  Monday  the  17th  of  July,  1673, 
having  followed  the  Mississippi  from  the  latitude  of  42  to  34,  and  preach'd  the 
gospel  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  to  the  nations  we  visited.  We  went  up  the 
river  with  great  difficulty,  because  of  the  rapidity  of  the  stream,  and  left  it  in 
the  latitude  of  38  degrees,  (Cape  St.  Anthony.)  and  went  into  a  river,  which 
conducted  us  into  the  lake  of  the  niinois,t  which  way  is  much  shorter  than  the 
bther,  by  the  river  Mesconsin,  through  which  we  came.  *  *  * 

"They  receiv'd  us  with  all  the  kindness  imaginable,  and  oblig"d  me  to  pro- 
mise that  I  wou'd  return  to  instruct  them,  and  live  in  their  country.  Their 
captain,  with  most  of  their  youth,  accompany'd  us  to  the  lake  of  the  Illinois, 
from  whence  we  return'd  to  the  bay  of  Puans,  f  where  we  arriv'd  towards  the 
latter  end  of  September,  having  been  about  three  months  in  our  journey." 

"  Altho'  my  tedious  journey  shou'd  be  attended  with  no  other  advantage 
than  the  salvation  of  one  soul,  I  shou'd  think  my  pains  sufficiently  rewarded  ; 
and  I  hope  I  may  presume  so  much ;  for  having  preach'd  the  gospel  to  the 
Illinois  of  Perouarca  for  three  days  together,  in  our  return,  my  words  made  such 
an  impression  upon  that  poor  people,  that  as  we  Were  embarking,  they  brought 
to  me  a  dying  child,  to  christen  him,  which  I  did  about  half  an  hour  before  l", 
dy'd,  by  a  special  providence  of  God,  who  was  pleased  to  save  that  innocent 
creature."  ^ 

The  Hon.  Sidney  Brees,  delivered  an  addres.?  before  the  Knos  College,  in 
Galesburgh,  on  the  26th  June,  1850,  the  day  after  completing  the  177th  anni- 
versary of  Marquette's  visit  to  Illmois.  He  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  early 
Jesuit  missionaries,  especially  to  Marquette.  Spoke  of  his  landing  in  Iowa  at 
the  foot  of  the  lower  rapids,  where,  for  the  first  time  on  the  Mississippi,  he  saw 
the  tracks  of  men,  and  of  his  establishment  of  a  mission  at  Peoria  lake,  in  the 
fall  of  1673.  The  crucifix  and  the  fire  water  were  the  first  emblems  of  civili- 
zation in  Illinois.  Mr.  B.  represented  the  current  story  that  the  French  govern- 
ment established  a  cordon  of  posts  from  Canada  to  Louisiana,  to  maintain  their 
power  against  the  English  on  the  Atlantic,  as  false,  and  that  those  establish- 
ments were  made  by  the  Jesuits  and  the  traders,  solely  from  motives  coiiiiected 
with  the  counting-room  and  the  conversion  of  the  natives. 

He  also  gave  an  account  of  the  first  baptism  on  record,  in  the  town  of  Kas- 
kaskia,  as  follows  :  "  The  first  name  in  the  register  of  l}aptisms  of  the  chur-K 
at  Kaskaskia,  is  Peter  Accho,  who  was  baptized  by  James  Gravier,  oij 
Sunday;;the  20th,day  of  March  1695." 

*  More  particularly  noted  in  Chap.  VII.  t  Chicago,  %  Green  Bay - 

B 
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This  was  near  22  years  after  the  baptism  of  the  one  by  P.  Marquette,  at  thi> 
place,  at  the  "meeting  of  da3rs,"  which  must  have  taken  place  about  the  2<1 
Sabbath  (13th)  of  August,  1673. 

Mr.  B.  gave  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  French  villages  ;  thinks  that  Kas- 
kaskia  in  its  palmiest  days  contained  no  more  than  1000  inhabitants,  and  that 
there  were  only  eiglit  or  nine  thousand  Indians  in  the  Stale. 

By  reference  to  the  sketch  of  history  before  alluded  to,  it  appears  from  his 
statement  that  the  French  dwelt  entirely  in  villages,  and  had  no  separate,  but 
common  fields,  which  were  not  fenced  until  1727,  when  they  were  enclosed 
only  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  off  the  cattle.  The  French  had  no  manufac- 
tures, and  used  no  looms,  churns  or  bricks.  They  had  no  coopers,  but  packed 
their  flour  for  the  New  Orleans  market  in  elk  skins.  The  boatmen  were  the 
most  important  personages  among  them.  Their  manners  were  convival.  When 
the  English  took  possession  in  1765,  the  better  portion  of  the  French  removed 
to  Natchez,  Eaton  Rouge,  New  Orleans,  and  other  places," 


GIMFTIE  II. 


^larqaette's  second  visit — retiu'n  and  death — Hints  of  ''•  French  claim''  in  tlus 
eity — Surveys,  when  made  and  by  whom — Extracts  and  fac  simile  Map  from 
Coxe's  Caroiana — Description  of  the  country,  Anim.als,  Vegetables.  Minerals. 
&C.- — Account  of  '■  The  Company  of  the  West"' — Our  mining  business  and 
grant  of  lands — ^return  of  the  agent  in  1744 — ^Location  of  Fort  Creve-coeur — 
Death  of  LaSalle — Discovery  of  Antiquities  of  the  15th  Century  at  Peoria 
— Best  birds-eye  view  of  the  City  of  Peoria' — Shape  and  Size  of  the  fort — Re- 
fisctions,  of  a  Local  Nature. — Admission  ?of  Illinois  into  the  Union. — Des- 
truction of  the  French  Village. — Gov.  Edward's  Expedition  in  1813. — Build- 
ing of  Fort  Clark. — Origin  of"  French  Clann,"  and  Map  from  Brown's  Sur- 
vey.— ;Petition  of  the  French  Inhabitants  to  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  Indemnity  or  Remuneration  for  the  Destruction  and  Burning  of 
"  La  Ville  Maillette"  by  Government  Troops.— Survey  Attempted  ;  Conflict- 
ina;  Interests  of  Citizens  ;  it  is  abandoned.— Final  Survey  made  by  Brown  in 
1837,  of  their  Village,  Founded  in  1778. 


Afterwards  Marquetta  returned  to  the  Illinois,  by  their  request,  and  ministered 
to  them  until  1675.  On  the  18  th  of  May,  in  that  year,  as  he  was  passing  with 
liis  boatmen  up  Lake  Michigan,  he  proposed  to  land  at  the  mouth  of  a  stream 
running  from  the  peninsula,  and  there  perform  mass.  Leaving  his  men 
v.ith  the  canoe,  he  went  a  little  way  apart  to  pray,  they  waiting  for  him. 
As  much  time  passed  and  he  did  not  return,  they  called  to  mind  that  he  had 
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said  something  of  his  death  being  at  liand,  and  anxiously  went  to  seek  lii:n. 
Tiiey  found  him  dead ;  where  he  liad  been  praying  he  died.  The  canoe-men 
dug  a  grave  near  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  and  buried  him  in  the  sand.  Here 
his  body  was  liable  to  be  exposed  by  a  rise  of  water;  and  would  have  beeii 
so,  had  not  the  river  retired,  and  left  the  missionary's  grave  in  peace.  Charle- 
voix, who  visited  the  spot  some  fifty  years  afterward,  found  that  the  waters  had 
forced  a  passage  at  tlie  most  difficult  point,  had  cut  through  a  bluff,  rather  thaii 
cross  the  lowland  where  that  grave  was.     The  river  is  called  Marquette.* 

While  the  simple-hearted  and  true  Marquette  was  pursuing  his  labors  of  love 
in  the  West,  two  men,  differing  widely  from  him  and  each  other,  were  pre- 
paring to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  and  perfect  the  discoveries  so  well  begun  by 
him  and  Sieur  Joliet.     These  were  Robert  de  la  Salle  and  Louis  Hennepin. 

The  following  lines  recently  appeared  in  the  St.  Louis  Union  on  the 
DEATH  OF  MARQUETTE. 
He  had  come  to  the  land,  where  in  ritdeness 
. .  ■  _  Was  hanging  the  clustering  vine ;  ■ 

Where  the  branches  unpruned  of  the  elm  tree 

Were  wreatlied  with  the  wild  muscadine. 
Where  the  branching  horn  stag  by  the  river  < 

,1.  Was  bounding  in  freedom  and  joy, 

Where  the  buffalo  roamed  o'er  the  prairie. 
Where  hunted  the  wild  Illinoi.s. 
'  '     ■  He  had  gazed  on  the  crystal  Ohio, 

He  liad  wondering  stood  by  its  shore,  ■ 

,,  ,,  .  .     ',.        And  sailed  o'er  the  great  Mississippi, 

Where  the  white  man  ne'er  ventured  before. 
He  had  threaded  the  wilds,  where  before  !iim. 

The  foot  of  the  white  man  ne'er  trod  ;  '    ■ 

He  had  pierced  to  the  depllis  of  1  hose  forests,  ^-■    ,,;, 

To  speak  of  llie  mercies  of  God. 
'         ,  He  had  come,  like  an  angel  of  mercy, 

•'>*■-'    ■'     ■  ■  And  peace  round  his  ]jathway  he  she'd — ' 

For  the  hunt  and  the  strife  were  forsoltcn, 

And  thoughts  of  the  battle  had  fled.  ,    •        '        -ji,, 

And  wiierever  he  wandered,  in  rev'rence  ,,    ,„    .,     ^    < 

The  chieftain,  untutored  and  wild,         .  '   ,         '   '. 

Sat  beside  him  and  drank  in  the  accents'     '■'■  ^.  '•■'■'  ■   .'.:'  • 

That  fell  from  his  lips  like  a  child. 
He  had  come  to  the  land  that  seemed  destined 

For  the  people  of  Him,  the  Most  High, 
Yet  he  gazed  on  the  wonders,  the  beauties, 
Of  that  promised  land,  but  to  die  ! 
******** 

They  have  reared  no  proud  monument  o"er  liini. 
^  To  tell  of  his  glory,  his  fame  ;  , 

Yet,  oh,  think  not,  it  ever  shall  perisli 

Or  e'er  be  forgotten — his  name  ! 
For  as  often  upon  the  dark  waters, 
■  He  hears  the  wild  tempests  that  roar, 
The  Indian  calls  on  the  spirit 

Of  him  who  is  laid  on  that  shore. 
And  his  name,  it  is  stamped  on  that  river, 

And  never  forgotten  shall  be, 
"While  Marquette  with  the  dark  Mississippi 
. Rolls  on,  ever  on,  to  the  sea.  CO''DM.A.N.. 

*  Charlevoix's  Letters,  Vol.  H.  p.  96. 
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To  show  my  readers  tlie  foundation  of  the  "French  Claim"  in  this  city,  and 
vicinity  of  Peoria- — and  which  should  be  embraced  in  our  history,  being  a  part 
and  parcel  of  the  same — from  the  many  adverse  claims  that  have  grown  out  of 
it,  I  will  hereafter  give  my  readers  a  copyof  the  French  petition  to  the  Hous« 
of  Representatives,  with  which  I  have  been  politely  favored  by  one  of  their 
attorneys.  This  petition  is  signed  by  thirteen  of  their  most  influential  men, 
resident  citizens,  in  the  year  of,  and  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war 
of  1812.  On  this  petition,  presented  in  1813,  a  report  w-as  made  in  1820,  and  a 
survey  attempted  under  the  order  of  Congress  of  1823,  by  W.  S.  Hamilton,*  in 
1826,  but  never  accepted  by  the  government.  A  final  survey  was  made,  which 
was  consumated  and  adopted  under  the  act  of  1823,  in  1840,  (as  appears  from 
documents)  by  Jas.  C.  Brown,  surveyor  of  Public  Lands  for  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  a  map  of  v^'hich  is  given  on  a  subsequent  page. 

The  style  of  agriculture  in  all  the  French  settlements  was  sin^ple.  Both  the 
Spanish  and  French  governments,  in  forming  settlements  on  the  Mississippi, 
had  special  regard  to  convenience  of  social  intercourse,  and  protection  from  the 
Indians.  All  their  settlements  were  required  to  be  in  the  form  of  villages  or 
towns,  and  lots  of  a  convenient  size  for  a  door  yard,  garden  and  stable  yard, 
were  provided  for  each  family.  To  each  village  were  granted  two  tracts  of 
land  at  convenient  distances,  for  '•'  common  fields,'"  or  "  commons.''' 

A  common  field  is  a  tract  of  land  of  several  hundred  acres,  enclosed  in  com- 
mon by  the  villagers,  each  person  furnishing  his  proportion  of  labor,  and  each 
family  possessing  individual  interest  in  a  portion  of  the  field,  marked  off  and 
bounded  from  the  rest.  Ordinances  were  made  to  regulate  the  repairs  of  fences, 
the  time  of  excluding  cattle  in  the  spring,  and  the  time  of  gathering  the  crop, 
and  opening  the  field  for  the  range  of  cattle  in  the  fall.  Each  plat  of  ground 
in  the  common  field  was  owned  in  fee  simple  by  the  person  to  vvhom  granted, 
subject  to  sale  and  conveyance,  the  same  as  any  landed  property. 

A  common  tract  of  land  granted  to  the  town  for  wood  and  pasturage,  in 
which  each  owner  of  a  village  lot  has  a  common,  but  not  an  individual  right. 
In  some  cases  this  tract  embraced  several  thousand  acres. 

By  this  arrangement,  something  like  a  community  system  existed  in  their  in- 
tercourse. If  the  head  of  a  family  v^as  sick,  met  with  any  easuality,  or  was 
absent  as  an  engage,  his  family  sustained  little  inconvenience.  His  plat  in  the 
common  field  was  cultivated  by  his  neighbors  and  the  crop  gathered.  A  plea- 
sant custom  existed  in  these  French  villages  not  thirty  years  since,  and  vvMch 
had  come  down  from  the  remotest  period. 

*Col.  Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  youngest  son  of  the  distinguished  Alexan'r  Hamilton, 
diedat  Sacramento  City  on  the  7th  of  October,  1850.  The  Transcript  says :  Mr. 
H.  was  educated  at  West  Point,  where  he  had  graduated  at  the  age  of  21.  Im- 
mediatly  after  he  removed  to  Illinois,  (Peoria,)  vvhere  he  acted  some  time  as 
Surveyor  of  Public  Lands.  He  filled  a  number  of  public  offices  in  the  State,  un- 
til at  length  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  to  engage  in  minuig,  which  business  he  suo- 
otiBsfully  prosecuted,  until,  like  thousands  of  others,  he  was  attracted  to  \he gol- 
den regions  of  California.  For  about  a  year  he  had  been  successfully  engagjed  u^ 
iMiBJajg  aad  trading. 
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The  husbanman,  on  liis  return  at  evening  from  his  daily  toil,  was  alv.'aysmet 
byliLs  affectionate /emme -with  the  friendly  kiss,  and  very  commonly 'vvii hone, 
perhaps  two  of  the  youngest  children,  to  receive  the  same  salutation  from  le 
pere.  This  daily  interview  was  at  the  gate  of  the  door  yard^  and  in  view  of 
all  the  villagers.  The  simple-hearted  people  were  a  liappy  and  contented  race. 
A  few  traits  of  these  ancient  characteristics  remain,  but  most  of  the  descendents 
of  the  French  are  fully  Americanised. 

The  first  explorers  of  this  valley  were  Marquette  and  Joliet,  the  2d  La  Salle, 
Hennepin  and  M.  de  Tonti,  the  third  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Daniel 
Coxe,  in  1698.     A  fourtli  was  P.  de  Charlevoux,  in  17"21. 

Daniel  Coxe,  Esq.  published  "  A  description  of  the  English  Province  of  Car- 
olana,"  in  1722,  which  was  reprinted  in  St.  Louis  in  1840,  from  which  I  make 
the  following  extracts  touching  the  resources  of  our  State  as  he  viewed  it  in 
his  dajr,  near  a  century  and  a  half  since,  as  well  as  a  sectional  fac  simile  map 
and  description  of  this  region  of  the  State.  It  v^ill  be  seen  that  he  differs  widely 
from  Hennepin  in  his  points  of  latitude.  They  must  have  been  poor  calculators, 
or  else  have  had  very  bad  instruments.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  the  true  lati- 
tude of  our  northern  boundary  is  the  exact  medium  between  these  extremes, 
being  42  degrees  and  a  half 

COXE'S  MAP  OF  NORTHERN  ILLINOIS,  in  IWS. 


of  the  lUinouccks. 
ke  Pinkatovi.  [Peoria.] 
Croeve  cure. 
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"  The  river  Meschacebe  is  so  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  North ;  c«&« 
being  the  name  for  a  river,  even  as  far  as  Hudson's  Bay ;  and  mescha,  great, 
yvhich  ia  the  great  river;  and  by  the  French,  who  learned  it  from  them,  cor- 
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ruptly,  Blissisippi ;  which  name  of  Meschacebe  it  dotli  retain  among  tlie  sava- 
ges, during  half  its  eonrse  :  Afterwards  some  call  it  Chucagua.  * 

********  "  The  excellent 
and  convenient  situation  of  tiiis  country  fur  inland  trade  and  navigation,  and 
for  trade  with  the  Spaniards  in  New  Mexico,  the  wh.ole  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and 
the  South  Sea,  (which  I  shall  hereafter  demonstrate)  will  be  greatly  for  the 
advantage,  and  not  in  the  least  to  the  prejudice  of  our  home  plantation  trade, 
jis  will  appear  more  evident  by  the  description  of  this  great  river  Meschacebe, 
and  those  rivers  that  enter  into  it,  together  v^ith  the  vast  navigable  lakes  of 
fresh  water  adjoyning  thereunto."  ***** 

In  Chapter  III.  he  gives  "  A  description  of  the  Sea  Soast,  the  large  rivers, 
their  heads  and  courses,"  &c.  *  »  *  *  ^-  * 

*  *  *  "  On  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  before  you  come 

to  the  bottom,  is  a  harbour  capable  of  small  ships;  and  there  enters  into  it  a 
small  river,  which  at  two  leagues  distance  approaches  the  river  Checagou,  the- 
north  branch  of  the  river  Allinouecks,  which  is  from  the  main  branch  of  said 
river  fifty  miles.  Near  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  on  the  east  side,  is  the  fair  river 
of  the  Miamihas  (so  call'd  because  upon  it  lives  part  of  a  nation  bearing  the 
same  name)  wliich  in  its  passage  comes  within  two  leagues  of  the  great  easterly 
branch  of  the  river  of  the  Allinouecks,  and  its  springs  are  A"ery  near  the  heads 
of  some  rivers  which  enter  the  Ouabachi.*  Monsieur  de  la  Salle  on  his  first 
arrival  in  tliis  river,  which  was  about  the  year  1679,  findhig  it  admirably  well 
situated  for  trade,  and  the  country  surrounding  it  extremely  pleasant  and  ferlil, 
artfully  gained  the  permission  of  the  natives  to  build  a  fort  therein,  under  the 
specious  pretence  of  protecting  them  from  the  insults  of  the  English  and  Iro- 
f^ois,  whom  he  represented  as  cruel  and  treacherous  enemies,  continually  plot- 
ting the  destruction  of  them,  and  all  the  Indians  roiuid  about.  In  this  fort  was 
formerly  a  great  magazine  and  storehouse  for  all  sorts  of  European  goods,  and 
hither  tlie  traders  and  savages  continually  resorted  to  purchase  them.  It  com- 
manded the  entrance  into  the  lake,  and  kept  all  the  neighbouring  Indians  in.  ■ 
awe  and  subjection.  Nations  to  the  west  of  this  lake,  besides  the  before  men- 
tion'd,  are  part  of  the  Outogamis,  Mascoutens  and  Kikpouz  :  then  the  Ainoves, 
the  Cascasehia,  and  a  little  to  the  South-west  of  the  bottom  of  tliis  lake,  and 
more  to  the  North,  the  Anthontans,  and  part  of  the  Mascoutens,  near  the  river 
Misconsing.  The  countries  surrounding  this  lake,  especially  towards  the  south, 
are  very  charming  to  the  eye,  the  meadows,  fruit-trees  and  forrests,  together 
with  the  fowls,  wild  beasts,  &c.,  affording  most  things  necessary  for  the  support 
and  comfort  of  life,  besides  Indian  corn,  with  which  the  natives  abound  :  and 
European  fruits,  grains,  and  all  other  useful  vegetables,  by  reason  of  the  good- 
ness of  the  soil,  and  mildness  of  the  climate,  would  certainly  thrive  there,  as 
well  as  in  their  native  countries."  ***.-(:* 

In  Chapter  VI.  on  "Animals,  Vegetables.  Minerals,"  &c.  he  says:  "The 
wild  animals  of  this  country,  besides  the  elk  or  bufTalo  abovemention'd,  are 
panthers,  bears,  wolves,  wild  catts,  none  of  which  are  hurtful  to  mankind  ; 

*  Waljash. 
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deer  of  divers  sorts,  bever,  otter,  fox,  racoons,  sqiurrels,  martins,  and  conies 
between  ours  and  hares  m  great  abundance  ;  as  likewise  a  rat  with  a  bag  under 
its  throat,  wherein  it  conveys  its  young  when  fovc'd  to  fly.  All  these  are  useful 
for  their  furs  or  skins,  and  some  for  food  ;  but  I  think  it  not  material  nor  con- 
sistent with  my  design'd  brevity  to  enter  into  a  particular  description  of  them  : 
No  more  than  of  the  following  bird  or  wild  fowl  found  all  over  the  country, 
:-ea-shore  and  rivers,  such  as  eagles,  gosse  hawks,  falcons,  jer-falcons  and 
most  other  birds  of  prey  that  are  in  Europe  ;  great  companies  of  turkies,  bus- 
tards, pheasants,  partridges,  pidgeons,  thrushes,  black-birds,  snipes,  swans, 
geese,  ducks,  teale,  pelicans,  parrots,  and  many  other  sorts  of  curious  birds 
differing  from  ours."  ******* 

*  *  "  Lead  is  there  in  great  quantities.    What  has  already 

been  discovered  is  more  than  sufficient  for  common  use,  and  the  oar  affords  sixty 
per  cent." 

"  I  need  not  perhaps  mention  coal,  the  country  so  much  abounding  in  wood. 
But  because  in  some  cases,  that  may  be  more  useful  and  proper  than  wood,  I 
will  add,  that  in  many  places  there  are  known  to  be  mines  of  pit  coal,  like  that 
we  have  from  Scotland,  Wales,  and  some  of  our  inland  coimtries  in  England." 

"'  Iron  oar  is  in  abundance  of  places  near  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  and  some 
parts  produce  iron,  little  inferior  to  steel  in  goodness,  and  useful  in  many  cases, 
v\  herein  steel  is  commonly  imploy'd,  as  divers  attest,  who  have  made  trials 
Thereof." 

The  project  for  an  e::;ploration  for  minerals  was  started  in  France.  Gold, 
silver  and  diamonds, — not  the  paltry  gatherings  .  of  lead,  copper  and  iron, — 
were  the  objects  sought.  The  most  liberal  inducements  to  French  emigrants, 
especially  to  miners  and  mechanics,  were  held  out,  and  Phillip  Francis  Renault, 
as  the  agent  and  manager  of  "  the  Company  St.  Phillips,"  came  "out.  This 
company  was  a  branch  of  the  company  of  the  West,  for  prosecuting  the  mining 
business  in  Upper  Louisiana.  He  left  France  in  1719,  with  200  mechanics,  mi- 
ners and  laborers,  and  proceeded  with  all  things  necessary  to  prosecute  the 
objects  of  the  company. 

At  St.  Domingo,  he  bought  five  hundred  slaves  for  working  the  mines,  which 
he  brought  to  Illinois,  Avhere  he  arrived  in  1720. 

Renault  established  himself  and  his  colony  a  few  miles  above  Kaskaskia,  in 
what  is  nov»f  the  south-west  corner  of  Blonroe  oounty,  and  called  the  village 
he  founded  St.  Phillips.  Great  excitement  existed  in  France  at  the  prospective 
success  of  Renault,  and  large  expectations  were  entertained  in  returns  of  gold 
and  silver,  all  of  wliich  resulted  in  woful  disappointment. 

From  this  point  he  sent  out  his  mhiing  and  exploring  parties  into  various  sec- 
tions of  Illinois  and  Upper  Louisiana,  as  Missouri  was  then  called.  Excava- 
tions for  minerals  were  made  along  Drewry's  creek,  in  Jackson  county,  about 
the  St.  3Iary,  in  Randolph  county,  in  Monroe  county,  along  Silver  creek,  in  St. 
Clair  county,  and  many  other  places  in  Illinois,  the  remains  of  which  are  still 
visible.  Silver  creek  took  its  name  from  the  explorers,  and  tradition  states  that 
considerable  quantities  of  silver  ore  w^as  raised  and  sent  over  to  Francs.  It  i  < 
tiiought,  however,  that  no  successful  discoveries  were  made.  *  * 
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Renault  finally  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  smelting  of  lead,  of  which 
he  made  considerable  quantities.  It  was  conveyed  from  the  interior  on  pack 
horses  to  the  Slississippi  river,  sent  to  New  Orleans  in  perogues,  and  from 
thence  shipped  to  France  > 

The  operations  of  Renault  were,  retarded  and  checked  from  a  quarter  least 
expected.  The  French  ivingat  Paris,  in  May,  1719,  issued  an  edict  by  which 
the  "  Company  of  the  West"  was  united  to  the  East  India  and  China  Company, 
under  the  title  of  the  Royal  Company  of  the  Indies. 

The  explorations  for  mineral  treasures  extended  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and 
Kentucky  rivers,  and  to  the  Cumberland  Valley,  in  Tennessee,  and  even  to 
mountain  range  between  the  eastern  waters  and  those  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  exertions  of  Renault,  on  behalf  of  the  ••  Company  of  the  V/est,"  and 
his  claims  for  services,  were  not  passed  over  by  the  government.  Four  grant."? 
of  land,  already  noticed,  were  made,  covering  large  tracts  of  country,  and  which 
bear  date  June  14th,  1723,  but  whether  legal,  has  not  been  decided.  One  of 
these  was  at  "  Old  Piora,"  on  the  Illinois  river,  said  to  embrace  a  copper-mine, 
the  discovery  of  which  was  the  consideration.  *  *  * 

He  continued  in  the  Illinois  country  many  years  after  the  explosion  of  the 
"  Mississippi  bubble."  After  disposing  of  his  slaves,  (or  those  of  the  company.) 
10  the  French  inhabitants  in  Illinois,  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  in  1744.* 
Tlius  ended  the  first  series  of  efforts  at  mining  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  objects  of  inquiry  with  some  antiquarians  is, 
whether  there  are  any  evident  indications  of  Alphabetical  writing  on  our  con- 
tinent. A  few  specimens  of  rude  sculpture  and  drawing  have  been  found  in 
difTerent  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  shells,  ornaments,  &c.  evidently 
brought  from  great  distances.  About  five  years  since,  in  excavating  for  the 
building  now  occupied-  by  the  Peoria  Dem.  Press,  nine  medals  and  a  quantity 
of  beads  were  found,  which  were  medals  of  the  15th  century.t  We  would  in^ 
vite  particular  attention  to  the  position  and  circumstances  of  Indian  or  ancient 
remains  which  may  henceforth  be  found  in  excavating  streets,  or  for  buildings. 
in  our  city,  and  would  express  a  wish  that  they  mjght  be  recorded  and  made 
known.  Our  newspapers  ofTer  a  most  favorable  veliicle  for  the  commimicalinn 
of  such  discoveries  and  observations,  and  our  editors  generally  must  have 
taste  and  judgment  enough  to  give  room  for  them. 

The  antiquarian,  or  curious,  in  viewing  landscapes,  will  not  grudge  the  time 
spent  in  a  visit  to  the  old  Fort.  For  about  a  mile  this  side  the  old  site,  on  an 
eminence  just  above  Adams'  Mills,  a  beautiful  view  is  presented  to  the  north- 
ward or  westward,  (on  a  point  of  "clearing"  which  can  be  seen  directly  east 
of  our  landing,)  to  one  of  the  most  beautiful  landscapes.  Looking  west,  you 
have  a  most  splendid  view  of  Peoria,  and  to  the  north,  the  openings  in  the  tim- 
ber on  the  N.  W.  bank  of  the  lake,  as  far  up  as  the  '  Narrows,'  (Little  Detroit.) 
A  better  view  of  Peoria  and  the  surrounding  scenery  cannot  be  found  ;  it  sur- 
passes anything  of  the  kind  we  have  yet  seen  of  landscapes. 

*  Schoolcraft's  View  of  the  Mines.  t  See  Chapter  VOL 
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Reflectioxs  of  a  Local  Nature. — There  are  a  thousand  things  in  this 
world  to  afflict  and  sadden' — but  oh!  how  many  tl  at  are  beautiful  and  good. 
The  world  teems  with  beauty — beautiful  landscapes  n.nd  locations  for  citie?, 
towns  and  villages  :  objects  tliat  gladden  the  eye  and  warm  the  heart — the  city 
of  Peoria  was  one  of  those  places  '■'  long,  long  ago,"'  to  the  red  man  of  the  forest, 
as  expressed  in  the  following  lines: — 

"  Yes,  happy  did  the  Indian  roam,  '  The  Indian  from  thy  hills  has  gone, 

Sole  monarcli  of  thy  charms !  He  ne'er  shall  leap  them  more  ! 

And  proudly  claim  thee  for  his  home  !     A  fairer  race  now  gaze  upon. 
His  by  valorous  arms;  And  tr?lk  tliy  beauties  o'er; 

But  where  is   he,  that  Indian  bravo  ?       Yet  stiil  the  same  thou'It  ever  be^ 
Why  liear  v.^e  not  his  cry  ?  Romantic,  witching,  sweet. 

Or  mark  liim  on  yon  distant  v.'ave  ;        Admiring  cron-ds  sliall  visitYliee 
His  paddle  lifted  high  ?  Tliy  many  charts  repeat. 

Hennepin  gives  an  cccount  of  tl-.e  location  and  building  of  a  fort  in  otir  vicirn- 
ty,  by  La  Salle,  a  description  of  which  I  have  given  a  sketch,  at  the  Close  of 
that  given  below,  from  Hennepin's  work.  I  also  give  a  sketch  of  the  close  of 
that  adventurer's  life,  as  given  by  the  lion.  C.  Gayarra,  in  an  address  before 
the  lyceuin  in  New  Orleans,  some  years  since — he  says  : 

"The  result  was,  tliat  La  Salle  fotmd  himself  abandoned  on  the  shores  of 
the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  in  16S5,  and  was  reduced  to  shift  for  himself,  with  very 
limited  resources.  Here  follows  a  period  of  two  other  years  of  great  sufTer- 
ings,  and  of  bold  and  incessant  wanderings  through  the  present  State  of  Texas, 
until,  after  a  long  series  of  adventures,  he  was  basely  Inurdcred  by  his  French 
companions,  and  revenged  by  lus  body  servant,  an  Englisliman  by  birth.  He 
died  somev.'here  about  the  spot  whore  now  stands  the  city  of  Wasliington,  (in 
Texas,)  which  owes  its  foundation  to  some  of  ih?J.  race  to  which  belonged  his 
avenger,  and  (lie  star-spangled  banner  nov."  proudly  waves  v.dtere  the  first  pio- 
neer of  civilization  consecrated  Vv'ith  his  blood  the  future  land  of  liberty." 

As  I  have  before  said  on  page  27,  La  Salle  and  his  co-vo5'ager3  set  out  in 
the  fall  of  1679,  from  the  Niagara  River,  for  this  region  of  country.  Allow  me 
to  refer  to  this  again,  to  show  the  perseverance  of  the  Chevalier  in  overcoming 
difficulties,  to  copy  from  Charlevoix — after  traversing  the  lakes  to  Chicago,  he 
says :  On  the  3d  of  December,  having  mustered  all  his  forces,  thirty  laborers  and 
three  monks,  after  having  left  ten  men  to  garrison  the  fort,  La  Salle  stait:d 
again  upon  ."his  great  voyage  and  glorious  undertaking."  Ascending  the  S'j 
Josephs  river  in  the  south-western  part  of  Mich.igan.,  to  a  point  where,  Ly  a 
short  portage,  they  passed  to  the  "  The-av-Jd-Jd,"  (now  corrupted  into  Kanka- 
kee,) a  main  branch  of  the  Illinois  river.  Fallii>g  down  the  said  river  by  easy 
journeys  the  better  to  observe  the  country,  about  the  last  of  December,  readied 
a  village  of  the  Illinois  Indians,  containing  ncme  5C0  cah-'n'.  '  ' 

*  *  *  *  .1;  *  *■ 

On  the  1st  of  January  1680,  fell  into  a  lake  which  must  have  been  Lake  Peoria. 
Here  the  natives  were  "met  in  iB.vge  numbers,  but  they  were  gerJie  and  kind, 
and  having  spent  some  time  with  them,  La  Saile  detcimincd  in  that  neighbor- 
hood to  build  anotlicr  fort,  for  he  found  that  alreadj'  c(  me  of  tie  adjoining  tribes 
were  trying  to  disturb  th.e  good  feciing  wliic-u  c:viftcd  :  aLcl,  nicrcovcr,  ccme  o*' 

C 
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bis  own  men  were  disposed  to  complain.  A  tpot  upon  rising  ground,  near  the 
river,  was  accordingly  choeen  about  the  middle  of  January,  and  the  fort  of 
Creve-coeur  (Broken  Heart,)  commenced ;  a  name  expressive  of  the  very  natu- 
ral anxiety  and  sorrow,  which  the  pretty  certain  loss  of  his  Grijin,  and  his 
consequent  impoverishment  (for  there  were  no  insurance  offices  then.)  the  dan- 
ger of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  and  Oi  mutiny  en  the  part  of  his 
men,  might  w-ell  cause  him. 

Nor  were  his  fears  by  any  means  grcundless.  In  the  first  place,  his  discon- 
tented followers,  and  afterwards  emissaries  frcm  the  Masccutens,  tried  to  per- 
suade the  Illinois  that  he  was  a,  friend  of  the  Iroquois,  their  most  deadly  ene- 
mies ;  and  that  he  was  among  them  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  them.  But 
La  Salle  was  an  honest  and  fearless  man,  and,  as  soon  as  coldness  and  jeal- 
OUS3"  appeared  on  the  part  of  his  hosts,  he  went  to  them  boldly  and  asked  the 
cause,  and  by  his  frank  statements  preserved  their  good  will.  His  disappointed 
enemies,  then,  or  at  some  other  time,  for  it  is  not  very  clear  when,*  tried  poison  ; 
and,  but  for  "  a  dose  of  good  treacle,"  La  Salle  might  have  ended  his  days  in 
Fort  Creve-cffiur. 

Meanwhile  the  winter  wore  av.a^-,  and  the  prairies  were  getting  to  look  green 
again  ;  but  our  discoverer  heard  no  good  news,  received  no  reinforcement ;  his 
properly  was  gone,  his  men  were  deserting  him,  and  he  had  little  left  but  his 
own  strong  heart.  The  second  year  of  his  hopes,  and  toils,  and  failures,  was 
half  gone,  and  he  farther  from  his  object  than  ever  :  but  still  he  had  that  strong 
heart,  and  it  was  more  than  men  and  money.  He  saw  that  he  must  go  back 
to  Canada,  raise  new  means,  and  enlist  new  men  ;  but  he  did  not  dream,  there- 
fore, of  relinquishing  his  projects.  On  the  contrary,  he  determined  that,  while 
he  was  on  his  return,  a  small  party  should  go  to  the  Mississippi  and  explore  that 
stream  towards  its  source ;  and  that  Tonti,  with  the  few  men  that  remained, 
E-hould  strengthen  and  extend  his  relations  among  the  Indians. 

For  the  leader  of  the  Mississippi  exploring  party,  he  chose  Fatiior  Louis  Hen- 
nepin ;t  and  having  furnished  him  with  all  the  necessarry  articles  started  him 
upon  his  voyage  on  the  4th  of  March,  1GS0.+ 

And  here,  for  a  lime,  we  must  leave  La  Saile  and  Tonti,  and  notice  the  ad- 
ventures of  Hennepin,  who.  it  will  be  remembered,  left  Fort  Creve-coeur  on  the 
•1th  of  March,  1GS0.+     On  the  eighth  he  reached  the  Misgissippi,  and  paddling 


*  Charlevoix  sa3's  it  was  at  the  close  of  1679;  Hennepin,  that  they  did  not 
reach  Peoria  till  January  1st,  1680.  We  have  no  means  of  deciding,  but  fol- 
low Hennepin,  who  is  particular  as  io  dates,  and  was  present. 

t  The  commander  was  D'Acau,  corruptly  made  Dacan  by  many  modern  wri- 
ters. Our  authority  is  Dr.  Sparks.  In  a  manscript  correspondence  on  the  sub' 
ject,  withtiie  editor.  Dr.  S.  says  : 

""  In  my  French  BISS.,  I  find  the  word  vsTitten  D'Acau,  and  I  suppose  it  was 
rcinmoniy  called  Acau.  Hence  Hennepin  writes  it  irom  the  sound  Ako ;  and 
from  the  blind  manner  in  which  the  name  was  written  in  Tonti's  original  MS., 
D'Acau,  -was  mistaken  for  Ducan  ;  ana  here  we  haA-e  the  origin  of  the  conflict 
between  Hennepin  and  Tnnti,  in  regard  to  this  name,  which  has  puzzled  the 
subsequent  writers.". —  Western  Anrinh.  }Sro  Ante.,  page  "28. 
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up  its  icy  stream  as  he  best  could,  by  the  eleventh  of  April,  had  got  no 
higher  than  the  Wisconsin.  Here  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  band  of  north- 
ern Indians,  who  treated  him  and  his  comrades  with  considerable  kindness,  and 
took  them  up  the  river  until  about  the  first  of  May,  when  they  reached  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  which  were  then  so  named  by  Hennepin  in  honor  of  his 
patron  saint.  Here  they  took  to  the  land,  and  traA-eling  nearly  two  hundred 
miles  towards  the  north-west,  brought  him  to  their  villages.  These  Indians 
were  the  Sioux.  Father  Hennepin  and  his  two  comrades  were  the  first  voyagers 
up  the  3Ii=sissippi — IVIarqette  and  Joliet  the  first  down,  about  7  years  previous. 

Here  Hennepin  and  his  companions  remained  about  three  months,  treated 
kindly  and  trusted  by  their  captors ;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  met  with  a 
band  of  Frenchmen,  headed  by  one  Sieur  de  Luth,  who,  in  pursuit  of  trade 
and  game,  had  penetrated  thus  far  by  the  route  of  Lake  Superior;  and,  willi 
these  fellow  countrymen  the  Franciscan  returned  to  the  borders  of  civiliz  ed 
life,  in  November,  16S0,  just  after  La  Salle  had  gone  back  to  the wilderness 
on  his  third  tour.  Hennepin  soon  after  went  to  France,  where,  in  163-1,  he 
published  a  work  narrating  his  adventurers.* 

3Iany  conjectures  have  been  made  as  to  the  site  of  old  Fort  Creve-cceur. — 
So.^^e  have  placed  it  near  Wesley  City,  below,  and  some  near  to  Spring 
Bay,  about  ten  miles  above  our  city;  but  according  to  the  following  description 
given  by  Father  Hennepin,  the  site  is  about  three  miles  above  this  ;  the  remains 
are  yet  to  be  seen    answering  Father  Hennepin's  description,  viz  : 

■  On  the  south-east  bank  of  this  river  (Illinois,)  and  it  forms  two  or  three 
lakes,  but  one  mightily  extoll'd,  called  Pimitoeuii,  (Peoria;  that  is,  in  their 
tongue,  a  place  where  there  is  abundance  of  fat  beasts  ;)  which  is  20  miles  long 
and  3  miles  broad ;  M.  de  La  Salle  erected  a  fort  in  the  year  1680,  which  he 
named  Crevc-coeur,  from  the  grief  which  seized  him  on  the  loss  of  one  of  his  chief 
trading  barks,  richly  laden,  and  the  mutiny  and  villainous  treatment  of  somo 
of  his  own  company,  who  first  attempted  to  poison  and  then  desert  him."        * 

(They  were  then  probably  with  the  Cumamick  tribe,  near  the  Senatchewine. 
now  the  town  of  Chillicothe,  20  miles  above  this.) 

'  M.  La  Salle  desired'me  to  go  down  to  the  river  with  him,  to  choose  a  place 
fit  to  build  a,  Fort,  After  having  viewed  the  country,  we  pitched  upon  an 
eminence  on  the  b^nk  of  a  river,  defended  on  that  side  by  the  river,  and  two 
others  by  two  ditches,  which  the  rains  had  ra,ade  very  deep  by  succession  of 
time,  so  that  it  was  accessible  only  by  one  way ;  therefore  we  cast  a  line  to 
join  those  two  ditches,  and  made  the  eminence  steep  on  every  side,  supporting 
the  earth  with  great  pieces  of  timber,  ***** 

and  we  named  it  the  Fort  of  Creve-coeur,  (literally  rendered  Eursted  Heart,) 
because  the  desertion  of  our  men  and  the  other  difliculties  we  labored  under, 
had  broken  our  hearts." 

*  The  whole  subject  of  Hennepin's  credibility,  is  presented  by  Mr.  Spark?, 
in  his  life  of  La  Salle,  with  great  firmness  and  precision,  and  to  that  we  refen- 
all  curious  readers. 
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Some  eight  years  since  I  was  informed  that  the  site  of  an  old  Fort  answering 
the  description  of  the  one  built  by  M.  La  Salle,  lay  about  two  or  three  miles 
east  of  Peoria.  About  four  years  since,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wren,  (the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land.)  I  m.ade  a  si;rvey  of  these  ancient  and  interesting  remains. 
That  part  of  the"  ditch"'  and  wall  from  the  ravine  S.  E.  cc/ner  to  the  gate- 
way G.,  is  75  feet,  from  thence  northwesterly  to  the  other  ravine  is  100  feet; 
thence  to  the  west  side  of  the  "  ditch"  is  50  feet,  thence  southerly  a  "  ditch"  of 
150  feet  is  cast  up,  (with  a  gateway  towards  the  Lake,)  to  the  ravine ;  there  it  is 
impassible  for  60  and  SO  feet  further  to  the  east  to  a  '•'  ditch"  and  place  of  beain- 
n'ni,  as  represented  in  tlie  following  diagram: 


A\» 


(^^  FORT  CEEVECCEUH.  ^ 


Wm    Cccupied  by  M.  La  Salle,  in  1680.    mM  ^l 

kr^^^^,^,^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^ ,,,,  Bluff.  ^^  ^      I 


The  e?iaet  date  of  tlie  first  permanent  settlements  in  Illinois,  cannot  now^  be 
ascertained,  unless  we  regard  the  trading  post  of  Creve-cceur,  near  the  present 
site  of  Peoria,  as  the  first,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  remained  a  con- 
tinuous, and  therefore  permanent  station. 

To  return  again  to  tlie  Chevalier  himself,  he  met  Tonti,  as  we  have  said,  at 
Mackinac,  in  June,  1631 ;  thence  he  went  dovrn  the  lakes  to  Fort  Frontenac,  to 
make  the  needful  preparations  for  prosecuting  his  western  discoveries ;  these 
being  made,  we  find  him,  in  August,  1681,  on  his  way  up  the  lakes  again,  and 
on  the  3d  of  November,  at  the  St.  Josephs,  as  full  of  confidence  as  e\"er.  The 
middle  of  December  had  come,  however,  before  all  were  ready  to  go  forward, 
and  then,  with  twenty-three  Frenchm.en,  eighteen  eastern  Lidians,  ten  Indian 
women  to  wait  upon  their  lazy  mates,  and  three  children,  he  started,  not  as 
before  by  the  way  of  the  Kankakee,  but  by  the  Chicago  river,  traveling  on 
foot,  and  with  the  baggage  on  sledges.  It  was  upon  the  5th  or  6th  of  January, 
16S2,  that  the  band  explorers  left  the  borders  of  lake  Michigan ;  they  crossed 
the  portage,  passed  down  to  Fort  Creve-cceur,  which  tlicy  found  in  good  con- 
dition, and  still  going  forward,  on  the  6th  of  February,  were  upon  the  banks 
'  i'  the  T'lissi-^Fippi.     On  the  thirteenth  tliey  commenced  their  downward  pasr 
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sage,  but  nothing  of  interest  occurred,  until,  on  the  26th  of  the  month,  at  thte 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  a  Frenchman,  named  Prudhomme,  who  had  gone  out  with 
others  to  hunt,  was  lost,  a  circumstance  wliich  led  to  the  erection  of  a  fort 
upon  the  spot,  named  from  the  missing  man,  who  was  found  however,  eight  or 
nine  days  afterwards.  Pursuing  their  course,  they  at  length,  upon  the  6th  of 
April,  1682,  discovered  the  three  passages  by  which  the  Mississippi  discharges 
its  waters  into  the  Gulf;  and  here  we  will  let  La  Salle  himself  tell  his  story,  a^ 
it  is  given  in  the  "  Proces-verbal,"  which  Mr.  Sparks  has  translated  from  the 
original  in  the  French  archives.     It  thus  proceeds  : 

"  We  landed  on  the  bank  of  the  most  western  channel,  about  three  leagues 
from  its  month.  On  the  7th,  31.  de  La  Salle  went  to  reconnoitre  the  shores  of 
the  neighboring  sea,  and  M.  de  Tonti  likewise  examined  the  great  middle  chan- 
nel.    They  found  these  two  outlets  beautiful,  large  and  deep. 

On-the  8th,  we  reascended  the  river,  a  little  above  its  confluence  with  the 
sea,  to  find  a  dry  place,  beyond  the  reach  of  inundations.  The  elevation  of  the 
North  Pole  was  here  about  27".  Here  we  prepared  a  column  and  a  Cross,  and 
to  the  said  column  we  affixed  the  arms  of  France,  with  tliis  inscription : 


LOUIS 


LE 
GRAND, 


RIO  DE  FRANCE  ET  DE  NAVARRE,  I 


I  REGENT; 

!^»«^j^x^ag:s><«3        LE 


^NEUVIEME-; 


AVRIL, 


1682, 


The  whole  party,  under  arms,  chaunted  the  Te  Deum,  the  Exaudiat^  the 
Pomine  salvum  fac  Regan  ;  and  then,  after  a  salute  of  fire-arms  and  cries  o*' 
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Vive  le  Roi,  the  column  was  erected  by  M.  de  la  Salle,  who  standing  near  it, 
said,  with  a  loud  voice  in  French  : — 

"  '  In  the  name  of  the  most  high,  mighty,  invincible,  and  victorious  Prince 
Louis  the  Great,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  Four- 
teenth of  that  name,  this  ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  I,  in  virtue  of  the  commission  of  his  Majesty,  wliich  I  hold  in  my 
hq^d,  and  which  may  be  seen  by  all  whom  it  may  concern,  have  taken,  and  do 
now  take,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his  successor  to  the  crown,  posses- 
sion of  this  country  of  Louisiana,  the  seas,  harbors,  ports,  bays,  adjacent  straits  ; 
and  all  the  nations,  people,  provinces,  cities,  towns,  villages,  mines,  minerals, 
fisheries,  streams  and  rivers,  comprised  in  the  extent  of  the  said  Louisiana^ 
from  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Louis,  on  the  eastern  side,  otherwise. 
called  Ohio,  Alighin,  Sipore  or  Chukagona,  and  this  with  the  consent  of  the 
Chaounons,  Chickasaws,  and  other  people  dwelling  therein,  with  whom  we 
have  made  alliance  ;  as  also  along  the  river  Colbert  or  Mississippi,  and  rivers 
which  discharge  themselves  therein,  from  its  source  beyond  the  country  of  the 
Kious  or  Nadouessious,  and  this  with  their  consent,  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Montantees,  Illinois,  Mesigam.eas,  Natches,  Koroas,  vv'hich  are  the  most 
considerable  nations  dwelling  therein,  with  whom,  also,  we  have  made  alli- 
ance either  by  ourselves,  or  by  others  in  our  behalf;*  as  far  as  its  mouth  at  the 
sea,  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  about  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of  the  elevation  of 
the  North  Pole,  and  also  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Palrns ;  upon  the  assu- 
rance, which  we  have  received  from  all  these  nations,  that  we  are  the  first  Eu- 
ropeans who  have  descended  or  ascended  the  said  river  Colbert ;  hereby  pro- 
testing against  all  those,  who  may  in  future  undertake  to  invade  any  or  all 
of  these  ^countries,  people  or  lands,  above  described,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
right  of  his  Majesty,  acquired  by  the  consent  of  the  nations  herein  named. 
Of  which,  and  of  all  that  can  be  needed,  I  hereby  take  to  witness  those  who 
hear  me,  and  demand  an  act  of  the  Notary,  as  required  by  law.' 

"  To  which  the  whole  assembly  responded  with  shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi,  and 
with  salutes  of  fire-arms.  Moreover,  the  said  Sieur  de  la  Salle  caused  to  be 
buried  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  to  which  the  cross  was  attached,  a  leaden  plate„ 
on  one  side  of  which  v.ere  engraved  the  arms  of  France,  and  the  following 
Latin  inscription : 

LVDOVICVS  MAGNVS  REGENT. 

NONO  APRILIS  CI;3  IOC  LXXXII. 
ROBERTVS  XJAVELLIER,  CVM   DOMINO  DE  TONTY,  LEGATO,  R. 
P.  ZENOBI  MEMBRE,  RECOLLECTO,  ET  VIGINTI  GALLIS  PRIMVS 
HOC  FLYMEN,  INDE  AB ILINEORYM  PAGO,  ENAYIGAYIT,  EJ VSQYE 
OSTIVM  FECIT  PERVIVVM,  NONO  APRILIS  ANN!  CIO  IDC  LXXXII. 

*  There  is  an  obscurity  in  this  enumeration  of  places  and  Indian  nations, 
which  may  be  ascribed  to  an  ignorance  of  the  geography  of  the  country ;  but 
it  seems  to  be  the  design  of  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  to  lake  possession  of  the  whole 
territory  watered  by  the  Mississippi  from  if?  mouth  to  its  source,  and  by  the 
streams  flowing  into  it  onbotli  sides. — Sparks. 
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After  which  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  said,  that  his  Majesty,  as  eldest  son  of  the 
Church,  would  annex  no  country  to  his  crown,  without  making  its  chief  care 
to  establish  the  Christian  religion  therein,  and  that  its  sjinbol  must  now  be 
planted  :  which  was  accordingly  done  at  once  by  erecting  a  cross,  before  which 
the  Vexilla  and  the  Bomine  salvum  fac  Regem  were  sung.  Whereupon  the 
ceremony  was  concluded  with  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi. 

"  Of  all  and  every  of  the  above,  the  said  Sieur  de  la  Salle  having  required 
of  us  an  instrument,  we  have  delivered  to  him  the  same,  signed  by  us,  and  by 
the  undersigned  witnesses,  this  ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-two.  ''  LA  METAIRE,  Notary. 

De  la  Salle,  Pierre  You, 

P.  Zenobe,  Recollect  Missionary.  '       Giles  Meucrat, 

Henry  de  Tonty,  Jean  Michel,  Surgeon, 

Francois  de  Boiskondet,  .  Jean  Mas, 

Jean  Bourdon,  Jean  Dulignon, 

Sieur  d'Autray,  Nicholas  de  la  Salle." 

Jaques  Cauchois. 

Thus  w  as  the  foundation  fairly  laid  for  the  claim  of  France  to  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  according  to  the  usages  of  European  powers.  But  La  Salle  and  his 
companions  could  not  stay  to  examine  the  land  they  had  entered,  nor  the  coast 
they  had  reached.  Provisions  with  them  were  exceedingly  scarce,  and  they 
were  forced  at  once  to  start  upon  their  return  for  the  north.  This  they  did  with- 
out serious  trouble,  although  somewhat  annoyed  by  the  savages,  until  they 
reached  Fort  PrudliOmme,  where  La  Salle  was  taken  violently  sick.  Finding 
himself  unable  to  announce  his  success  in  person,  the  Chevalier  sent  forward 
Tonti  to  the  lakes  to  communicate  with  the  Count  de  Frontenac :  he  himself 
was  able  to  reach  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Josephs,  toward  the  last  of 
September.  From  that  post  he  sent  with  his  dispatches.  Father  Zenobe,  to  re- 
present liim  in  France,  while  he  pursued  the  more  lucrative  business  of  attend- 
ing to  his  fur  trade,  in  the  north-west,  and  completing  his  long  projected  fort 
of  St.  Louis,  upon  the  high  and  commanding  bluff  of  the  Illinois,  now  known 
as  Rock  Fort ;  a  bluff  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  and  accessible  only  on 
one  side.*  Having  seen  this  completed,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  pre- 
serve a  good  understanding  with  the  Indians,  and  also  to  keep  up  a  good  trade 
with  them,  in  the  autumn  of  1683,  the  Chevalier  sailed  for  his  native  land,  which 
he  reached  on  the  13lh  of  the  December  following.  *  *  * 

*  *  *  La  Salle  set  sail  again  on  the  24th  of  July,  1684, 

from  Rochelle  to  America,  with  twenty-four  vessels,  four  of  which  were  for 
the  discover}'  and  settlement  of  the  famed  Louisiana.     These  four  carried  two 

*  After  exchanging  views  and  facts  with  Dr.  Sparks,  he  writes,  Nov.  26, 
1846:  "  It  appears  to  me  that  "  Buffalo  Rock,"  from  your  description,  is  most 
likely  to  have  been  the  site  of  La   Salle's  Fort  St  Louis." 

Buffalo  Rock  is  a  singular  promontory  on  the  north  side  of  the  Illinois  river  in 
La  Salle  county,  six  miles  below  Ottawa.  It  rises  nearly  50  or  60  feet,  nearly 
perpendicular  on  three  sides,  and  contains  on  its  surface  about  600  acres,  of 
timber  and  prnirie. — Gaz.  of  Illinois  by  Ed. 
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lumdred  and  eighty  persons,  including  the  cvew?  ;  tliere  were  soldiers,  artifi- 
cers, and  volunteers,  and  also '•  some  young  women.''  *  *  * 

They  reached  the  isl'and_  of  St.  Domingo  on  the  20th  of  September,  where 
the-y  were  detained  by  sickness  for  two  months.  In  the  mean  time  the  Span- 
iards had  taken  four  of  his  vessels,  with  the  one  wherein  he  had  embarked  his 
tetorcs  and  implements. 

The  sick  man  had  to  bestir  hinifrelf  thereupon  to  procure  new  supplies  ;  and 
while  he  was  doing  so,  his  enemies  were  also  bestirring  themselves  to  seduce 
his  men  from  liim,  so  that  v.ith  death  and  desertion,  lie  was  likely  to  have  a 
small  crew  at  the  last.  But  energy  did  much  ;  and,  on  the  25th  of  November, 
the  first  of  the  remaining  vessels,  she  that  was."  to  caT/  the  light,"  sailed  for 
the  coast  of  America.     In  her  went  La  Salle  and  ino  hi«torlrin  of  'he  voyage; 

For  a  whole  montli  were  the  disconlate  sailors  saiiing,  and  sounding,  and 
stopping  to  take  in  water  and  shoot  a,liigators,  and  drifting  in  utter  uncertainty, 
until,  on  the  28th  of  December,  the  main  land  was  fairly  discovered.       *      * 

*  *       they  coasted  about  through  the  whole  month  of  January,  18S5. 

They  started  on  the  4th  of  February,  and  traveled  eastw-ard,  (for  it  was  clear 
that  they  had  passed  the  river)  during  three  days,  when  they  came  to  ,a  great 
stream  which  they  could  not  cross,  having  no  boats.  Here  they  made  fire  .sig- 
nals, and,  on  the  13th,  two  of  the  vessels  came  in  sight;  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
or  entrance  of  the  bay,  for  such  it  proved  to  be,  was  forthv.ith  sounded,  and 
the  barks  sent  in  to  be  under  shejter.  But  sad  to  say.  La  Salle's  old  fortune 
was  at  work  here  again ;  for  the  vessel  which  bore  his  provisions  and  most 
valuable  stores,  was  rmi  upon  a  shoal,  by  the  grossest  neglect,  or,  Ss  Joutel 
thinks,  with  malice  [prepense ;  and  soon  after,  the  wind  coming  in  strong  from 
the  sea,  she  fell  to  pieces  in  the  night,  and  the  bay  was  full  of  casks  and  packa- 
ges, which  could  not  be  saved,  or  worthless  when  drawn  from  the  salt  water. 
From  this  untimely  fate  our  poor  adventurer  rescued  but  a  small  half  of  his 
second  stock  of  indispensables. 

And  here  for  a  moment  let  us  pause,  to  look  at'  the  Chevalier's  condition  in 
the  middle  of  March,  1685.  Beaujeu  with  his  ship,  is  gone,  leaving  his  com- 
rades in  the  marshy  wilderness,  with  not  much  of  joy  to  look  forward  to. — 
They  had  guns  and  powder,  and  shot ;  eight  cannon,  too,  '•'  but  not  one  bul- 
let,"' that  is,  cannon-ball,  the  naval  gentlemen  having  refused  to  give  them 
any.  And  here  our  lonely  settlers,  building  a  fort  upon  the  shores  of  the  Bay 
of  St.  Louis,  as  they  called  it,  knov,-n  to  us  as  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  or  Ma- 
tagorda Bay,  in  Texas.  They  build  from  the  wreck  of  their  ship,  we  cannot 
think  with  light  hearts  ;  every  plank  and*^iraber  tells  of  past  ill  luck,  and,  as 
they  looked  forward,  there  is  vision  of  irritated  savages,  (for  there  had  been 
warring  already,)  of  long  search  for  the  Hidden  river,  (so  the  Spaniards  called 
the  Mississippi.)  of  toils  and  dangers  in  its  ascent  when  reached.  No  wonder 
that, '•' during  that  time  several  men  deserted."  So  strong  was  the  fever  for 
desertion,  that  of  some  who  stole  away  and  were  retaken,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  execute  one. 

From  March  1635,  to  March  "87  La  Salle  and  his  men  spent  m  searching  for 
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ihe  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  where  he  erected  the  Cross  in  16S2. — On  tlie  12ih 
day  of  January  1637,  the  last  company  of  La  Salle's  adventures  started.  A- 
mong  them  went  Joutel,  and  also  the  discontented  Duhaut ;  and  all  took  their 
"  leaves  with  f  o  much  tenderness  and  sorrow  as  if  they  had  presage  that  they 
should  never  see  each  other  more."  From  that  time  to  the  15th  of  March,  they 
spend  in  search  of  former  land  marks,  on  that  day  La  Salle,  recognizing  thu 
spot  where  they  were,  as  one  tltrough  which  he  had  passed  in  his  former  jour- 
ney, found  their  hidden  articles;  they  were  all  spoiled,  having  lain  near  five 
years — so  they  turned  towards  their  camp  again.  One  of  Salie"s  men,  on  their 
way,  killed  two  bullocks ;  so  they  sent  the  commander  word  that  they  had 
killed  some  meat,  and  meanwhile,  they  cut  up  the  bullocks,  and  took  out  t!io 
marrow-bones,  and  laid  them  aside  for  their  ou-n  choice  eating,  as  was  usual 
to  do.  When  La  Salle  heard  of  the  meat  that  had  been  taken,  he  sent  liis 
nephew  and  chief  confident,  M.  Moranget,  with  one  De  Male  and  liis  own  foot- 
man, giving  them  order  to  send  all  that  was  fit  to  the  camp  at  once.  M.  Moran- 
get, when  he  came  to  where  Duhaut  and  the  rest  were,  and  fomid  that  they  had 
laid  by  for  themselves  the  marrow-bones,  became  angry,  took  from  them  their 
choice  pieces,  threatened  them,  and  spoke  harsh  v,-ord^.  This  treatment  touched 
these  men,  already  not  well  pleased,  to  the  quick ;  and,  when  it  was  night,  took 
counsel  together  how  they  might  best  have  their  revenge.  The  end  of  such 
counseling,  where  anger  is  foremost,  and  the  wilderness  i.s  all  about  one,  needs 
scarce  be  told  ;  "  we  will  have  their  blood,  all  that  are  of  that  party  shall  die," 
said  these  malcontents.  So  when  M.  Moranget  and  the  rest  had  supped  and 
fallen  asleep,  Liotot  the  surgeon  took  an  axe,  and  with  few  strokes  killed  them 
all ;  all  that  were  of  Sa  Salle's  party,  even  his  poor  Indian  hunter,  because  ha 
was  Cxithful ;  and,  lest  De  M'ale  might  not  be  witli  them  (for  him  they  did  not 
kill,)  they  forced  him  to  stab  M.  Moranget,  who  had  not  died  by  the  first 
blow  of  Liotiot's  axe,  and  then  threw  them  out  for  the  carrion-birds  to  feast  on. 

This  murder  was  done  upon  the  17tli  of  March,  1G37.  And  at  once  the  mur- 
derers would  have  killed  La  Salle,  but  he  and  his  men  were  on  the  other  side 
of  a  river,  and  the  water  for  two  days  was  so  high  that  they  could  not  cross. 

La  Salle,  meantime,  was  growing  anxious  also;  his  nephew  so  long  absent, 
what  meant  it  ?  and  he  went  about  asking  if  Duhaut  had  not  been  a  malcon- 
tent;  IJut  none  said,  yes.  Donbtless  there  was  something  in  La  Salle ".s  lieart, 
which  told  him  his  followers  had  cause  to  be  Ills  foes.  It  was  now  the  20th  of 
the  month,  and  he  could  not  forbear  setting  out  to  seek  his  lost  relative.  Leav- 
ing Joutel  in  command,  therefore,  he  started  with  a  Franciscan  monk  and  one 
Indian.  Coming  near  .the  hut  which  the  murderers  had  put  up,  though  still  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  he  saw  carrion-birds  hovering  near,  and  to  call 
attention  if  any  were  there,  fired  a  shot.  There  were  keen  and  watching  ears 
and  eyes  there  ;  the  gun  told  them  to  be  quick,  for  the  prey  was  in  the  net ;  so, 
at  once,  Duhaut  and  another  crossed  the  river,  and,  while  the  first  hid  himself 
among  the  tall  weeds,  the  latter  showed  himself  to  La  Salle  at  a  good  distanci* 
off.  Going  instantly  to  meet  him,  the  fated  man  passed  near  to  the  spot  whera 
Duhaut  was  hid.     The  traitor  lay  still  til!  he  r.imj  opposita ;  then,  raising  hi* 
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piece,  shot  the  commander  through  the  heart;  after  lingering  an  hour,  he  died. 

Thus  fell  La  Salle,  on  the  threshold  of  success.  No  man  had  more  strongly 
all  the  elements  that  would  have  borne  him  safe  through,  if  we  except  that 
element  which  insures  affection.  "  He  had  a  capacity  and  talent,"  says 
Joutel,  one  of  his  staunchest  friends,  "to  make  his  enterprise  successful;  his 
constancy  and  courage,  and  extraordinary  knowledge  in  arts  and  sciences, 
which  rendered  him  fit  for  any  thing,  together  with  an  indefatigable  body, 
which  made  him  surmount  all  difficulties,  would  have  procured  a  glorious  issue 
to  his  undertaking,  had  not  all  those  excellent  qualities  been  counterbalanced 
by  too  haughty  a  behaviour,  which  sometimes  made  him  insupportable,  and  by 
a  rigidness  toward  those  that  were  under  his  command,  which  at  last  drev.'  on 
him  an  implacable  hatred,  and  was  the  occasion  of  his  death." 

La  Salle  died,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  upon  a  branch  of  the  Brazos.* 

Thus  ended  La  Salle's  third  and  last  voyage,  producing  no  permanent  settle- 
ment; for  the  Spaniards  came,  dismantled  the  fort  upon  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis, 
and  carried  away  its  garrison,  and  the  Frenchmen  who  had  been  left  elsewhere 
in  the  southwest  intermingled  with  the  Indians,  until  all  trace  of  them  was  lost. 

And  so  closed  his  endeavors  in  defeat.  Yet  he  had  not  worked  and  suffered  in 
vain.  He  had  thrown  open  to  France  and  the  world,  an  immense  and  most  valu- 
able country ;  had  established  .several  permanent  forts,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  more  than  one  settlement  there.  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  and  Cahokia,  to  this  day 
are  monuments  of  La  Salle's  labors ;  for  though  he  founded  neither  of  them, 
{unless  Teoria,  which  was  built  nearly  upon  the  sight  of  Fort  Creve-cceur,)  it 
was  by  those  whom  he  led  into  the  West,  that  these  places  were  peopled  and 
civilized.  He  was,  if  not  the  first  discoverer,  the  first  settler  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  and  as  such  deserves  to  be  known  and  honored. | 

Tonti,  left  by  La  Salle  when  he  sailed  for  France,  after  reaching  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  in  1682,  remained  as  commander  of  the  Fort,  which  he  had  begun  in 
1680'  Here  he  staj^ed,  swaying  absolutely  the  Indian  tribes,  and  acting  as  vice- 
roy over  the  unknown  and  uncounted  Frenchmen  who  were  beginning  to  wander 
through  tJiat  beautiful  country,  making  discoveries  of  which  we  have  no  records 
left.  In  1686,  looking  to  meet  La  Salle,  he  went  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi;  but  discovering  no  signs  of  his  old  comrade,  he  turned  northward 
again.  *  *  *  *  .1=  *  *  *  After 

reaching  his  post  on  the  Illinois,  he  found  work  to  do ;  for  the  Iroquois,  long 
threatening,  were  now  in  the  battle-field,  backed  by  the  English  and  Tonii, 
with  his  western  wild  allies,  was  forced  to  march  and  fight.  Engaged  in  this 
business,  he  appears  to  us  at  intervals  in  the  pages  of  Cliarlevois ;  in  the  fall  of 
1687,  we  have  him  with  Joutel,  at  Fort  St.  Louis  :t  in  April,  1689,  he  suddenly 
appears  to  us  at  Creve-ccEur,  revealed  by  the  Baron  La  Hontan ;  and  again, 
early  in  1700,  D'Iberville  is  visited  by  him  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. — 

*  Sparks,  15S.  t  see  Ante,  p  47. 

I  The  autjiorilics  in  relation  to  La  Sal'r  fire  Henncpui  :  a  narrative  pMl.>]iplicd 
JD  t!;o  name  of  Tonti,  in  1697.  Inn  (lifcl.'iiniri!   Uv  him  .  ((.'hiirlrvoix  iii.  r;6-")."i 
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After  that  we  see  liim  no  more,  and  the  Biographie  Universelle  tells  U3,  that, 
though  he  remained  many  years  in  Louisiana,  he  finally  was  not  there ;  but  of 
his  death,  or  departure  thence,  no  one  knows.  *  *  *  * 

*  *  "La  Salle's  death,"'  says  Charlevoix,  in  one  place,  "  dis- 

persed the  French  who  had  gathered  upon  the  Illinois ;"  but  in  another,  he 
speaks  of  Tonti  and  20  Canadians,  as  established  among  the  Illinois  3  years  after 
the  Chevalier's  fate  was  known  there.*  This  however,  is  clear  that  before  1693, 
the  Reverend  Father  Gravier  t  began  a  mission  among  the  Illinois,  and  becaraa 
the  founder  of  Kaskaskia,  tliough  in  what  year  we  know  not ;  but  for  some  time 
it  was  merely  a  Missionary  Station,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  consisted 
entirely  of  natives,  it  being  one  of  three  of  such  villages,  the  other  two  being  Ca- 
hokia  and  Peoria.  This  we  Icarn  from  a  letter  written  by  Father  Gabriel  Mar- 
est,  dated  "  Aux  Cascaskias,  autrement  dit  de  I'lmmaculee  Conception  de  la 
Sainte  Vierge,  le  9  Novembre  1712."  In  this  letter  the  writer,  after  telling  ua 
that  Gravier  must  be  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the  Illinois  Mission,  he  having 
been  the  first  to  reduce  the  principles  of  the  language  of  those  Indians  to  gram- 
matical order,  and  so  to  make  preaching  to  them  of  avail, — goes  on  near  the  close 
of  this  epistle  to  say,  "These  advantages  (  rivers,  &c.  )  favor  the  design  which 
Bome  French  have  of  establishing  themselves  in  our  village.        *  *        • 

*  If  the  French,  who  may  come  among  us,  will  edify  our  neophytes  by 

their  piety  and  good  conduct,  nothing  would  pleas  us  better  than  their  coming; 
but  if  immoral,  and  perhaps  irreligious,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear,  they  would  do 
more  harm  than  we  can  do  good."t 

[  Had  old  Father  Marest  lived  a  century  later,  he  would  have  seen  what  efTect 
the  '  immoral'  and  '  irreligious'  conduct,  and  the  use  of  '  fire-water,'  had  upon 
their  '  neophytes. '  In  1812  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Governor  Edwards, 
that  some  persons  at  Peoria,  (a  mere  hamlet,  with  a  few  French  cabins,  after 
the  war.)  were  selling  liquor  to  the  Indians.  On  the  25th  of  May,  of  the 
same  year,  he  issued  the  following  proclamation  : — ■ 

"Whereas,  it  is  deemed  improper  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  spirituous  li- 
quors at  Peoria ; — 

"  I  do  hereby  forbid  all  persons  w^hatsoever,  to  sell,  exchanre,  or  in  any  man- 
ner give,  or  deliver  to  any  Indians  or  Indian,  any  spirituous  liquors,  or  any  ar- 
dent spirits,  within  twenty  miles  of  Peoria ;  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin  it  upon 
Thos.  Forsylhe,  and  any  other  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  St.  Clair  county,  to 
enforce  this  proclamatiou.il"] 

Soon  after  the  founding  of  Kaskaskia,  though  in  this  case  also  Vv^e  are  ignorant 
of  the  year,  the  missionary  Pinet,  gathered  a  flock  at  Cahokia ;  wliile  Peoria 
arose  near  the  remains  of  Fort  Creve-coeur.  ^ 


*  New  France,  vol.  iii.  pp  395,  3S3.     t  see  Ante,  p  33    J  Bancroft,  iii.  195.  '6- 
^  There  was  an  Old  Peoria  on  the  north-west  shore  of  the  Lake  of  that  name, 
a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  outlet.     From  1778  to  1796,  the  inhabitants  left  this, 
for  New  Peoria,  (Fort  Clark.)  at  the  outlet.  American  State  Papers,  xviii.  476. 

II  Even  at  the  present  day,  it  would  be  good  for  our  country,  if  Gov.  French 
had  power,  and  would  issue  a  similar  proclamation,  fcrbiding  '  all  persons  what- 
soever '  from  selling,  exchanging,  or  in  any  manner  '  give,  or  deliver '  for  use 
as  a  beverage,  any  spirituous  liquors, '  to  any  natives  '  in  our  city,  or  within  one 
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Th.3  period  Illinois  passed  from  under  the  dominion  of  the  French,  to  that  of 
Great  Britain,  was  about  the  year  1763,  ninety  years  from  the  first  visit  by  Mar- 
quette, and  about  eighty  years  from  the  formal  declaration  of  possession  of  all  the 
Tlississippi  valley,  by  La  Salle,  as  set  forth  on  page  45.  This  cession  as  above 
stated,  was  in  1763,  but  it  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  French  until  the 
year  1765.  M.  St.  Ange  de  Belle  Rive  was  comm.andant  at  Fort  Chartres,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  district  of  Illinois.  lie  made  some  wise  and  salu- 
tary regulations  about  titles  to  lands,  and  on  the  arrival  of  Captain  Siirling, 
cf  the  Eoj'al  Highlanders,  to  assume,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
t':o  government  of  the  country,  St.  Ange  retired  to  St.  Louis,  and  there  exer- 
ri:ea  the  functions  of  commandant,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people,  un- 
til I"iovcmber,  1770,  when  his  authority  was  superceded  by  Piernas,  comm.aud- 
fi  n  t  under  the  Spanish  government. 

At  the  period  of  the  change  of  government  in  Illinois.  General  Gage  was 
ruvniTsander-in-Chief  of  the  King's  troops  in  North  America.  Captain  Stir- 
r.;:;.-;  brought  to  the  country  the  following  proclamation  of  Governor  Gage: — 

''  Whereas,  by  the  peace  concluded  at  Paris,  the  lOih  day  of  February,  1763, 
the  c:juntry  of  Illinois  has  been  ceded  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  taking 
po-KC-^ion  of  the  said  country  of  the  Illinois,  by  the  troops  of  his  Majesty, 
the n,v:h  delayed,  has  been  determined  upon;  we  have  found  it  good  to  make 
h;>r,V:  n  to  the  inhabitants — 

Tl:::';  his  Majesty  grants  to  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  the  liberty  of  the  Ca- 
tholic religion,  n,s  has  already  been  granted  to  his  subjects  in  Canada.  He  has 
cciiJcqucRtly  given  the  most  precise  and  effective  orders,  to  the  end  that  his 
nev.'  lloman  Catholic  subjects  of  the  Illinois,  may  exercise  the  worship  of  their 
rclifricn,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Homish  Church,  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  Canada. 

"'  That  his  Majesty,  moreover,  agrees  that  the  French  inhabitants  or  others, 
who  priviy  have  been  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  (the  king  of  France,) 
nscy  retire  in  full  safety  and  freedom  wherever  they  please,  even  to  New  Or- 
Icanr,  or  nny  part  of  Louisiana  ;  although  it  .'?hould  happen  that  the  Spaniards 
tckc  r""?e3sion  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  (the  kins  of  Spain,) 
and  they  may  sell  their  estates,  provided  it  be  to  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  and 
transport  their  eflects  as  well  as  their  persons,  without  restraint  upon  their  erji- 
gra'.ion,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  except  in  consequence  of  debts  or  of 
criminal  precesses. 

'•  That  tliose  who  may  choose  to  retain  their  lands  and  become  subjects  of 
his  rilr.j:;;ty,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rigl^ts  and  privileges,  the  same  security  for 
their  pen  <  r.f^  and  eflects,  and  tlie  liberty  of  trade,  as  the  old  subjects  of  the  king., 

"  That  ih'_-.y  are  commanded  by  these  presents  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelify  and 
ohe^'lience  to  liis  majesty,  in  presence  of  Sieur  Stirling,  captain  of  the  Highland 
rcgiraent,  the  bearer  hereof,  and  furnished  with  our  full  powers  for  this  purpose. 

"  That  v.o  recommend  forcibly  to  the  inhabitants,  to  conduct  themselves  like 
good  and  fai  :;ral  subjects,  avoiding,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  demeanor,  all  causes 
c.f  crjBplainl  -.i  ^ainst  them.  That  they  act  in  concert  with  his  majesty's  oflieera, 
Fo  that  hi;:  -  •..  '.ps  may  take  possession  of  all  the  forts,  and  order  be  kept  in  the 
ccnntry.  I-y  his  ineans  alone  they  will  spare  his  majesty  the  necesity  of  recur- 
ring to  avn,:  ,  .:ud  v.lll  find  themselves  saved  from  the  scourge  of  a  bloody  war, 
an;^  of  al-  [])-  evils  whicii  the  march  of  an  army  into  their  country  would  di-aw 
tifiei'  it. 

mile  of  the  court-house  ;  we  would  not  then  hear  of  so  many  murders,  mobs,  ri- 
ots and  dens  of  iniquity,  as  we  now  have  in  our  city  limits,  and  not  half  the  tax 
-^■vi:  r.ov;  \::\yc  'n  i;ay  aianually  from  the  use  and  abuns  of  ardent  gpiriis. 
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"  \Vc  direct  that  those  presents  be  read,  published,  and  posted  up  in  the  u?u- 
al  places. 

"  Done  and  given  at  head-quarters,  New  York — signed  with  our  hand? — 

sealed  with  our  seal  at  arms,  and  countersigned  by  cur  Secretary,  this  30th 

day  of  December,  17G4.  ■•  TH03IAS  GAGE.* 

'■  By  his  Excdiency,  G.  M.^rturi.v." 

Captain  Stirling  remained  hut  a  thort  time  in  Illinois.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Major  Farmer,  of  whose  administration  little  is  known.  Xext  in  office  was 
Colonel  Reed,  who  made  himself  conspicuous  by  a  series  of  military  oppres- 
sions, of  which  complaints  were  m.ade  wilhoul  redress.  He  became  odiously 
unpopular  and  left  the  colony. 

The  next  in  command  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilkin',  who'arrived  at  Kas- 
kaskia  on  the  5th  of  September,  17(33.  On  the  21sr  of  November  following,  he 
issued  a  proclamation,  stating  that  he  had  received  orders  from  Gen.  Gage  to 
establish  a  court  of  justice  in  Illinois,  for  settling  all  disputes  and  controversies 
between  man  and  man,  and  all  claim'  in  relation  to  property,  both  real  and 
personal. 

As  military  commandant,  Colonel  "Wiikins  appointed  seven  judges,  who  met 
and  held  their  first  court  at  Fort  Chartres,  December  6ll),  1768.  Courts  were 
tiien  held  once  in  each  month. 

Even  this  system,  though  greatly  preferable  to  a  milit.T.ry  tribunal,  was  far 
from  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  people.  They  intisted  on  a  trial  by  a  jury, 
which  being  denied  them,  the  court  became  unpopular. 

V/e  know  not  at  w"hat  period  Colonel  Wiikins  left  the  country,  nor  whether 
any  other  British  officer  succeeded  him.  When  taken  possession  of  by  Colo- 
nel Clark,  in  1778,  M.  Rochblave,  a  Frenchman,  was  commandant. 

In  the  spring  of  1779,  Colonel  John  Todd,  bearing  the  commission  of  County 
Lieutenant,  for  the  county  of  Illinois,  visited  Poet  Vinccnnes  and  Kaskaskia, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  temporary  government,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  of  October,  1778.  On 
the  15th  of  June,  Mr.  Todd  issued  the  following  proclamation.! 

^'Illinois  [couiiiy.]  fo  in'/: — Whereas,  from  the  fertility  nnd  beautiful  siiua. 
tion  of  the  lands  bordering  upon  the  Mississippi,  Oliio,  Illinois,  and  Wabas  h 
rivers,  the  taking  up  the  usual  quantify  of  land  heretofore  allowed  for  a  set- 
tlement by  the  government  of  Virginia,  would  injure  both  the  strength  and 
commerce  of  this  country — I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  proclamation,  strictly  en- 
joining all  persons  whatsoever  from  making  any  new  settlements  upon  tlie  flat 
lands  of  the  said  rivers,  or  within  one  league  of  said  lands,  unless  in  manner 
and  form  of  settlements  as  heretofore  made  by  the  French  inhabitants,  until 
further  orders  herein  given.  And  in  order  that  all  the  claim.s  to  lands  in  said 
county  may  be  fully  known,  and  some  method  provided  for  perpetuating  by 
recoj-d  the  just  claims,  every  inhabitant  is  required,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
jnay-  be,  to  lay  before  the  person  in  each  district  appointed  for  that  purpose,  a  me- 
morandum of  h.is  or  her  land,  with  copies  of  all  vouchers  ;  and  v,'liere  vouchers 
have  never  been  given,  or  are  lost.,  such  depositions  or  certificates  as  will  tend 
to  support  their  claims  ;— the  memorandum  to  mention  the  quantity  of  land,  to 
whom  originally  granted,  and  when — deducing  the  title  through  the  various  oc- 
cupants to  the  present  possessor. 

The  number  of  adventurers  who  will  shortly  overrun  this  country  render*  tho 

*  Brown's  Rlinois.  pp.  213,  213.  t  Dillon's  Indiana,  i.  136^ 
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above  method  necessary  as  well  to  ascertain  the  vacant  lands  as  to  guard  against 
trespasses  which  will  probaly  be  committed  on  lands  not  of  record. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Kaskaskia,  the  15th  of  June,  in  the  3d 
year  of  the  Comm.onwealth,  1797.  JOHN  TODD,  Jr." 

Col.  Todd  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Licks,  where  he  commanded  the 
Kentuckians.  He  had  been  to  Virginia  on  business  pertaining  to  Illinois,  re- 
turning through  Kentucky,  and  not  having  resigned  his  command  in  the  militia , 
of  that  district,  he  led  the  troops  to  the  battle  field.  Had  he  lived  he  would 
have  become  a  resident  of  Illinois.  His  administration  in  the  new  territory 
was  patriotic  and  popular. 
The  successor  of  Colonel  Todd  was  a  French  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Timo- 
thy de  Monbrun,  whose  official  signature  is  found  on  land  grants  and  other 
documents  in  the  archives  of  Randolph  county.  His  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  a  trading  company  at  the  French  Licks,  (Nashville,  Tenn.)  before  the  revo- 
lutionary v^'ar.  How  long  he  administered  the  affairs  of  the  country  we  know 
not,  and  whether  any  other  person  was  his  successor,  is  equally  doubtful. 

The  cession  of  the  country  to  the  Continental  Congress  was  made  in  1784, 
and  the  ordinance  to  organize  the  North-western  Territory,  which  provided  for 
a  Territorial  government,  was  not  passed  until  1787,  and  the  governor  and 
judges  who  exercised,  in  one  body,  legislative  and  judicial  authority,  did  not 
go  into  operation  until  July,  1788.  Still  the  Illinois  country  remained  without 
any  organized  government  till  March,  1790,  when  Governor  St.  Clair  organized 
the  county  that  bears  his  name.  Hence,' for  more  than  six  years  at  one  period, 
and  for  a  shorter  time  at  other  periods,  there  was  no  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial  authority  in  the  country.  The  people  were  a  "law  unto  themselves," 
and  good  feelings,  harmony  and  fidelity  to  engagements  predominated. 

From  1800  they  had  been  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Indiana.  In  all  the  ter- 
ritories at  that  period,  there  were  two  grades  of  territorial  government.  The 
first  was  that  of  governor  and  judges.  These  constituted  the  law-making 
power.  Such  was  the  organization  of  Illinois  in  1809.  The  next  grade  was 
a  Territorial  legislature  ;  the  people  electing  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  President  and  Senate  appointing  the  Council. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  February  3d,  1809,  all  that  part  of  Indiana  Terri- 
tory which  lies  west  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  a  direct  line  drawn  from  that 
river  and  Post  Vincennes,  due  north,  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  was  constituted  into  a  separate  Territory,  by  the  name  of 
Illinois;  and  the  first  grade  of  Territorial  Government  was  established.*  The 
people  of  Illinois,  as  has  happened  to  others  more  recently,  at  several  periods 
were  left  without  a  regularly  constituted  government.  Originally  it  was  a  por- 
tion of  ancient  Louisiana,  under  the  French  monarchy.t  By  the  treaty  of  France 
with  Great  Britain  in  1763,  all  Canada,  including  the  Illinois  country,  was  ce  - 
ded  to  the  latter  power,  t 

But  British  authority  and  laws  did  not  reach  Illinois  until  1765,  when  Captain 
Stirling,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  flie  British  crown,  established  the 
provisional  government  at  Fort  Chartres.     In  1766,  the  "  Quebeck  Bill,"  as  it 

■*  See  Map  of  Illinois,  this  line  leavs  near  Terre  Haute,     t  See  Ante,  p  45.  SS- 
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was  called,  passed  the  British  Parliament,  which  placed  Illinois  and  the  North 
Western  Territory  under  the  local  administration  of  Canada. 

The  conquest  of  the  country  by  General  Clark,  in  1778,  brought  it  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Virginia,  and  in  the  month  of  October  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  organized  the  country  of  UlinoLs. 

In  the  winter  of  1793-'6,  the  white  population  of  the  whole  North-west  ter- 
ritory— men,  women  and  children — was  eslimated  at  15,000.  This  was  fifty- 
four  years  since  :  was  was  Peoria  then  ?  An  Indian  village,  composed  of  pseudo- 
8avages,  made  up  of  the  native  tribe  of  "  Peoriaca  Indians"  and  "  Canadian 
French,"  a  few  Indian  traders  and  hunters.  At  that  time  the  settlers  of  the 
North-west  territory  were  so  few  in  number  that  they  located  in  different  and 
remote  settlements  in  the  States  now  comprising  Ohio,  Indiana,  IllLnois,  3Iichi- 
gan  and  Wisconsin,  containing  now  millions  of  inhabitants.  At  that  time  there 
was  but  little  intercourse  between  them.  But  what  has  been  their  advance- 
ment in  five  years.  The  population  of  the  same  territory  was  found,  (by  a 
census  taken  under  authority  of  Congress,  in  1800,)  to  be  45,365  souls. 

One  of  the  events  of  1809,  wliich  claims  special  notice,  was  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois. 

Hon.  Ninian  Edwards,  then  Chief  Justice  of  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
Governor,  and  Nathaniel  Pope,  Esq.,  then  a  resident  of  Kaskaskia,  Secretary 
of  the  Territory. 

Early  in  March,  as  the  acting  Governor,  Judge  Pope  organized  the  Territor}^ 
Governor  Edwards  arrived  from  Kentucky,  and  entered  the  Executive  depart- 
ment in  the  month  of  June,  1809. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  organization  of  the  Elinois  territory,  in  1809, 
has  already  been  mentioned.  The  territorial  government  was  begun  in  due 
form  on  April  25th,  1809,  on  which  day,  the  late  Nathaniel  Pope,  the  Secreta- 
ry and  acting  governor,  took  the  customary  oath ;  (ten  years  and  six  days  be- 
fore the  present  settlement  of  Peoria  was  begun. 

We  here  give  the  commission  of  the  Secretary  from  the  President,  and  the 
oath  of  office  administered  by  Judge  Shrader,  one  of  the  United  States'  Judges 
for  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 

"  James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting  : — 

Know  Ye,  that  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity,  dili- 
gence, and  abilities  of  Nathaniel  Pope,  of  the  Louisiana  territory,  1  have  nomi- 
nated, and  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  him  Secretary 
to  and  for  the  Illinois  Territory  ;  and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  exe- 
cute and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and 
emoluments  to  tho  same  of  right  appertaining,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from 
the  date  hereof,  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  tune  being, 
should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and  determine  this  commission. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washhagton,  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
and  of  the  Indepence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  thirty-third. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
-  By  the  Prer-ident, 

K.  .'>:iiiTi!.  *cMT;iaiv  of  Stale' 
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The  following  was  the  oath  of  office  ;  ^ 

Territory  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  remrviheTcd.  Tliat  on  the  25th  dny  of  April,  1809.  personally  appesred 
before  me,  Otlio  Shrader.  one  of  the  Jndg-es  in  and  over  Louisiana.  Nathaniel 
Pope,  Efo,..  appointed  Secratary  in  and  for  the  Illinois  territory,  by  comniisfion  of 
the  Pres^ident  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  March  la?t  past, 
and  took  the  following  oath,  tn  wit :  Thar  he  r\-ill  Kiiiiport  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  tliat  he  will  perform  tlie  duties  of  his  skid  ofJlce,  with  fideli- 
ty, to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  judgment. 

NAT.  FGFE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  town  of  Ste.  Gctievieve,  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid.  OTHO  SHP-ALER. 

We  give  these  forms  as  a  specimen,  for  the  information  of  our  young  readers, 
and  others  who  may  desire  to  know  how  such  government  rr  alters  are  con- 
ducted. In  substance,  the  commission  and  form  of  cath  is  the  same  for  United 
States  officers  in  all  territorial  organizations. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1809,  the  following  persons  v/cre  coraiTtiKsioned  by  iha 
acting  governor  as  justices  of  the  peace  : — 

Nicholas  Jarrot,  John  Hay,  Caldwell  Cairns,  Thomas  Todd,  Jacob  A.  Eoyor, 
Jas.  Lemen,  seii.,  Enoch,  Mcore,  D.  Badgley,  James  rani.stcn,  William  Biggs, 
Robert  Elliot,  John  Finlay,  David  White,  Samuel  S.  Kennedy,  Antoiae  Der- 
champs,  Harvey  M.  Fisher,  and  Mcholas  Eoilvin.*  John  Hays  was  appointed 
Sheriff,  Enoch  Moore  Coroner,  and  Elias  Rtctor,  Attorne}r  General. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  Kinian  Edwards,  Governor,  arrived  from  Kentucky, 
and  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  had  taken  the  oath  before  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Todd,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Kentucky.  On  the  15th  of  th.e 
same  moitth,  the  Governor  and  two  Judges,  constituting  the  legislative  authority 
in  the  first  stage  of  the  territorial  government,  re-enacted  the  laws  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Lidiana,  that  were  applicable  to  Illinois. 

For  eight  years  Illinois  formed  a  part  of  Indiana,  and  the  principal  statutes 
of  that  territory  were  re-eiiaeted  by  the  Governor  and  Judges,  and  became 
the  basis  of  statute  law  in  Illinois,  much  of  v,diich.  wiihcul  change  of  phrase- 
ology, remains  in  the  revised  code  of  the  Slate,  as  the  same  law,'  in  substance, 
originated  in  the  legislation  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  North-western 
territory ;  and  by  the  Governor  and  Judg-es  '  6f  Indiana,  were  enacted  in  the, 
territory  of  Louisiana  during  the  period  of  their  temporary  jurisdiction  west  of 
the  Mississippi ;  we  give  a  synopsis  of  several  of  these  ancient  statutes. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — A  competent  number  for  each  couitty,- — nominated 
and  commissioned  by  the  Governor :— power  to  take  all  manner  of  recogni- 
zances and  obligatioris  as  any  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  United  States; — 
all  to  be  certified  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  its  next  session,- — but  those 
for  a  felony  belong  to  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.  One  or  more  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  may  hear  and  determine,  by  due  course  of  law,  any  petty 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  where  the  punishment  shall  be  fine  only,  not  exceed- 
ing $3,00.  Justices  required  to  commit  the  offender  wlien  crime  was  perpetrated 
in  their  sight  without  further  testimony.     All  warrants  to  be  under  the  hand  and 

*  Father  of  Nicholas  and  Wra.  C.  Boihin.of  this  «ify. 
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seal  of  the  justice.  Justices  to  have  power  to  punish  by  fine,  as  provided  in  ths 
statute,  all  assaults  and  batteries  not  of  an  aj^ravated  nature.        *        *        * 

Tavern  Licenses. — No  person  to  keep  a  tavern,  ale-house,  dram-shop,  or 
house  of  entertainment,  (in  which  any  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold,)  without 
license,  under  penalty  of  one  dollar  each  day ;  two-thirds  to  the  poor  of  the 
county,  and  one-third  to  the  informer.  No  licensed  person  shall  allow  tlrtm- 
kenness,  gaming,  etc.,  in  or  about  his  house,  under  penalty  of  five  dollars. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  181-2,  Governor  Edwards  issued  liis  proclamation, 
ordering  an  election  to  be  held  in  each  county,  on  the  second  .Monday  in  April, 
for  three  successive  days,  that  the  people  might  decide  whether  they  would 
enter  on  ihs  second  grade  of  government.  The  territorial  cliarter  gave  amj4o. 
powt-r  to  the  governor,  to  advance  the  turritory  to  tlie  second  degree,  but  it  was 
his  rule  through  life,  to  ascertain  and  be  guided  by  the  popular  will,  and  gov- 
ern accordingly.  The  vote  at  the  election  decided  the  question  in  the  ailirraa.: 
tive  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Towns  kips. —ThQ  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  authorized  to  dJTide  tho 
counties  into  lownchips,  and  establish  botmdaries  to  the  same. 

[In  this  State  the  town^liip  divisions  were  abolished,  and  the  only  civil  divi- 
sion has  been  counties,  until  recently  under  the  new  Constitution,  the  counties 
were  authorized  to  organize  townships'  upon  a  vote  of  the  people.*] 

On  the  18th  of  April.  1818,  Congress  authorized  the  people  of  Illinoia  to  form 
a  State  Constitution  ;  this  was  done  during  the  ensuing  summer,  and  adopted 
August  26th.  The  northern  boundary  of  the  State  as  fixed  by  Congress,  waa 
latitude  4':i  dcg.  30min. 

In  1818  Illinois  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  This  was  the  year  before  our 
present  population  dates ;  prior  to  that  period  the  inhabitants  consisted,  as  I 
have  before  said,  of  the  native  tribe  of  "  Peoriaca,"  or  Peorias,  Indian  traders, 
hunters,  idlers,  &c.  (for  every  community  has  more  or  less  of  this  class,  who 
live  upon  the  earnings  of  others.)  who  from  that  happy  faculty  peculiar  to  the 
Canadian  French,  of  adapting  themselves  to  their  associates,  continued  to  live 
together  at  this  place  till  within  a  year  or  two  of  the  present  population,  with 
the  exception  of  a  time  about  the  year  1781,  or  close  of  the  revolutiontary  war. 
About  that  time  they  became  alarmed  for  their  .safety  and  abandoned  this  place, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  the  French  settlements  in  Canada,  and  on  the 
Mississippi.  Peace  having  been  concluded  between  tlie  contending  parties  for 
our  Independence,  the  danger  they  apprehended  being  over,  or  rather  their  fear.i 
allayed,  they  returned  two  or  three  years  afterward  to  their  old  places  and 
friends,  and  resided  here  tmtil  1812.  Some  time  in  December  of  that  year,  a 
Capt  Craig  was  sent  here  by  Governor  Edwards,  to  chastise  the  disorderly  In- 
dians and  their  allies,  if  any  of  them  might  be  found  at  this  little  French  vil- 
lage. Capt.  Craig  found  a  pretext  for  burning  titis  French  town  which  had 
been  laid  out  by  them,  embracing  about  one-half  of  the  1st  ward  of  our  present 

*This  will  be  set  forth  in  it»  proper  place,  with  the  name  of  each  town  in 
Peoria  eountv. 


g^  BieiLOTT   &   FKDERBIl.L"a    A&DITIOX    MADE-— rOPlT    OtxnU- 

city — the  centre  of  this  village  being  at  or  about  the  entrance  of  the  bridge 
arrosa  the  Illinois  river.  Here  we  have  now  what  is  called  the  "  French 
Claim,"  comprising  the  plat  of  this  village,  being  about  forty  years  before  the 
commencement  of  the  present  population,  and  the  laying  out  of  the  plat  of  this 
part  of  our  city,  which  was  surveyed  by  Thomas  Phillips,  for  Bigelow  and  Un- 
derbill, June  22d,  1836,  over  that  of  the  French  plat. 

i  will  here  digress  from  giving  you  the  History  of  the  founding  of  the  City  of 
Peoria  in  regular  order  of  date,  mearly  hinting  to  an  espedition  of  Gov.  Edwards 
and  others  in  1813,  and  give  it  more  in  detail  in  Chapter,  iii.  And  will  only  say 
in  this  place  that  an  expedition  was  sent  out  to  this  place  consisting  of  three  par- 
ties. One  under  Col.  Russell,  up  the  TrTississippi  to  the  vicinity  of  Warsaw,  theft 
across  the  country  now  called  the  '  Military  Tract,'  east  to^eoria  Lake.  (  or  as 
it  was  called  by  the  adventurers  in  1G73 — '30,  'Pimetccuii ;"  and  by  Dr.  Coxe,  an 
English  adventurer  in  1698,  it  was  called  '  Pinkatovi.')  Gen.  Edwards  with 
another  consisting  of  Illinois  Militia,  up  the  Illinois  River.  And  a  third  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  and  a  few  Regular  soldiers  under  Gen.  Hopkins,  across  through 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  so  that  all  three  detachments  should  at  the  same  time  meet 
at  the  outlet  of  this  Lake  then  called  by  the  Indians,  '  Cock-a-mink," — by  the 
French  settlers  'aw  Pee,'  or  'Pie  du  Lac' — foot  of  the  Lake.  [G«n.  Hopkins  fail- 
ed of  getting  through,  and  returned  to  Kentucky ;  the  other  two  met  at  this  place. 
These  troops  finally  quartered  here  and  built  a  Fort  at  the  intersection  of  Wa- 
ter and  Liberty  streets,  covering  the  whole  of  the  latter  between  Water  street  and 
the  Lake  shore  ;  some  of  the  old  picket  slumps  are  still  visible.  In  the  centre  of 
this  fort  in  grading  Liberty  street,  in  the  summer  of  1848,  there  was  a  large 
Yault  broken  into  whicii  undoubtedly  was  the  old  ^lagazine,  for  storing  their 
ammunition  and  provisions.  ] 

In  June,  1818,  this  fort  (which  had  taken  the  name  of  "  Fort  Clark,"  was 
also  the  name  of  the  place  sornetime  thereafter,)  was  evacuated,  and  some  time 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  Indians  set  fire  to  such  parts  as  wore  combus- 
tible, and  was  consumed  except  some  standing  pickets  ;  some  stumps  of  wliieh 
Rre  still  remaining  to  this  day,  although  more  than  36  years  have  elapsed  since 
it  was  evacuated  by  our  troops. 

A  cotemporary  writer  in  giving  adiscription  of  St.  Louis  not  long  since  in  re- 
marking on  the  first  settlements  made  by  the  French,  (  which  is  not  inaplicable 
here  ),  'ne  says: — "  It  may  be  well  to  remark  in  this  place  that  this  event  proves 
the  policy  that  has  prevailed  in  Canada  and  Louisiana  in  granting  lands  to  the 
colonists,  whereby  they  were  commanded  not  to  settle  themselves,  but  to  con- 
centrate into  villages,  under  the  protection  of  the  Forts  ;  thus  combining  for  mu- 
tual labor  as  well  as  mutual  defence.*  Hence  tlie  government  ceded  tracts  of 
land?  for  a  w'hole  com-munity,  on  condition  tliat  tliey  should  be  worked  in  a  body. 
These  concessions  were  called  common-lands,  or  simply  commons.  There  were 
yet.  a  few  years  ago,  such  commons  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  Caron- 
delet,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Kaskaskia.  and  near  alnlost  all  the  French  villages  in^ 
Missouri  and  Illinois. " 

•  Se«  Antfl.  p  55. 


«^- 


I  have  said  in  a  preceding  page   th^t  I  wo.S       '    '''"  ^^''"^^  -^'^""'^• 
plla,  and  a  copy  of  the  peria'o n  oft    rTe"  h  d"  "^  "''^"  ^  P^^"^  °^  thi, 
f^orsyth,  who  is  named  in  Gov.  Ed    ai^r     ,"*''' °^  ^^^^^^^  Thoma* 
«gner.     Thi.  petuioa  called  for  tSrinda  ^pf "''""'  ^^^^  ^''  ^  '^^  ^^ 

me  therefore  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  ghi^t^rj!;""'  ^  '"^'"'^"-ation  fo.  tho 
»  of  which  I  hav.  ro-surveyad   an-f  hav/d  '^^"^  "/^^e.Vc&f;..  nearly 

•->  or^plan  of  the  same,  L      W  ^al   t  T  ^'^.^"'^^^^^'^  ^  ^'''^^  ^^af 
otes,  of  which  I  }jav,  ^  co^y.  "''^'^ ''  ^^""^  ^'-'■-  J-  C.  Browu'a  h^dJ 

This  map  of  thp  "  French  Gl^-m  •>  •      • 

;*  to  know  its  extent  and  locat'™;  ''rf '"  ^V^'  ^ratification  of  those  wh, 
=^T."  It  Will  be  seen  by  the  do  ted  iL::;;;':'  'l  "^^  ^'"^  ^^  ^^^^^^^- 
?thmse  nearly  parrallel  with  the  II   no's  rv  P'^^'^'^' f  ^^^^^-Adams  running 

bndge  to  the  quarter  section  lines    S^htri^^'^^  "'■'^^''  -"-"^^  ^-m 
't  angles,  and  then  Franklia  Avenu»     unnt     T       ''°''^"^  <^"^  ^'i^-^^  ^t 
section  line  to  the  north  correr  of  t L  m       °   T  '^'"''  "°"^  °°  ^  1«ar- 
'^ally  shown,  it  IS  numbered  .<S  and  .h         T~^  ^°'  ^^''^^  '^^'^  °f  20  i.  but 
otherend  of  the  map  abo      h  ^^.n^'l^;;,^-^  °-  ^-d  of  the  lot;  al.o^a 
Jd  not  admit  a  larger  plate  ;  all  thai  tsfir'^^^'  '"  ^'^  ^-^^^"--^  ^^^^  ^F^<» 
-elar  Plat  is  give  accom;anin    Go     ?.  "^  ^        «  Embraced  in  th^ 
)age  423.     But  this  is  the  plat    dSd  upon  i    u'"-''  ^  ^'^'^  P^?"^'  ^'^  • 
«ty.      By  reference  to  the  nub   !  H  ^" '""'  ^'""'^-^t  ^o^  Claims  i« 

V'  each  of  the  -dividuals  .rilntrC:^^^^  ^°  '^^^    "  ^--t 

«  pointed  out,  as  they  are  all  given  i^V.  'f'^  ^'''''°'''  ^^•^^^^  <^^>^ 

-Ul  be  seen  by  th,  letter  F,  fu  t  abT^4  f  Jf  .?'  ^'"^  '°'''''^  '' ^'-^ 
J  street  with  water  street,  on'tiel:'  ^  oHo  7  "''  "  ^^o  iatersactioa  of 
7,8,arecIaii.edbytheheirsofthori::^^sttI;;/rf^^^^i;-  "^^ '^ 
na  proper  was  first  laid  out  on  the  10-h    f,  ^         ""'  ^^  ^"^-^^^ 

nd  re-surveyed  by  C.  Ballade    Mf;';'^^  '^'  ^^"^^--  S-  HamO- 

r  -^^-^  '^^  "  French  Clan^./sctllS      t  Vm^/.t  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  "     i 

to  return  to  the  ''pet...,,,-  „       ^  '  --S'  ^^i^e  do  Maiileu.  .K 

l^niself  for  this  aa  "ofleva'at-r  H  °  ''  '''  ""'"-^^-     ^^P^"  Crafg  e.- 

'•^  -5.ile  lying  at  anchor  befofet     ni  o-    .?'"  "'^"  '"^'  -^'---^  ^™- 
age  have  ever  denied,  and  chargrCao    C  ■  f"""'  '^'^''^-''  -^ 

;ialty.     Capt.  C.  took  soma  of  thfinh  -     '"'^  '^''''  ^^provoked,  mali^.- 
i  'o  tfae  French  .ettlemenroa  t  ^tf    "^  ^^"""""'  ^"'  '^^  ^^^-^ 
orcvertbe  French  village   o^  i/':^  "^^^^^'-^^  ^<^  <^^-^ 
lama  ta  s«tae,  of '  French  Cl-ijn  ^^~^7'}t'  ^^^'^^d.  the  mora  poj-. 

a«.  tb.se  French  setderB  nav^er  ^tuit  ^^'! 't  '"^'  ^'""^  "^'-^^  ^'^'^^ 
^^«  ^%lit  by  occ,.panay  a.  a  com^-.t!  /  ^"^^^  "^  '^^  ^''^"  P^^-^/ 
case  ejdaot.  -offim..aty   ^^r  mzitual  labor ; '  hsuc^  &,. 


uO.^ 


JOCi^'-' 


PETITI«-\  or  FRXXGH  CLAUIANTa  TO  COXeHESS.  gj 

The  petition  is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United 

States,  in  Congress  assembled  : 
The  Blemorial  and  Pelirion  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  villnge  of  Peoria, 
on  the  Illinois  River,  humbly,  shews, — That  your  petitioaers  have  resided  for 
many  years  at  Peoria,  on  the  Illinois  river,  and  bein^'  surrounded  by  numerous 
nations  of  Indians  ;  we  were  always  subject  to  their  insults,  by  stealing  our 
horses,  killing  our  cattle  and  robbing  our  fields,  often  threatening  to  kill  us  if  we 
did  not  immediately  supply  them  with  their  wants,  by  giving  them  that  provi- 
sion, &c.  that  we  had  to  maintain  our  families  ;  all  which  we  were  compelled 
to  comply  w'ith  to  preserve  peace:  but  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1812,  the  In- 
dians threw  off  all  reserve,  and  killed  our  cattle  at  our  very  doors,  and  \^•ould 
carry  off  on  their  horses  the  beef  to  their  villages,  and  would  tell  u^  that  W3 
ought  to  be  contented  that  they  did  not  kill  us  also.  Afterthe  comraensementof  thf, 
present  War,  the  British  Indian  Agent  at  Milden  directed  the  Indians  to  kill 
and  destroy  all  white  people  residing  West  of  Detroit  river  ;  this  speech  was 
brought  from  3Ialden  by  a  Potawatimie  Indian,  and  was  delivered  to  the  Plick- 
apooa  by  the. Potawatimie  Chiefs,  the  Kickapoos  said  that  the  Indians  must  be- 
gin at  Peoria  and  kill  the  whole,  but  the  Potawatimies  not  agreeing  K)  this,  wa 
were  all  saved  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  ;  after  we  heard  this  un- 
pleasant news  we  sfiU  wished  to  remain  in  our  village,  though  often  upbraided 
by  the  Indians  of  giving  information  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Governors  of 
this  (Missouri)  and  Illinois  Territory,  all  which  we  were  obliged  to  deny  for  our 
personal  safety,  altho'  it  was  a  truth.  Those  informations  so  received  from  h.s 
at  different  times  by  the  executives  of  tiiis  and  adjoining  Territory  was  the 
saving  of  many  lives  on  the  frontiers,  but  more  particularly  in  Septemhsr  ISTi, 
when  about  400  Indians  were  embodying  to  come  down  (and  did  actually  como 
down)  to  make  a  desperate  attack  on  different  parts  of  the  frontiers,  had  it  not 
been  for  information  received  from  us  by  General  Howard,  then  Gov'r  of  this 
Territory,  the  mischief  that  such  a  body  of  Indians  would  have  done  in  the 
settlement  must  have  been  great ;  but  from  this  information  the  Indians  were 
completely  foiled  and  returned  home  without  doing  any  mischief,  except  steal- 
ing a  few  horses. 

We  still  wishing  to  hold  our  ground  at  Peoria,  knowing  fall  well  the  assist- 
ance we  could  render  to  our  country  in  giving  information  of  the  Indians  at  all 
times,  but  at  a  time  when  there  were  only  a  few  men  in  Peoria  villags,  (the 
others  having  corns  down  to  this  country  on  business,)  the  Kickapoo  and  Pian- 
keshaw  Indians  robbed  our  houses  of  all  the  arms  and  amunition  (hat  ware  to 
be  found,  as  also  all  kind  of  wearing  ap])eral  ;  and  while  the  few  people  who 
were  so  left  at  Peoria  had  fled  from  the  enraged  Indians,  two  boats  under  Cap- 
tain Craig  of  Shawanoe  Town,  arrived  at  Peoria  and  emptied  our  houses  and 
out  houses  of  every  kind  of  Property  that  was  portable,  and  put  them  on  board 
of  the  boats,  when  we  returned  to  Peoria  we  asked  Cap.  Craig  for  our  property, 
some  was  returned  and  the  remainder  detained  and  never  returned  to  us,  the 
Indians  having  lired  on  Cap.  Craig's  boats  we  were,  all  made  prisoners  and  dis- 
armed by  him  amounting  to  forty-two  men  v/omen  and  children  ; — -We  asked 
permission  to  kill  some  cattle  and  hog.s  for  our  winters  provisions  which  Cap. 
Craig  refused,  and  he  and  his  men  killed  the  hogs  for  their  own  use,  besides 
burning  four  houses  and  4  barns  two  of  the  barns  containing  wheat ;  we  were 
brought  down  prisoners  to  Savage's  Ferry,  (which  is  opposite  to  the  moutli  of 
Missouri  River  ),  in  Illinois  Territory  where  an  order  from  Gov'r  Edwards  libera- 
ted us,  with  the  loss  of  a  great  deal  of  property,  as  we  were  oblige  to  leave  at  Pe- 
oria, all  our  cattle  amounting  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  head  besids  hogs  &c. 
and  a  large  quantity  of  Corn,  it  being  to  late  in  the  season  for  us  to  return  to  Peoria. 
— The  Cattle  Corn  &c.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  who  destroyed  all  the 
Cattle  &c.  besides  burning  all  our  houpes  and  out  houses. 

Thomas  Forsyth,  one  of  your  petioners.  farther  r'eprefents  that  for  a  oonsi- 
a'>'.3  ti.n  1  prjvijj)  to  tji?     outr  nge,  he  ha,d  been  a  coniTdeat  Agent  of  the-Gov- 


Indian  movement,  to  h7wi'„Hn  W  TPr''P'''';  '^1' conveying  private  "f,;.^.^*''* 
enccment  of  the  War  Xrs  "f  ll/^'^^'.^':'  Agent  at  this  place  %t?h"'^''*'" 
^and  go  to  some  otner  place  „n?r„I?""r"-«  had  deten^ined  to  leave  pT 
amg  in  such  e:veru,  the  nece.si^v  oS        '''''^'/y  =  ^^at  the  said  Forsvth  f 

^  on  rn^de.  lor  their  reHef  and  IndLStT  "^""''^  '^'^^  '^^^'^  «"«'^ined  anj      ' 
Louis,  20th  Dec.  1S13  .o-      ', 

,'  Petition  was  not  act.d  upon  to  any  effect  as  I  n^T      ""'"'"" 
■'.  when  on  the  10th  of  .\ovember  oVtW  "'"■"'  '"'  ^"""^  'i'«« 

the  Secretary  of  t],e  Trea'u  v   /  P"'  '"''^  '^^^'-^  G"^-  Coles  Re-       . Z 

tacts,  vhichlere  ace!   p  .     ^  t"  m"'  T^^'  '  ^'^'^  ^•'^"  '"^^  ^""- -       ' 
n  a  preceding  page,  ^,y  Broi"       '      ""''  "'"'  ^^  ^^'^^  'he  same  a.  ■ 

;      that  such  pV^sessor  too]  "to  lV>,luZT  '^  '^'  ""P^ovement  pE'  : 

■     hf  ^  ""^"'^y  ^^'"^  t"i"vate    and  S.  f^i!'"?  °^  ""occupied  la^S 


sa«-vrj«'» 


"Rr.r  ..  r,.«ca  c.r^  x«<„^^ 


A  surrey  was  attempted  in  2826   as  I  hnv.  h  ^  ■. 

jnder  thi.  repo.,  but  the  conmcting  t  "o/  ^r^^'^  '^"--  «•  HamiUon. 
Peona,  ^t  was  abandoned.-SubseqLntlvthl  ,/  °''^'  'hen  inhabitants  of 
ly  that  fire-arms  wa.  resorted  to  betvve  n  two  of  17"""  '°''''''''  '°  ^-°'"'- 
•  ved  a  heavy  charge  of  ,hot  in  the  brean  an^  H  .  ""''"•^-  °"<^  °^  '"^"^  recei- 
th:ck  overcoat,,  he  vvot^ld  no  doubt  haTri'o^u.'nf"  7u  '""  '''  ^^^  "— - 
««Ule  and  they  are  now  apparently  o"  as Tood  t  --"- -as,  however, 

A  final  survey  of  the  '  French  CI       ^   ^  ""'  ""^  "^^'^^  <^itizens. 

f;  nth  of  Apr.;  .ssr.  Li:::  ;srd  aX^rdtr  '^  r  ^-  ^--'  - 

foregotng  petitioners,  being  a  plat  of  their  zS  a,  it  va.  V"  ^1  ''^'"^'^  ''^  ^'^^ 
60  years  previous,)  by  Hypolite  MaiUeit  one  of'  ,  "^'^  ^"  1778,  (abou, 

caned  in  honor  of  him.  "  L.  V....  vi;;:;/;^^!^^""---'  "'^^^^^^  ^h- 
.         The  extent  and  populousness  of  tins  town  'In  ne"    ?!       "''  "  ^'^'■ 
«^e  vst^ges  that  remained  when  the  present  town  1!  °""  '  '"'  ^'■"'^  "^'^ 

an^:i:z::':s^.^x;:S:;fi---^-'^^ 

cure,  the  dwelling  place  of  the  savage  ""^^TwTol";  7"^'  ''"  ^°™-"  °^na- 
more  than  31  years,  the  whol.  history  of  th.scit  "  'A  °"' ^^'^^^'^°"'  ^  J»t]e 
1-  of  -  progres,-  too  glorious  to  be  rloltzed   tTan  1  Le Tr";^"  ''  T"  ''^  ^  ^^* 

uKe  truth  s  sober  annals, 


(Chapter  m 


torical  Coincide.,'  Da^s     T  '''^"  ^"""^^'^  ^^  P^'esent  ?n  aM'mn^  ^"'"5  °^ 
Journey,,,,,,,^  L^nl^nl  Ktl -?.S"1S  r^  -^^--" 'tSitam?"- 
^  lio  they  were,  and  where  from      Wi       T'''^*'°"— Subsequent  Settler^. 
First  Commercial  Intercourse  andl.^^.'c"r,.'^'"'^  i;-stablished  at  Peor  a  -!: 
It  kankakee.-History  of  Peoria  rn,?^,*"'^'^,"''-^^"''^!"^  "f  «tore  Housb' 
Ration,  &c.,  at  that  date,  1325  "  Town  Jf  p'*-^  ^^^'^P'  boundaries,  ofgani 
Commissioners.-First  Election  in   ]s"r        /""^'  ^^'^"^  ^^^^  off  byCountv 
t  me.-_Marriage  and  its  Confirmation   f/n''"'^  "'""''°'"  «^'  Inhabitantl  at  "hS 


at  'i ''  ^4fc■^A  ».'-'■      ^  ^  ^ 

64  STATS    OF    THE    COC.NTn  Y— INDiAS*    MURDSRS. 

grant  familie.s  fouHd  their  Vvay  to  the  '•  Boon's  I,ick  country."  The  incidents  of 
the  war  in  that  quarter  we  will  pass  over,  and  notics  that  of  our  own  State. 

In  July,  1811,  a  company  of  "  Rangers,"  or  mounted  riflemen,  was  raised  in 
Goshen  settlement,  Illinois.  The  intelligence  of  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  was 
peculiarly  alarming  to  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois  and  iVlissoui-i,  and  measures 
as  prompt  and  efficient  as  circumstances  admitted,  were  adopted  by  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  two  Territories. 

Early  in  1812,  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  3Iississippi  were  very  hostile,  and 
committed  frequent  murders. 

An  express  from  Fort  Madison  came  down  the  river  en  the  ice  in  a  sleigh, 
with  some  traders,  and  reached  St.  Louis  on  the  .13th  of  February.  They 
were  fired  on  frequently  by  war  parties,  and  especially  a  few  miles  above  Salt 
river,  where  the  Indians  chased  them  for  some  distance. 

The  following  item  from  the  Louisiana  Gazette  of  3Iarch  21,  is  corroborated 
Jjy  ether  evidence : 

"  Since  Christmas  last,  the  following  murders  have  been  committed  by  the  In- 
dians in  this  country.  Two  persons  near  the  Mines  on  the  Mississippi,  nine  in  ths 
district  of  St.  Charles,  within  the  settlements,  supposed  to  be  killed  by  the  Kick- 
apoos  ;  one  msLn  at  Fort  3Iadison,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  by  the  Winnebagoes.  There 
were  several  men  who  left  Fort  Madison  lor  this  part  of  the  Territory,  about  the 
17th  of  February,  wlip  are  supposed  to  havs  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

*'  Main  Poc,  the  Pottawatomie  cliief,  is  prepairing  a  war-party  to  proceed  a- 
gainst  the  Osages.  This  fellow  has  been  lately  at  Fort  3Ia!aen,  and  it  is  thought 
at  Peoria  that  he  intends  to  strike  at  the  vihites. 

"Travelers  and  Spies  who  have  been  amongst  them,  all  concur  in  the  same 
story,  that  the  Indians  have  no  desire  to  make  peace  with  us  ;  that  red  wampum 
is  passing  through  the  upper  villages,  from  the  Sioux  of  St.  Peters,  to  the  head  of 
the  Wabash;  that  at  every  council-fire  the  Americans  are  devoted  and  proscri- 
bed :  and  in  short  that  a  general  combination  is.ripening  fast. 

At  the  same  period,  the  few  companies  of  Rangers,  raised  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  3Iilitia  volunteers,  were  the  only  defence  of  the  towns  and  settie- 
ments  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  ;  two  companies  in  these  Slates,  had  been  raised- 
the  preceding  year.  These  Rangers,  as  a  protection  to  the  defenceless  settle- 
ments, were  a  most  efTeetive  corps. — Many  were  heads  of  families,  and  all  were 
of  the  most  enterprizing  and  industrious  class  of  citizens,  and  deeply  interested  in 
the  defenee  of  their  families  and  friends 

War  w-as  declared  the  17th  of  June  1812,  the  Indians  of  the  North-w-est  were 
very  troublesome,  as  stated  in  the  above  extract,  and  aft«r  the  defeat  of  General 
Hull,  and  the  victories  of  the  .British  and  Indians  in  the  North-west,  the  people 
in  Western  States,  and  especially  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  became  excited,  and 
but  one  s  itiment  prevailed.  By  the  middle  of  August,  the  whole  North-west, 
with  the  exception  of  Fort  Wayne  and  Fort  Harrison,  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  and  their  red  allies. 

Every  citizen  in  the  States  referred  to,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Il- 
linois, seemed  animated  with  one  desire— to  wipe  off  the  disgrace  with  which 
our  arms  had  been  stained,  and  to  roll  back  the  desolation  that  threatened  the 
frontiers  of  Ohio  and  the  Territories  beyond.  »  *  »  »         * 

In  tlie  mean  time  Gov.  Edward*,  of  Illinois,    was  active  in  raising;  men  and 
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making  preparations  for  an  expedition  against  tlie  hostile  Indians  on  the  Illinois. 
We  will  now  give  a  sketch  of  this  expedition  against  the  Kickapoos,  at  the 
head  of  Peoria  Lake.  The  year  1S13,  opened  with  gloomy  prospects  to  these  far 
off  and  exposed  Territories. 

The  movements  of  the  government  against  Canada  and  the  combined  forces  irf 
the  British  and  Indians,  WTOught  conviction  in  the  sagacious  mind  of  Gov.  Ed- 
wards, that  should  they  be  defeated  (as  was  the  case  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,) 
the  Indians  would  retreat,  and  by  maratiding  bands  attack  the  settlements  of  Il- 
linois and  Missouri.  His  forre':pondence  on  this  subject  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment was  frequent  and  voluminous.  *  *  *  *  6 

*  *  During  the  campaign  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1813,  all 

the  companies  of  Rangers  from  Illinois  and  Missouri  were  under  Gen.  Howard. 
Large  parties  of  hostile  Indians  were  known  to  have  collected  about  Peoria, 
and  scouting  parties  traversed  the  district  between  the  Illinois  and  3Iississippi 
Rivers,  then  an  entire  wilderness.  It  was  from  these  marauding  parties  that  the 
frontier  settlements  were  harrassed.  It  became  an  object  of  no  small  importance  • 
to  penetrate  the  coilntry  over  wliich  they  ranged,  and  establish  a  Fort  at  Peoria, 
and  thus  diive  them  to  the  nortliern  wilderness. 

Col.  Wm.  Russell,  of  the  17th  U.  S.  Regiment,  was  engaged  in  raising  compa- 
nies of  troops  denominated  "  Rangers,"  to  co-operate  with  Governor  Edwards, 

*  «•  +  «  ♦  *  !f 

The  concerted  arrangement  was,  for  Gen.  Hopkins,  with  about  4,000  motlnled 
Riflemen,  to  move  up  the  Wabash  to  Ft.  Harrison,  cross  over  to  the  Illinois  coun- 
try, destroy  all  the  Indian  villages  near  the  Wabash,  march  across  the  prairies 
to  the  head  waters  of  the  Sangamon  and  Vermillion  rivers,  fortn  a  junction  with 
the  Illinois  Rangers  under  Gov.  F-dwards  and  Coli  Russell,  and  sweep  over  all 
the  villages -along  the  Illinois  River.  After  entering  the  prairies  of  Illinois,  the 
{roops  under  Gen.  Hopkins  became  disorderly;  were  v\anting  in  dicipline  and  sub- 
ordination, and  the  expedition  was  defeated  in  its  objects.  Success  depended  on 
the  celerity  and  secrecy  of  their  march.  If  the  Indians  obtained  knowledge  of 
the  approach  of  such  a  force,  they  would  desert  their  villages  and  flee  to  thi^ 
north,  as  they  did.  Game  was  abundant,  especially  deer,  and  no  authority  ot 
tlie  veteran  General,  or  his  aids,  could  prevent  the  troops,  and  even  the  siibal- 
tern  ofFicers  from  cotstinually  firing  at  game.  Add  to  tliis,  the  season  w'as  rainy, 
they  had  no  competant  guides,  and  the  fourth  day  from  Ft.  Harrison,  they  lost 
the  course  in  the  prairies,  and  returned  to  the  Wabash. 

Amongst  the  British  traders,  that  had  great  influence  OTer  the  northern  Indi- 
ans, was  aJ  Mr.Robert  Dickson,  who  at  this  period,  had  stationed  himself  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  furnished  tlie'Indians  with  large  supplies  of  goods  and  mu- 
nitions of  war.  Mr.  Dickson  had  the  manners  and  appearance  of  a  gentleman 
but  doubtless,  as  many  other  British  subjects,  who  anticipated  a  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  felt  himself  authorized  to  enlist  the  Indians. 

Our  authorities  for  the  incidents  of  the  campaign,  or  a  sketch  of  the  expedition 
of  Col.  Russell  and  Gov.  Edwards,  to  the  Kickapoo  and  Peoria  towns,  is  a  c.o  iii- 
munication  of  a 'ranger,' and  a  communication  from  the.  Hon.  John  Reynolclj. 
to  the  editor  of  ihe  "'Annals  of  the  West,"  from  '.\iiii.-h  we  copy: 
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•■Towarde  the  first  of  September,  1813,  all  the  forces  of  U.  S.  Ifungers.  and 
mounted  volunteers,  to  the  number  of  350,  were  asseinbled  at  Ciinip  Rus^el^,and 
duly  organized,  preparatory  to  marching  agninst  the  Indians,  and  join  tlie  army 
under  (ien.  Hopkins.  Camp  Russell  was  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Edwards- 
YJlle,  and  then  on  the  frontier.     Col.  R.  commanded  the  U.  IS.  Rangers.  * 

*  *  *  *  Tlie  staiTof  Gov.  Edwards  were, 

N.  Rector,  R.  K.  M'Langhlin,  and  Nathaniel  Pope.  There  may  have  been  more, 
but  the  writer  does  not  recollect  them. 

This  little  army  being  organized,  and  with  tlieir  provisions  for  twenty  or  thir- 
ty days  packed  on  their  horses  they  rode,  (except  in  a  few  instances  where  pack 
horses  were  fitted  out,)  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  a  nortliwardly  direction. 

The  army  marched  for  a  number  of  days  along  tha  Mississippi  bottom.  On  or 
near  the  site  of  Quincy,  was  a  largo  Sac  village,  and  an  encampment,  that  must 
have  contained  1.000  warriors.  It  appeared  to  have  been  but  just  deserted. — 
The  arsiiy  continn.-d  ils  march  up  some  di.<tance  above  the  Lower  Rapids,  and 
then  struck  across  tlie  prairies  for  the  Illinois  River,  wliich  tliey  reached  below 
the  mouth  of  Spoon  river,  and  marched  to  IVcria  village.  Ilere  was  a  small 
stockade,  conunanded  by  Col.  IS'icliolas  oi  the  W  S.  Army.  Two  days  previous, 
the  Indians  had  made  an  attack  on  the  fort,  and  were  repulsed.  *         * 

Next  morning  Gen.  Howard  marched  his  troops  to  the  Senachewine,  a  short 
distance  above  the  head  of  Peoria  Lake,  where  was  an  old  Indian  village,  call- 
ed Gomo's  village.*- — Here  they  foimd  the  enemy  had  taken  water  and  ascen- 
ded the  Illinoiii,  This,  and  two  other  villages,  were  burnt.  Finding  no  otlior 
enemy  to  tight,  the  army  was  marched  back  to  Peoria,  to  assist  the  regular  troops 
in  building  Fort  Clark,  so  denominated  in  memory  of  the  old  hero  of  1778. 

Captain  Craig,  with  a  small  company,  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  a  boat, 
fortified  for  the ociasion,  with  provision  and  supplies,  and  proceed  up  the  Illinois 
River  to  Peoria,     Cap.  Craig  reached  here  a  few  days  before  the  Army. 

This  litlle  army  at  that  time  was  all  the  efficient  force  to  protect  Illinois.  We 
commenced  the  march  from  Camp  Kustcll,  about  the  iirst  of  September.  At 
that  period  the  Indians  on  the  Sangamon,  3Iackinaw  and  Illinois  Rivers  were 
both  numerous  and  hostile.  *  *  »  *  * 

*  *  *  *  As  the  army  approached  near  Peoria, 
Gov.  Edwards  despatched  Lieut.  Peyton,  James  Reynolds,  and  some  others,  to 
visit  the  village  of  the  Peorias,  but  they  made  no  discoveries. 

There  was  a  village  of  the  Kickapoos  and  Pottawatomies  on  the  eastern  bluff 
of  the  Illinois,  nearly  oppo.^ite  the  head  of  Peoria  Lake.  The  troops  moved  with 
rapidity  and  caution  towards  the  village  and  encamped  for  the  night  within  a  few 
miles  of  it.  "*  .****.** 

*  +  *  *  In  the  morning  early,  and  concealed  by  a 
dense  fog,  the  army  marched  luuler  the  blulF,  that  they  might  reach  the  village 
undiscovered,  but  as  they  approached,  the  Indians  with  their  squaws  were  on  the 
retreat  to  the  swamps.  Instant  pursuit  was  given,  and  in  a  short  distance  from 
the  village,  Iwrses,  riders,  arms  and  baggage,  were  overwhelmed  in  the  morass. 

It  was  a  democratic  overthrow,  for  Governor  and  his  horse  shared  the  same 
fate  as  the  siAaltern,  or  the  private  soldier.  We  were  all  literally  '•  swamped." 
A  pursuit  on  foot  was  ordered,and  executed  \\  ith  readiness  but  extreme  difficulty . 
In  this  chase  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  at  every  step,  kettles,  mats  and 
other  Indian  property  were  distributeil  in  the  morass.  *  *  * 

*  *  *  After  destroying  their  corn  and  other  property,  and 
securing  all  their  horses,  we  commenced  the  homeward  marcli.  After  tra.veling 
till  dark  to  lind  a  good  camping  ground,  the  rain  set  in,  and  the  night  was  dark  . 
Not  knowing  but  tliat  there  were  Indian  towns  above,  and  learning  that  the  ex- 
pcdiiion  of  (^en.  Hopkins  had  failed  to  meet  us,  we  apprehended  danger  from  a 
niglil  -attack.  3Iany  of  the  soldiers  had  lost  their  bl-inkels  and  other  clothing, 
in  the  swamp,  and  there  was  jnuch  sntreringin  camp  thatnighl. 

■    Captain  Craig  arrived  at  Peoria  with  his  boats, w  here  he  remainetl  several  day.?, 

'  Now  knoivn  fts  ■Senachewine' f,  ihc  last  resident  chief. 
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>vas  repeatedly  attacked  by  Indianri,  bur,  beinjr  fortified,  and  on  bis  own  q[roimd 
Fiutaiiied  HO  damaffe.     He  returnrd  with  tlic  sirnvs  in  satViy.     Tlie  troopa  march.    ' 
ed  back  to  Camp  Russell,  where  they  were  discliarped." 

The  building  of  Fort  Clark,  whic'li  we  liave  before  alluded  to,  and  the  expedi- 
tion given  in  the  preceding  page?,  is  more  minutely  given  in  the  follow  ing  com- 
munication which  waz  received  a  few  days  since,)  after  the  most  of  that  of  Mr. 
Reynold's  was  in  type,  corroborating  his.)  This  letter  wa?  written  by  John  S. 
Brickey.  Epq.  of  Potosi,  Mo.,  to  J.  T.  Lindsay,  Rsq.  in  answer  to  one  addressed  to  (■/ 
him  at  my  request,  to  give  me  a  detail  of  the  expedition  in  which  he  had  a  part,  ■' 
in  building  old  fori  Clarl:,  (as  this  fort  was  the  first  habilaiion  for  our  'old8i«t  in- 
habitant.*) If  Mr.  B's  discription  of  the  site  of  Peoria  should  vary  from  ideas 
of  what  it  then  w  as,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  lapse  of  37  year.'?  would  ma- 
terially change  the  appearance  of  things,  even  in  a  state  of  nature,  without  tho 
aid  of  art,  industry  and  civilization.  Large  trees  are  now  standing  upon  ground 
which  30   ye.ars  ago  was  nuked,  bleak  prairies,  or  what  is  no.\N:  cylJed  barrens. 

Potosi.  Mo..  D*<?emb!?r  8th,  IHOO. 
Dear  Sir: — A  few  days  since  on  my  return  (n>m  Washington  City,  I  foujid 
your  letter  rcfering  to  a  casual  convoraalion  wy  had  relative  to. Peoria  on  the 
Btcam-boat  w  l.ile  ascending  the  Illinois  River,  on  iny  way  to  the  cant,,  rcqtiesting 
me  to  give  you  my  recollections  of  the  incidents  of  a  Campaign  to  Lake  Peoria, 
(n  )W  your  beautiful  City,)  and  the  f^ilnaticn  of  the  place  at  that  time.  In  coai- 
pliance  w  ith  your  request  I  w  ill  endeavor  to  do  so,  alihough  37  yean  ha\:e  clapp- 
ed since  the  occurence  took  place,  consequently  my  recollection  of  many  circum- 
stances must  be  imperfect,  and  many  others  inlirely  esi^ajjcd  lUA'  uieraory  at  tl-iix 
time. — Not  for  the  purpose  of  publication,  but  with  a  hapo  of  aiding  some  little 
ihe  stranger  who  may  compile  and  publish  an  aecoiin.t  of  those  limes  to  state 
-facts  as  they  really  were,  and  put  them  in  Chrnnolcgical  order  and  in  such  a  dc>- 
criptive  style  as  will  interest  if  not  instruct  tho.'c  who  may  read  thcn^  he7eafter. 

In  the  summer  of  1813,  there  was  a  requision  for  a  Regiment  of  Mounted  Rille- 
men — volunteers  to  go  into  the  then  Northern  part  of  Illinois,  against  the  Indianu 
»aidtobe  organized,  by  and  under  the  command  of  one  Dick.>on,  u  Briiish  Ofli- 
cer.  who  had  long  been  a  trader  with  and  had  great  influence  over  ihem.  The 
frontier  settlement!*  of  Illinois  had  been  greatly  aiiinoyed  by  constant  inroads  and 
depredations  of  those  Indians  for  more  than  a  year  before  ;  so  in  consequence  of 
the  above  mentioned  requisition,  about  the  f/r^t  of  .August,  tho  Missouri  Regi- 
ment of  Volunteers  of  400  or  500  men,  lendezvonsed  and  was  organized  at  St. 
Louis,  (then  a  French  village,  with  but  two  brick  houses,  one  belonged  to  Gen. 
Bernard  Pratte,  and  the  other  to  Chri.^tian  Wiliz.)  we  marched  from  there  and 
crossed  the  Mi.-^sonri  River  near  Bellcfoi.taiu,  a  Fort  south  of  the  Missouri,  (  at. 
the  time  occupied  by  a  few  Regular  Troops,)  not  far  from  the  junction  of  tho 
Missouri  and  Mississippi. — Thence  up  and  along  ttie  Mi.s.sissippi  on  the  west  sido 
for  75,  or  80  miles,  there  crossed  the  Ri\er  and  joined  a  Regjiiacut  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Mounted  Riflemen,  consisting  of  about  400  men  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Stephenson  : — The  two  Regiments  now  nuntber.^d  about   900  men— that 

*  Jcsiah  Fulton,  which  will  be  more  fully  noticed  in  thq  succeding  pages. 
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fi-ora  Missouri,  Avas  commanded  by  Col.  ]\rNair..  subseriuently  Gov.  of  Missouri, 
and  the  whole  comiuanded  by  Gen.  Howard. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  there  was  no  other  means  of 
ferrying  the  Regiment  over,  men,  horses  and  baggage,  but  two  platforms  made  of 
f lender  boards,  laid  crosswise  on  tvi'o  canoes.  To  have  crossed,  or  transported 
SOO  men  and  horses  v.ith  their  baggage,  (although  the  latter  consisted  of  a  few 
poimds  of  flour  and  pickled  pork,  all  the  soldisr  had  in  those  times,)  would  have 
required  some  days  at  least ;  therefore,  to  expedite  the  march,  it  was  resolved  by 
about  300  men  to  ride,  or  swim  the  Mississippi  on  horse  back,  tliey  placing  their 
provisions,  (  no  blankets,  or  tents,  for  they  had  none, )  on  the  platform ,-^-raore 
than  300  did  actually  swim  the  river  on  their  horses,  myself  among  the  number 
which  occupied  about  three  hours,  without  the  least  accident,  except  one  horse 
was  drowned  by  becoming  entangled  in  some  vines  in  descending  the  high  bank 
of  the  river;  the  consequence  of  this  expedition  was,  the  whole  Regiment  crossr 
ed  the  same  day,  and  on  the  next  joined  the  IllinoiaHs,  from  '  Camp  Russell.' 

I  will  here  mention  a  little  circumstance  which  may  amuse  you.  The  men 
before  commencing  their  swiming  operations,  detached  every  article  of  clothing 
from  their  bodies  except  their  hats, — guns,  amunition  and  provisions  left  to  be  seji? 
over  on  the  platform — this  all  answered  very  well,  imtil  the  lads  gained  the  Illi- 
nois side  where  on  assending  from  the  riyer  they  found  them.selves  on  low  ground 
sorrounded  by  towering  timber,  the  whole  earth  covered  with  a  weed  called 
nettles,  four  or  five  feet  high,  and  standing  thick  as  lienip,  in  addition  to  this  there 
were  clouds  of  tnisquittos  which  almost  covered  their  dripping  bodies.  The  nei^ 
lies  stung  the  horses,  they  snorted,  reared  and  dashed  about,  tore  the  raen.s  low- 
er extremities  through  the  tormenting  briers,  while  the  winget}  insects  al- 
most covered  them, — the  scene  was  ludicroits  in  the  extreme,  and  no  relief  for 
some  hours,  until  the  platform  came  with  the  elothes.  Now  imagine  300  men 
all  mounted,  with  nothing  on  but  }ials,  contending  with  these  tormentors,  their 
horses  so  restive  they  were  ungovernable,  and  you  have  the  scene  before  you. 

At  the  time  the  Missouri  Regiment  left  St.  Louis,  a.  fleet  of  gini-loats.  nothing 
but  common  barges  manned  by  some  150  Regular  Troops,  also  left  for  Lake  Pe- 
oria, to  meet  and  co-operate  with  the  Ttlountad  Riflemen,  in  taking  the  Indian 
town  in  that  place.  This  fleet  consisted  of  10  or  1^  barges,  mantled,  or  covered 
%vith  thin  boards,  which  served  well  enough  to  protect  the  men,  the  supplies 
and  tools  necessary  to  erect  a  fort  at  Peoria,  but  a  very  poor  contrivance  to  de- 
fend the  men  against  the  Indian  Rifle  bullets,  (as  was  supposed  they  would  do 
when  constructed,)  as  subsequent  events  proved. 

It  so  happened,  that  instead  of  the  boats  and  volunteers  arrivmg  at  the  same 
time,  and  taking  the  village  by  surprise,  the  boats  got  there  on  Sunday,  the  2Sth 
of  August,  and  the  Mounted  men  not  until  Wednesday  following,  when  there 
was  no  enemy  to  be  seen.  But  oii  the  arrival  of  the  beats  with  the  Regu!a:s, 
about  f  150,  or  200  Indian  warriors,  then  in  their  town,  attacked  them  wi'.h 
great  resolution,  and  not  until  after  an  hours  hard  fight,  and  using  several  pie- 
ces of  small  cannon,  could  the  boats  efTect  a  landing  at  Peoria,  the  Indians  firing 
from  the  town  and  hiding  places.  In  this  engagement  there  was  several  of  the 
Regulars  killed  and  >vounued— the  number  of  Indians  killed  and  wounded  wa 
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nevei'  know;i,  because  UifiV  carried  off  iheir  Jeaclarul  v\ouml  ed — lliere  was  much 
blood  found  afterwards  around  and  about  i^li.ere  iLc  Indians  were  duiirg  tht;    ' 
engagement. 

When  the  Mounted  Rifleman,  (  n^irr^bcrillg  about  900.)  arrived  at  Peoria^ 
they  found  the  village  consisting  of  a  great  number  of  huts,  all  deserted  a  few 
days  before,  and  two  or  three  frame  houses,  one  30  or  40  feet  long,  (said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  French, )  although  they  did  not  appear  to  have  been  inclosed, 
or  covered.  The  Indians;  in  their  flight  had  left  nothing  but  some  dried  pump- 
kins, corn  and  beans,  which  was  found  in  some  of  the  houses,  but  much  more 
was  found  wrapped  up  in  sjvins,  ajid  lad  in  the  grouud-^— all  of  which  was  seized 
find  used  by  those  who  found  ihom.  Every  house  in  the  village  was  demolished 
the  same  day  we  entered  it  (  ^V'edncsday,  the  1st  of  September.)  and  used  for  fu- 
el during  the  stay  of  the  army  at  that  place. 

The  fir.st  night  after  encamping  in  the  village,  or  railisr  on  lluj  ground  where 
it  stood,  one  of  the  men  belonging  to  a  company  of  tiie  Indiana  Rangers,  passed 
out  of  the  encainpment  unobserved  by  llie  sentiual,  to  go  to  tlie  riyer  for  water, 
who  upon  his  return  supposing  the  man  to  be  an  Indian,  fired  upon  and  killed 
hirn  ;  this  circumstance  produced  sonjs  cxcilciiiont  and  general  regret  in  the  camp 
for  the  loss  of  this  fellow  soldiov, 

Next  day  the  Arniy  moved  up  the  Lake,  on  the  we.^t  side  3  or  10*  miies,  to  a 
place  then  called  Gojners  town,  t  which  formerly  had  been  an  Indian  village^ 
but  at  that  time  abandoned  ;  and  eucatp.ped  thcrt;  one  night.  On  our  way  up 
there  was  seen  in  the  fork  of  a  number  of  trees,  something  which  had  the  appear- 
p.nce  of  a  hpx  p  or  6  feet  in  length,  and  12  or  IS  inch.cs  in  difipieler,  upon  examiur 
ation  they  were  found  to  be  made,  some  of  the  bfirk  of  trees,  and  others  of  thin 
pieces  of  wood,  and  to  pontain  human  skeletons,  these  boxes,  or  eofUns  were  \( 
fastened  tpgether  wiih  bark  or  vines  ii;  tlue  trees,  15  or  20  feet  high,  and  secured 
tliere  with  the  same  material ;  some  of  these  coffins  contained  nothing  but  bones, 
while  others  h.ad  the  human  body  in  a  state  of  preservation,  the  flesh  as  hard  as 
wood,  and  the  skin  tho'  dry,  alfnost  perffjct.  Thjs  induced  the  belief  that  the  In^ 
dians  instead  of  interring  their  dead  .is  whjtp  people  do,  some  times  at  least 
placed  thcni  iip  in  trees  as  was  th.e  ca.se  here, 

About  the  first  of  September,  1813,  the  Indians  liavijig  nil  fled  to\vards  Rock 
River,  and  the  weather  setting  in  cold,  it  was  thought  imprudent  to  undertake, 
to  follow  them,  nor  had  thy  q.rmy  tlie  i>ecessary  .'■■upplie.',  or  time  to  pursue  th^ 
campaign  and  return  In  time  to  build  the  fort  as  ponteraplated  at  first.  There-, 
fore,  orders  were  issued  to  build  "  Fort  Clark,"  on  the  site  where  the  Indian  viL 
lage  stood  ;  and  the  spot  where  the  beauiiful  City  of  Pcor;a,  ijow  stands.  Tha 
bo^ts  having  brought  from  St.  Louis  all  the  tools  and  iniplements  necessary  for- 
that  purpose. 

For  the  want  of  suitable  tii^bcr  and  materials  wiihin  several  miles  of  tha 
place,  on  tho  west  side  of  the  Lake,  on  account  of  the  country  back  from  ihe  ri- 

*  Senache wine's  village,  no  doubt  is  the  one  here  alluded  to,  is  20  miies. 

t  ■Gomo,'  or  Gomer,  was  then  th.c  Pottawatomi  Chief,  succeeded  by  Senache^ 
wine  tlie  last  resident  Chief.,  I  have  some  beautiful  '  lines  on  the  death  of  th>a 
hief,  by  J.  C.  Bryant,  which  wjH  fippcar  in  ceapler,  iy, 
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ver  being  prairie,  it  becaTHP  necessary  to  obtain  all  the  timber  from  a  fine  forrest 
■on  the  east  side  of  the  Illinois  Kiver,  ■at  lh«  lower  eiul  of  tJie  Lake  and  raf'.  it 
*ver.  The  men  commenced  felling  the.  trees,  the  most  ofwhieh  were  white-oak 
«nd  for  the  palis^ades  cut  them  aborit  18  f^.'et  long  and  each  log  irot  less  than  15  or 
18  inches  diameter — -the  limbers  for  the  I?lock-house,at  the  corners  <af  the  ejic'o- 
«ure  were  much  longer  ;  the  era  incKisc^l  Rsr  the  fort  contained  according  to  my 
recsiilection  two  or  three  acres.  While  a  portion  of  the  men  were  cutting,  others 
were  employed  in  hauling  and  rafiing  the  logs  over  to  the  opjxisite  side  of  tho 
Lake,  and  front  there  to  the  site  for  the.  building  ;  having  no  carriages  of  any  de. 
scription.  ill  t!ie  materials  were  drawn  by  the  men  on  trucks  by  laemis  of  large 
ropes  a  dlstasvce  of  from  one  to  two  miles  :  thus  was  '  Fort  Clark  '  erected  whern 
Peoria  ii<nv  stands,  in  less  than  two  months  by  the  .Missouri  ;uid  Illinois  volun- 
toers  of  Mounted  Riflemen,  in  Sepletnber,  and  October,  in  the  year  1813,  at  a 
distance  of  more  than  100  miles  from  any  white  sjeltlement,  and  with  no  other 
means  than  above  described. 

As  the  Army  approached  Peoria  from  the  north-west  and  got  a  first  view  of 
its  situation  from  the  high-land-prairies,  two  or  three  miles  from  the  Lake,  look- 
ing easterly  and  southerly,  beheld  the  fmooihe  prairie  gradually  descending  to 
the  town,  the  Lake  streching  miles  far  to  the  n.  ii.,l]\e  gun-hoals  lying  quietly  at 
anchor  upon  the  water,  the  towering  forest  acrops  the  water,  and  the  lovely 
prairies  bounded  only  by  the  horizon;  tliere  was  an  involuntary  halt- — the 
men  all  gazed  in  silence  fi>r  a  moment,  and  tlien  of  a  sudden  as  if  all  moved  by 
one  impulse  expressed  imiversal  admiration  of  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  tlio 
jirospeet  spread  out  before  them.  At  this  time  there  was  no  road  to  Peoria,  ex- 
cept the  Indian  trail,*  not  a  forest  tree  amiss,  not  a  house  within  one  hundred 
miles,  (except  the  town  before  described.)  no  plough  had  ever  broken  the  turf 
that  covered  the  rich  soil  Ijeneath.  The  Lake  was  covered  with  wild  geese, 
ducks  and  other  water-fowls ;  game  such  as  deer,  bear,  elk,  and  turkeys  every 
where  in  the  tliick  woods  and  adjacent  prairies.  Ik'cs  and  honey  were  found 
in  almost  every  hollow  tree,  and  notwithstanding  express  orders  to  the  contrary, 
the  men  would,  and  did,  on  tlie  march  frequently  stop,  cut  down  the  trees  and 
get  large  quantities  of  the  most  delicious  honey.  While  employed  in  building 
i;he  fort  ntany  of  the  men  were  well  suppliatl  with  venison,  fowls,  honey,  and 
sometimes  with  fish,  caught  in  the  Lake. 

Perhaps  there  arc  biit  few  localities  in  this  ur.<:ffrri  world  in  a  slate  of  nature, 
more  beautiful,  or  surrotnided  with  more  objects  of  admiration  than  was  Peoria 
et  the  time  here  referred  to.  Such  is  a  very  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  what 
this  place  was.  But  now  how  changed,  in  a  few  years  it  has  become  a  prosper- 
ous City,  what  it  will  be,  when  the  active,  untiring  energies  of  our  free  and 
happy  people  shall  have  developed  all  th.e  rich  resources  of  the  immense  region 
of  fertile  country  which  surrounds  it,  and  the  great  commercial  advantages  it 
possesses,  can  not  be  a  matter  of  much  speculation.  It  must  become  a  large, 
populoxis  and  wealthy  City,  for  its  course  is  "  onward  and  upward."'    J.  S.  E.'' 

It  may  seem  to  those,  who  delight  in  tales  of  iiglitingand  bloodshed,  that  l-hif 

♦  See  Ante.  p.  33.  •  war-path. '  in&re  pcriicularly  noted  in  chapter,  vii. 
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expedition  was  a  very  insignificant  affair.  Very  fe^v  Indiana  were  killed,  very 
little  fighting  done,  but  one  or  two  of  the  army  lost,  and  yet  as  a  means  of  protec. 
ting  the  frontier  settlements  of  these  Territories,  it  was  most  efficient,  and  gavf 
at  least  six  months  quiet  to  the  people. — After  this,  Indians  shook  their  head-, 
and  said  ;  '-White  men  like  the  leaves  in  the  forest, — like  the  grass  of  the  prai 
rics, — they  grow  everywhere."' 

'  Fort  Clark'  took  its  name  from  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark,  a  vclran  of  177S 
Commissioned  and  sent  out  to  Illinois,  by  the  Council  of  Virginia,  convened  at 
Williamsburg,  January  2nd  1778.  Clarks  expedition  wa.'s  the  first  sent  against 
the  Western  Indians,  tlien  the  Allies  of  the  British.  A  short  sketch  of  the  char- 
acter of  Col.  Clark,  and  som:  of  the  incidents  attending  this  expedition  we  deem 
worthy  of  note,  and  especially  as  the  City  of  Peoria,  was  first  known  as  'Fort 
Clark'.     We  extract  from  the  "Annals  of  the  West." 

Col.  Clark's  C^ommission  bears  date,  January  2nd,  1778,  and  contains  this  con- 
dition, after  giving  him  directions — for  tran.'^porting  troops  from  Fort  Pitt  : 

*  '  '"and  during  the  whole  transaction,  you  are  to  take  especial 

care  to  keep  the  true  destination  of  vour  force  secret;  its  success  desends  upon 
this  *  *  * "  *  •  * 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  you  show  humanity  to  such  British  subjects,  and 
otlier  persons,  as  fall  in  your  hands.  If  the  white  inhabitants  at  that  post  and 
iifighborhood  will  give  undoubted  evidence  of  their  attachment  to  this  State, 
(for  it  is  certain  they  live  within  its  limits.)  by  taking  the  lest  prescribed  by  law, 
and  by  every  other  way  and  means  in  their  power,  let  them  be  treated  as  fel- 
low-citizens, and  their  persons  and  property  duly  secured.  Assistance  and  pro- 
tection against  all  enimie.j  whatever,  shall  be  afforded  them  ;  and  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  is  pledged  to  accomplish  it.  But  if  these  people  will  not  ac- 
cede to  these  reasonable  demand*,  they  must  feel  the  miseries  of  war  under  the 
direction  of  that  humanity  that  has  hitherto  distinguished  Americans,  and  which 
it  is  expected,  you  will  ever  consider  as  the  rule  of  your  conduct,  and  from  v  hick 
you  are,  in  no  instance,  to  depart.  *  *  «  * 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am.  Sir  your  humble  servant,  P.  HENRY."* 

*  *  *         With  three  rompanies  and  several  private  adventu- 

rers, Clark,  at  length,  commenced  his  decent  of  the  Ohio,  which  he  navigated  as 
far  as  the  Falls,  where  he  took  possession  of  and  fortified,  Corn  Island,  opposita 
to  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Louisville.  *  *  *  ♦ 

Having  waited  until  his  arrangements  were  all  completed,  and  those  chosen, 
who  were  to  be  of  tlic  invading  party,  on  the  2-4th  of  June,  with  four  companies 
he  left  his  position  and  fell  down  the  river.  His  plan  was  to  follow  the  Ohio  as 
far  as  the  fort  known  as  Fort  Massac,  and  thence  to  go  by  land  to  Kaskaskia. — 

IIi»  troops  took  no  other  baggage  than  they  could  carry  in  the  Indian  fashion, 
and,  for  his  success,  he  trusted  entirely  to  surprise.  If  he  failed,  his  plan  was  to 
cross  the  Misgi.-<sippi,  and  to  throw  himself  into  the  Spanish  settlements  on  the 
west  of  that  river.  Before  he  commenced  his  march,  he  received  two  pieces  of 
information  of  which  he  made  good  use  at  the  proper  time,  by  means  of  which, 
he  conquered  the  West  without  bloodshed.  One  of  these  important  items  was 
the  alliance  of  France  with  the  colonies;  this,  at  once,  made  the  American 
*ida  popular  with  the  French  and  Indians  of  Illinois  and  the  Lakes  ;  France  hav- 
ing never  lost  her  hold  upon  her  ancient  subjects  and  allic?,  and  England  havin:^ 

"  See  Butler's  ilistorv  of  Kentuekv,  p.  i^O. 
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never  spnirfd  ll  rir  ronfideiicc.  TL-c  otlifcr  ileni  Vv-ns,  that  thr-  inlitihitnnts  of 
Kaskaskin,  niul  (iilici-  old  town.';,-  had  been  led  by  tlie  Britisii  to  believe  that  the 
'  Long  Ivni^"l,':^,"  or  Virginia.ns,  were  the  most  firce,  cruel,  and  blood-thirsty  sav- 
iiges  lh;il  over  .^;-.;lj)ed  a,  C.n'.  Willi  this  imprSssion  on  tb.pir  mind,  Clark,  saw 
that  tjroj/cr  intuinpeincnl  ^^•^llld  rondily  di.":pn«o  lliem  to  FSibmit  froi^  fear,  if  f?iir- 
prised,  and  ihcn  to  liceoipe  friciuiiy  from  gralilnde,  when  treated  with  luiloo'.-.ed 
for  fdenu'nry.  .»***.;.* 

'■"  '■  "  ""  I;  wa-i  on  Sritiirday,  the  Fourlh  of  July,  1778, 

that  this  party  of  invadiT",  \vi:,li  thid  ■  ctariiT'jnts  torn  tixxA  soiled,  and  t?icir beards 
of  three  week'*"  ,L;rowt.li.  app"oaehr  I  tlv;'  tov:'n,  ;(iid  sorrefe  1  tlien^selVes  aiiion;^ 
llic  hill  ca-t  of  tlie  Kjtdcfrsbia.  river,  fkirk  pfTit  forv.^ird  his  rpies  to  watch  the 
jiroeeedings  of  t!iG  pari])!?.  ;i;f:I  .<iT  er  drirk  put  liJs  troops  in  ifiotion  and  took  po.sses- 
^ion  of  a  hoiinc,  w  hefr  a  fiiiD'ily  livi^d  ,■  aiiout  three:  qfiarters  (jf  a  inile  above  town. 
Here  thry  f()iti:!l  lljoats  and  ea.iioes.  I'lie  trnopri  v/ere  (livf  l(vl  in'o  three  partier-. 
two  of  w  !iirh  Were  ofdefed  to  (■r(?>'  )h  •  river,  vsi]?!?  ilv  oth.^r.  <i!!i'!i'r  tbc  inline'!], 
ate  conunaiid  of  Col.  Clark,  took  po -session  (d'  the  i'oi't. 

Kaskafdvia  then  conlained  abor.t  two  Innrlre!  r,,ii  I  (ify  bourse':.  I'.">.>'0ijs 
who  could  npeak  tiic  Freiieh  lani-napr.  wi-it  ordcv;' i  lo  pns."  ilrivniah  the  "iree,t.-< 
find  make  proclamation,  tliat  all  liie  inlialiilants  nnist  keep  wiiliia  iheir  houses'. 
Under  penalty  of  beini>  shot,  down  in  the  .«treeis. 

The  few  TBritif^h  oflicers,  who  had  fisned  tbe^e  French  colonio-  rinee  the 
<'omitlcneement  of  the  rebellion  of  their  Atlantic  colonies,  as  ti'.ey  teinied  (he 
Kevolntion,  had  told  the  most  cxapfgerated  fltorias  about  the  t)rn!ality  and  fero- 
<dty  of  tlie  "Long-Knives:"' — tliat  they  wonk!  not  oidy  lake  llie  property  of 
the  people,  but  \vonld  butcher,  in  a  most  horrible  main.er,  men,  women,  and 
children  !  The  policy  of  tliOFC  stories  was  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  the^c  sim- 
ple-hearted French  (leople,  the  rft'ost  fearAd  ajiprshe^nsions  againf^f.  tfre  colonists, 
that  they  tfiight  be  v^'atchfnl  and  be  prepared  for  a  determined  resi^itance,  should 
S.ny  attempt  be  made  on  these  remote  post.';.  These  stories  were  a  sliuittlCs  to 
the  French  traders  to  supply  the  Indians  with  guns,  ammunition  and  scalping- 
knives,  lo  aid  their  depredations  on  the  settlements  of  Kentncky: 

Colonel  Clarlv  grtined  this  intelligence  from  the  hftnters^  and  in  hjs  Journa' 
Says,  "  I  was  determined  to  improve  upon  this,  if  I  was  fortimate  enough  to 
get  tlism  into  my  possession ;  as  I  ccmceived  the  greater  the  shock  I  cotdd  gi\  o 
them  at  first,  the  more  sensibly  vvotild  they  feel  my  lenilj%  and  become  more 
Tahiable  friends."* 

Few  men  hate'  Irail  a  quicker  and  keener  sagacity  than  Clark.  His  plan 
was  to  produce  a  terrible  ]ianie  and  llien  capture  the  town  wiihoui  bloodshed, 
and  well  did  lie  succeed. 

The  two  jiartjes,  having  crO'ssed  lh(^  ri\cr,  '•ntei'ed  the  (jUfef  and  unsuspect- 
ing village  at  both  extremes,  yelling  in  the  most  furious  manner,  while  those  who 
made  the  proclamation  in  French,  ordered  the  people  into  tlieir  houses  on  paii^ 
of  instant  death.  In  a  moment,  men.  women  and  children  were  screaming,  '■  hs 
long  Covlraii.r\ — Ics  Inn^  Cni.'/rau.i:  I"'  the  Long  Knives  !   the  Lonq;  Kniver,  1 


*  Clark's  .[oir 
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In  about  two  hours  after  the  eurprise  of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  had  all 
surrendered  and  delivered  up  their  armi;  to  the  conqueror.  Not  a  drop  of  blooJ 
hg,d  been  shed,  though  the  victory  was  complete. 

Throughout  the  night  the  Virginia  troops  were  ordered  to  patrol  the  streets, 
■with  yells  and  whoopings  after  the  Indian  fashion,  which,  though  exceedingly 
alarming  to  tha  conquered  inhabitants,  was  a  stratagem  of  Clark  to  accomplish 
his  purposes.  *•»•»•*• 

•  By  this  course  of  policy  he  contrived,  at  first,  to  confirm  all  the 

Worst  "suspicious  the  British  had  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  simple  villa- 
gers, of  the  ferocity  of  the  "  Long-Knives,"  and  then,  by  undeceiving  ihem  to 
produce  a  revulsion  of  feelings,  and  gain  their  unlimited  confidence.  In  this 
he  was  completely  successful.  The  town  was  in  possession  cf  an  enemy,  the 
inhabitants  had  been  taught  were  the  most  ferocious  and  brutal  of  all  men,  and 
of  whom  they  entertained  the  most  horrible  apprehensions,  and  all  intercourse 
was  strictly  prohibited  between  each  other,  and  the  conquerors.  After  five 
days  the  troops  v^ere  removed  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  the  citizens 
were  permitted  to  walk  in  the  streets.  But  finding  them  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion, one  with  another.  Col.  Clark  ordered  some  of  the  officers  to  be  put  in 
irons,  without  assigning  a  single  reason,  or  permitting  a  word  of  defence.  This 
singular  display  of  desi)olic  power  in  the  conqueror,  did  not  spring  from  a  cruel 
disposition,  or  a  disregard  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  but  it  was  the  course  of 
policy  he  had  marked  out  to  gain  his  object. 

Of  all  commanders,  perhaps.  Col.  Clark  had  tho  readiest  and  clearest  insight 
into  human  nature.  The  effect  of  this  stretch  of  military  power,  at  first,  was 
to  fill  the  inhabitants  with  consternation  and  dismay. 

In  November,  the  Legislature  passed  the  following  complimentary  resolution 
t<5  Clark  and  his  men : 

In  •snn  HouaE  of  DELBGAfKs,         i 
Monday,  the  23d  Nov.,  1778.       i 

Whereas,  authentic  information  has  been  received,  that  Lieutenant  Colonel 
George  Rogers  Clark,  with  a  body  of  Virginia  militia,  has  reduced  the  British 
posts  in  the  western  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  and 
its  branches,  whereby  great  advantage  may  accrue  to  the  common  cause  of 
America,  as  well  as  to  this  Commonwealth  in  particular : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  justly  due  to  the  said  Colonel 
Clark,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  extraordina- 
ry resolution  and  perseverance,  in  so  hazardous  an  enterprize,  and  for  theiif  im- 
portant services  thereby  rendered  their  country  * 

Test,  E.  RANDOLPH,  C.  H.  D. 

After  organizing'a  civil  government,  and  providing  for  an  election  of  magis. 
trates  by  the  people.  Col.  Clark  directed  his  attention  to  the  subjugation  of  the 
Indian  tribes.  In  this  he  displayed  the  same  tact  and  shrewdness,  the  same 
daring,  and  his  acts  were  crowned  with  the  same  success  as  in  the  conquest 
with  the  British  posts. 

He  always  reprobated  the  policy  of  inviting  and  urging  the  Indians  to  hold 
treaties,  and  maintained  that  such  a  course  was  founded  upon  a  mistaken  view  oi 
'8ee  Butler's  History  of  Kentucky,  p.  490. 
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their  character.  Ife  supposed  they  alivavB  enterpretated  Fuch  overtures  from 
i!ic  government  as  an  evidence  of  tlie  fear  and  conscious  weakness  of  the  •\\hites. 
i Icnce  lie  avoided  every  intimation  that  he  desired  peace,  and  assumed  a  line  of 
fonduct  that  would  appear  that  he  meant  to  exterminate  them  at  once.  lie  al- 
ways Vvaited  for  them  to  apply  and  beg  for  a  treaty..  These  and  other  meas- 
ures, which  displayed  great  pcnetialicn  into  Indian  character,  were  ccmpleic'y 
mcccisiul.  No  commander  ever  {.ubjugaicd  as  many  v^ar-lil-io  tribes,  in  to  short 
a  time,  and  at  so  little  expense  of  life. 

iiut,  though  it  \vas  Clark's  general  rule  not  to  court  the  savages,  there  were 
some  I'articular  chieftans  so  ]-.owerful  as  to  cnduce  him  to  invite  them  to  meet 
him,  and  learn  the  merrits  of  the  quarrel  between  the  Colonies  and  England. — 
Among  these  was  Black  Bird,  one  of  the  Lake  Chiefs  ;  he  came  at  the  invitation 
uf  the  American  leader,  and  dispensing  with  the  usual  formulas  cf  the  Indian  ne. 
getiation,  sat  do-wii  with  Col.  Clavk  in  a  common  eense  way,  and  talked  and  list- 
ened, questioned  and  considered,  until  he  was  satisfied  that  the  rebels  had  the 
right  of  the  matter  j  after  which  he  became  nnd  remained  a  firm  friend  cf  the- 
Big  Knives. 

While  the  negotiations  between  the  cojiqueror  of  ICaskaskia  and  the  nativer 
were  gaing  forward,  an  incident  occurred  so  characteristic  of  Col.  Clark,  that 
^^'e  cannot  omit  its  mention,  as  follows  :  A  party  of  Indians  known  as  Meadow 
Indians,*  had  come  to  attend  the  council  with  their  neighbors.  These,  by  some 
means,  were  induced  to  atiempt  the  murder  of  the  invaders,  and  tried  to  obtain, 
un  opportunity  to  commit  the  crime  proposed,  by  surprising  Clark  and  his  ofli- 
cers  in  their  quarters.  In  this  ])lan  they  failed-,  and  their  purpose  was  disco- 
\ered  by  the  sagacity  of  t?ic  French  in  attendance;  when  this  was  done,  Clark- 
gave  tliern  to  the  French  to  deai  with  as  tlicy  pleased,  but  wi-th  a  hiat  that 
some  of  the  leaders  v.culd  be  as  well  in  irons.  Thus  fettered  and  foiled,  ths 
chiefs  were  brought  daily  to  the  council  house,  where  he  whom  they  proposed 
to  kill,  was  engaged  daily  in  forming  friendly  relations  with  their  red  brethren. 
At  length,  when  by  these  means  the  futility  of  their  project  had  been  sufficiently 
impressed  upon  them,  the  American  commander  ordered  their  irons  to  be  struck 
off.  and  in  his  quiet  way,  full  of  scorn,  said,  '•  Every  body  thiisks  you  ought  to 
die  for  your  treachery  upon  my  life,  amidst  the  sacred  deliberations  of  a  council. 
1  had  determined  to  inflict  death  upon  you  for  yom-  base  attempt,  and  ycu 
yourselves  must  be  sensible  that  you  have  justly  forfeited  your  lives ;  but  un 
considering  the  meanness  of  WalcliHig  a  bear  and  catching  liim  asleep,  I  have 
ibund  out  that  you  are  not  wai'riors,  only  old  women,  and  too  mean  to  be  lulled 
iiy  the  Big  Knife.  But,"  continued  he;  "  as"  you  ought  to  be  punished  for  put- 
ting on  breech-cloths  like  men,  thsy  shall  be  taken"  away  from  you,  plenty  of 

*  These  were  a  remnant  of  the  Mascoutin  tribe,  or  Mascontens,  as  given  by 
the  French.  Charlevoix  says,  and  he  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  that 
Mascontenck  means  a  '•  country  without  woods,  a  prairie,'"  hence  Prairie  Tribe. 
There  certainly  was  a  tribe  called  by  this  name,  in  friendly  relations  with  the  Il- 
linois confederacy.  They  were  a  distinct  band  when  Colonel  Clark  negotiated 
v.itli  the  Indians  of  Illinois,  in  1778.  They  certainly  were'not  Sauks,  Foxes, 
Kickapoos,  nor  8hawanese.  Frobfibly  they,  ton,  belonged  to  the  Illinois  con- 
fcderai'y,  ami  constituted  the  sixth  branch. 
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provisions  shall  be  given  for  your  journey  homo,  as  vconien  don't  knovr  hovi-  Ut 
hunt,  and  during  your  stay  you  i-hall  be  treated  in  everj'  respect  as  squawis.t'' 
These  few  cutting  words  concluded,  the  Colonel  turned  away  to  ccnvevse  with 
fltherf?.  The  children  of  the  prairie,  who  had  looked  for  anger,  not  contempt — 
punishment,  not  freedom — were  unaccountably  stirred  by  this  treatment.  They 
took  coitnsel  together,  and  pre^oiitly  a  chief  came  forward  with  a  belt  and 
pipe  of  peace,  which,  with  proper  words,  he  laid  upon  the  table.  The  inter- 
preter stood  ready  to  translate  the  words  of  friendship,  but,  with  curling  lip' 
the  American  said  he  did  not  wish  to  hear  them,  and  lifting  a  sv\-ord  which  lay 
before  him,  he.  shattered  the  offered  pipe,  with  the  cutting  expression  "  that  he 
did  not  treat  Willi  women."  The  bewildered,  overwhelmed  Meadow  Indians, 
next  asked  the  interposilion  of  other  red  men,  already  admitted  to  friendship, 
but  the  only  reply  was,  "  The  Big  Knife  has  made  no  war  upon  these  people  ; 
they  are  of  a  kmd  that  we  shoot  like  wolves  when  we  meet  them  in  the  woods, 
lest  they  eat  the  deer."  All  this  wrought  more  and  more  upon  the  ofTending 
tribe;  again  thoy  tooii  counsel,  and  then  two  young  men  came  forward,  and, 
covering  iheir  heads  with  their  blankets,  sat  down  before  the  impenetrable 
commander;  then  two  chiefs  arose,  and  stating  that  these  young  warrior.^- 
otTered  their  lives  as  an  atoneroent  for  ihc  misdoings  of  their  relatives,  again 
they  presented  the  pipe  of  peace.  Silence  reigned  in  the  assembly,  while  the 
fate  of  the  proffered  victims  hung  in  suspense:  all  watched  the  countenance 
of  the  American  leader,  who  could  scarce  master  the  emotion  which  the  inci- 
dent excited.  Still,  all  sat  noiseless,  nothing  heard  bat  the  deep  breathing  of 
those  whose  lives  thus  hjnig  b.y  a.  thi'ead.  Presently,  he  upon  whom  all  de- 
pended^ arose,  and  approaching  the  young  men,  he  bade  them  be  uncovered 
and  siand  up.  They  sprang  to  their  feet.  "lam  glad  to  find,"  said  Clark, 
warmly,  "  that  there  are  men  among  all  nations.  With  you,  who  alone  are  fit 
to  be  chiefs  of  j-our  tribe,  I  am  willing  to  treat ;  through  you  I  am  ready  to 
grant  peace  to  your  brothers  ;  I  take  you  by  the  hands  as  chiefs,  worthy  of 
such."  Here  again  the  fearless  generosity,  the  generous  fearlessness  of  Clark, 
proved  perfectly  successful,  and  while  the  tribe  in  question  became  the  allies 
of  America,  the  fame  of  the  occurrence,  which  spread  far  and  wide  througli 
the  north-west,  made  the  name  of  the  white  negotiator  eveiy where  respected. 

[  The  conquest  of  Clark  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  relation  to  the  whole 
country  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  which,  jii  all  probability,  would  have  been  the 
boundary  between  Canada'and  tlie  United  States.  This  conquest  was  urged 
by  the  American  CcmmissioHers  in  negotiating  the  definite  treaty  of  1793.] 

We  now  find  the  country  in  possession  of  the  friendly  Indians.  We  find  too, 
some  enterprizing  pioneers  of  the  west  who  were  ripe  for  an  expedition  still  fur- 
ther into  the  interior  of  our  beautiful  country  and  State.  At  a  point,  you  will 
find  hj  refering  to  the  Map,  about  150  miles  due  souih  of  Peoria,  and  about  40 
east  of  S;.  L)ui^,  on  Shoa'  Croak,  is  the  home  of  these  pioneers,  afterward  : 
the  first  settlers  of  our  present  populous  City  of  Peoria. 

tThis  was  a  mode  of  punishment  used  by  the  Indians  as  a  mark  of  disgrace- 
An  Indian  thus  degraded,  never  after  could  be  p„  man.  He  must  cfb  the'^drucl" 
gery  of  a  Squaafc— Annals  of  the  West. 
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In  the  \va.r  of  1812,  Shoal  Creek  was  a  frontier  settlement  in  Bond  county, 
nnd  had  a  "  station,"  or  Block-house,  about  eight  miles  south  of  Greenville,  be- 
tween St.  Louis,  and  Vandalia.     This  place  was  not  only  the  habitation  of  our 
pioneers,  but  when  a  frontier  it  was  noted  for  a  heroine  "  ranger."    On  Wednes- 
day, the  Slst'of  August  1814,  a  skirmish  took  place  within  sight  of  the  fort  in 
which  a  soldier  named  Higgina,  was  severely  wounded,  having  four  bullets  in 
his  body, — an  empty  gun  in  his  hand — two  Indians  unharmed  before  him :  and 
a  large  party  but  a  short  distance  in  the  ravine.     Still  he  did  not  despair. — 
His    two   savage    assailants   now   raised    the    war-whoop,    and   rushing    on 
him  with  their  spears,  and  a  deadly  conflict  ensued.     They  gave  him  naraer- 
ous  flesh  wounds,  as  the  scars  we  have  seen  testified.     At  last  one  threvv"  his 
tomahawk,  v.'hich  struck  Higgins  on  his  cheek,  severed  his  ear,  laid  bare  hia 
skull  to  the  back  of  his  head,  and  stretched  him  on  the  prairie.     Again  the 
Indians  rushed  on,  but  Higgins  kept  them  ofTwith  his  feet,  and  grasping  one  of 
their  spears,  he  arose,  seized  his  rifle  and  dashed  out  the  brains  of  his  antago- 
r,ist,  but  broke  ids  rifle.     The  other  Indian  now  raised  the  yell,  and  rushed  on 
him,  and  attempted  to  stab  the  exhausted  ranger  v.'ith  his  knife.     Higgins  still 
fought  with  his  broken  rifle ;  then  with  his  knife ;  both  were  bleeding,  and 
nearly  exhausted. 

The  smoke  had  cleared  away ;  the  party  of  Indians  were  in  view ;  and  the 
little  garrison  at  the  fort  could  see  the  contest,  but  dared  not  sally  out.  There 
was  a  woman, — a  Mrs.  Pursley, — at  this  crisis  urged  the  rangers  to  the  rescue. 
They  objected, — she  taimted  them  with  cowardice. — snatched  her  husband's 
rifle  from  his  hand,  declared  that  '•  so  fine  a  fellow  as  Tom  Higgins,  should 
not  be  lost  for  want  of  help ;"  mounted  a  horse  and  sallied  forth  to  his  res- 
cue. The  men,  ashamed  to  be  outdone  by  a  woman,  followed  at  full  gal- 
lop,— reached  the  spot  where  Higgins  had  fainted  and  fell,  before  the  Indians 
came  up,  and  brought  off  the  wounded    ranger  to  the  fort. 

At  this  time  (1818.)  the  whole  population  of  the  State  of  Illinois — men  women 
and  children- — did  not  esceed  15,000  souls,  so  few  in  number,were  located  in  dif- 
ferent and  remote  settlements  scattered  over  a  Territory  400  miles  in  length  and 
200  in  breadth,  between  which  there  was  but  little  intercourse.  They  inhabited 
a  wild  and  uncultivated  country,  and  were  separated  from  each  other  by  un- 
fordable  waters,  without  roads,  bridges,  ferries  or  other  improvements.  There 
was  no  commerce,  or  the  means  of  creating  it — mills,  either  saw  or  grist,  were 
"  iev<!  and  far  between,"  consequently  flour  for  bread  to  sustain  the  body,  and 
lumber  for  building  to  shelter  it  from  the  storm  or  prairie  winds,  was  not  to  be 
found  in  all  locations.  The  clap-boards  and  puncheons,  as  they  are  called, 
were  the  best  materials  for  one,  and  siftings  of  "pounded  hommony,"  made 
into  "  corn  dodgers,"  the  other;  this  many  of  our  "  first  families"  of  the  pre- 
sent settlers  can  attest  to,  and  are  yet  among  our  now  wealthiest  citizens.  As 
sickly  and  unhealthy  a  place  as  Peoria  is  reputed  to  be  abroad,  scores  of  them 
are  yet  with  ua,  and  can  give  you  a  sketch  of  a  border  war  with  the  Indians  to 
within  ft  few  years  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  before  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in 
which  many  of  the  heroes  of  that  we.T  are  in  our  midst. 
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It  may  not  be  out  of  plac«  here  to  »ay  a  faw  words  about  the  Black  Hawk  tvar, 
giving  my  readers  a  eliort  sketch  and  some  of  the  incidents,  and  its  cause. 

In  the  year  1828,  President  Adams,  issued  a  proclamation,  according  to  law, 
and  the  country  about  the  mouth  of  Rock  River,  which  had  bean  previously  sur- 
veyed, was  sold,  and  the  year  following,  was  taken  possession  of  by  American 
families.  Soma  time  previous  to  this,  after  the  death  of  old  Quashquame,  Keo- 
kuk was  appointed  chief  of  the  Sauk  nation.  The  United  States  gave  due  no- 
tica  to  the  Indians  to  leave  the  country,  east  of  the  Misrissippi,  and  Keokuk 
made  the  same  proclamation  to  the  Sauks,  and  a  ponion  of  the  nation,  with 
their  regular  chiefs,  with  Keokuk  at  their  head,  peaceably  retired  across  the 
Missis.sippi.  Up  to  this  period  Black  Hawk  continued  his  annual  visits  to  Mai- 
den, and  received  his  annuity  for  allegiance  to  the  British  government.  He 
woald  not  recognize  Keokuk  as  chief,  but  gathered  about  him  all  the  restless 
spirits  of  his  tribe,  many  of  whom  were  young,  and  fired  with  the  ambition  of 
becoming  "  braves,"  and  set  up  himself  for  a  cliief. 

In  1830,  an  arrangement  was  made  by  tlie  Americans,  who  had  purchased 
the  land  above  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  and  the  Indians  that  remained,  to  live 
as  neighbors  ;  the  latter  cultivating  their  old  fields.  Their  enclosures  consisted 
of  stakes  stuck  in  the  ground,  and  small  poles  tied  with  strips  of  bark  trans- 
versely. The  Indians  left  for  their  summer's  hunt,  and  returned  w^hen  their 
corn  was  in  the  milk— gathered  it,  and  turned  their  horses  into  the  fields,  cul- 
tivated by  the  Americans,  to  gather  their  crop.  Some  depredations  were  com-" 
milted  on  their  hogs  and  other  property.  The  Indians  departed  on  their  win- 
ter's hunt,  but  returned  early  in  the  spring  of  1831,  under  the  guidance  of  Black 
Hawk,  and  committed  depredations  on  the  frontier  settlements.  Their  leader 
v*-as  a  cunning,  shrewd  Indian,  and  trained  his  party  to  commit  various  de- 
predations on  the  property  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  but  not  to  attack,  or 
kill  any  person.  His  policy  was  to  provoke  the  Americans  to  make  war  ou 
him,  and  thus  seem  to  fight  in  defense  of  Indian  rights,  and  the  "  graves  of 
their  fathers." 

In  the  spring  of  1832,  Black  Hawk  with  his  party  again  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  valley  of  Rock  river,  notwithstanding  he  was  warned  against 
doing  so  by  General  Atkinson,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong,  in  Rock 
Island.  Troops,  both  regular  and  militia,  were  at  once  mustered  and  marched 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  native  band.  Among  the  troops  was  a  party  of  volunteers 
under  Major  Stillman,  who,  on  the  14th  of  May,  was  out  upon  a  tour  of  obser^ 
vation,  and  close  in  the  neighborhoad  of  the  savages-  On  that  evening, 
having  discovered  a  party  of  Indians,  the  whites  galloped  forward  to  attack 
the  savage  band,  but  were  met  with  so  much  energy  and  determination,  that 
they  took  to  their  heels  ia  utter  consternation.  The  wiiites  were  175  in 
number ;  the  Indians  from  five  to  six  hundred.  Of  this  party,  twenty-five  fol- 
lowed the  retreating  battalioja,  after  night  for  several  mileg.  Eleven  whites 
were  killed  and  shockingly  mangled,  and  several  wounded.  Some  four  or  five 
Indians  we>e  known  to  be  killed.  TMs  action  was  at  Stillman'a  Run,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Ogle  county,  about  twenty-five  miles  above  Dixon. 
Peace  v,:a,s  now  hopeless,  and  althougli  Keokuk,  the  legitimate  chief  of  the 
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nation,  coatrolleJ  a  majority,  the  temptation  of  war  and  plunder  was  too  strong 
for  tliose  TS'ho  followed  Black  Hawk, 

On  the  21st  of  3Iay,  a  party  of  vrarriors,  about  seventy  in  number,  attacked 
the  Indian  Creek  settlement,  in  La  Salie  county,  Illinoi>',  killed  fifteen  persons, 
and  took  two  young  women  prisoners  ;  these  were  afterwards  returcd  to  their 
friends;  late  in  July,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Winnebagoes.  On  the  foUowirig 
day,  a  party  of  spies  was  attacked  and  four  of  them  slain,  and  other  massacres 
followed.  Meanwhile  tkircc  thousand  Illinois  militia  had  been  ordered  out,  who 
rendezvoused  upon  the  20th  of  June,  near  Pern  ;  these  marched  forward  to  thi» 
Rock  River,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  United  States  troops,  the  \yhole  bg- 
ing  under  command  of  General  Atkinson.  Six  himdred  mounted  men  were  al- 
so ordered  cut,  while  Gen  Scott,  with  nine  companies  of  artillery,  hastened 
from  the  sea-board  by  the  wa.}'  of  the  lakes  to  Chicago,  moving  with  such  ce- 
lerity, that  some  of  his  troops,  we  are  told,  actually  went  one  lliousand  eight 
hundred  miles  in  eighteen  days  ;  passing  in  that  time  from  Fort  ?-fonroc  on  the 
Cliesapeake,  to  Chicago. 

In  September,  1832,  the  Indian  troubles  were  closed  by  a  tr9aty.  v>'hich  relin- 
quished to  the  white  men  thirty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for  which  stipulated 
annuities  W'ere  to  be  paid  ;  constituting  now"  the  eastern  portion  of  ihe  state  ol 
Iowa,  to  which  the  only  real  claim  of  the  Saus  and  Foxes,  was  their  depreda- 
tions on  the  unoffending  loways,  about  130  years  since.  To  Keokuk  and  his  par- 
ty, a  reservation  of  forty  miles  square  was  given,  in  consideration  of  his  fidelity  ; 
while  Black  Hawk  and  his  family,  were  sent  as  hostages  to  Fort  Monroe  in  tlie 
Chesapeake,  where  they  remained  till  June,  1833.  Tl'.e  chief  aflcrwarJs  re- 
turned to  liis  native  wilds,  where  he  died  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  in  1833. 

Black  Ha vv"k  cannot  rank  with  Pontiae  or  Tecumthe  ;  he  foi!;rht  only  for  re- 
venge, and  shawed  no  intellectual  power  ;  t)Ut  he  was, a  fearless  man. 

Black  Hawk,  n.nd  his  forces  having  defeated  Major  Stillman,*  and  };is  forces, 
(many  of  v/hom  were  from  Peoria  and  vicinity,  )  on  the  Monday  previous  (lllh) 
near  Rock  River,  a  large  number  of  mounted  volunteers,  who  fled  precipitately 
before  a  small  band  of  the  brave  chief.  The  force  of  the  latter  was  vastly  ex- 
agcrated  by  the  fears  of  the  routed  troops,  and  alarm  spread  through  the  state 
of  Illinois.  General  Atkinson,  then  commanding  in  t]ie  north-west,  had  iiis 
head-quarters  at  Dixon's  Ferry,  which  he  immediately  proceeded  to  fortify. — 
The  Governor  of  Illinois  at  the  same  time  called  out  a  fresh  body  of  moimt- 
ed  volunteers,  and  the  Secretary  of  war  ordered  about  one  thousand  regulars  to 
the  scene  of  action.  General  Scott  then  took  the  conmiand  of  the  array,  and 
conducted  the  campaign.  For  three  months  a  contest  characterised  by  the 
worst  acts  of  border  ferocity  was  maintained.  The  Indians  murdered  many 
frontier  families,  and  committed  bold  depredations  in  the  face  of  our  troops. — 
In  their  turn  they  suffered  in  several  skirmishes,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  dis- 
heartening them.  A  party  under  Black  Hawk  attacked  tlie  fort  at  Bufialo 
Grove,and  although  they  failed  in  carrying  it,  yet  they  killed  several  men,  and 
afterwards  defeated  a  detachment  of  volunteers  who  came  to  its  rescue. 


Major  Stillman,  is  now  living  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois, 
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General  Atkinson  arrived  on  the  fourth  of  July  with  an  army  of  tv\  enty-fiTe 
hiiiiilred  men,  inaltidinff  tour  hundred  regulars  under  Colonel  Taylor,  at  Lake 
Coshconing.  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  the  Indians  had  collected.  The  lat 
tur  werejrediiced,  at  the  time,  to  the  greatest  extremcty  for  want  of  provisions 
their  fighting  nieu  being  encumbered' with  ^vonlen  and  children  and  their  move- 
able property,  as  ihey  had  lied  from  their  villages  ^\ith  no  means  of  immediate 
subsi.;tence.  From  Lake  Coshconing,  an  extension  of  Rock  Ri\  er,  they  were 
jiarsued  towards  Fort  Winnebago  by  two  brigades  of  mounted  volunteers,  un- 
der General  Dodge,  and  overtaken  on  the  banks  of  the  Wisconsin.  In  thi.s 
jighi'they'sufFered  dreadfully  from  fal'^gue,  famine  and  slaughter. 

Late  in  July,  General  Atkinson  cro.ssed  the  Wisconsin  River  and  ordered  the 
pursuit  of  the  Indians.  For  this  service  thirteen  hundred  men,  among  w^honf 
ware  Taylor'  regulors,  were's^lected.  They  set  forth  immediately.  The  way 
\Vas  tlirou^ha  primitive  wilderness,  before  untrodden  by  any  body  of  white 
men.  With  forced  speed  the  march  was  pressed  over  rocks  and  mountains, 
through  woods _and  waters,  often  almC^-t  impassable  for  horsLS,  and  continually 
exhausting  to  the  men.  At  last  the  enemy  was  overtaken  on  the  Bad  Axe^ 
Near  the  junction  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Iowa.  A  battle,  desperate  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  ensewed,  in  -which  they  were  wholly  routed,  many  falling 
by  our  arms,  others  perishing  in  the  river,  and  the  rest  disappearing  or  submit- 
ting themselves  prisoners ;  this  battle  was  faught  on  Thursday  the  2d  of  Au- 
-gust,  with  a  loss  of  150  warriors,  while  of  the  whites,  but  eighteen  fell.  ThLi 
was  the  decisive  blov,-  that  broke  the  power  of  Black  Hawk  ;  he  fled,  but  was 
seized  by_^the  Winnebagoes,  and  on  Monday  the  27ih,  just  fifteen  weck-s  from  thu 
day  of  the  battle  at  Stillman's  Run,  he  was  delivered  to  the  O'flicerri  of  the  U.  S. 
at  Prairie  du  Cliien,  and  with  his  capture  ended  the  war. 

Black  Hawk  and  his  fellow  prisoners  were  confided  to  the  care  of  Col.  Tay- 
lor, who  conveyed  them  to  theJellerson  'Barracks,  where  they  arrived  about 
the  middle  of  September. 

As  Col.  Taylor,  our  late  lamented  Chief  ?'Iagi.strate,  acted  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  we  give  on  the  authority  of  a  writer  in  the  Literary 
World,  the  following  anecdote  of  him  while  in  pursitit  of  Black  Iia\vk.  If  it  is 
slightly  eronious  in  any  particular,  it  is  at  least  illustrative  of  the  man,  and  was 
refered  to  by  G.  T.  Metcalfe,  Esq.  in  his  Eulogy  delivered  at  his  funeral  in  this 
City  on  the  17th  of  July,  1850. 

•  "  Some  time  after  StillmTi.n"s  defeat  by  Black  Hawk's  band,  Taylor,  march^ 
ing  with  a  large  body  of  volunteers  and  a  handful  of  regulars,  in  pursuit  of  the^ 
hostile  Indian  force;  found  himself  approaching  Rock  River,  then  asserted  by 
many  to  be  the  true  north-western  boundary  of  Illinois.  The  volunteers,  as 
Taylor  was  informed,  would  refiJse  to  cross  the  stream.  They  were  militia/ 
they  said,  called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  state,  and  it  was  unconstitutional 
ttf  order  them  to  march'beyond  its  frontier  into  the  Indian  countrj^.  Taylof 
thereupon  halted  his  command,  and  encamped  within  the  acknowledged  boun- 
daries of  Illinois.  He  would  not,  as  the  relator  of  the  story  said,  budge  ar. 
inch    further    without  or'Jcr?.     He  had  alrca J  v  driven  Black  Hawk  out  of  tho 
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state,  but  the  question  of  crossing  Rock  River  BcemeJ  hugL;ly  to  trouble  his 
ideas  of  integrity  to  the  con^titutiuu  on  ono  side,  aad  .military  expediency  on 
the  other.  During  the  night,  however,  orders  came,  cither  from  Gen.  Scott  or 
Gen.  Atkinson,  for  him  to  fuUow  up  Black  Hawk  to  the  last.  Tho  quietness 
of  the  regular  colonel,  mean  vidiile,  had  rather  encouraged  the  mutinous  militia 
to  bring  their  proceedings  to  a  head.  A  sort  of  town-meeting  was  called  upon 
the  prairie,  and  Taylor  invited  to  attend.  A-fter  listaning  some  time  very  qui- 
etly to  the  proceedings,  it  became  Rough  and  Ready's  turn  to  address  the  chair. 
'  He  had  heard,'  he  said,  '  with  raueh  pleasure  the  vievt-s  which  some  speak- 
ers had  expressed  of  tho  independence  and  dignity  of  each  private  American 
citizen.  He  felt  that  all  gentlemen  there  present  were  his  equals— in  reality, 
lie  was  persuaded  that  many  of  them  v.'ould  in  a' few  years  be  Iiis  superiors,  and 
perhaps,  in  the  capacity  of  mlembers  of  oongress,  arbiters  of  the  fortune  and 
reputation  of  humble  servants  of  the  republic  like  himself.  He  expected  then 
to  obey  them  as  interpreters  of  the  will  of  the  people  ;  and  the  best  proof  he 
eould  give  that  he  would  obey  them,  was  now  to  observe  the  orders  of  those 
whom  the  people  had  already  put  in  the  places  of  s,uthoriLy,  to  which  many 
gentlemen  around  him  justly  aspired.  In  plain  English,  gentlemen  and  fol- 
low-citizens,  the  word  has  been  passed  on  to  me  from  Washington  to  follow 
Black  Hawk,  and  to  take  you  with  me  as  soldiers.  I  mean  to  do  both.  There 
are  the  flat-boats  drawn  up  on  the  shore,  and  here  arc  Undo  Sam's  men  drawn 
up  behind  you  on  tho  prairie.'  "  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  the  effect  of  tbis 
appeal. 

There  are  many  incidents  in  the  Annals  of  Illinoi,  in  1S12,  and  subsequent 
years,  for  which  we  have  not  room  to  insert  in  a  work  like  this,  as  it  would  svi-ell 
it  to  a  large  volumn,  audtherefore  shall  pass  on  to  tlio  present  settlement  begun 
by  Abner  Eads  and  his  companions  in  the  spring  of  1819. 

In  the /owrfecnJrt  year,  (1832,)  or  when  the  Peorians  had  just  entered  their 
"  teens,"  this  celebrated  chief  was  marching  his  army  through  this  quarter 
of  our  State,  spreading  dismay  far  and  wide,  and  the  inhabitants  between 
Rock  and  Illinois  rivers  had  severally  fled  across  the  latter ;  some  twenty-five 
or  thirty  men  banded  themselves  together  in  this  place,  and  resolved  that  the 
town,  then  composed  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  hamlets,  bordering  on  Watef 
street,  should  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity.  Those  who  had  not  crossed 
the  river  were  compelled  to  remain  to  defend  it,  and  for  this  purpose  the  ferry 
boat  was  seized  and  a  guard  placed  over  it  with  orders  to  let  no  man  cross, 
(women  and  children  were  not  prohibited.)  This.eventually  collected  so  for- 
midable a  force  at  this  place  that  they  never  were  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and 
many  of  those  w-ho  had  attempted  to  flee  became  citizens  of  the  place,  and  are 
still  with  us.  But  '•  lo !  the  poor  Indian,"  he  has  now  left  us — only  a  remnant 
remaining  in  the  distant  Territory  beyond  the  bounds  of  Missouri.  And  in 
their  places  and  over  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  all  the  production  of  labor 
and  art  is  now  fdling  their  country  in  ovory  dircclion  witli  farms,  villages,  cities, 
rail  and  plank  roads,  telegraphs,  and  all  tho  vast  machinery  of  a  highly  civili- , 
zed  people ;  and  their  rivers  with  our  steam  and  canal  boate,  instead  of  the 
wigwam  and  fragile  b:irk  canoe. 
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As  we  have  said,  the  cunntry  was  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  5 . 
«ven  the  French  settlers  had  all  left  and  mingled  with  those  of  other  settle- 
taents,  so  that  all  former  occupancy  by  the  wliites  was  broken  up  and  oblitera- 
ted, and  now  a  new  era  would  commence  in  the  settlement  of  Peoria  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  commence  to  date  the  foimdiiig  and  settlement  of  the  city  of  Peo- 
ria from  the  19th  day  of  April,  in  tlie  19tliyearof  the  19th  century,  and  here  V 
follows  my  history  of  the  founding  of  Peoria. 

I  must  digress  and  say  that  the  IQih  day  of  April  is  an  eventful  day  in  the 
historyof  our  country  as  well  as  other  epochs.  We  find  that  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1529,  the  Reformers  entered  their  first  protest  before  a  .Catholic  Diet. — 
On  the  I9th'  of  April,  7676,  the  first  violence  was  done  by  the  Indians  to  a  set- 
tlement of  Cochichewick,nov;  Andover,  Mass.  On  the  19T.h  of  April,  1775,  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  the  firat  of  the  Revolution  was  fought.  On  the  19th  of. 
April  1783,  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  declared,  and  the  United  States  of 
America  recognized  as  an  independent  nation  by  the  English  Government.  On 
the  19th  of  April,  1816,  In(iiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  it  may 
now  be  chronicled  that,  ontlie  19th  of  April,  1S19,  was  the  commencement  of 
tile  pressnt  settlement  of  the  city  of  Peoria. 

In  the  spring  of  1819  a  few  hardy  sons  of  Kentucky,  Virginia  and  New  York, 
living  ,as  I  have  before  said,  on  Shoal  Creek,  resolved  on  an  enterprise  and  set- 
lement  further  north  if  found  favorable  to  their  wishes  in  this  delightful  part  of 
our  State.  Accordingly  seven  persons  united  tlieraselves  into  a  band  for  this  un- 
dertaking, and  fitting  out  a  keel  boat  destined  for  the  Illinois  river  and  Fort 
Clark  at  the  foot  of  Peoria  Lake,  as  this  place  was  then  called.  Those  persona  J 
were  Abner  Eads,  a  Virginian  by  birth,  J.  Hersey,  a  New  Yorker,  Seth  Fulton  ^ 
&  Josiah  Fulton,  Virginians,  S.  Daugherty,  J.  Davis  and  T.  Russell,  Kentucki- 
ans.  The  two  first  left  Shoal  Creek  with  two  pack-horses  and  tlie  five  last 
moved  with  the  boat  they  had  prepared  for  the  voyage  up  the  Mississippi  and 
Illinois  rivers. 

Eads  and  Hersey  took  th  eir  course  across  the  prairies,  crossing  the  Illinois 
river  at  or  near  where  Meredocia  now  stands,*  and  thence  on  this  side  of  the 
river  through  the  country  to  this  place,  where  they  arrived  with  their  pack-hor- 
ses and  baggage,  and  pitched  their  tent  beside  the  remaining  pickets  of  the  old 
fort  on  Saturday,  the  17th  day  of  April,  1819.  On  Monday,  the  19th,  Eads 
left  Hersey  in  charge  of  their  horses  at  their  camp,  and  got  into  a  canoe  with  a 
deserter  from  Fort  Chicago,  (which  had  been  rebuilt  a  year  or  two  before,  taking 
the  name  of  Fort  Dearborn,)  who  came  passing  down  the  river,  Esds  met  the 
boat  with  his  companions  about  five  miles  below,  near  the  mouth  of  La  Marsh 
creek,  where  he  joined  them  and  returned  to  the  old  fort,  where  all  landed  safe 
the  same  evening,  being  on  Monday  the  19Lh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1819. 

The  tents  they  had  pitched  beside  the  pickets  of  the  old  fort,  and  their  boat 
served  them  for  a  shelter  and  habitation  until  these  pioneers  could  fit  up  and 
iover  two  log  huts  ;  bodies  that  had  been  laid  up  by  some  of  the  Indian  traders 
or  French  while  the  troops  were   stationed  in  Fort  Clark    two  squres  above. — 

*3.ra.rai  d" Auge  \va?  ih?  first  j^eiiler.  (Americanized,)  and  now  called  3Ieredocia, 
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One  of  these,  Eads,  fiUed  up  for  the  occupation  of  his  family.  This  hut  stoorf 
mear  to  where  the  brevv'ery  of  F.  Muller  now  stands,  a  little  west  of  the  bridge 
across  the  Illinois.  That  spring  Eads  and  his  companions  put  in  between  fif- 
teen and  twenty  acrea  of  corn  and  potatoes,  lying  north  and  west  of  his  cabin,- 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  May  he  left  his  comradsand  started  for  Shoal  creek  to 
get  his  family  here.  He  arrived  there  about  the  first  of  June,  and  left  Shoal 
creek  about  the  8tli  or  lOtli  witli  a  wagon  containing  his  wife,  three  children  and 
"plunder,"  (as  the  household  furniture  is  called  by  the  Southerners,)  taking  a 
due  north  course  across  the  prairies  for  Peoria,  and  so  correct  was  his  cotirse 
that  he  came  to  the  Illinois  River  at  or  near  the  town  of  Pekin  ;  he  crossed  the 
river  at  Wesley  City,  four  miles  below  this,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Clark  about  the 
middle  of  June,  the  day  and  date  not  recollected.  Before  Eads  returned,  on  or 
about  the  10th  of  June,  Capt.  Jude  Warner  arrived  here  with  a  keel  boat  from 
St.  Louis,  freighted  with  salt  and  provisions,  and  a  net  or  seine  for  fishing  in  the 
Lake,  his  company  consisted  of  Isaac  De  Boice,  James  Goff,  William  Blaneh- 
ard,  David  Barnes,  Charles  and  Theadore  Seargent,  who  spent  the  season  put. 
ting  up  fish  in  bulk  somewhat  as  our  pork-packers  do  their  bacon,  (for  coopers 
and  barrels  were  scarce  then.)  Some  of  this  company  are  still  residents  in  this 
vicinity.  Blansuard  resides  east  of  this  near  to  Crocker's  mill.  Theadore  Ser- 
gent,  near  Farmington,  and  Barnes  near  Lewiston,  Fulon  county. 

Abner  Eads  resided  m  this  place  till  1825.  Some  difiiculty  had  arisen  prior 
to  this  among  the  settlers  and  other  claimants,  involving  adverse  titles  as  well 
as  French  claimants  to  the  land  he  occupied.  Eads  left  his  claim  near  the 
bridge  and  removed  about  four  miles  xvest,  near  the  Kickapoo,  where  he  resided 
till  1833,  when  he  emigrated  north  and'settled  at  or  near  Galena,  or  "  lead  dig- 
gins."  The  inhabitants  of  the  West  are  y  for  the  most  part,  a  strange  people;" 
scarcely  do  they  become  settled  and  established  with  the  comforts  of  life  about 
tliera,  before  they  pull  Up  stakes  and  are  ofF  again  for  a  new  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Border  life  seems  to  be  singularly  their  choice,  or  to  offer  inducements  tc 
many  that  civilization  and  a  settled  country  cannot.  Truly  may  it  be  said' 
that  "  Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  way,"  or  they  seem  t)  comply 
■Aith  the  follcvi'ing  invitation  to 

"  COME    OUT    TO    f  HE    WEST." 

"  Come  forth  from  your  cities,  come  out  to  the  west. 

Ye  have  hearts,  ye  have  hands — leave  to  nature  the  rest',  .     " 

The  prairie,  the  forest,  the  stream  at  command  ;  ■ 

"  The  woiid  is  too  crowded," — pshaw  !  come  and  take  land' ■ 

"  Not  only  that  labor  reward  may  not  find  ; 

'Tis  the  curse  of  cZio«f;/icfYores  that  curbeth  the  mind  : 

'Tis  the  lack  of  simrise.  the  breeze  of  the  hill,  ,     '    , 

''J''he  glorious  tliought — "  'Tis  my  own  land  I  till." 

'■  Disease  in  its  garret, dim  cellars  of  crime  ;  .,       •  ,r   . 

Corruption's  foul  alleys,  theft,  famine  and  slime  •■  .,.,^.. 

Oh  1  linger  not  poor  man — fly  sv.iftly  and  far ;  :    i    ■       ■ 

^h.\  caves  of  the  desert,  thrice  happy  ye  are. 
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■-■'  Come  travel  the  mountain,  and  paddle  the  stream  ; 
The  cabin  shall  smile  and  the  corn-patch  shall  gleam  ; 
•■  A  wife  and  six  children'— "tis  -wealth  m  your  hand  ! 
Your  axe  and  your  rifle — out  west  and  take  land." 
In  the  winter  of  1819-20,  Luman  Andrews,  from  Plattsburg-,  N.  Y.,  and  Jnn. 
Barker,  of  Ohio,  joined  our  little  band  of  pioneers,  which  had   been  increas- 
ing ever  since,  (slowly  at   first,  but  a  thousand  a   year  for  the  last  four.)  to  its 
present  population,  numbering  about  7.000,  and  the  li'th  day  of  April  next  A\ili 
be  the  31st  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Peoiia.     All  the  old  France  inhab- 
itants and  even  the  poor  Indian,"  liad  left  our  immediate  neighborhood,  as  their 
principal  village    at  this  time    (1819)  was  at  Sanachew-ine,   at  the  head  of  the 
Lake,  about  twenty  miles  above  this  city. 

This  little  band  of  Western  Pioneers,  (or  Peorians  they  miglit  be  called,  as 
they  were  the  first  founders  and  settlers  of  Peoria  county,  town  and  city.)  v/ho 
resuscitated  the  little  village  of  '=  Mailleite,"  ha\-ing  all  left  with  the  exception 
of  .fosiah  Fulton,  who  resides  a  few  miles  out  of  the  city,  from  him  and  Mr. 
Eads,  I  obtained  the  foregoing  facta  in  this  history.  Eads,  like  old  Daniel  Boor » 
"  did'ntlike  to  be  encroaclied  upon  or  hemmed  in  by  civiliza.tion,"  he  left  the 
shore  of  our  beautiful  lake  and  more  picturesque  prairies,  and  went  still  farthsr 
into  the  interior  of  tlis  country.*  lie  was  at  this  time  a  member  of  otir  Legisla- 
ture, and  from  the  extreme  North  Western  corner  of  our  State,  Jo  Davies  ar.d 
Stevenson  counties.  I  accidentally  met  with  him  on  Christtiias  day  (184-3)  at 
the  house  of  one  of  his  old  friends  in  this  city,  wliere  he  had  called  to  partake 
of  a  Christmas  dinner,  and  to  spend  a  few 'days  prior  to  taking  a  seat  in  the 
legislative  hall.  At  this  accidental  meeting  I  obtained  a  few  rather  disconected 
facts,  in  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  conversation,  penning  dcwn  dates  aud  in- 
cidents relating  to  our  final  settlement  as  a  country,  ikc,  which  corroborates 
what  I  had  previously  gathered  from  3Ir.  Josiah  Fulton. 

The  first  cornfield  and  potatoe  patch  of  these  pioneers  are  now  obliterated  and 
covered  by  streets  and  stately  man.-ions,  stores  and  mechanic  shops  ;  the  voca- 
tion of  their  occupants  can  be  heard  and  seen  ia  every  part  of  the  once  delight- 
ful fields  of  these  pioneers. 

As  I  have  said  before,  Eads  and  his  companions  commenced  the  fi.Tit  improve- 
ments after  the  destruction  of  this  French  town.  They  were  scon  followed  by 
a  few  hardy  sons  of  the  Empire  and  Eastern  States.  In  the  spring  of  1826,  Cap. 
Henry  B.  Stillraan  came  here  from  the  Sangamo  country  where  he  cmegrated  to 
;n  131S,  from  C'anandaigua,  N.  Y.  (his  native  place,  and  where  I  knew  him 
when  a  child,  more  than  forty  years  since.)  He  was  accompanied  by 
two  brothers  from  Canandaigua.  Capt.  Stillman  is  still  among  us,  a  wealthy 
citizen  and  proprietor  in  city  lots.  Another  of  our  old  pioneer;?  and  ciiizei.s, 
who  is  still  with  us,  Mr.  John  Hamlin,  of  Mass.  He  came  here  in  the  spring 
of  1821  from  Springfield,  in  company  with  Judge  Lockwood,  Judge  Latham^ 
(who  afterwards  became  a  citizen  and  proprietor  of  city  lots,  and  died  here  iri 
1826,  and  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  notice.)  Maj,  lies,  Gen.  J. 
Adams,  and  a  Mr.  Winchester.  Maj.  Graham.  Indian  agent,  of  St.  Louis,  came 
here  about  that  time  with  a  keel-boat  and  proceeded  up  to  La  Salle  prairie  (Home) 

Mr.  Eads  left  Galena  in  1849,  and  is  now  in  the  '  Gold  diggins  of  Ca'afomia  ' 
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where  he  paid  ofi-iiie  Iiiflians  tlieir  annuity.     Snme  of  them  returned  and  settlea 
here  subsequently,  and  became  us-eful  citizens  in  building  up  our  cirj'. 

In  1833,  an  Indian  Agency  was  opened  and  established  here  by  the  Govern- 
ment, of  which  Judge  Latham  was  appointed  Agent,  in  place,  of  Maj.  Graham,  of 
St.  Louis,  where  it  had  heretofore  been  kept.  John  Hamlin,  Esq.  was  a  clerk, 
in  and  kept  a  branch  of  the  American  Far  Company's  store  in  this  place, 
in  one  of  the  buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  view  between  Water-st.  and  the, 
Lake — the  building  from  the  right,  just  below  the  Inn  sign-post.  In  this  store 
were  kept  Indian  commodities  ciiiefiy.  A  portion  however,  was  adapted  to  the 
wantsof  the  citizens,  v.^ho,  at  this  time  were  few.  Mr.  Hamlin  while  thtas  en- 
^-aged  in  this  store,  exported  the  first  produce  to  Chicago  in  1S25,  in  keal  boats  as 
far  as  the  mottth  of  the  Kankakee  river,    and    from  there  in  Durham  boats    to 

Chicago,  (having  built  a   storehouse   at  the  former  place  to  store   in  from  the 
keal  boats,  lobe  taken  by  the  Durham  boats  up  the  Aux  Plain  river. 

The  principal  articles  exported  were  pork,  beans,  and  other  provisions 
for  tile  use  of  the  Fur  Company.  There  were  but  a  very  few  families  till  with- 
in a  few  years  of  this  time,  in  the  present  bounds  of  the  city,  till  aboiit  1832. — ■ 
And  even  the  country  was  but  sparcely  settled  till  about  that  time,  when 
this  city  could  number  but  22  buildings,  including  Court  House,  store  and 
blacksmith's  shop  and  all  told. 

DOCUMENTARY  HISTOTY  OF  PEORIA  COUNTY.  WITH  A  MAP. 


i'EORIA    COUNTY    AS    FIRST    OIIGAXIZED.  §0 

Thi^  map  prcisents  a  view  of  tir^  county  of  Peoria,  as  formed  by  the 
act  establisliing  it,  approved  Jan.  13,  1S25.  It  is  entitled  "  an  act  to  form  a  ne\y 
county  out  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Clarli." 

The  first  section  describes  the  boundaries  of  the  cor.nty  proper,  as  designa- 
;ied  within  the  lines  west  of  the  Mincis  river,  and  around  Fort  Clark; 

The  second  section  attaches  to  it  "  all  that  tract  of  country  north  of  township 
SO  and  west  of  the  third  principal  maridian  ;  provided  however,  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  attached  part  of  said  county  are  not  to  be  taxed  for  the  erection  of 
public  buildings,  or  for  the  purchase  of  the  quarter  section  hereafter  mentioned." 
(Now  Tazewell  and  Woodford  counties.) 

The  third  section  provides  that  the  county  seat  of  said  county  of  Peoria,  "  bo 
and  is  hereby  established  on  the  north  east  quarter  of  section  9,  town  8  north: 
range  8  east." 

The  eightjj,  section  provides  "  that  all  that  tract  of  country  north  of  said  Peo- 
ria comity,  and  of  the  Illinois  &  Kankakee  rivers,  to  the  state  line  of  Indiana, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  attached  to  said  county  for  all  county  purposes." 
The  first  election  on  record  bears  date  March  7,  1825,  though  for  what  pur- 
pose is  not  stated  ;  probably  to  choose  county  officers.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  polled  was  66. 

The  county  was  organized  on  the  8th  March,  18'25,  when  the  following  per- 
sons were  duly  sworn  into  office,  viz  : 

Nathan  Dillon,  .loseph  Smith  and  William  Holland,  County  Commissioners. 
Norman  Hyde  County  Commissioner's  Clerk. 
Aaron  Hawley,  County  Treasurer.     Samuel  Fulton,  SherifT. 
From  the  record  of  this  meeting  I  make  the  followiHg  extract : 
"Ordered,  That  a  court  house  be  erected  on  some   suitable   site,  which  the 
Cornmissioners  shall  designate,  of  the  following  dimensions,  to  wit:  twenty 
feet  square,  and  nine  feet  from  the  floor  to  the  joists,  with  a  good  plank  or  pun- 
cheon floor ;  said  house  to  be  built  of  good  materials,  and  in  a  workmanlike 
manner. 

Ordered,  That  a  Clerk's  office  be  ercctpd  of  the  following  dimensions,  to 
wit :  fourteen  feet  square  from  the  floor  to  the  joists,  with  a  good  pvincheon 
floor ;  to  be  done  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  of  good  materials. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  court-house  and  Clerk's  office  be  let  out  to  the  highest 
bidder,  on  Saturday  the  12th  day  of  March  inst.,  at  12  o'clock  M.;  the  Clerk's 
office  to  be  erected  by  the  20th  inst.,  and  the  court  house  by  the  25th  of  May, 
next." 

The  court  hotise  directed  to  be  built  was  put  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  a  lit. 
tie  south  of  Fort  Clark,  on  block  51.*  It  was  built  of  hewn  logs,  16  feet  by  14, 
with  a  cellar  under  it  which  served  as  a  jail.  It  stood  until  1843,  when  it  was 
removed,  and  Mr.  Orrin  Hamlin's  steam  flouring  mill  erected  on  the  site. 

Dec.  8,  1825,  Coimty  divided  into  two  election  precincts,  as  follows:  1st 
precinct :  "  All  that  part  of  the  cotmtry  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Lapaga  river 
where  it  enters  its  v.-aters  in  the  Aux  Plain,   and  that  the  election  be  held  i^| 

*  See  a  A'iew  of  Peoria  in  1832,  in  Chapter,  iv 
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ilie  Agency  House  (or  Cobweb  Hall.)  and  known  and  distinguished  as  ChicagQ 
precinct."  2d  Precinct:  "  All  that  tract  of  country  north  and  west  of  the  Il- 
linois river,  and  north  of  township  22  west  of  the  third  principal  maridian, 
shall  form  the  Peoria  precinct,  and   the  elections  be  held  at  the  Clerk's  office." 

March  term,  1826.  "  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Court  transmit  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  [John  Quincy  Adams,]  the  thanks  of  this  Court 
for  his  prompt  corn pliance  with  the  prayer  of  their  petition  for  leave  to  enter 
the  fractional  quarter  section  of  land  on  which  to  locate  their  county  seat,  and 
also  that  he  be  directed  to  inform  the  President  that  his  kind  interference  in  the 
behalf  has  not  produced  the  desirable  result." 

In  the  year  1826,  the  present  town  w-as  laid  off  and  named  ;  but  a  difficulty 
arose  about  the  title,  which  retarded  it  for  eight  years.  Judge  Latham  set  up 
a  claim  to  the  ground,  and  many  supposed  he  had  the  better  title.  In  conse- 
quence the  County  Commissioners  were  afraid  to  sell  the  lots  and  the  peoplp  to 
buy.  Judge  Latham  died,  but  the  controversy  was  taken  up  by  his  heirs.  In 
In  the  fall  of  183-3  the  Circuit  Court  decided  the  case  in  favor  of  the  county  > 
but  the  heirs  appealed,  shortly  after  which  the  County  Commissioners,  (thro* 
the  agency  of  J.  Hamlin,  Esq.,)  bought  out  their  claim,  and  sosettled  the  mat; 
ter.     Immediately  after  this  the  town  increased  with  extraordinary  rapidity. 

J.  Hamlin,  Esq.,  has  furnished  the  Republican  of  this  cit]^,  with  a  few  leaves 
from  the  late  Gov.  Ford's  history  of  Illinois,  yet  in  manuscript,  from  whicli 
we  extract  the  following,  on  the  murderous  practice  of  duelling  : 

In  the  year  1820  a  duel  was  fought  in  Belleville,  St.  Clair  county,  between 
Alphonso  Stewart  and  Wm.  Bennett.  The  seconds  had  made  it  up  to  be  a 
sham  duel.  Stewart,  one  of  the  parties,  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  secret,  bat 
Bennett,  his  adversary  belie'ved  it  to  be  rea,lity.  It  is  supposed  that  Bennett 
somewhat  suspected  a  trick,  and  after  receiving  his  gun  from  his  second,  rolled 
a  ball  into  it.  At  the  word  fire  Stewart  fell  mortally  wounded.  Bennett  was 
indicted,  tried,  and  convicted  of  murder.  A  great  effort  was  made  to  procure 
him  a  pardon,  but  Gov.  Bond  would  yield  to  no  entreaties,  and  Bennett  suflered 
tlie  extreme  penalty  of  the  law,  by  hanging,  iu  the  presence  of  a  great  number, 
of  people. 

This  was  the  first  and  last  duel,  which  has  ever  been  fought  in  the  state,  by 
its  citizens.  The  hanging  of  Bennett  made  duelling  discreditable  and  unpopu- 
lar, and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  abhorrence  of  the  practice  which  has  been 
felt  and  expressed  by  the  people  of  Illinois.  The  present  Judge  Lockwood  was 
then  Attorney  General  of  the  state,  and  prosecuted  in  this  case  ;  to  his  talents 
and  success  as  a  prosecutor,  the  people  are  indebted  for  this  early  prescidcnt  and 
example,  which  did  more  than  is  "generally  supposed,  to  prevent  the  practice  of 
duelling  from  being  introduced  into  this  state. 

The  first  election  of  state  officers  was  held  in  August,  1826,  (Vi'hich  continued 
to  be  the  time  for  the  annual  election  till  1850.)  At  this  election  184  votes 
were  polled.  The  census  was  taken  that  year  for  the  first  time,  by  J.  Bogardus, 
which  gives  only  1236  inhabitants  in  this  vast  territory.  These  few  and  scat- 
tered  inhabitants   were  not  of  a  very   litigatious    character,    Justices  of  thp 
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Peace  were  scarcely  known,  the  county  seat  was,  however,  at  Peoria,  or  Fori. 
ClarJc;  little  inconvenience  was  ever  felt  however  remote  frora  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice on  this  occasion.  Tlie  greatest  civil  privation  they  suffered  was,  perhaps, 
the  scarcity  of  3Iinii5ters  of  the  Gospel,  to  dispense  the  Word  to  them,  and  to 
solemnize  marriage.  It  is  said  they  were  well  disposed  to  obey  the  command 
given  by  our  Creator,  '•  to  muUiply  and  replenish"  IllLnois,  at  least  to  enter  in- 
to the  bonds  of  matrimony,  for  on  one   occasion  3Ir. took  his  intended 

help  meet,  and  went  on  horseback  to  Springfield  (75  miles)  to  have  the  knot  tie:', 
"J. S.  B.*  relates  the  following  wliich  took  place  some   25  years  previous  lo 
this,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  tlien  a  front-er  settlement : 

On  Sunday,  the  Gthday  of  September,  1813,  a  couple  of  young  people  went 
to  St.  Genevieve  to  get  married,  accompanied  by  12  others,  6  males  and  6  fe- 
males— 14  in  all.  They  got  married  by  the  priest,  and  on  their  return  when 
within  three  or  four  miles  of  home,  were  all  at  once  surrounded  by  some  200 
Indians,  who,  although  not  at  actual  war,  manifested  hostility.  They  instant- 
ly dismounted  the  whole  wedding  party,  and  stripped  the  whole  of  tliem  of  ev- 
ery particle  of  clothing  and  ornaments  except  a  ring  on  the  bride,  which  could 
not  be  got  off.  They  now  took  t>.e  clotlies,  mounted  the  fine  horses  and  dashed 
off  through  the  woods  with  a  shout !  leaving  our  wedding  folks  standing  "solita- 
ry and  alone,"  gazing  at  each  other  like  peacocks  stripped  of  their  brilliant  plu- 
mage. The  greatest  difficulty  now  arose,  whether  the  ladies  or  gentlemen 
Rhould  w^alk  before,  the  remainrler  of  the  journey  home,  but  how  they  arranged 
and  settled  this  question  is  not  known  to  this  day." 

All  who  were  yet  in  single  blessedness  were  not  thus  circumstanced,  but  ad- 
vantage was  taken  as  opportunity  occurred.  I  will  mention  one  as  a  case  i.i 
point : 

Mr.  A.  Wolcott,  the  Indian  Agent,  who  lived  alone  at  "  Cob-web  Hall,"  had 
cast  longing  eyes  upon  a  fair  emigrant,  seized  the  opportunity  offered  by  a  visit 
Of  Mr.  J.  Hamlin,  Esq.  to  that  place,  to  join  himself  in  holy  bands,  and  be 
made  "  one  flesh,"  as  Esq.  H's  jurisdition  then  extended  over  tliis  vast  territo- 
ry, now  comprising  32  or  33  counties  of  the  100  now  in  our  state. 

It  may  not  be  considered  but  of  place  here  to  record  a  case  in  point  in  the  Ju- 
diciary proceeding,  as  I  have  it  from  the  lips  of  a  "grand  juror,"  liimself  Mr. 

J H ,  Esq.     He  says  : 

In  the  year  1826  I  lived  three  miles  from  Mackinaw  river,  on  the  Peoria  and 
Springfield  road,  in  what  is  now  Tazewell  county,  but  then  attached  to  Peoria,. 
and  being  that  year  21  years  old,  I  was  summoned  upon  the  grand  jury.  There 
were  not  then  adults  enough  in  Peoria  county  proper  to  form  the  grand  and  pet- 
it juries,  and  hence  they  were  summoned  from  the  attached  portion.  All  the 
ftrand  jiirOrs  but  two  were  frem  the  east  side  of  the  Illinois  river,  chiefly  my  ac- 
quaintances and  neighbors.  We  took  our  provisions  and  bedding,  the  latter  be- 
ihc  a  blanket  or  quilt  for  each.  It  was  the  practice  also  in  those  days  to  take 
along  a  flagon  of  liquor,  ar.<i  this  was  not  omitted  on  the  occasion  spoken  of  In 
truth,  so  faithfully  was  th»  flagon   put  under  requisition,   that  but  two  of  ou'^ 

*  See  Ante,  p.  70, 
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Slumber  wcie  sober  when  \ve  appeared  in  court  and  received  our  charge.  Judge 
?a^^yer  \va&  then  the  presiding  officer ;  James  Turney,  the  prosecuting  attorney; 
and  Mesfrs.  Cavarly,  Pugh,  Bogardus  and  Turney,  the  entire  bar. 

There  were  but  eight  bills  of  indictTtient  found  by  the  grand  jury,  one  of  wliicii 
was  againist  an  Indian  named  No-ma-que  for  murder.  He  bad  been  tried  the 
fall  before,  but  obtaining  a  new  trial,  he  was  indicted  again  at  this  term.  There 
being  no  sectire  jail,  the  she'rifT  (Sam'l  Fulton)  kept  him  imder  guard  in  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Allen.  At  night  aboiil  a  doien  drunken  Indians  met  to  rescue 
Mm,  and  attempted  to  enter  the  door  for  that  purpose.  Allen  sprang  out  of  a 
back  window,  and  seizing  a  clapboard,  rushed  to  the  front  of  the  house  and 
laid  about  him  with  great  fury.  He  fclled  fouT  of  tlie  Indians  to  the  ground  be- 
fore tliey  could  recover  from  their  consternation,  when  the  others  retreated.  Al- 
len, pursuing  the  hindmost,  continued  his  blows,  the  tetreating  fellow  calling- 
out,  '•  Schtop,  ^.vhite  man  !  for  God's  Fake  schtcp!"  Felling  liim  also,  the  five 
laid  till  mornfng,  ■vvhen  tJiey  were  able  to  crawl  off.  No-ma-qiie  afterwards 
made  his  escape— joiiled  Black  Hawk  fn  the  war  of  "32  -was  vi"oimded  in  Still- 
man's  defeat,  and  afterwards  found  nearl)'  dead  by  some  Pcorians,  who  hu- 
mately  shot  him  through  to  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings. 

The  Court  House  was  a  log  building  on  the  bank  oS  the  river,  in  whi(;h  the 
jurors  slept  at  night  on  their  blankets  on  the  floor.  There  was  a  tavern  Jvept  by 
Mr.  Bogardus,  but  it  was  not  large  enough  to  fur;ii:-h  sleeping  accommodations 
for  them.  The  grand  jury  room  v\'as  a  lumber  cabin,  in  which  Cogardus  kept 
saddles  and  other  catlle  fixin's. 
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of  Ha!e"s>/ill.— Number  in  tlie  City  m  Ic^Sj. — AdJiuonsto  Peoria  ;  the  Pro- 
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Minister. 


In  1330,  Mr.  John  Ilamlin  and  Mr.  John  Sharp  built  ihe  finst  ilouririg  iriill,  oii 
the  Kickapco.  or  Red  B'.id  Creel:,  about  lliree  miles  west  of  this  city,  wliich 
was  the  first  mill  ever  built  in  this  quarter  of  the  Slate.  Tiiis  mill  had  two  runs 
of  stones,  and  made  about  50  barrels  of  fiour  per  day,  or  24  hours  ;  considcrabla 
of  which  was  sent  in  1833-3  in  flat-boats,  (or  hroi'.dkoi-nsn.s  the  Southernors  call 
them,)  to  the  New  Orleans  market,  for  which  they  got  from  $1  37.;  to  SI  50  per 
bbl.  This  was  the  only  mill  in  this  country  till  1333,  built  by  the  Messrs  Kale  ; 
a  rketch  of  which  I  think  would  not  be  out  of  place,  or  uniateresting  to  tha 
♦•eaders  of  our  history  of  Peuria; 

Judge  Ilale  and  John  Easton,  are-  the  present  owners  of  this  inll',  situated 
nboutfour  miles  N:  .W.  of  tl'.ir-!  ci'.y.  It  was  erected  on  the  Ivihof  October, 
1::'3?,  and  we  are  a?fured  that  in  the  building  and  raising  of  it,  not  a  drop  of  ar- 
deat  s/wVfVi- was  used  on  the  occasion,  nor  has  a  drop  been  gir.ce  drank  about  it 
in  the  performance  of  any  work  about  the  dam,  altliough  the  laborers  were  coirt- 
jielled  to  work  at  tiines  in  the  water.  This  mill  is  30  feet  by  40  feet.  Notwith- 
standing the  labor  lo  be  performed  in  ihe  erection  of  this  mill;  yet  in  just  7  mositha 
af;ipr  it  was  raided,  to  wit,  on  tlie  14tli  of  May,  183^,  tlie  lirst  grist  was  ground, 
and  is  still  (1^51)  in  operation  for  custom  work,  v,  ith  two  runs  of  stones  for 
wheat  and  one  for  c.">rn.  This  ir.ill  has  done  a  great  deal  of  .louriijg  for  foreign 
markets.  This  mill  i.-;  a  Unif^hsd  piece  of  workmanship.  The  floors  are  of  oak 
plained  and  jointed  as  neat  as  any  dwelling  house,  while  the  machioery  and  fii- 
tures  are  cf  the  first  Vvorkirianship.  The  bolting  chest  is  of  black  walnut,  pan- 
nel-work,  and  would  adorn  aiiy  c-itting-rccm  in  the  state.  Tiie  jler.?r?.  Hals 
were  from  OsTTego  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  are  proprietors  in.  the  city  plat,  as  you 
will  see  by  reference  to  the  map.  Mr.  Asahei  Hale  came,  here  in  1S31,  after  a 
thort  residence  in  Pike  County,  below  this.  He  pul-chased  SO  acrss' within  thu 
(3res?.nt  city  plat,  and  located  himself  near  the  center  of  his  tract  on  the  brow 
of  the  blufT,  at  the  head  of  Main  street,  and  has  a  coriiman^ding  visw  above  a.nO. 
below  him  of  the  city  that  has  grown  up  around  his  home  cottage.  In  Octoba. 
1S35,  Judge  Hale,  an  elder  brother,  came  here  and  resides  in  a  fine  brick  man- 
sion on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Perry  streets.  He  is  quite  sn  extensive  propri 
?tbr  in  our  city  plat.  Besides  their  city  property,  they  have  200  acres  of  Ian. 
attached  to  their  mill,  which,  with  the  mill,  cost  them  about  $8000,  and  pro!. 
ebly  a.  better  location  for  a  mill  js  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country,  n^'t  e.* 
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©epting  m  all  respects  that  of  Messrs.  Hornlin  and  Sharp,  in  its  day,  (which 
was  located  about  two  miles  below  on  the  sa-nie  stream,)  which  was  occasional- 
ly inundated  by  the  floods  of  the  Illinois,  or  back  water. 

The  Messrs.  Hale,  have  been  very  liberal  in  donating  land  for  religious  and 
■charitable  purposes.  Mr.  Asahel  Hale  donated  the  building  lot  \\hsretbe 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  stands,_on  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Madison  sts., 
valued  at  about  $600.  Judge  Hale  appropriated  a  lot  on  Hamilton-st.,  between 
Perry  and  Hale  sts.,  for  the  Parsonage  hou>^e.  In  1844,  he  also  donated  to  Pe- 
oria Lodge,  No,  IS  nearly  an  entire  square  on  the  north  side  of  Payette-st.,  be- 
tween Perry  and  Hale-sts.,  for  a  cemetery,  known  as  the  "  Masonic  Cemetery," 
which  is  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  for  that  use.  These  two  donation* 
cannot  be  valued  at  kss  than  $2,500. 

At  the  completion  of  '•  Hale's  Mill,"  or  soon  thereafter,  Hamlin's  &  Sharp's, 
or,  as  it  was  then  known  as  ■'  Aiken's  Mill,"  went  to  wreck,  and  at  this,  and 
for  many  years  since,  not  a  vestage  of  it  can  be  seen,  and  is  now  only  known 
as  among  the  "  has  beens,"  while  this  (Hale's  Mill)  is  accessible  by  good  road* 
from  every  direction,  reeeiving  custoin  from  "20  to  30  miles  distant,  where  at 
the  time  of  its  erection  was  a  wilderness  or  desert  prairie,  in  almost  every 
■direction.  Merchant  or  flouring  mills  are  now  more  numerous  in  our  vicinity. 
On  the  4th  of  3Iarch,  1850,  we  had  four  within  the  city  corporation,  besides  aa 
many  "  corn  crackers,"  for  converting  corn  and  barley  into  the  "  ardent,''  or  as 
the  Indian  calls  it,  "  fire  water,"  and  "corn-dodgers,  mush,"  &c.  Several  hun- 
dreds of  bushels  of  grain  are  now  ground  in  our  city  daily  in  our  mills,  distil- 
lery and  brewery. 

Chas.  Ballance,  another  wealthy  proprietor  of  city  lots,  came  here  in  1831, 
He  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  came  from  Kentuckey,  and  once  was  the 
owner  of  more  than  half  of  the  First  Ward,  and  particularly  that  part  known 
as  the  "  French  Claim,"  and  has  been  contending  with  them  in  the  courts,  even 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  many  years  past.  He  resides  in 
a  fine  brick  mansion  house  on  Adams  street,  on  a  French  Claim  at  the  head  of 
Ballance  Avenue,  below  Oak  street.  This  fractional  section  is  known  as  Bal- 
lance's  Addition. 

Mr.  Isaac  Underbill,  came  here  in  1833,  from  New  York  city.  He,  also,  i«  a 
tvealthy  proprietor  in  city  and  country,  having  about  1,000  acres  in  and  around 
the  village  of  Rome,  eighteen  miles  above  this.  From  his  extensive  tract  in 
that  vicinity,  ho  is  sometimes  designated  aa  "  The  Pope  of  Rome  !"'  A  frac- 
tional quarter  in  the  first  ward  is  known  and  designated  as  Bigelow's  &  Un- 
dgrhill's  Addition,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  covered  by  the  "  French 
Claim."  Underbill  has  many  other  valuable  city  lots  not  yet  brought  into 
market  in  the  third  ward,  and  in  front  of  his  residence,  (which  is  one  of  the 
tnoBt  splendid  in  the  city.)  a  beautiful  mansion  on  the  bluff,  directly  north  of 
the  court  house,  and  known  aa  "  Rose  Hill." 

The  Messrs.  Voria,  who  came  here  about  the  same  time  (1833)  from  Kentucky. 
They  reside  in  "  Locust  Grove,"  at  the  head  of  Oak-st-,  a  very  beautiful  and  re- 
tired location.    Messrs.  Voris  are  also   propriettr*  iza  city   lotj  in  their  vicinity. 
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and  ill  the  extreme  N.  E.  part  of  the  city,  known  as  "Morton,  Voris  &  La  Viel- 
1-j's  Addition.  John  G.  Bryson,  &  Co.  have  four  acres,  and  a  beautiful; 
brick  cottage,  situated  on  the  brow  of  the  bluff  about  N.  W.  of  the  Court 
house.  On  the  top  of  this  cottage  there  is  a  prominade,  where  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  city  can  be  had.  Before  you  is  spread  the  broad  prairie  and  beautiful 
lake — the  hundreds  of  buildings,  gardens  and  ornamental  trees  covering  tha- 
fore  ground,  and  to  your  right,  the  bird's  eye  view  of  the  city  of  Pekin,  and 
the  elongating  view  of  the  valley  of  the  Illinois  stretching  to  the  horizon  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  see,  and  the  bluiTs  beyond;  tlia  lake  and  river  for  miles  up  ^n J; 
down. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  this  cottage  is  the  residences  of  Capt.  Wm.  S.  Moss- 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Tobias  S.  Bradley.  From  either  of  these  residences  an. 
equally  as  good  a  view  is  had  as  at  the  cottage  before  named.  In  front  of  Capt. 
Moss',  is  tl  e  .«pring  which  gives  this  bluff  the  name  of  "  Spring  Hill."  From 
this  spring  the  "Peoria  Water  Company"'  take  the  water  to  supply  the  citizens 
with  pure  spring  v%-ater  as  far  dawn  as  the  courthouse  on  3Iain-st.  This  water 
is  collected  from  the  two  or  three  springs  that  come  out  of  the  bluff,  into  a  res-, 
orvoir  of  about  10  feet  by  50  feet,  built  with  brick  and  cement,  arched  over  and- 
secured  by  a  floor  with  lock  and  key,  from  intrusion  and  filth.  The  water  ia 
carried  in  lead  pipes  down  to  and  up  Seventh-st.  to  Perry  and  Mkin,  thence, 
down  JIain  to  the  court  house  square,  (supplying  many  faKiilies  on  the  way  with, 
water,  by  leaders  to  their  yards  and  kitchens,)  at  which  place  utider  the  side- 
walk, the  late  city  council  have  made  a  large  cistern  or- reservoir  to  be  kept  full, 
fur  use  in  case  of  fires,  this  cistern  is  15  feet  deepand  I'2  feet  in  difimeter  inside 

An  agreement  was  made  between  the  County  Commissioners  as  longgincg 
as  the  March  Term  of  1833  with  Stephen  Stillnian  by  "himself,  his  heirs,  execu- 
tors, assigns  or  associates,  who  shall  have  the  exclusive  privilege  to  bring  wa'.oi'- 
on  to  the  public  square"  in  lead,  wood  or  other  pipes  which  was  to  be  completed 
by  the  first  of  June,  1831,  which  was  done  by  logs  boared  and  laid  about  two- 
feet  under  ground,  from  a  spring  a  little  south  of  I.  Underbill's  mansion  on., 
"  Rose  Hill,"  known  as  "  Stiilman's  spring,"  from  which  he  furnished  the  wa- 
ter for  building  the  courthouse. 

In  the  spring  of  1331,  the  only  building  west  g£  the  corner  of  Main  and- 
Washington  streets  was  a  barn  %  short  distance  up  the  lirst  —the  entire  town  then 
consisted  of  but  seven  frame  houses,  and  about  thrice  that  number  of  log  ten^-. 
ffients — that  season  about  40  housee  and  stores  were  erected. 

At  the  January  Terra  1834,  the  County  ComniiBsioner's  Court  passed  an  order- 
that  scaled  proposals  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Court  by  the  next  term  for  the 
building  of  the  Court  House  ;  at  which  those  of  Charles  W.  M'Clallen,*  for  the 
mason  work,  was  accepted  aad  those  of  GI«o.  B.  Macy  for.  the  carpenter  work 
were  accepted.  About  this  time  the  old  j^il  standing  on  the  alley  between 
Monroe  and  Perry  st's,  and  about  half  way  betwuen  Main  and  Hamilton  sl'si, 
was  built,  it  is  a  hewn  log  building  only  16  feet  square  and  14  feet  high,  tha 
'ower   story    formed  for   a  sell,  entered  by  a  trap  door  from  the  isecond    Blory, 

*  Now  a  wealtlav  Merchant  on  3Iain  street. 
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svjiich  was  used  for  a  common  prison.  The  pre'^ent  court  h'>use  rost  about 
§15,000,  and  ihe  jail  about  $;1,000,  aa  materials  for  b;.iildirig  in  those  times  wers 
yery  high  and  far  fetched.     The  pre-cnt  f  ouri  lion"-  was  comriieled  in  13SG. 
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)T?IA  COUrvTY  CCrKT  HOUSE,  AND  JAII.. 
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The  fust  Court  PIou.se,    (given  in  the  View  just  bplow  Fi.  Clark.)  wasbu" 
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tbout  ten  years  before  unJcr  the  direction  of  Natli'ii  Dillon,  Joa'ii  Siniili.  and 
Wm.  Ilollaad,  county  Commissioners,  Samuel  Fultcn  being  the  SheriiT  Thii 
building  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  lake-  a  little  below  Fort  Clark,  on  block  51.— 
It  was  built  i-f  hewn  logs  IG  feet  by  11  feet,  with  a  cellar  under  it,  which  serT- 
ed  as  a  jail.  This  building  was  occupied  on  Sabbaths  as  a  place  of  worship  by 
a  few  BIetho:Uf:t-^ve  of  whora  are  yet  members  of  tins  church,  and  reside  here 

The  pre.sent  Jail,  of  which  I  have  given  a  vievv  was  erected  in  1S49.  It  ii 
builtof  brick  and  stone  with  a  zinc  roof  and  cost  the-  county  about  §11,000. — 
The  yard  is  enclosed  by  a  common  board  fence,  and  stands  on  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  North  Fayette -streets,  in  the  4th  ^Vard. 

The  courts  being  usually  held  in  warm  weather,  after  the  Grand  Juror.i  ro- 
ceieved  their  charge,  in  court  time  the  grand  jury  sat  under  the  shade  of  a  crab- 
apple  tree,  and  th.e  petit  jury  in  a  potatoe  hole  (that  had  been  partially  filled  up) 
in  the  vicinity.  The  venerable  Ifaac  Waters  was  Clerk  of  the  court.  -Ilia  of- 
fice and  dwelling  were  in  a  small  log  cabin,  where  now  staads  Toby  and  Ander- 
son's plow  factory.  The  old  gentleman  used  to  carry  the  seal  of  the  court  in 
his  pocket,  and  on  one  occasion  oflered  it  by  miclake  to  the  post  master  in  pay- 
ment  of  postage. 

JohnL.  Bogaruu.?  was  then  postmaster.  The  ofHce  v/as  kept  in  a  leg  cabin 
near  Messrs.  Sweney  &  Ham's  steam-mill.  Bogardus  was  an  s-nterpri.sing  man  . 
He  undertook  to  manufacture  C.s'i  oil  from  laric  quantities  of  fish  caught  in  the 
lake  with  a  seine.  [  Among  them  were  forty-six  varieties,  viz  :  buffalo,  pike  or 
pickerel,  red  horse,  ba-^s,  (white,  black  rock,  and  striped,)  salmon,  black  sal- 
mon, yellow  porch,  hickory  shad,  lake  herring,  cat-fish,  sun-fish,  shovel-fish, 
carp  and  sturgeon,  some  of  the  lattar  measuring  from  four  to  five  feet  in  length, 
and  soir.e  of  t'ne  buffalo  v/eighing  from  33  to  40  iba.  The  fish  are  all  fine  eating, 
EOt  excepting  the  i;turgeon,  v/hicli  are  as  good  as  those  caught  ia  the  HadGon,  at 
my  birth  place  Albany,  vulgarly  called  Albany"  beef  J  lie  did  not  succeed, 
however,  in  making  oil  profitable. 

.Dr.ring  the  autumn  of  lS3i  considerable  sickness  prevailed,  and  many  death* 
occurred  among  the  inhabitants.  Those  who  kept  their  health,  and  tliose  wha 
recovered  from  their  sickness,  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  with  renewed 
vigor,  and  the  town  fur  several  years  greVk'  rapiJly.  Among  t'ae  early  pioneeri 
who  have  contributed  largely  to  improve  and  eetablish  the  town,  are  John  Ham- 
lin, H.  B.  Stillman,  Dr.  11.  Rouse,  Franci.s  Voris  and  Pettengill  &  Bartlett. — 
The  class  of  buildings  erected  by  them  would  do  credit  to  any  city  in  the^  Union, 

The  only  practicing  n^embers  of  the  bar  v.'ho.  resided  here  at  that  tim.e  wera 
ihe  Hon.  Lewis  Bigeiow  and  Chas.  Eallance.  The  former  was  an  eminent  ju.. 
rist  and  profound  seholar.  I  wa?  informed  that  he  wrote  a  digest  of  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts,  a  valuable  work  of  upwards  of  800  pages,  with  one  quill.  He 
died  herein  J833.  William  Frishy,  a  msmher  of  the  bar  of  much  promise, 
arrived  here  in  1S3L  By  his  indefatigable  studies  he  was  fast  reaching  tha 
topmost  round  of  the  ladder  of  his  profession,  when  he  died  in  ISi?,  larnsate^ 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acqutiintances. 


raoaiA  coostt  a^  FiasT  ohsasizeb.  Qy 

INCORPORATION  OF   THE   TOWN  AND  PROCEEDINGS    OF   THh; 
TRUSTEES. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  passed  1st  rutirch,  1S31,  the  town  of 
reoria  was  duly  incorporated.  July  18,  1825.—  The  qualified  voters  of  Peoii;i 
met  and  voted  to  ir  corporate  the  town,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for 
that  purpose,  and  chose  Rudolphus  Rouse.  Chester  Hamlin,  R.  P.  Burlingamc  . 
Charles  W.  M'Clallen  and  Isaac  Evan.'i,  trustees  fur  the  ensuing  year.  Rudol- 
phus  Rouse  was  chosen  president.  Isaac  Evans  refused  to  serve,  and  Cyrut 
Leland  vias  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Cyrus  Leland  v^-as  soon  afterwards 
appointed  clerk,  R.  P.  Burlijigame  treasurer,  and  Jesse  Miles  supervisor  and 
collector. 

There  were  no  public  schools  in  tliis  place  until  about  the  time  of  its  incor- 
poration, nor  even  a  commodious  place  of  worship,  although  a  Methodist  Church 
was  organiged  in  the  fall  of  1833.  It  included  among  the  worshipers  and  con- 
gTegation  all  sects  and  persuasions,  some  of  whom  are  yet  among  us,  members 
of  the  different  churches.  Even  up  to  the  time  of  our  incorporation,  it  was  but 
rarely  that,  the  villages  or  settlements  in  this  quarter  of  the  state  were  visited  by 
some  venerable  missionary  or  minister  of  Christ,  whose  numbers  were  small, 
considering  the  vast  extent  of  country.  All  th«  purposes  of  life  were  embodieil 
within  the  domestic  circle  where  virtue,  religiotts  faith  and  strict  honesty  were 
proverbial  in  word  and  in  deed.  Numerous  anecdotes  are  told  of  this  on  the 
first  settlers  that  graphically  describe  the  unsophisticated  nature  of  the  Suckers, 
among  which,  I  will  be  excused  if  it  may  be  thought  by  some  a  breach  of  mor- 
ality to  relate  the  following  anecdote  of  "  old  times  in    Peoria :" 

"Old  Times  In  Peoria. — -Who  among  our  o'defct inhabitants  does  no;  reool- 
lect  Colt,  the  blustering,  bragging,  jovial,  good  natured  proprietor  cf  a  small  stcira 
in  Fort  Clark,  during  the  year  1834.  Colt  although  remarkab'y  fond  of  aa  argu- 
ment, was  not  celebrated  for  his  wisdom.  He  was  a  polite  personage,  and  very 
attentive  to  strangers.  At  that  early  day,  a  minister  of  the  gospel  v^'as  a  rara 
avis,  and  there  was  no  EJiich  thing  as  stated  preaching.  A  Methodist  itinerant 
strayed  into  the  village  in  the  year  mentioned  above,  and  as  a  matter  of  course, 
was  introduced  to  our  hero,  who  was  a  "  leading  man."  On  presenting  tha 
preacher,  the  gentleman  remarked,  "Mr.  Colt,  this  stranger  is  to  remain  with 
U3  for  some  time,  and  is  to  be  our  circuit  rider."  "Aha,"  said  C.,."  my  dear 
sir,  lam  exceedingly  happy  to  make  your  acquaintance.  You  will  bo  well 
patronised  here,  the  boys  are  fond  of  fun  and  we  have  never  been  honorad  by  a 
visit  from  a  circus  !"'     That  preaciaor  was  ia"  the  wreng  pew." 
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>r5ari\Jn!ion  ar.  a  City— First,  City  Klcoiion  ;  it;!  Oiltcer?  arid  V.'anl-'. --Peorii 
PR  tlie  Seat  of  Gove!  iimeiii  of  tic  S;aU-  — l;?  f.'laifri'  ai;;'  'Ahy  it  f-houid  he  tc- 
ru'Vjd  to  Peoria.  l''ost  O/Tif'e  QiKiricriv''  li-cer^jp'f . — Stags  Fiicili'.ies  to  and 
ffom  Feoria. — Stecmbt^st  Faciliiies  lo  nr.d  hem  Peoria. —  "rogrets  of  City 
Improvements  ;  the  Bridge ficrofs  the  ^^:i!";oi^•  River. — Its  Der^trurtidi;  liy  Flood. 
juBt  as  being  about  Completed. — Irs  Cemp'-eiion  and  To1!k  for  t\vo  first  days. 
— First  Arrival  of  Canal  Boat  from  Ci/icagofiiVd  iiie  Acijniniiig  \Vater  Com- 
munications in  New  York;  PennfylvaniiT,  Rud  Ohio. — Depreciation  of  Lumber 
&c.,  on  aecount  of  Canal  i'aeiliiies.-— Openlno:  of  Na"\"i:^;iiion. — Tiie  first 
Steam-boat  at  St.  Louiri  and  at  Peoria. — Increii.?;-  of  SteaiTiiioii-H  un  the  lill-. 
ncis  River.— Building  of  the  first  Steamboat  at  P-eoria,  the  •' Avelrincle." 
— Building  of  the '■' Ivingstou." — Arriv;;,!  tjf  tlie  fir.-t  Sienrn  Canal  Boat,  CiV.-l 
c  desciiption  of  her,  v;hen  built,  &c. — Arri-iO!  of  Bail  Ciafts  fram  the  Lako^ 
throuo-li  this  Canal: 


ORGANlZATiO?'?  AS  A  CITY: 

In  Deceinber  184-1,  Peoria  bceamea  city  by  an  act  of  ih.e  Legislaiure/or  rath- 
er by  their  non-act.  Vve  had  applied  for  a  charter,  which  by  anne?;ing  and  ro- 
s.nneiing,  it  passed  at  the  close  of  the  scs;-io!i  and  handed  o-ter  to  the  Commit- 
tee cf  Revision,  and  by  thernii  was  laid  over  among  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  session,  which  by  another  act,  if  not  taken  up  nt  a  given  time,  it  became  a 
law.  And  behold,  we  as  hurcrers  layed  our  heads  tipon  our  pillows  at  night  and 
awoke  in  the  morning  unconscious  that  we  were  ci!i-e)is  provided  we  accepted  of 
this  same  neglected  charter,  which  was  accepted  of  as  a  maid  someiJmes  con- 
gents  to  become  a  wife,, — "  a  silent  sqiieer.e  cf  the  liond  and  the  blessing  of  the 
minister."  We  organized  as  a  city  by  electing  a  Mayor  and  eight  Aldermen  in 
April  following,  and  we  divided  our  territory  north  and  south,  east  and  wei,t,  on 
Main  and  Adam?  streets,  into  four  wards,  on  the  fourteenth  of  November,  there- 
after ;  since  vvhich  time  we  have  jogged  on  as  a  young  and  rising  city  slio'ild, 
Vvith  a  population  at  its  organization,  of  about  1,900  souls. 

The  first  election  under  the  City  Charter  was  held  on  the  2Sth  cf  April  18-15'; 
■ivhich  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Hale  as  Mayor,  and  Peter  Sweat, 
Chester  Ilarnlin,  Clark  Cleaveiand,  Harvey  Lightner,  Jesse  L.  Knowlton,  John 
Hamlin,  Charles  Kettelle.  and  A^mos  P.  Bartlett  as  Aldermen  ;  the  four  first  to' 
serve  untill  the4ih  Monday-  in  November,  (vvhich  is  tlie  time  of  our  annual  elec- 
tion for  City  OfHfeers,)  following  ;  and  the  four  last  for  the  ftili  term  of  two  year." 
By  the  Charter  a  Mayor,  and  one  Alderman  from  each  Ward  is  to  be  annually 
elected.  3Iay  5ih  1815,  Jndge  Hale,  and  the  eigh't  Aldermen  entered  upon  tha 
duties  of  their  office,  and  other  City  officers  w-ere  chosen  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  Charter,  viz:  Jesse  L.  Knowlton,  City  Clerk,  Ralph  Hamlin,  Collector  <t. 
Treasurer,  Halsey  O.  Merriman.  City  Attorney,  and  S.  De  Witt  Drown,  Mar-' 
ehell.  Street  CorornisRioi3«r  end  City  Surveyor,- 
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P»oria  ought  now  to  be  -the  seat  of  government  of  the  state.  A  movement 
10  this  effect  was  made  in  our  Legislature  in  1S43,  and  a  Eubsequent  Legisla- 
ture, two  years  since.  This  movement  if  again  introduced  in  that  body,  I 
think  will  prove  successful.  By  consulting  the  map  of  Illinois,  you  will  find 
Peoria  to  be  nearly  the  central  part  of  the  state,  at  least  as  central  as  any  oth- 
er  available  place;  and  if  population  is  regarded,  or  taken  into  the  account, 
it  is  more  so  than  the  present  capital. 

The  object  of  removing  it  from  Springfield,  and  the  reasons  set  forth,  may 
bo  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  a  correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis  Repub- 
lican, in  June,  1850,  which  says  :  "  They  are  written  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and 
impartiality,  upon  a  subject  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  the  people  of  Il- 
linois;" and  furtlier  adds  :  "  It  is  a  question  of  Little  moment,  compared  with 
justice  and  utility,  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  world  relative  to  matters 
that  mors  especially  concern  oar«elves,  yet  it  is  somewhat  mortifying  to  a  citi- 
zen of  Illinois,  to  have  an  intelligent  stranger  enquire — "  Why  is  the  seat  of 
Government  of  your  beautiful  state,,  located  at  so  inconvenient  a  point — upon  a 
flat,  dead  level,  with  the  Capitol  itself  literally  imbedded  in  mud  ? 

"  The  public  convenience,  good  taste  and  tiie  will  of  the  people  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  were  certainly  never  consulted  when  Springfield  v.'as  selected  as  tho 
seat  of  Government. 

"  At  ths  season  of  the  year  when  the  Legislature  meets,  it  is  difficult  to  get 
there,  and  equally  diflicult  to  get  away :  the  milage  of  members  being  inade- 
quate to  cover  the  cost  of  their  passage  to  and  from  the  capital,  which  is  often 
made  in  wagons, 'on  horseback,  and  on  foot. 

"  This  is  clearly  all  wrong,  and  it  is  now  the  duty  of  the  people  of  this  great 
state  to  take  the  whole  matter  under  serious  advisement,  and  make  up  ;heir 
minds  whether  it  is  really  n^icessary  that  they  should  submit  to  this  notorious 
evil,  to  suit  the  doubtful  convenience  of  a  very  small  portion  of  its  poputation. 

'•Peoria  or  Quincy  might  either  of  them  be  deemed  greatly  preferable  to 
Springfield.  The  sites  are  commanding  ancl  beautiful,  and  they  arc  upon 'the 
great  tlioroughfares  of  trade,  and  may  be  reached  from  all  parts  of  the  state  with 
convenience  and  a  moderate  expense. 

"  Should  we  look  at  the  geographical  centre  of  the  state  for  its  capital?  If 
60,  we  can  point  you  to  Illiopolis,  lying  in  undisturbed  repose,  some  thirty  miles 
east  of  its  more  successful  rival.  But  the  centre  of  business,  the  commercial 
heart  of  the  state,  where  th^  interests  of  an  intelligent  population  lead  them  to 
assemble,  is  the  true  point  for  the  seat  of  government. 

"  The  greatest  commercial  states  in  the  Union,  New  York  and  Massachusetts, 
have  selected  their  capitals  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  people  and  with  some 
regard  to  good  taste  in  the  site,  but  with  no  reference  to  a  geographical  centre. 
So  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  nearly  every  state  of  the  Union. 

Springfield  ha«  been  condemned  as  an  unfortunate  location- for  a  county  seat 
How  prepo.'steroas  to  subject  not  only  the  good  people  of  Sangamon  county,  but 
of  the  whole  state  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  this  unlucky  blunder. 
'*  An  objection  may  be  urged  against  femoving  the  seat  of  govcrnrnont,,   tiis 
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•ost  of  the  public  buildings  would  be  thrown  away.  The  money  so  isylsb-- 
iy  expended  for  these  purposes  is  already  sunk,  and  the  General  Assembly  and 
the  Executive  ofHeersbul  indiiTerently  acccmmodated.  Either  Peoria  or  Quiriv 
ey  would  supply  the  state  with  more  commodious  buildings.  But  this  matter  i3 
not  deserving  of  af moment's  thought,  when  opposed  to  the  convenience  of  the' 
whole  state.  Lesa  than  one  fourth  of  the  money  so  freely  bestowed  at  Spring- 
field, would  sert'e  thepnbli-c  better". 

" '  What  is  every  hody's  Lusinsss  is  nohody^s  hurincss,'  or  the  practical  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  Illinois,  would  have  earlier  foi;nd  a  cure  for  this  evil.— 
The  subject,  however  is  ncv/  attracting  general  attention,  and  an  enlightened 
ptiblic  opinion  cannot  fail  to  secure  a  speedy  reiri-edy." 

Tiie  natural  advantages  of  Peoria,  also  surpass  any  other  interior  or  exterior 
point  in  the  state,  (Quincy  not  excepted,)  and  are  excelled  by  very  few,  if  any, 
in  the  "  Great  West."  Situated  on  the  best  navigable  stream  of  its  size  in  our' 
fast  TJnion,  v/ith  a  back  country  of  unequalled  fertility,  what  can  prevent 
its  becoming  a  great  commercial  metropolis  ?  We  are  now  realizing  some  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Michigan  and  Illinois  canal.  Who  can  realize  our  idti- 
mate  greatness?  We  are  already  the  centre  of  the  most  extensive  mail  region 
in  this  state.  The  amount  of  revenue  paid  in  by  the  Peoria  post  office  for  the 
eupport  of  GoVernrcent,  very  nearly  equals  any  other  in  the  state.  The  nett 
proceeds  of  the  oftice  for  the  quarter  ending  April  1st,  1850,  was  §727  60,  and 
for  Jamiary  1st  1851,  !$82S,00:- 

Peoria,  too,  is  the  grout  thoroughl'afe  of  tlie  travel  from  every  point  of  tha 
eompass.-  We  have  daily  lines  of  stages  to  Springileid,  (at  the  south,)  Giacago, 
and  Galena,  ( at  the  north, )  Danville,  via.  Bloomington,  ( at  the  east ,)  and  Sur- 
lingtcm,  lowit,  ( at  the  west );  and  a  tri- weekly  line  to  Canton,  Rushville  and 
Quincy,  (  s.t  the  south  );  and  a  serai-weekly  line  to  Ottavv"a,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Lake,  via  Me  tarn  ora,  Magnolia  V/oodford  county.  Gur  facilities  of  commu- 
Bieationand  travel  in  steamers  by  water,  are  even  greater  than  by  land.  For 
the  last  four  or  five  years  we  have  hE),d  a  daily  mail  packet  to  Peru,  and  a  reg- 
ular tri-weekly  packet  to  St.  Louis,  or  a  "  uve  day  line,"'  as  it  is  called,  from'- 
St.  Louis  to  Peru,  (72  railed  above  this  city,)  besides  nimierous  trancient  arri- 
vals and  departures,  sometimes  affording  a  passage  to  eiiher  of  these  points 
samed,  almost  every  hotir  of  the  day. 

PROGRESS    OF   CITY  DIPROVErvIENTS. 

It  is  a  subject  of  much  interest  to  watch  the  gradual  progress  towards  the 
•ompletion  of  any  large  structure,  or  work  of  public*u!ility  or  ornament ;  par- 
ticularly when  such  improvements  are  made  in  our  own  vicinity.  Besides  af- 
fording  emplojanent  to  a  large  number  of  citizens,  the  bone  and  sinew  of  soei- 
ciety,  they  are  indicative  of  the  progress  of  taste  in  our  midst ;  are  broad  eviden-- 
ces  oif  our  increasing  prosperity,  and  of  course  tend  to  foster  a  laudable  pride  in 
the  whole  of  us,  in  Reference  to  the  public  buildings  and  institutions  of  our  own 
•r  adopted  home. 

I  will  in  this  place  present  the  reader  with  a  small  diagram,  or  wood  cut  map-.. 
«four  State,  (of  which  I  have  given  ssctions  in  my  preceedinff  maps,)  which  we*- 


ft 
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are  completed  but  not  sufficient  have  been  received  to  indicate  a  populaiion  of 
800,000  in  May,  1S50.     In  1840  Illinois  contained  481,000. 

This  map  shows  the  navigable  v.-aters  of  the  state,   and  the  telegraph  line  of 
O'Reilly  from  St.  Louis  to  Chicago,   Galena,  Davenport  on  Rock  Island,  and 
Hannibal  in  Missouri,  designated  by  the  lines,   thus    ^^^^- '  the  canal  from  Pe- 
ru to  Chicago,  the  railroad  from  Springfield  to  Isaples  on  the  Illinois  River,  and 
the  contemplated  line  from  Peoria  to  Oquavvka  on  the  Mississippi. 

Persons  acquainted  with  this  state  will  find  this  Acrostic  descriplive  to  tlis 
letter : 

In  pleasant  regions  of  the  temperate  zone. 
Lies  a  rich  tract — no  richer  one  is  known — 
Level  its  surface,  and  so  deep  its  soil. 
It  doubly  pays  the  cultivators  toil. 
No  other  land  its  verdant  robe  outvies  j'' 
O'er  all  its  length,  a  flowing  carpet  lief3. 
Its  population  comes  from  almost  every  shore — t 
So  great  its  fame,  and  yet,  there's  roera  for  more. 
A  Mr.  George  Van  Waters,  of  Milwaukie,  in  1848  published  a  "  Poetical  Ge- 
ography, made  to  accompany  the  Common  School  Atlas,"  in  which  he  does  not 
geem  to  know  thai  there  ia  eiich  a  place  as  Peoria  in  the  State— at  page  33  of  hit 
work  he  says ; 

"  Springfield  is  Capital  of  Illinois, 
Where  the  San-gam-mon  river  tunes  iier  voice ;       '  • 
Chi-ca-go  reigns  the  chief  of  all  the  clan. 
In  commerce  first  beside  Lake  Michigan. 
Ga-le-na,  noted  for  her  mines  of  lead, 
Northwest  of  all,  by  Fever  River  bred  ; 
Rock  Island,  first  on  Mississippi  view. 
And  then  the  Blorman  eity,  called  Nau-voo : 
Next  Quissy,  where  the  cars  may  coi>ie  in  lime, 
And  Altout  natied  for  her  coal  and  lima. 
^  Kas-kas-kia,  a  French  towia  farther- soKth; 

With  Cai-ro  fair,  by  the  Ohio's  mouth.  ,  _       . 

And  Shaw-nee  towais  by  the  Ohioboun^,  . 
As  west  of  Springfield  Jacksonville  is  found." 
This  is  all  that  the  "  Geogrsaphy  for  the  itse  of  Sichools"  sayeth  of  Illinoi*. — 
.    To  the  nextedition  I  would  suggest  the  following  additional  "  poetry,"  which  I 
think  -will  chime  w'ith  it : 

Now^  north  of  Spring-field,  a  degree  or  more, 
Is  Illinois  River,  on  Peoria's  shore — 
A  city  you  ^^ill  find — somewhat  famed  in  story, 
_____^  Bearing  the  cognomen,  CiU/  of  Pe-o-ria. 

*  Witness  the  prairies  when  in  bloom. 

t  See  said  population  from  the  different  States  and  nations,  among  us  in  this 
city.  The  country  towns  and  other  cities  in  this  State  are  like  us,  "  onlyj  alit- 
tle  more  so." 

tHcre,  again,  he  is  mistaken,  for  the  first  coal  dieovercd  in  the  UnilPd  Stales 
was  found  in  Peoria  cousstv.  in  1673-80. 
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In  twain  this  river  doth  the  state  divide, 
This  city's  near  its  centre,  and  on  the  western  side. 
Plere,  for  pork  and  produce  the  I'armor  finds  a  marl, 
Tiie  people,  too,  in  trafic,  think  themselves  quite  smart. 
Think  of  this  Van   Waters,  in  your  next  edition, 
For  thia  is  thoiight  by  many  to  be  a  great  omission. 
That  a  city  of  6,000,  is  so  far  in  the  dark, 
We  couldn't  get  a  notice,  even  as  '-'  Fori  Clark." 
All  the  world  would  allow  that  a  traveler  would  pass  easier  from  one  point 
to   another,  by  having  the  d/i'fa^icc,  or  a  distinct  picture,  ol  the  road,  before  lia 
started.     All  the  world  wou'd  approve,  too,  of  a  traveller  stopping  once  or  twice* 
in  his  journey  and  asking  him:  plf,  "  To  what  place  am  1  going  ?"  and  "  Is  thii 
the  best  way  to  reach  it  V     Examine  this  and  then  you  will  be  enabled  to  an- 
swer these  questions  j'racdcalli/,  if  not  in  the  moral  sense  of  the.?e  remarks. 
Table  of  distances  from  Peoria  to  every  part  of  the  State  and  adjoining. 


Fro7)i  Peoria,  NortJi  to  Miles. 

Nortluimpton, 20 

Princeton, 3(5  .5G 

Dixon, 34  SO 

Cherry  Grove, 32  122 

Galena 3S  16C 

N.  W.  to  Rock  Island. 

Princeville, 20 

Wyoming, 10  3 

Andover, 32  r> 

Stephenson, 22  8 

W.  to  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Kickapoo-tov.'u, 12 

Brimfield, 8  2i 

French  Creek 6  2C 

KnosviUe, 19  45 

Manmouth, 20  6^> 

Burlington,  Iowa, ' 0  9o 

w.  s.  w.  to  Warsaw  &Nauvoo. 

Canton 30 

Macombe, 33  63 

Carthage, 25  83 

Warsaw, 18  )  , ^^ 

Nauvoo, 18  5  '■^' 

S.  W.  to  Quincy. 

Canton, 30 

Levviston _ 15  45 

Rushville, 32  77 

Clayton, 22  99 

Quincy, 26  125 

S.  to  St.  Louis. 

Treraont 13 

Dekvan, 13  2C 

Middletown. 22  4? 

5&pi-ingfield, 22  7' 

Auburn 25  9." 

Carlinville, 22  117 

Alton, 34  151 

St.  Louis,  Mo 26  177 


From  Peoria,  S.  to  Cairo.        Miles 

Springfield , 70 

Hillsborotigli, 50 

Vandalia, 21 

Salem, 25 

Mt.  Vernon, 22 

Frankfort, 23 

lonesboro, 33    257 

Cairo.... 30    237 

S.  S.  E.  to  Shawnee  town. 

\It.  Vernon, 191 

Equality, 50 

Sliawneeto-wn, l-T 

S.  E.  to  Vincennes,  la. 

Vandalia, 144 

Maysville, 34 

Lawrence vi  lie 39 

Vincennes.  Ind., 9 

S.  E  to  Terra  Haute. 
Tremont,         -         -         -  13 

Mackinaw,  ...        7 

Waynesville,     -        -        -         28 
Deca'iur,  -  -  -    27 

Kapkaskia  River,     -  -       30 

i^aris,  ...  38 

Terre  Haute,  -  -       20 

E.  to  Covington,  la., 
?ilackinaw. 


120 
144 
169 
191 
219 


241 
253 


178 
217 
226 


20 

43 

75 

105 

143 

163 


Bljomington, 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Urbana, 

Homer, 

Danville, 

•5hepardstov('n, 

'Covington,  la,, 

N.  E.  to  Chicago. 
Detroit  Ferry, 
Metamora, 
3Iagnolia. 


18 
22 
25 
26 
20 
15 
5 
10 

4 
11 


40 
65 
91 
111 
126 
131 
141 


15 
40 


iG2 
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Lowell, 

i)tta\va., 

Mt.  Knickerbocksr, 

Lisbon,  -  r 

All  Sable, 

Jolit't, 

Lockport, 

God  ire  V 'a, 

©ammit, 

VA\ica.s.o , 

Little  Port, 

Peoria  to  Chicago, 
Lacon, 
Hpnnepin, 
Peru, 

Canal  Basin,  La  9&ile, 
Ottawa. 
Marsaillin, 


14 

12 
10 
12 
10 
13 
5 
9 
11 
12 
33 


66 
76 
8S 
98 
111 

lie 

1-25 
ISt^ 
151 

18;; 


via.  Canal.  Miles. 
-       30 
-    94      54 
M      68 


17 
8 


14 

10« 

23 

126 

5 

131 

22 

153 

"b 

161 

4 

165 

uorns, 

.loliet, 

Lockport,  r  r 

lumniit,         -  r 

^ridt'epcrt 
Chicago, 
Peoria  to  St.  Loais,  via.  River.  Miles. 

Pekin, 10 

Copperas  Creek,  -  -  -  20  30 
Havanna, (mo.  of  Spoon  River,)  20  50 
"        ■  -      -  -12    92 

V     -26  113 


Beardstown, 

Naples,  (Rail  Road 

to  ypringiield,  62  )  ^ 

Apple  Creek, 33  151 

Harding, (CMlds' Landing,)  -  -  20  171 
70i  Mouth  of  Illinois  River,  -  -  -  25  196 
8l|Cify  of  Alton,  .  .  -  .  .  18  2)4 
89ICity  of  St.  Louis.    -    -    -    .   -.^23  237 


From  PEORIA  to  BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  via.  Maekinavv-  and  Detroit. 

To  La  Salle,  by  Steam  Boat,     ;  -  .  .  -  -       -    72  M'h. 

.   Chicago,  by  Canal  Boat,          .            ,           ,           .             .          .  Sf,     168 

Detroit,  by   Steam  Boat,      --....  720    888 

Buffalo            "        ''                 -----  327  1215 

By  Steam  Boat  and  Rail  Read,  across  iha  Peninsula. 

To   Chicago  ,as  above,            -...-.  168  m'la. 

New  Biiflklo,  by  Steam   Boat,            .            ,.            .            .        .  45    213 

Detroit,  by  Rail  Road.              .,,...  -226    439 

Bufifalo,  N.  y.  by  Steam  Boat,               -            -          -           -       -  327    7C6 

Albany,    "by  Rail  Road,                .            ,            .            ,        .  325  1091 

Boston,  Mass.                     '•            -           -             -             -             -  gOO  1291 

-   The  lUi'ioiti  has  been  navigated  by  Steam  Boats  from  its  mouth,  285 

Kaskaskia,                        "                           "                    "  150 

The  Peona  Bridge  across  the  Illinois  river,  at  the  foot  ot  our  lake,  and  whoso 
Buperstruclure,  vvith  its  abutments,  is  2,600  feet  long,  was  completed  about  the 
1st  of  Nov.  1849,  at  a  cost  of  aboitt  ^33,000.  It  was  commenced  in  May,  1848, 
and  would  have  been  completed  wilhin  one  jetir,  had  it  not  been  partially  de- 

~  Btroyed  by  the  ice  on  the-  16tli  day  of  March,  1849.  While  this  bridge  ^^■as  beinj 
built,  some,  who  consider  thenifcelyes  "  wii?e  in  such  ."Jtructures,"  predicted  that 
the  bridge  with  the  draw,  would  be  a  humbug-^that  it  would  not' answer  tha 
purpose,  and  the  stearnboats  must  and  would; "  butt  it  down ;"  3'et  it  is  now  de- 
monstrated to  be  Well  ballnnt.ed,  massive  as  it  is.  The  draw,  or  swing  as  it 
might  be  more  properly  called,  is  185  feet  in  length,  well  poised  upon  its  centre, 
and  is  all  that  the  contractors  promised  it  sliculd  be,  aad  has  been  pronounced 
BO  since  in  operation,  as  some  of  the  steamers  on  the  river  have  tried  to  '•  butt 
it  down,"  but  have  found  themselves  worsted  in  the  operation.  This  bridge  is 
likelj'to  prove  a  great  acquisition  to  the  growth  and  improvement  of  the  city, 
and  also  a  source  of  great  revenue  to  the  ccrnpany  who  own  it;  for  on  the  Ist 
and  2d  days  after  it  vvas  opened  for  passing,  the  tolls  amounted  to' near  one  han. 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  per  day,  and  for  the  safe  and  speedy  creasing  of  the  Illi- 
nois river,  travellers  and  drovers  faid  it  to_ their  a,dvantage  to  digress  a  little  from 
their  direct  route,  to  cross  the  river  at,  this  place.     The  tolls  have  averaged,  as  I 

"  leuru  from  tbe  books  of  the  company,  besides  the'  expenses,  to  about  $600  CO  pp? 

I 
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month,  or  for  the  first  nine  nontbs  to  about  8550  00.  In  October  1949,  tl>« 
month  preceding  the  opening  of  the  bridge,  the  receipts  of  the  ferry  during  the 
month  were  over  ft  1.000  00. 

An  effort  was  made  this  winter  at  the  session  of  the  Legislature  to  diseontinno 
the  charter  and  remove  the  bridge.  But  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  refered 
made  the  following  report,  we  copy  from  the  "  Peoria  Dem.  Press,  of  Feb.  5  1851: 

"The  Eridge  and  the  Legislature. — The  commilte  to  Avliora  the  Peru 
petitions  were  referred,  soon  settled  the  matter  as  we  supposed  they  would.  They 
reported  that  the  company  had  done  all,  and  more  than  their  charier  required, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  ThuB 
this  mnch-ado-about-nothing  petition  has  received  its  quietus." 

So  much  complaint  was  made  by  the  "  river  men,"  as  to  the  narrow  passage 
of  the  draw,  aud  some  boats,  through  carelessness  and  liigh  winds, at  times, 
some  four  or  five  boats  had  been  injured,  that  tlie  stockholders,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  season,  built  a  new  pier,  widening  the  passage  15  feet,  maldng  the  pas- 
sage in  t:  J  clear  about  DO  feet  on  one  side  and  75  on  the  other,  the  drau^  being 
lengtiiened  and  ballanced  so  that  it  works  as  well  as  it  did  when  first  built,  at 
an  additional  cost  of  about  $  1,200. 

The  24th  of  May,  IS48,  we  chronicle  as  a  day  of  rejoicing  and  triumph  in 
Peoria  at  the  first  arrival  of  a  canal  boat  from  Lake  Micliigan  ;  a  day  which 
our  citizens  had  longed  to  see,  and  was  heralded  as  the  harbinger  of  a  "good 
time  coming,"  and  many  in  waiting  for  the  construction  of  this  canal  had  pass- 
ed from  the  prime  of  manhood  to  old  age.  Nearly  thirty  years  ago  the  project 
of  uniting  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  the  Mississippi  river,  by  canal, 
was  schemed  and  commenced  by  a  survey  of  the  route. 

To  show  my  readers  how  it  progressed  and  the  origin  of  the  scheme  I  will 
make  a  few  extracts  from  Niles'  Register  In  Vol.  vi,  p.  394,  may  be  four.d  the 
earliest  suggestion  of  a  canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Illinois  river,  that  we  have  found  in  print.  The  date  is  August  Gth,  1814, 
in  time  of  the  war,  and  is  a  paragraph  from  a  series  of  editorial  articles,  on  the 
great  importance,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  of  the  states  and  territories  of 
this  now  great  central  Valley. 

"  By  the  Illinois  river,  it  is  probable  that  Buffalo,  in  Xew  York,  may  be  uni- 
ted with  New  Orleans,  by  inland  navigation,  through  lakes  Erie,  Huron  and 
Michigan,  and  down  that  river  to  the  Mississippi.  What  a  route  !  How  stu- 
pendous tlie  idea  !  How  dwindles  the  importance  of  the  artificial  canals  of  Eu- 
rope, compared  with  this  water  communication  !  If  it  should  ever  take  place 
(and  it  is  said  tlie  opening  may  be  easily  made.)  the  territory  [of  Illinois]  will 
become  the  seat  of  an  immense  commerce,  and  a  market  for  the  commodities  of 
all  regions." 

*  *  "  Governor  Bond,  at  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assem- 

bly, in  1318,  brought  this  subject  before  that  body  in  liis  inaugural  message. 
lie  suggested  an  early  application  to  Congress  for  a  certain  per  centage  frora 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  oppropriated  to  that  object.  In  his  valedic- 
tory message,  in  December,  1822,  he  again  refers  to  this  subject  and  to  his  first 
tddress,  and  states : 
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'=  It  is  believed  that  the  public  sentiment  has  been  ascertained  in  relatM)!!  to 
the  subject,  and  that  our  fellow-citizens  are  prepared  to  sustain  their  represen- 
tatives in  the  adoption  of  measures  subservient  to  its  ecmmencement." 

An  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  internal  navigation  of  the  state,  and  b. 
memorial  t9  Congress  on  the  subject,  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  during  ths 
session.  This  act,  (which  Vv'as  approved  February  14ih,  1823.)  provided  for  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  whose  duties  were  to  advise  and  adopt  measures  to 
open  a  communication,  by  canal  and  locks,  between  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Illinois  River  and  Lake  Michigan  ;  to  cause  the  route  to  be  explored,  sur- 
veys and  levels  to  be  taken,  maps  and  field  books  to  be  constructed,  and  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  to  be  made.  *  *  ^ 

At  that  period  Sangemon  rivsr  and  Fulton  county,  were  the  boundaries  0£ 
lettlcments.  A  military  and  trading  post  existed  at  Chicago;  a  df;zen  families, 
chiefly  French,  were  at  Peoria.  The  northern  half  of  Illinois  was  a  continuous 
wilderness  ;  or,  as  the  universal  impression  was,  an  interminable  prairie,  and 
uninhabitable  for  an  age.  Morgan  county,  then  including  Scott  and  Cass  coun- 
ties, had  about  seventy-five  fam.ilics  ;  and  Springfield  was  a  frontier  village,  of 
a  dozen  log  cabins. 

A  portion  of  the  Commissioners,  with  the  late  Colonsi  Justus  Post,  of  ruissou- 
n,  as  their  engineer,  made  an  exploratory  tour  in  the  autumn  of  1323.  In  the 
autumn  of  1824,  Colonel  Rene  Paul,  of  St.  Louis,  v.-as  also  employed  as  engi- 
neer, and  the  necessary  men  to  assist  in  executing   the  levels,  and  making  the 

surveys  complete.  *  *       .  .  *,      ^      •  i 

*"  *  *  At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  an   act  was 

passed  (January  17th,  1825,)  to  '■  incorporate  the  Illinois  and  Blichigan  Canal 

Company."    The  capital  stock  was  $1,000,000,  in  10,000  shares  at  ^100  each.* 

*  *  *  *  In  January,  1829,the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  to  organize  a  Board  of  Comraifjsioners,  with  povver  to  employ  agents.  En- 
gineers, Surveyors,  draftsmen,  and  other  persons,  to  explore,  examine,  and  de- 
termine the  route  of  the  Canal.  They  were  authorized  to  lay  of}' town  sites,  and 
sell  lots  and  apply  the  funds.  They  laid  ofl' Chicago,  near  the  Lake,  and  Otta- 
wa, at  the  junction  of  Fox  river ;  and  the  Illinois  sui'veys  and  estimates  were  a- 
againmade,  but  the  project  of  obtaining  a  full  supply  of  water  on  the  surface 
level,  was  doubtful,  and  the  rock  approached  so  near  the  surface  on  the  summit 
level,  between  the  Chicago  and  Des  Flaincs,  as  to  increase  the  estimate  of  costs, 
and  cast  doubt  on  the  project. 

The  subsequent  Legislature  authorized  a  reexamination  to  ascertain  the  c«st 
of  a  railway,  and  whether  a  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  from  the  Calu- 
met for  a  feeder.  ....  „     ,       T       ■   1  •       IOO--    "1,- 

*  *  *  At  a  spend  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  ibiio  -ob,  en  act 
was  passed  authorizmg  a  loan  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  construction  of 
the  canal,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  was  re-organized,  and  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  ISSG,  the  first  ground  was  broken." 

We  have  given  only  some  of  the  prominent  facts  in  the  history  of  this  great 
enterprise.     Were  we  to  enter  into  details,  it   would  be    a    \olume  by  itself. 

*  Report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  Vandalia,  1825, 
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"file  friends  of  the  worte ,  who  had  anxiously  watched  its  progress  were  deep- 
ly mortified  at  its  suspension,  not  only  on  their  own  account,  but  because  they 
knew  that  the  welfare,  credit  and  prosperity  of  our  State  was  at  stake.     It  was 
&  check  to  their  hopes  and  a  damper  upon  their  spirits  and  their  enterprise.     Fi- 
nally another  arrangement  was  mads  and  the  work  again  put  in  progress,  which 
nfter  much   struggling,  wrangling,  and  difficulty,  has  been  completed,  thirty- 
eight  years   from  the  time   of  its  conception  and    commencement.     In  1818,  the 
canal  was  opened  from  Chicago  to  La  Salle,  which  caused  a  great  part  of  the 
products  of  our  Northern  and  Eastern  States  to  find  its   way  into  the  '•  Fat 
West,"  such  as  salt,  lumber,  white  marble  from  the  "  verd  mount,"  and  many 
other  articles  have  been  brought  out,  and  that,  too,  by  canal  boats  huilt   in  tltg 
Empire  State;  as  far  too,  in  the  interior  of  the  State  as  Pen  Yan,  where  thirty 
years  since  it  was  a  wilderness  scarcely    accessible  by  a  wagon  road  ;  besidei 
we  have  boats  from  the  Beaver  and  Oliio  canals.     The  first  arrival  of  a  canaj 
boat  at  Peoria,  was  on  the  2Qd  of  May,  1848,  which  was  called  the  "  Gen_ 
Shields, "and  was  built  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  came  via.  BufFalo,  and  ihsnce 
through  by  the  Erie  and  Ohio  canals  into  the  Ohio  river,  down  it  to  the  31is8is- 
•ippi,  "  doubled  Cape  Cairo,"  thence  up  the  Missisfippiand  Illinois  rivers;  and 
was  at  La  Salle  at  the  opening  of  the  canal  through  from  C  hicn.go  to  the  Illinois 
River,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1848:     So  much  for  the  enteTprising  spirit  of  Capt. 
Read,  (the  owner  of  the  Gen.  Shields,)  who  bronght  his  family  on  board  with 
h  im,  to  locate  on  our  fertile  Prairie  State  eoil.     At  the  opening  of  this  canal, 
great  quantities  of  pine  and  cedar  lumber  was  brought  into  this  market,  and  on 
th  e  1st  of  June,  1848,  it  was  selling  for  one  half  the  price  it  had  been  from  tha 
St .  Louis  and  Pittsburgh  markets  the  season  before.     This  one  article  of  pino 
lumber  made  a  great  and  visible  difierence  in  the  nuaber  and   state  of  our 
buildings,  as  building  lumber  had  been  both  scarce  and  dear.     Tiie  toUa  upon 
the  canal  the  present  year,  [1850]  amount  to  $124,974  11. 

It  is  probably  unknown  to  a  great  many  of  his  countrymen,  that  Joel  Barlow^ 
In  his  great  American  Poem,  predicted  the  construction  of  this  great  inland 
communication,  and  few  of  his  admirers,  perhaps,  ever  expected  to  see  this 
"  vision  of  Columbus"  quoted  in  after  years.  This  was  published  in  1787  :  if 
BO  it  was  probably  regarded  only  as  the  visionary  chimera  of  an  inthusiast. — ■ 
But  the  printed  scheme  of  the  poet  may  have  awakened  tlie  attention  of  some- 
strong  mind  to  undertake  the  task  of  carrying  out  what  we  now  behold  in  sue- 
ceseful  operation,  and  which  was  foreshadowed  in  these  words  : 


"  He  saw,  &3  widely  spreads  the  unchannel'd  ploia. 
Where  inland  realms  for  ages  bloom'd  in  vain, 
Canals,  long  winding,  ope  a  watery  flight. 
And  distant  streams,  and  sea*,  and  lakes  unite 
From  fair  Albania  tow'rd  the  fallicgsun, 
Back  through  the  midland  lengthening  channels  rim, 
Meettha  far  lakes,  their  beauiioug  towns  that  lave- 
And  Hudson  join  the  broad  OA?o'»  wnve," 

L 


^ 
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It  Waa  thirty  years  after  this  was  published,  that  the  Erie  Canai  Wias  conj- 
jnenced,  and  more  than  forty  before  the  opening  of  the  Ohio  Canal ;  and  about 
fifty-three  years  before  the  "  Hudson  mcfrried  with  Missouri's  wave."  In  1807, 
the  "vision  of  Columbus"  was  metamorphosed  into  The  Columbiad.  in  the 
mean  time  Philip  Schuyler  and  his  coadjutors  had  succeeded  in  connecting  the 
Hudson  with  the  lalies,  by  short  canals  and  locks,  around  the  falls  of  the  Mo- 
hawk, and  into  Wood  Creek,  which  is  thus  alluded  to  by  the  poet : 

"  From  Mohawk's  mouth,  far  westing  with  the  sun. 

Thro'  all  the  midlands  recent  channels  run, 

Tap  the  redimdant  lakes,  the  broad  hills  braver 

And  Hudson  marry  with  Missouri's  wave. 

From  dim  Superior,  whose  uncounted  sails 

Shade  his  full  seas,  and  bosom  all  his  gales, 

New  paths  unfolding  seek  Mackenzie's  tide," 

And  towns  and  empires  rise  along  their  side/' 
Another  advantage  in  the  location  of  the  city  of  Peoria  is  its  elevatioa  Rbo?g 
high  water,  and  the  Illinois  river  from  this  to  its  mouth  being  seldom  long  clos- 
ed  with  ice,  so  that  Peoria  may  be  said  in  truth  to  be  accessible  almost  the  year 
round,  by  steamboats  from  St.  Louis  and  other  places  south.  The  correclnees 
of  this  remark  will  bs  seen  by  the  following  table  kept  for  the  last  sixteen 
years,  which  is  as  far  back  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  correct  dates,  or  a  list  of 
boats  navigating  the  Illinois  River,  viz  :  1834^ 
When  Clos'd,  Baie.W  When  Op'nd.  Date.)^  When  Clos'd,  Date.W  When  Op'nd,  Dafe 


Dec'r.  30t,h  1834||March  7th  1835 

Nov.  24lh  IBfcSHJan.  1st.  1836 

Dec.  13th  183GliFeb.  22nd  18.37 

Dec.  18th  1837|i3iarch  14ih  1838 

Nov.  5th  1838||Feb.  18th  1839 

Dec.  18th  183y|iFeb.  I7th  1810 

Dec.  29th  18-10||Feb.  27th  1841 

Dec.  20th  lS41||Jan.  17th  1842 

Not.  13th  1842i|March  19th  1843 


Dec.  3Ctli   1843|iFeb.  18th  1844 

Dec.  15tli  1844||Jan.  1st  1845 

Dec.  12th  1845||Jan.  28th  184& 

Dec.  ISth  184GliFeb.  20th  1847 

Dec.  14th  1847|i.lan.  1st  1848 

Dee.  11th  1848|iMarch  8th  1849 

Dec.  16th  184911 J  an.  26th  1850 

Dec.  10th  1850,  it  closed  above  Pe- 
oria City. 


This  winter  we  cannot  say  it  has  been  closed  below  the  Lake,  for  we  have 
(had  an  arrival  almost  every  week,  during  the  winter.  Our  Lake  has  been  clos- 
ed and  opened  again  four  times,  up  to  Feb.  20th,  1851. 

This  table  gives  an  average  of  GO  days,  for  16  successive  winters.  The  win- 
ders of  1842,  '43,  navigation  was  closed  the  longest,  (125  days);  and  the  winter 
of  1847,  '48,  was  but  17  days. 

"  The  Western  Metropolis,  or  St.  Louis,  in  184G,''  to.vvhicii  I  am  indebted  fo? 

*  A  name  derived  from  Donald  McKenzie,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  June 
15tb,  1783,  died  January  20th,  1851,  at  Maysville,  Chautauque  county,  New 
Tork.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  came  over  to  Canada,  and  joined  the  North 
West  coTn])any,  and  continued  eight  years  with  them.  In  1808,  he  became  one 
of  the  partners  with  the  late  .John  .Jacob  Astor,  of  that  city,  in  establishing  the 
Fur  trade  west  of  the  Ilocky  Mountains,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Hunt,  of  St, 
Louie,  Mr.  McKenzie  made  the  overland  route  to  the  mout-h  of  the  Columbia 
River,  a  feat  then  rarely  attempted,  and  full  of  perils,  and  remained  at  Astoria 
'oatil  it  was  surrendered  by  McDougnllto  the  Britiih, 
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•ome  of  my  Btatistics,  registers  the  first  arrival  of  a  steamboat  at  St.  Louia,  in 
1819,  (the  "Gen.  Pike.")  This  was  the  year  Peoria  was  first  selded  by  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants,  viz  :  on  the  19th  of  April,  1819. 

The  first  steamboat  that  arrived  at  Peoria  was  the  "Liberty,"  (formerly  knorvn    x,/ 
B9  the  "  Native",)  in  the  month  of  Deceniber,  1829.     In  the  spring  of  1830,  Mr.     i"" 
John  Hamlin  went  to  St.  Louis   to  make-  purchases   to  return  to  Peoria.     He 
chartered  the  '•'  Triton,"  to  bring  up  his  stock  of  goods.     This  was  the  second 
steamboat  to  this  place.     In  1832,  the  '•  Fairy"  made  a  trip,  and  a  contract  was 
made  by  Mr.  Hamlin  to  purchase  one  half  of  the  boat  on  her  return  and  delivery; 
but  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  she  was  lost  near  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  on 
her  upward  trip.     In  1333,  three  steamboats  were  running  on  the  Illinois  River 
10  this  place,  viz  :  "  Exchange,"  '•'  Utility,"  and  ••'  Peoria."    In  183i,  there  wa* 
added  to  those  the  "  Express,"  '•'  Herald,"  -  Argus,"  and  "  "Winnebago."    Oth- 
ers were  added  as  the  commerce   on   the    river  increased ;  and  in  1340,  there 
were  forty  four.     In  1841,  the  number  was  GO.     From  that  time  up  ;o  1S44,  they 
had  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifiy  different  boats  ;  seventeen  of  vvhich  wera 
regular  packets,  and  the  number  have  been  increasing  ever  sincey   Some  of  our  (, 
citizens  have  become  owners  and  part  owners  in  tome  of  them.     In  the  epring'  / 
of  1548, our  enterprising  citizen,  Capt.  \V.  S.  3Ioss,  purchased  the  hull  of  one  of  the    ' 
"  burned  boats,"  at  St  Louis,  (the  "  Avalanche,")  and  had  it  towed  up  to  Peo-    ' 
ria.     He  had  her  put  upon  the  stocks,  about  20  feet  added  to  har  length,  and 
completely  rebuilt  by  Peoria  workmen,  and  ready  for  the  fall  trade  of  that  year. 
The  next  spring,  1849,  the  keel  of  another  steamboat  was  laid  in  Peoria,  and 
furnished  with  the  engine  of  the  '•  Oregon,"  which  vvas  wrecked  on  Beardetown 
bar.     This  boat  was  commenced  by  Capt.  David  Brown,  who  sold  her  before 
she  was  finished,  and  is  called  the  "  Eingston/'at  which  place  she  is  o'vned, 
(about  13  miles  below  this,)  and  is  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  and  towing  cana-, 
boats  from  La  Salle  and  intermediate  points  to  St.    Lcuis. 

LIST  OF  BOATS  IN  THE  ILLINOIS  RIVER  TRADE  THE  PAST 
SEASON. 

Arrivals  of  Steaniboats  at  Peoria  the  past  season,  which  have  passed  through 
the  Bridge,  amounting  to  1286,  besides  several  Schocners  from  the  Upper  Lake« 
boand  for  the  Gulf  of  3Iexico,  with  their  names,  time  of  first  arrival  in  the  sea- 
son, and  the  number  of  each.  Also,  with  the  tjnnage  as  aear  aa  coul<J  be  as- 
certained :  where,  and  the  3'ear  when  built. 

By  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  59  steaia-b.iats  engageHJ 
in  the  trade  the  of  the  Illinois,  as  high  up  as  this  city ;  whose  tonnage  is  rated 
at  9463  tuns,  at  sJtlp  carjjenter^s  ineasurernent,  but  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
our  steara-boats  v^ill  carry  about  one  third  more  than  the  estimhtsd  tonnage  , 
and  also  they  carry  nriuch  more  down  sirea  -ai  tlijiii  up.  There  has  been  123S 
arrivals  of  stearaers  at  our  quay  the  past  season,  about  300  more  than  there 
were  in  181T.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  had  more  than  double  the  number  of 
canal  boats.  It  v^ill  alsa  be  s:en  that  this  list  tlcpsnot  tuks  into  the  account 
barges  and  flal  hoaCi.  I  thiak  the  amount  oi  produea  ezportsd  from  Peoria  li^s 
equaled  that  of  o,ny  preceding  year,  fvv! !  it,  is  v/ell  known  that  our  iiapoirtatiosa, 
inclading  meTcb6.ndiee,  lumbtw,  &c.  kj.^,  h, c,  oua<irupled. 


me  of  Arrival.  ??aine  of  Boau 

Wliere  BuUt.^TTlien  do. 

Tonnage. 

frtp*. 

January  26th 

Alleghany  Mai 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1844 

77 

2 

s< 

M 

Lamartine 

" 

1848 

175 

4 

" 

" 

tDanl  Hillman 

Smithland,  Ivy. 

1846 

145 

43 

" 

27th 

'(■pioneer 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

" 

209 

30 

-' 

29th 

tFalcon 

Freedom,        " 

1844 

144 

76 

" 

31st 

*Mountaineer 

Pittsburgh,     '* 

1845 

213 

60 

Febru' 

ry  1st 

tKingston 

Peoria,  111. 

1849 

145 

72 

" 

2d 

tArcher 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1844 

148 

30 

" 

14th 

tPlanter 

New  Albany,  la. 

1846 

200 

48 

" 

16th 

tMartha,  No.  2. 

Shauston,  Pa. 

1849 

172 

18 

" 

<« 

Lightfoot 

Cincinnatti,  O. 

1S46 

155 

4 

•' 

"     tMovastar 

Naples,  111. 

1849 

140 

60 

" 

18th 

*Avalanch 

Peoria,  " 

1848 

220 

77 

" 

21st 

tSenator 

Wheeling,  Va. 

1846 

121 

32 

" 

24th 

*Prairie  Bird 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1845 

215 

55 

«t 

" 

i-Tiger 

V/is.  (Pineries; 

1849 

83 

28 

" 

25th 

tAndrew  Jackson 

Cincinnatti.  O. 

1845 

290 

12 

March 

1st 

*Connecticut 

Shawnee  To'n,Ia 

1848 

249 

53 

" 

" 

Robert  Fulton 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

1845 

200 

28 

at 

2d 

*Ocean   Wave 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

'•' 

2C5 

66 

" 

7th 

Schuylekill 

Pittsburgh  Pa. 

1846 

272 

6 

" 

10th 

Enterprise 

Zanesville,  O. 

1849 

200 

2 

" 

llih 

Wyoming 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

1847 

198 

2 

" 

14th 

tAlliquippa 

"               " 

1844 

215 

8 

SI 

23d 

Beitna  Vista 

Elizabethto'n  Pa 

1847 

^^66 

4 

«= 

29th 

tSt.  Croix 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

18^4 

160 

16 

" 

" 

t  Laurel 

<<                   ts 

1816 

80 

10 

" 

'« 

Citizen 

Brownsville,  Pa. 

1849 

171 

2 

April 

8th 

tBeardstov.'n 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1847 

80 

40 

" 

13lh 

tGov.  Briggs 

"            " 

1845 

91 

6 

«•' 

14th 

Jev.-ess 

'Wheeling,  Va. 

1847 

220 

18 

"' 

" 

tAlvarado 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1846 

135 

23 

" 

17th 

Niagara 

Brownsville,  Pa. 

1847 

215 

12 

" 

19th 

SusquehannFi 

Pittsburgh,       " 

1345 

142 

14 

" 

24th 

J.  J.  Crittenden 

a                     it 

1846 

225 

2 

" 

29th 

tCaleb  Cope 

"                      " 

1847 

80 

40 

May 

1st 

tBeimont 

"                      " 

1844 

115 

33 

" 

9th 

Gen.  Gains 

Brownsville    " 

1849 

160 

12 

" 

24th 

Time  and  Tide 

Louisville,  Ky. 

1847 

261 

6 

•' 

29th 

tEureka 

Elizabethtown,  Pa 

.     " 

115 

26 

June 

19th 

tPiasa 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

«c 

85 

6 

" 

" 

tMagnet 

Wheeling,  Va. 

1846 

S8 

8 

" 

22nd 

t  Pearl 

Elizabethtown,  Pa.  1845 

54 

4 

" 

" 

tComet 

"                " 

1846 

116 

18 

" 

29th 

tFinancier 

Pittsburgh,          '* 

1845 

1-35 

18 

«< 

30th 

America 

Freedom,            " 

1846 

145 

30 

July 

1st 

Uncle  Toby 

Pittsburgh,         " 

1844 

109 

2 

" 

4th 

tHudson 

Glasgow              " 

1846 

95 

10 

«' 

5  th 

*Pra!ria  State 

Griggsville,  III. 

1850 

283 

44 

Sept. 

4th 

Kentucky 

Louisville,  Ky. 

1845 

140 

22 

" 

5th 

Daniel  Boon 

Cincinnatti,  O. 

1844 

170 

2' 

Oct. 

8th 

Mary  Stevens 

Wheeling,  Va. 

1847 

225 

4 

Nov. 

3rd 

Newton  Wagnor  Elizabethto'n,  Pa.  1848 

105 

6 

" 

8th 

Visitor 

Brownsville        ' 

" 

141 

2. 

«' 

15th 

Mary  Blain 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1847 

181 

2 

Jan. 

13th 

Oswego 

Brownsville,  Pa 

" 

187 

4 

" 

15th 

tClermont 

New  Albany,  la 

1843 

112 

I 

r 

)6th 

R.  H.  Lee 

Cincinnati,  O. 

1850 

180 

2 

94ba    "\"284 

K5W  eftiFTS — ir»AM  (Jamaa  boa*.  }Qi 

The  Boats  mark  ',  were  regular  weekly  packets  from  St,  Louis  to  La  Sail* 
And  those  marked  t,  were  tow- boats  from  St.  Louis  and  intermediate  points  for 
the  Canal  Basin  at  La  Salle. 

July  11th,  Steam  Canal-boat  Chief  Engineer  first  pased  up  and  has  made  18 
trips.  The  24th  of  October,  Scho»ner  Nile,  from  Milvvaukie,  passed  down,  for 
Gulf  of  Mexiro,  The  2.5;^  Schooner  Alert,  from  Sheboygan,  for  the  came  place. 
And  on  the  5th  of  December,  the  Sch  jone"-  Ann  from  3Iiluaukie,  for  the  Gulf, 

January  2Gth,  1S31.  This  day  the  Falcon  came  up  from  St.  Lcuis  and  passed 
np  through  the  ice,  which  made  her  7Gth  trip  up  and  down,  and  completed  tb^e 
year  since  navigation  opened,  in  which  time  59  Steamers  and  three  Sclioonara 
passed  througli  the  bridge,  making  TiSS  passings.  Of  Canal  Boats  the  number 
has  not  been  taken,  for  they  mostly  pass  in  tow,  from  two  to  fourteen  at  a  siogla 
tow  up  and  down. 

Steam  and  canal  boats  are  now  quite  numerous  on  the  Illinoia  River,  wher* 
twenty  years  since,  there  was  but  one.  July  11th,  1S50,  a  new  class  and  craft 
came  to  our  landing  on  her  way  to  Chicago,  from  Pittsburgh,  (having  "  doub- 
led Cape  Cairo"  in  her  voyage).  She  is  called  the  "  Chief  Engineer,"  CapL 
O.  C.  Lewis  of  Canton,  Fulirn  Co.,  111.,  and  W.  A.  Dickerman,  of  Pa.,  are  joint 
ownerN.  They  de^ign  running  her  betvi-een  Chicago  and  Liverpool,  on  the  Illi- 
nois river.  We  paid  this  strange  craft  a  hasty  visit  on  her  arrival  at  our  quay. 
She  '■  a  staunch  built  and  trim  vessel ;  measures  1C5  feet  in  length,  17i  feet 
beam.  She  will  carry  100  tons  burthen  with  a  draft  of  3  feet.  Her  chimney 
(as  there  is  but  one.)  is  constructed  with  a  hinge  so  that  it  can  be  lowered  aa 
required  to  pass  under  cnnal  bridges.  She  is  propelled  with  a  locomotive  engine 
made  in  Pittsburgh.  Tlie  hull  of  this  boat  was  built  in  Elizabethtown,  on  th« 
Monongahela.  Her  mo.lel  is  similar  to  that  of  her  less  assuming  companions, 
with  the  exception  of  an  upper  cabin,  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  thirty 
or  forty  passengers  The  water-wheel  is  placed  in  the  stern,  with  ruddera  at 
each  side  of  the  '•  screw  wheal,"  (having  two  stearn  posts).  The  pilot  or  steer- 
ing wlieel  is  forward  of  the  cabin,  near  the  "forehach."  Her  speed  is  about 
eii  miles  per  hour  in  our  lake  where  there  is  no  current,  and  from  appaarancaa 
«he  cannot  occasion  Joore  damage  to  the  bank*  of  a  canal  than  on  ordinary' 
packet  boat. 


11^ 


CHAPTEB  VI 


6©fl«cttons  on  the  Settlement  of  Peoria. — Its  Latitude  and  Lon^tude.— Re- 
marks of  Visitors  on  the  Site  and  Location. — Compared  with  other  Western 
Cities. — Its  Streets  and  Public  Roads  ;  best  View  of  the  City,  showing-  ita 
BuildinjTs,  and  best  Perspective  View. — A  View  from  Prospect  Hill  of  th® 
Upper  Part  of  the  Lake  of  Peoria. — Reflections  on  its  Mixed  Population  ;  An- 
ecdote at  an  Election. — Table  showing  the  Number  from  different  quarters  of 
cho globe;  Residents  here  since  1845. — Literary  Institutions;  Printing  Offi- 
ces, &c. — Gerrymandering  of  the  Slate  ;  View  of  Fifth  Congrf^ssional  Dis- 
trict.— First  Communication  sent  by  Telegraph. — Tiie  Fir^t  Message  from 
Washington.  First  Daily  Pnper. — Business  done  in  Telegraph  Establishment 
at  Peoria. — Estent  of  Line  throush  the  Slate  of  Illinois. 


Of  what  I  have  been  able  to  gather  from  the  History  given  by  the  old  French 
and  English  %vriters,  and  such  facts  as  I  could  gather  from  other  reliable  sources, 
I  have  given  you  the  history  of  our  most  flourishing  city.  The  first  discovery 
by  the  white  men  extends  back  178  years.  This  acquisition  to  the  then  savage 
population  from  that  time  ferward  became  extinct  as  it  were  in  the  lapse  of  a 
century  and  a  half.  About  as  I  have  before  said  the  19th  year  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury it  was  known  as  "  a  little  village  in  the  far  West,"  standing  on  the  western 
bank  of  a  beautiful  lake  formed  by  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  "  Father  of 
Waters,"  in  N.  latitude  40  deg.  and  40  min.,  W.  longitude  12  deg.  and  40  min. 
from  Washington  City, — yes  I  there  it  was  reported  by  the  traveler  on  his  return 
east  from  an  excurtion  to  the  far  west,  if  he  had  been  so  far  as  to  double  "  Cape 
Cairo"  and  the  "  Piasa  Reck  of  Alton"  and  up  the  Illinois  River  to  Peru,  (not 
on  the  Pacific,  but  about  70  miles  above  this  city,)  there  we  saw  old  FortClarkj 
ofterwards  called  Peoria.  It  is  now  called  the  city  of  Peoria,  or  "  Princess 
eity,"  as  it  has  been  termed  by  travelers.  Strangers  frequently  express  aston« 
ishment  at  the  substantial  public  and  private  edifices,  and  the  cleanliness  of  cur 
itreets.  They  admire  too  its  morality  and  love  of  order;  in  this  respect  it  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  place  of  its  size  or  population,  hailing  from  every 
part  of  the  Union,  and  almost  every  foreign  nation,  now  numbering  mora  than 
6,000,  and  her  citizens — 

The  statesman,  lawyer,  tnerchant,  man  of  trade. 
The  rich,  the  poor,  and  men  of  every  grade — 
kave  that  proper  city  pride  which  is  so  essential  in  building  up  a  town  or  city. 

The  situation  of  Peoria  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  truly  beautiful,  beyond 
saiy  other  west  of  CincinnatU.  The  most  populous  part  stands  upon  a  slopo 
jj-ently  doclinin^  to  iho  river,  so  that  a  sum:ncr  raia  van  at  any  time  wash  tha 


PBORIA  ;    ITS    SThEETS    AftD    BEST    VIB*i.  JJJ 

rtreets,  which  are  at  no  time  muddy,  being  a  fine  sandy  loam  soil..    By  whatev- 
er avenue  it  is  approached,  north,  south  east  or  west,  its  appearance  never  falls 
to  impress  the  mind  of  the  traveler  with  pleasurable  sensations,  even  in  passing 
up  or  down,  as  viewed  from  the  promenade  decks  of  our  river  packets.     The 
most  magnificent  view  in  approaching  the  city  is  from  the  north  west  or  Farm, 
ington  road,  out  on  South  street ;  tlience  along  High  street,  down  Montague,  or 
a  little  further  north,  down  ?ilain  street.     It  presents  from  the  whole  length  of 
High  street  the  aspect  of  a  "considerable  city,"  "  e::tending  over  the  prairie" 
to  the  distance  of  two   miles.     The  city   was  first  laid  out  with  an  unusual  do-* 
gree  of  beauty,  but  this  has  been  marred  somewhat  by  the  additions  that  have 
been  made.     A  lower  street  upon  which  the  ware-houses  are  principally  erect* 
cd,  embracing  the  landing  and  follows  the  lake  and  river, — paiallel  with  this  at 
the  distance  of  360  feet  is  the  street  on  which  stands  the  market  house  and  jail— ' 
and  parallel  with  this  street,  which  is  100  feet  wide,  is  an  upper  or  the  most  ele- 
vated street  of  the  city  below  the  bluff  called  Adams  street,  which  extends  th* 
whole  length  of  it  and  for  a  mile  or  two  above  and  below  the  corporate  bounds, 
(no  city  can  boast  of  a  street  like  this,  so  large  and  level,  on  ^^  hich  a  team  can 
be  seen  for  its  whole  length).     Alleys  extend  through  the  centre  of'each  block^ 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  wide  and  spacious  streets  at  regular  intervals,  inter- 
eect  at  right  angles  and  connect  the  fatherest  streets  from  the  river  with  Water 
dtreet.     The  important  roads  pass  along  Adams  street  from  the  north,  east,  and 
eouth.     The  main    thoroughfare    from    Indiana   to  Iowa  crosses    the  bridge, 
(where  the  ferry  formerly  was,)  thence  up  Bridge  street  to  Adams,  thence  due 
north  up  Franklin,   across  Main   to  the   Knoxville  and  Oquawka  road.     The 
dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings   present  a  neat  and  many  of  them  an  ele- 
gant apperance.     Some  of  the  principal   houses  are   extremely  beautiful,  and 
there  are  few  of  asy  condition  that  do  not  possess  a  considerable  garden  spot, 
which  gives  a  very  airy  aspect  to  the  city,  at  the  same  time  ihat  it  promotes  that 
general  health  which  we  enjoy  over  many  of  the  cities  of  the  west, 

As  I  have  once  before  alluded  to  beautiful  view-s  of  our  city,  and  as  it  has  be- 
come common  now-a-days  to  give  views  of  noted  cities  and  towns,  I  contem* 
plate  doing  so  the  coming  spring,  as  I  have  take  n  one  from  the  bridge  which  is 
the  most  accessible,  especially  for  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  delight  in  a  prom- 
enade,  and  if  they  have  any  taste  for  views,  they  can  enjoy  both  at  the  same 
time,  by  taking  one  across  our  bridge;  here  they  can  have  a  glance  of  the 
whole  city.  The  disconnected  rovvf  of  stores  and  store-houses  on  the  water's 
edge  and  margin  of  the  lake  shore,  the  steam  and  canal  boats  receiving  and 
discharging  freights,  and  the  passing  and  repassing  crafts  upon  the  bosom  of 
this  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  lying  between  you  and  the  city.  The  irregular  as' 
semblage  of  dv.'ellings,  from  the  humble  dwelling  of  tlie  day-laborer  to  the 
magnificent  mansion  of  the  burgher  ;  and  here  and  there  the  white  steam  and 
dense  biack  smoke  of  the  steam-mills,  foundries  and  machine  shops  interspersed 
with  the  forest,  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  in  the  distance  the  marginal  blufia, 
crowned  with  the  thick  forest ;  all  who  have  visited  us  agree  with  an  editor  of 
a  sister  State,  who  was  here  about  four  years  since,  and  in  commenting  upon 
•ur  location  and  appearance  at  that  time,  called    Peoria  the   "  Princess  City," 
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JpRospEDt  Hill  Pavillion. — During  the  past  year  a  Company  was  formed 
to  enter  upon  the  erection  of  a  large  and  elegant  Establishment,  as  a  public 
house  and  summer  resort,  within  easy  accessible  distance  from  the  City,  being 
about  four  miles  from  the  Court  Houser.  I  was  called  upon  in  May  last  to  sur- 
vey a  ten  acre  piece  on  the  N.  W.  corner  of  section  22,  (or  corner  of  Mr.  M. 
Stringer's  farm.)  for  the  building  lot,  from  w^hich  the  above  view  was  taken  by 
me  at  the  time.  A  joint  stock  company  was  organized  to  carry  out  the  enter- 
prise, of  which  Mr.  Isaac  Underbill  is  a  committee.  We  look  upon  this  project 
with  kigh  favor.  Philadelphia  has  its  Cape  May,  Boston  has  its  Nahant,  and 
St.  Louis  its  Camp  Springs — beautiful  summer  resorts  within  a  short  accessible 
ride,  and  we  do  not  see  why  the  City  of  Peoria  may  not  only  vie  with,  but  even 
surpass  them  in  supplying  to  its  increa? ing  population  an  elligahle  rdative  estab- 
lishment, which  can  be  enjoyed  without  serious  interruption  to  business. 

Prospect  Hill  is  just  the  place  for  a  large  and  liberal  establishment.  Ele- 
vated nearly  one  tliousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Lake,  surrounJed  by  a 
sheltering  forest,  and  overlooking  the  extensive  bottom  land,  at  and  above  Lit- 
tle Detroit  Ferry  for  many  miles,  commanding  an  extended  view  of  the  northern 
portion  of  Peoria  Lake  and  the  valley  of  the  Illinois,  to  Peru,  the  steamboats 
passing  and  repassing  on  the  Lake,  (the  Daniel  Ilillman  was  going  down  and 
the  Gen.  Gains  up,  at  the  time  I  took  this  sketch.)  with  a  vast  extent  of  coun- 
try of  hills  and  dales.  A  portion  of  La  Salle  Prairie,  the  villages  of  Rome  and 
Chillicothe,  from  14  to  16  miles  in  the  distance,  as  seen  on  the  east  side  of  La- 
salle  Prairie^  bordering  the  head  of  the  Lake  to  the  bluff  and  horizon,  and  on  a 
clerir  day,  the  court  house  steeple  of  Lacon,  25  miles  distant,  is  distinctly  visable; 
and,  at  the  proper  season,  immense  fields  of  waving  grain,  and  prairies  covers 
ed  with  herds,  is   spread  far  and  wide  before  your  view. 

Since  writing  the  above  and  during  ,the  past  season  (1850)  a  fiiie  hotel  ha« 
been  erected,  en  or  about  wliere  the  letters  set  on  the  left  hand  corner  of  the 
pif.te,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  divided  into  shares  of  SlOO  each:  Wm.  S.  Mossj 
Contractor,  Edward  White,  Architect,  and  John  Iving,  Esq.,  P.  M.,  of  our  City, 
Trustee  for  the  stock-holders.  The  building  is  a  substantial  frame  of  76  feet 
with  winors  extendino;  back  53  feet,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  ball-rooms  in  the 
State.  It  iskeptin  good  style  by  Mr.  Mason  Gass, who,  with  his  "  better  half," 
know  well  how  to  get  up  the  "  creature  comforts  of  the  innerman."  Here,  too, 
the  weary  traveler  can  take  his  rest,  (for  it  is  situated  on  the  direct  road  from 
Peoria  to  Galena,)  and  here  those  desposed,  can  "  tip  the  light  fantastic  toe/* 
and  "  go  home  with  the  girls  in  the  morning."* 

As  our  Western  people  are  so  full  of  "  frolic  and  fUn,"  it  is  a  wonder  that 
Prospect  Hill  has  not  before  nov>^  been  made  available,  (as  it  has  been  visited  by 
hundreds  who  have"  come  out  west" to  view  beautiful  landscapes)  before  this 
for  a  purpose  for  which  it  is  peculiarly  adapted — a  place  of  resort  and  a  ride. 

In  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  who  own  and  control  the  '"Prospect  Hill  Pavil= 
lion,"  it  cannot  fail  to  be  exceeding  popular,  and  we  should  think  the  enterprise 
would  be  prontahle.     Not  50  years  since,  the  noble  oaks  around  the  "  Pavil- 

*  On  the  19th  of  December  this  house  was  opened  by  a  ball,  attended  bf 
some  30  of  40  couple. 

M 


iAA  viRws  or  rt'Bi.ii-  houses. 

ion"' sheilered  the  R(."d  I\Ian  of  the  forest.  >iot  lifly  years  since,  t.he  filvpr 
Lake  in  the  distant  view,  might  be  seen  dotted  with  the  canoes  of  the  In- 
dian on  his  fishing  or  hunting  excursions.  Now  a  nible  mansion  marks  the  spo 
where  their  camp-fires  burned,  and  noble  steamboats,  or  floating  palaces,  may 
fee  seen  plowing  the  bosora  of  Lake  Peoria. 
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PUBLie    llOUauS — POPULATION'.  1  1  1% 

As  I  have  alludeii  in  a  preceding  page  to  the  magnificent  mansion  of  tlie  bur. 

ghftr,  it  may  not  here  be  out  of  piaco  t3  give   my  readers  a  view  of  two  of  our 

Public  Housefjin  tlie  city.    Tiie  first  is  the  "Clinton   House,"  v^hich  was  built 

in  1633,  by  J.  C.  Cyldvvell,  on  the  corner  of  Adams  and  Fulton  streets.     Al?'  , 

Mie  old  Post  Office,  now  Fi:e  Engine  house,  No.  2.,  and  Dr..  Frye"?..  OlTice.      Ea  . 

gine  House  No,  1,  is  two  doors  farther  east,  o\er  which  is  the  Mayor's  Ofli<;  > 

and   Council  Chamber,   and   underneath  it  is  the   City  '•  Calliboose."      The 

Post  Office  is  now   kept  in  the   basement    of  the  "  Peoria  House, '"and  the 

Stage  Office   in  the  same  basement  on  the  corner  of  Adams  street.     Wiien 

this  house  was  put  up  it  was  faid  to  be  "  away  out  on  the  Prairie  !"    At  that 

time  Mr.  A.  O.  Garrett  kept  a  hotel  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Washington-.sts. ; 

■    but  in  1340  he  built  what  he  cailwl  the  "  Planter's  House,"  on  the  corner  of  Ad- 

'    ams  and  Hamilton  streets,  of  which  I  will  give  y^u  a  view,  which  is  now  known 

'     as  the  "  Peoria  House.'"*     These  two  buildings  were  the  two  first  brick  of  any 

'    note  in  our  city,   since  which,  many  equally  as   good  have  gone  up,  togetlier 

with  several  churches,  of  which  I  will  present  you  with  a  view  hereafter. 

In  giving  the  pnblic  the  few  scraps  of  History  I  have  been  able  t  j  "  raise  from 
the  rubbish  and  ruins"  of  the  old  French  town,  or  rather  from  the  lips  of  some 
of  the  ''Jlrst  fa;nilie8,'''  who  removed  the  rubbish;  and  have  once  more  com- 
menced the  rebuilding  of  our  place  end  frcm  other  sources;  if  I  have  given  my 
readers  any  light  concerning  these  ancient  events  in  cur  history,  I  am  glad. — 
My  object  has  not  been  lo  gain  notariety  as  as  a  writer,  for  I  claim  no  iuch 
talents,  but  to  call  to  memory  an  almost  forgotten  point  of  Peoria's  hi.story.  .1 
generation  has  passed  away,  and  nothing  has  been  before  written.  No  doubt 
an  abler  pen  may  be  brought  in  for  the  rising  generation,  when  these  facts  I  have 
here  noticed  might  not  be  attained  ;  died  with  those  Vv-ho  die  and  a.^'e  forgotten. 
The  population  of  our  City,  as  the  Western  phrase  is,  '■  is  mightily  mixed.'' 
from  43  states  and  kingdoms.  Abcut  one  third  of  the  population  are  foreign - 
era,  which  is  the  case  in  all  our  Western  cities  and  country.  We  v/ould  say  let 
them  come  as  citizens.  There  is  enough  of  soil  within  its  limits  to  sustain,  with 
superadded  benefit  to  the  country,  twenty  told  its  present  population. 

Of  late  a  strong  prejudice  has  arisen  against  foreigners,  originating  in  causes 
which,  if  we  do*not  sympathize  with  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  must  be  admitieLl 
at  the  same  time  to  bo  by  no  means  unnatural.  In  the  large  cities  of  this  Union, 
many  of  them  are  ignorant,  not  only  of  our  insfituiions,  but  of  almost  every 
tiling  else,  and  in  place  of  thinking  and  acting  independently,  each  for  himself 
aa  becomes  a  freeman,  they  are  led  to  the  polls  in  masses,  the  unconscious  and 
degraded  tools  of  political  demagogucB. 

At  a  recent  election  held  in  this  city  under  the  present  consiitution,  v^fhere. 
by  no  foreigner  can  vote  unless  he  was  within  the  Stale  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  or  a  naturalized  citizen  by  the  laws  of  the  U.  S  ,  as  follows  : 

*  Mr.  A.  O.  Garrett,  and  Mr.  John-  Yontz,  of  the  "  Clinton  House,"  wont  to 
California  Gold  diggings  in  1819,  they  left  their  families  here  to  make  the  half 
dimei  while  they  vvere  digging  the"  half  eagles,  in  which  we  learn  they  have. 
b4.en  very  auccfcssful. 
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QUALIFICATIONS  OF  VOTERS. 

[Under  the  new  constitution  of  this  State,  the  qualified  voters  are,  all  vihtts 
male  inhabitants,  who  resided  in  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  tha 
constitution,  to  wit:  April  1st,  1848,  and  who  were  then  voters,  whether  native 
born,  naturalized  or  unnaturalized  foreign  bom. 

All  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  above  the  age  of  tw-enty-ono 
years,  native  born,  or  naturalized,  who  have  resided  in  the  State  one  year  pre- 
vious to  the  time  of  election. 

No  person  is  entitled  to  vote  except  in  the  township,  where  a  poll  book  shalj 
be  held,  in  which  lie  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election.] 

I  give  here  one  illustration  of  vv-hat  I  saw  while  acting  as  Clerk  at  this  election. 

A  couple  of  Germans  was  introduced  at  the  polls,  with  the  cry  of  "  Srhand 
pack,  shentlesmen,  and  let  two  mens  come  v:hat  ish  waters,  by  s'lnre,''  when 
the  following  questions  and  answers  ensued  :  "  What  is  your  name  V  said  the 
Judge.  The  man  offering  his  vote  replied  :  "  Two  yease  !"  "  What  ward  do 
you  live  in?"  '-Two  yease!  !"  "How  long  have  you  been  in  the  State?" 
said  the  Judge.  "  Two  yease  !  ! !  Two  yease  !  !  ! !"  which  was  his  ready  an- 
evver  to  any  and  every  question  asked  of  him.  On  further  investigations  as  to 
his  qualifications  to  vote,  he  knew  no  more  of  our  language  than  a  2^0!! parrot, 
and  Itad  been  instructed  to  make  this  false  reply,  as  he  had  not  been  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  but  about  eigliteen  months,  and  could  not  even  understand,  or  he 
could,  "  nix  far  sta"  any  question  put  to  lam.  This  is  but  one  in  hundreds  of 
like  instances  that  occur,  vAiero  the  foreigner  comes  to  the  polls  and  thrust* 
aside  our  sons  who  claim  to  be  free  born,  but  yet,  if  they  are  only  20  years,  11 
months  and  29  days  old,  they  must  stand  aside  to  make  room  for  the  dema- 
gogues "  unterrjfied"  voters,  as  they  would  have  them. 

1  This  is  not  confined  to  the  City  of  Peoria,  but  like  occurrences  take  place  in 
all  of  our  Western  Cities  and  Towns. 

[  By  the  following  Table  it  will  be  seen  what  portion  of  thig  population  ie 
in  Peoria,  in  each  Ward  in  1850.]  They  are  appealed  to  as  a  body,  and 
as  a  body,  they  follow  blindly  and  passively  the  leaders  who  so  appeal  to  them. 
This  is  not  all.  They  have  been  often  arrayed  in  the  ranks  of  rufilan  violence 
at  the  polls,  an  antagonist  spirit  has  been  kindled  amongst  the  native  popula- 
tion, and  thus  a  breach  has  been  created  between  them  of  the  bitterest  kind, 
converting  political  opposition  into  personal  malignily.  Doubtless  there  have 
been  in  this  respect  faults  on  both  sides.  But  the  fault  has  been  mainly  with 
foreigners  themselves.  If  they  would  command  that  position  in  the  Republic 
which  is  creditable,  they  should  study  our  constitution  and  our  laws,  acquire 
enough  of  intelligence  to  enable  them  to  judge  for  themselves  on  questions  of 
public  interest,  and  become  freemen  in  the  most  enlarged  and  honored  sense  of 
the  expression.  . 

It  has  been  proposed  by  many  to  extend  the  terra  of  naturalization  from  five 
to  ten  or  twenty-one  years.  We  do  not  believe  this  can  accomplish  any  good 
purpose.  If  a  man  cannot  become  enlightened  enough  to  be  a  citizen  in  five 
51'eRrs,  neither  wjll  he  in  twenty-one 
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Place  of  Nativity.  For  each  Years.  !n  each  Wwd,  in  1850. 

1845  18-16  13-17  1848  1849  1350     1st.    2nd.     3rd.    4tli. 


••New  York, 

ill 

135 

158 

213 

222 

204 

59 

59 

53 

2a 

Germany, 
•Pensylvania, 

83 

Gl 

106 

163 

177 

197 

87 

37 

13 

m 

•99 

118 

141 

Ifl 

170 

159 

45 

54 

37 

23 

Ireland.              !,■!','■ 

.,;    41 

52 

61 

93 

125 

1.50 

66 

27 

37 

20 

*0!iio, 

:   46 

68 

89 

134 

123 

119 

53 

'-'7 

22 

7 

England, 

3:! 

43 

57 

67 

79 

87 

22 

29 

22 

14 

♦Massachusetts, 

52 

61 

66 

73 

73 

63 

13 

28 

14 

8 

*  Virginia, 

31 

45 

42 

68 

57 

46 

IS 

10 

13 

5 

♦Kentucky, 

IS 

21 

26 

38 

39 

35 

16 

13 

4 

£ 

Maryland, 

18 

25 

SO 

33 

34 

35 

10 

14 

9 

o 

•Connecticut, 

1-2 

23 

26 

34 

30 

28 

7 

12 

3 

G 

Scotland, 

7 

S 

8 

17 

23 

27 

8 

10 

7 

2 

*Nevv  Hampshire, 

23 

18 

19 

29 

27 

25 

5 

■J* 

9 

4 

'Vermont, 

13 

18 

11 

19 

IS 

16 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Indiana, 

5 

12 

13 

15 

15 

10 

6 

4 

5 

IRinois, 

») 

2 

8 

7 

11 

16 

8 

4 

2 

France, 

12 

10 

16 

11 

12 

14 

7 

5 

1 

*Ne\v  Jersey, 

10 

9 

11 

21 

17 

13 

5 

5 

2 

Tennessee, 

>2 

2 

8 

17 

14 

11 

3 

3 

4 

♦Switzerland, 

1 

1 

5 

6 

8 

10 

5 

2 

-^ 

2 

3Iaine, 

3 

9 

6 

8 

8 

8 

— 

5 

1 

2 

♦District  Columbia, 

3 

3 

2 

8 

7 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Wales, 

1 

o 

4 

3 

4 

5 

1 

— 

3 

1 

North  Carolina, 

— 

2 

5 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Delaware, 

2 

3 

1 

5 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

♦Canada, 

1 

4 

5 

12 

8 

4 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

Missouri, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

2 

. — 

♦Rhode  Island, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Georgia, 

1 

i 

^ 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Wisconsin, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

2 

— 

— 



Prussia, 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

South  Carolina, 

— 

— 

2 

.-> 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 



*Norway.- 

— 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

: 

Louisiania, 

— ■ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Alabama, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nova  Scotia. 

— ■ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

Italy, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 



Genoa, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Poland, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Hungary, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Michigan, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Mississippi, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

West  Indies, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— . 

Aust'ia, 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

642  766  933  1265  1333  1322  459  3-34  273  201 
The  above  is  a  table  of  the  place  of  nativity  of  the  heads  of  families  and 
young  men  who  are  over21  years  old,  who  are  entitled  to  a  vote,  provided  they 
wer3  residents  of  the  State  at  the  adoption  of  our  new  constitution.  It  will  bu 
seen  that  some  of  the  states  and  kingdoms  v\ith  this  mark*  have  decreased. — : 
What  has  caused  the  decrease  I  am  not  able  to  learn,  whether  by  death  or  re- 
moval out  of  tlie  city.  Many,  however,  of  those  from  New  York,  Penncylva- 
nia,  and  Ohio,  have  gone  into  the  county  on  farms,  while  most  of  the  foreignsrf 
fire  much  given  to  '■'  coffee-house,"  •'Beer-hoiwe,"  and  shop-keeping. 


I  {8  LIT£?.ARt    B3TAH1.ISHME.NTS    WHK.V    OKaAXrZEO    IN    PEO?.  M, 

PRtNTi.N-ii  Tiir.  Art  »f  all  Aaxs — And    in  chronicling  the    commence- 
ment of  i,lie  •'  Art  of  all  Arts,"  the  first  paper  published  in  this  place  was  called 
the  "Illinois  Champion,"  and  was   issued  on  the  10th   of  March,  1834,  by 
Abram  S.  Buxton  and  Henry  Wolford,  and  was  neutral  in  politics.     But  the 
Editor,  who  was  a  warm  Whig,  soon  threw  off  his  neutrality,  and  came  out 
boldly  in  defense  of  the  principles  of  his  party.     Mr.  Buxton  had  been  a  part- 
ner of  the  celebrated  George  D.  Prentice,  in  the  publication  of  the  "  Louisville 
Journal,"  and  was  a  writer  of  decided  ability.     Mr.  Wolford  was  an  excellent 
practical  printer,  and  under  the  management  of  these  gentlemen,  the  paper  soon 
liecam.e  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  tho  State  at  that  time.     Mr.  Buxton  was 
f->armitt.eQ  to  remain  with  us  but  a  short  time.     That  insidious  disease,  consump- 
tion, seized  on  his  manly  form,  and  after  struggling  some  months,  "  the  Filver 
cord  was  Idosed  and  the  golden  bowl  was  broken,"'  and  his  dust  now  reposes  in 
our  city  cemetery.     Mr.  Wolford  is  now  a  resident  of  Louisville,  Ky. ,  and  holds 
an  office  of  honor  and  respectability  tmder  the  city  government.     After  the  death 
of  Mr.  B.  the  Champion    changed  hands.    J.  L.   Marsh  became  the  printer, 
Messrs.  Armstrong  an  d  Shewalter  proprietors,  and  was   continued  for  about 
three  years,  when  Mr.  S.  H.  Davis,  former  publisher  of  the  •"'  Winchester  Re- 
publican,"'came  to  this  place,  in  the  spring  of  18'.i7,  j)urehased  the  Champion 
establishment,  and  commenced  the  publication  of  the  '•  Peoria  Register  and 
North-Western  Gazette-ER,"  "^he   first  number  of  which  was  issued  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1837.     On  the  20th  of  February,  1840,  Mr  John  S.  Zieber,  for- 
mer publisher  of  the  "  People's  Press,"  in  Princess  Ann.  Soinersett  county,  Md., 
commenced   the   publication  of  the  "Peoria  Democratic  Press,"   which 
he  continued  to  publish   till  about  the  1st  of  June,  1846.     It  was  then  purchas- 
ed by  Thomas   Phillips,   former  publisher  of  the  "  American  Manufacfirer," 
Ptttsburgh,  (now,  in  company  w  ith  his  brother,  the  proprietor  of  the  '■  St.  Lou- 
is Union,")  which  he  continued  three  years,  when  Mr.  Washington  Cockle,  the 
present  publisher,  became  the  proprietor.     The  Press  has  now  closed  the  Hth 
volume.     On  the  establishing  of  the  Democratic  Press,  Mr.  Davis'  paper,  that 
had,  when  he  commenced  it,  taken  a  neutral  course,  or  rather  that  of  a  Gazet- 
teer, now  became  a  Whig  paper,  in  the  Presidential  campaign  of  '40.     In  1842, 
the  Messrs.  Butler  purchased  the  establishment  of  Mr.  S.  H.  Davis,  and   com- 
menced the  publication  of  the  "Peoria  Register,"  as  it  had  cow  become 
political,  and  entered  into  the  campaign  of  '44  for  Henry  Clay  for  President. — 
They  continued  the  same  about  one  year,  when  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
T*.  J.  Pickett,   Editor  of  the  Weekly  Register,  till  the  destruction  by  ilie 
falling  of  the    building  and  consequent  confiigraticn.    In  the  falling  of  the 
building  Mr.  Pickett  had  an  older  brother  killed  ;  and  James  Kirkpatrick  the 
editor  and  printer  of  the  "  Peoria  American,"  were  crushed  in  the  ruins.    The 
rear  of  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  Temperance  House,  kept  by  Mr.  S.  Deck- 
er, and  the  lower  front  as  a  drug  store  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Ilerron,  who  had  consider- 
able alcohol,  oil,  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  other  combustible  matter  in  the  cel- 
lar.   The  confligration  was  sudden  and  great,  raingling  the  hot  cor.tents  of  the 
sioVds  into  the  cellar  with  those  combustible  materials. 
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In  the  M'inter  of  18-12-3, our  Legislature,  in  iheir  \visdomancl  lo\e  of  power  as 
a  party,  divided  the  State  into  seven  Congressional  Districts,  and  they  i^o'-  ger. 
rymandered"  that  there  was  but  one  Whig  District,  (the  7th}.  The  idea  came 
into  my  mind  to  issue  a"  Campaign  sheet"' for  the  purpose  of  showing  their  great 
wisdom  in  thus  depriving  some  of  the  districts  of  a  whig  representative.  And 
as  I  was  tlien  at  work  in  the  office  of  the  Messrs.  Butler,  I  issued,  on  the  2;?d  of 
.March,  lS-13,  the  first  number  of-  The  Gerrymander,''  in  which  was  a  map  of 
each  district  with  a  representation  of  the  "  animal" 'it  resembled.  The  first 
was  called  "  the  swing  tailed  roarer  ;"  the  second  "  he  goat;"  the  tliird  th« 
'■  porcupine  ;"  the  fourth  "'  the  Bureau   entire  swine  ;"  the  fifth  "  the  non-des- 


cnpt ,"  [I  hoie  gi\e  ym  a   miniatnip  ."^fop  ol  i*,  comprising  the  followinp  couri 


i|o 


i'?.LiiG%\vn  Lixrs  or  Illinois. 


tie«,  asKJiovrn  in  numsral  rotation,  viz:  Peori.i,  Fnlfon,  Schuyler.  Brotvn,  Ad- 
ajTiB,  Pikfj,  ('aihoun.  Green,  Jersey  and  Maooiipin.*]  the  sixth  "'the  Jo  Davis' 
and  the  saventh  r.iu;  '•  K;ii!?ar:.o."" 


retter; 


This  little  sheet  advocated  the '-Mill  Boy  of  the  Slashes,"  and  was  discon-- 
linued  after  the  August  election  of  that  year.  On  the  first  of  April,  1844. 1  al- 
so published  the  '•  Peoria  Cireclory,"  a  bound  book  of  124  pages,  vi-hich  was  the 
first  book  ever  printed  and  bound  in  Peoria.  Mr.  S.  H.  Davis  was  the  printer, 
and  F.  J.  Eriggs  the  binder.  In  Juiy,  1845,  James  Kirkpatrick  commenced  the 
publication  of  the  "  Peoria  American."  and  was  the  first  paper  in  the  Stats 
that  placed  the  name  of  "  Roi:gh  and  Ready'  ct  the.  head  of  its  colcohimns. 

*  Here  you  have  a  Characalurr  of  the  Buf.rirt.  which  bears  a  faint  resemblanci;- 
to  the  picture  on  "  Piaf.a  Rock,""  described  by  the  French.     See  ante.  p.  26 
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'  Tb«  '''  Niji»t««nth  Century,"  a  National  Reform  paper,  wm  started  in  Septem- 
ber, 1848,  by  Messrs.  J.  R.  Watson  and  D.  D.  Irons.  This  paper  was  continued 
ft  few  months  when  the  establishment  Tvas  sold  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  and  thg  pa- 
per merged  in  the  •'  Peoria  American."'* 

The  Peoria  office  of  Mr.  O'Rielly's  Telegrah  line  went  into  operation,  on  Fri- 
day, 16th  of  June,  1848,  and  was  opened  by  Mr.  R.  Chadwick,  and  the  first 
•emmunication  was  received  as  follows. — At  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  signal  for 
Springfield  was  given,  as  that  was  the  nearest  office,  and  the  answer  "Aye» 
aye,"  in  these  characters  ( . .  . . )  returned  back.  Communication  was  then  so" 
licited  with  St.  Louis,  informing  them  that  Peoria  was  calling.  At  about  9o'- 
cleck,  P.  M.,  the  following  communication  was  sent,  by  the  Editor  of  the  Peo- 
ha  Register,  to  the  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  viz  :  "  Respects  of  th» 
Peoria  Register  to  the  Whig  presses  of  St.  Louis.  The  praries  are  on  fire  for 
Rough  and  Ready.  The  Illinois  boys  who  stood  by  the  "  old  man"  at  Buena. 
Vista,  will  not  desert  him  on  the  7th  of  November.'' 

These  communications  were  received  and  sent  by  him,  from  the  sound  of  tha 
■aagnet,  without  the  aid  of  the  register. 

There  is  a  brilliant  future  in  prospect  for  us,  and  this  portion  of  our  Union, 
where  we  possess  so  many  facilities  by  "  lightning  Steam  and  water"  com- 
■junication.  Two  greater  days  were  never  known  in  the  world  than  were  tho 
7th  and  BtU  of  November,  1848.  The  7th  waa  a  day  set  apart  by  the  Represen- 
tatives of  this  great  Republie  for  the  choice  of  a  Ruler.  Accordingly  the  peopl« 
met  en  viasse  at  their  several  places  for  depositing  their  votes  for  such  a 
Ruler,  amounting  to  2,872,056.  They  cast  their  votes  and  the  polls  closed  with 
the  day.  On  the  following  day,  by  the  hour  of  12  at  noon,  the  result  of  th^ir 
choice  by  their  votes  was  communicated  full  2,000  miles  abroad,  in  this  Repub- 
lic.   The  vote  of  Boston  was  known  ie  Peoria  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Intelligence  was  in  no  age  of  the  world  so  eiteosively  communicated,  and 
with  such  speed ;  for  it  apparently  outstrips  Old  Time,  even  should  he  caat 
away  his  "  glass  and  sythe  and  spread  his  pinions  wide."  Instance  the  follow- 
ing, reported  from  St.  Louis,  by  our  "  lightning  line,'"  as  our  newspaper  editow 
prefix  to  "despatches  by  telegraph."  A  despatch  was  received  from  Philadelphia, 
dated  February,  21st,  1849,  55  minutes  past  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  which  was  receiv- 
ed et  St.  Louis  at  55  minutes  past  12  o'clock,  P.  M.,  outstripping  Time  just  on* 
hour,  or,  rather,  showing  the  difference  between  St.  Louis  and  Philadelphia 
time.    This  dispatch  was  sent  direct  from  Philadelphia. 

President  Taylor's  first  message  was  received  by  telegraph  at  Peoria  for  th» 
Daily  Champion,  the  first  part  of  which  reached  Peoria  in  one  hour  and  35  rain- 
ntes  after  its  delivery  at  Washington  City,  and  but  for  some  delay  along  th« 
eastern  line,  would  have  been  in  readiness  for  type  in  less  timn  11  hours  after 
delivery  in  Washington  City. 

The  first  daily  paper  ever  published  in  this  city  was  called  the  "  Dailt  Rsa- 
HTKH,"  Picket  ^  Woodcoci:,  publishers.     The  first  number  was  issued  on  tho 


•  This  paper  died  with  its  editor  and  proprietor,  who  was  kilUd  by  the  fialling 
#f  th«  R*gi8t«r  offif-9,  Jnnnary  tCth,  IS.'iO — ge«aBt«.  p.  118. 
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28th  of  June,  1848;  the  paper,  however  was  not  sustained  and  U«  pubiicauon 
wasBUepended  about  three  months  after  its  commencement. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1849,  Messrs.  Pickett  &  DaTis  (second  son  of  tha 
late  Samuel  H.  Davis)  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Register  the  first  number  of 
the  "  PiSORiA  Daily  Champion."  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  stale 
thet  the  sensor  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  and  Daily  Champion  commenced 
his  trade  with  Messrs.  Bnxton  and  Wolford  about  IS  years  since,  and  may  con- 
sequently be  considered  one  of  the  "  Patriarchs"  of  ihe  art  in  Peoria,  while  the 
janior  can  say  he  commenced  with  his  father,  (who  was  one  of  the  best  prac' 
tical  printers  in  the  West,)  and  has,  in  Peoria,  grown  with  its  growth,  and 
etrengthened  with  its  strength." 

After  the  offic«  of  the  Register  and  Daily  Champion  was  destroyed,  a  few 
""  small  plea"  type  ^ve^e  found  in  another  building  occupied  as  a  job  office. — 
From  this  the  Daily  Champion  was  continued  in  a  quarto  form,  or  half  its  for- 
mer size,  till  about  the  first  of  May,  by  one  of  the  firm,  (H.  K.  W.  Davis,)  in 
the  mean  time  arrangements  were  made  by  him  to  re-establish  the  Peoria  Reg- 
ister, from  which  Mr.  T.  J.  Pickett,  had  withdrawn  as  a  partner  in  that  estab- 
lishment. After  several  unsuccessful  eflorts  by  Mr.  Davis  to  recussitate  tho 
Register  &  Champion,  he  disposed  of  the  type  remainingof  the  job  office,  to 
Mr.  Pickett,  about  the  first  of  July,  and  left  the  city — the  seat  of  (to  him)  so 
many  disasters,  (the  loss  of  his  office,  and  unsucceasful  attempt  to  recussitato 
the  old  Register,  Phoenix  like,  from  its  ashes.) 

While  Mr.  Davis  was  endeavoring  to  establish  the  Register,  Mr.  Pickett  had 
■purchaced  a  new  press  and  type,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1850,  issued  an  en- 
larged and  improved  sheet  (compared  with  the  Peoria  Register)  under  the  cog- 
nomen of  "  Peoria  Rspublican,"  with  a  much  longer  subscription  list  than 
any  former  paper  in  this  city,  as  well  as  advertising  patronage,  and  is  well  sus- 
tained as  a  Whig  journal  in  its  vicinity  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Woodcock,  who  had  been  a  former  partner  in  the  Register  with  3Ir. 
Pickett,  purchased  the  American  office,  for  a  job  office,  at  which  office  we  now 
issue  our  "  Record  and  Historical  View,"  now  before  you. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1851,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hitchcock,  Editor,  and  Harriman  Couch, 
Publisher,  issued  the  first  miiTAber  of  an  independent  weekly  paper  in  this  City. 
And  this  FIF'T'H  day  of  March  closes  my  History  and  Statistics  of  Peoria,  in  a 
Book  now  before  you,  and  this  is  the  second  bound  book,  published  in  Peoria, 
what  it  is  my  readers  have  by  this  time  learned,  leaving  this  to  your  judgement. 
Thus  I  close  the  typo-graphy  of  our  city,  and  will  now  proceed  to  give  ray 
readers  a  short  sketch  of  telegraphy  in  city  and  state. 

I  have  been  favored  with  the  following  statement  relating  to  the  Telegraph 
receipts  in  our  cily,  and  extent  in  our  State,  by  Mr.  Eli  Chadwick,  as  entered 
on  the  office  books  in  this  city,  vvhich  I  give,  as  follow* : 

"  The  business  done  at  the  Telegi-aph  station  in  this  city  is  constantly  increas- 
ing. During  the  month  of  May  there  were  750  mesisages  sent  and  received  here 
— the  gross  receipt  being  $178  94,"  and  during  the  month  of  Jime  tbere  were 
697  Messages  sent  and  received  here — the  gross  receipts  being  $193  02  In  \h9 
thre«  la«t  monJihK  endwg  the  yesr  1850,    They  were  tts  follows,  viz ; 
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October,  there  were  749,  messages  the  gross  receipts  being  $203  87 

^o^-^^^or 874  '. ; :; :; :§254  75 

December, /6/ ^211   76 

which,  if  the  expenses  in  keeping  up  the  lateral  lines  were  not  soch  adraw- 
back,  the  stock  of  the  principal  lice  would  pay  handsomely,  Quincy  is  a  smart 
sort  of  a  place  ;  but  we  have  to  support  the  Telegraph  for  her."— Dem.  Presis 

Peoria  is  the  head-quarters  of  the  telegraphic  line  in  this  State.  Francis  V«- 
ris,  being  its  President,  and  Lewis  Howell,  another  very  efficient  citizen,  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  in  this  State,  located  at  this  city.  A  sketch  of  this 
line,  known  asj  the  "  Illinais  and  Mississippi  Telegraph  Line,"  I  will  here  give 
my  readers,  as  taken  from  the  office  map  and  Eketch,  as  furnished  me  by  Mr- 
Chadwick,  the  Telegrapher.* 

"  That  portion  of  the  "  Great  Atlantic,  Lake  and  Mississippi  Range"  of  Tel- 
egraph lines,  constructed  by  the  indefatigable  O'Rielly,  which  bears  the  above 
title,  comprises  that  part  extending  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Chicago,  EL,  Du- 
Buque,  Muscatine  and  Davenport,  Iowa,  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  and  Hannibal^ 
'  Mo.,  passing  through  such  principal  cities  and  towns,  as  follows,  crossing  the 
Mississippi  five  times  and  the  Illinois  twice,  vis  :  From  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  cross- 
ing the  Mississippi,  north  to  Alton,  111.,  24  miles  ;  thence  northwardly,  to  Jack- 
sonville, passing  through  the  towns  of  Delhi,  Jersey ville,  Kane,  Carrollton, 
White  Hall  and  Manchester,  72  miles  ;  from  Jacksonville  in  an  easternly  di- 
section,  (following  the  Railroad,)  to  Springfisld,  35  miles;  (making  131  mile*, 
from  St  Louis,);  fromJSpringfield,  north,  to  Peoria,  passing  through  Middletown^, 
Delevan,  Dillon,  (leaving  Tremont  a  mile  or  more  on  the  east,)  and  Groveland,. 
65  miles,  (169  miles  fromSt.  Louis);  from  Peoria,  north  to  Peru,  passing  through 
Chillicothe  and  Henry,  65  miles  ;  from  Peru  N.  E.  to  Ottawa,  (15  miles,,  to 
Morris  and  Lockport,  following  the  canal  to  Chieago,  a  distance  of  95  miles 
from  Peru,  and  160  miles  from  Peoria— total  from  St.  Louis  356  miles.  Thia 
comprises  what  may  be  styled  the  original  main  Line. 

At  Jacksonville  the  line  branches  off  in  a  norihwsstemly  direction,  paaaing 
through  New  Lexington  to  Beardstown,  on  the  Illinois  River,  24  miles  ;  thenoa 
across  the  river,  through  Frederickville,  and  N.  W.  to  RushviUe,  12  miles ^ 
from  Rushville,  S.  W.  through  Ripley,  to  Mt.  Slevling ;  thence  nearly  west, 
through  Clayton  and  Columbus,  to  Quincy;  a  distance  of  60  miles ;  (and  196 
miles  from  Peoria);  from  Quincy,  north,  through  Ursa,  Lima,  and  Warsaw, 
crossing  the  Mississippi  at  Churchville,  Mo.;  thence  N.  E.,  to  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
42  miles;  from  Keokuk,  N.  W.  through  Montrose  and  Fort  Madison,  to  Burling- 
ton, 40  miles ;  from  Bui'lington  it  leaves  tho  river  to  the  right  and  takes  a  north- 
westerly direction  to  the  town  of  Wapello  the  county  seat  of  Louisa  county, 
15  or  20  miles  from  the  Mississippi,  on  Iowa  River ;  thence  N.  E.  to  Mascatirift, 
(formerly  Bloomington,)  60  miles ;  thence  up  the  Mississippi  to  Davenport, 
where  it  recrosses  the  river  to  Rock  Island,  III. ,  31  railet.  This  comprises  what 
may  be  styled  the  Southern  Branch,  from  Jacksonville  to  Rock  Island  is  86% 
miles,  from  St.  Louis  365  miles,  and  from  Peoria  369  railea. 
♦  See  ant«.  p.  78.,  a  map  of  the  State  sbowiog  theaq  Unet. 
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AlQuiney,  on  this  branch,  iho  Lino  make*  atill  another  email  braaeh.ruH- 
fling  south  and  a  little  east,  following  the  Illinois  eidc  ef  the  Missisiippi  River, 
to  within  one  mile  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  whera  it  erosees ;  the  distance  froai  Quia- 
«y  to  Hannibal  being  20  miles,  and  116  miles  from  Peoria  ;  from  Peoria  north- 
ward to  Du  Buque,  Iowa. 

At  Peru  the  Line  takes  a  seeond  breinch,  which  may  be  etyled  the  NorUi 
Branch,  running  from  Peru,  in  a  north  west  direction  to  Diion,  on  Rook  River, 
ft  distance  of  45  miles  ;  thence  N.  W.,  through  the  towns  of  Carroll  and  Eliza- 
beth, to  Galena,  65  miles;  from  thence  crossing  the  Mississippi  River,  (fortha 
5th  time,)  at  Du  Buque,  Iowa,  12  miles ;  being  122  miles  from  Peru,  187  miles 
from  Peoria,  and  338  miles  from  S^t.  Louis.  The  whole  distance  from  St.  Louia, 
on  the  above  named  branches,  adding  to  these  the  20  miles  of  the  Hannibal 
branch,  making  767  miles  ;  the  whole  distance  over  which  this  Line  audits 
branches  extend.  Thie  Line,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  in  point  of  distance 
of  extension,  covers  a  large  portion'  of  our  country,  linking  together  the  three 
States  of  Illinois,  Miasouri  and  Iowa.  Connecting  with  other  lines  on  the  north 
and  south,  which  extend  eastward  to  New  York  and  Boston,  and  southward  to 
New  Orleans. 

The  citizens  of  these  three  State  have  faeilities  in  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
making  Peoria  nearly  central.  The  reader  may  think  I  have  entered  into  too- 
many  minuties  in  this  sketch,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  this  sketch  enter*  into  Pe- 
•ria's  history  eventually. 

MYSTERIES  OF  THE  TELEGRAPH. 

"The  magnetic  telegraph  will  forever  remaia  a  mystery  to  the  great  mass  of 
the  people,  and  the  pardonable  ignorance  which  people  display  coHcemin^  it, 
often  gives  birth  te  curious  remarks.  Not  long  ago,  an  old  lady  entered  O'Rei- 
lly's office,  in  this  city,  and  said  she  bad  a  message  to  send  to  WheeliMg.  In 
ft  few  moments  her  note  was  deposited  in  a  dumb  waiter,  and  ascended  in  a 
mysterious  manner  through  the  ce  iling. 

'  Is  that  going  etmight  to  Wheeling  V  inquired  the  old  lady  with  her  eyee  beat 
t^on  the  ceiling. 

'  Yes,  ma'am,'  answered  the  clerk. 

'  I  never  was  there,'  continued  she,  '  but  it  hardly  seems  possible  that  thart 
town  lies  in  that  direction.    When  will  I  get  an  answer,  Mr.  Telegraph.' 

'  I  can  scarcely  tell,  ma'am — it  may  bo  two  or  three  hours.' 

The  old  lady  went  away  and  returned  in  exactly  two  hours.  Just  as  she  en- 
tered, the  dumb  waiter  came  down  through  the  ceiling. 

'  There  is  your  answer,  ma'am,'  said  the  clerk. 

The  old  lady  took  the  neat  yellow  envelope  in  her  hand,  with  a  smile  of  min- 
gled gratification  and  astonishment.  '  Now  this  beats  all,'  exclaimed  she. — ■ 
'  Bless  my  heart !  All  the  way  from  Wheeling,  and  the  wafer  still  wet.  That's 
ftn  awkward  looking  box  but  it  can  travel  like  pizen  !'  "— Pittsburg  Journal 
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Q'oservftlieiis  ou  tke  liiiiiaii  War,  and  ludiaiis  of  fearia, —Poniiaa  aad  Win 
Death. — Chief  Sonatclnvine  and  his  Village. — Their  Hunting  Grounds.— 
Extinction  of  the  Peoria  Tribs  of  Indian*. — Cbap-je*  tbul  havo  tak^^n  placa 
in  tha  face  of  the  Coiintrj-,  Srreami.  Arc. 
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Thirty-two  years  ago  not  a  single  human  being  u'vTrlt.  oa  the  lite  of  the  Ciiif 
Feoria.  Tha  old  Indian  war-path  from  the  Wabash  to  the  Dea  Moines,  (crossing 
tbe  Illinois  st  this  place,)  which  was  made  by  the  Piankeshaws  and  Weas  of 
the  former,  and  the  Sour  and  Foxes,  and  other  we^tsrn  tribei ;  which  path 
wa»  vi«»hle  across  the  praries  and  blufTs  of  tho  Kickspoo,  in  many  plseea  be- 
tween here,  Knoiville,  and  the  Missisgippi,  as  lata  as  1839.  But  twenty  years 
before  this  date,  at  the  time  Eads  and^his  companions  landed  here,  (April  19, 
1819)  no  one  lived  here,  not  even  the  Indianiat  that  time. 

"  Lo  THE  Poor  Indian,"  said  the  polished  peet,  y«'hen  he  asked  attention  to 
kii  forlorn  and  yet  simple  condition,  and  ever  has  the  feeling  heart  ached  for 
the  poor  Indian's  fate,  since  in  tha  new  world  he  became  tko  prey  t»  th»  whits 
man's  ararice.  Who  can  wonder  that  the  unfortunate  aborigines  are  melting 
away  before  the  gradual  advance  of  civilization  ?  The  introduction  of  arJonr 
spirits  or  "fire-water,"  among  tha  Indians,  is  a  potent  ca»se  of  their  moral  am 
physical  deterioration.  Its  devastating  effects  are  witnessed  in  the  gradua' 
wasting  away  of  the  various  tribes,  as  well  through  the  diseases  which  fre 
quent  intoxication  produces,  as  by  the  agency  of  the  ferociou.?  warfare  of  whiek 
it  is  often  the  exciting  cause. 

The  cseuse  that  led  to  the  almost  annihilation  of  the  Peoria  tribe,  an  ether  ol 
the  lUiai  Confederacy,  ia  given  by  Lieut.  Pike,  in  his  travels  to  the  sourcea  ol 
the  Mississippi,  as  follows  : 

"  By  killing  the  old  Sauk  Chief,  Pontiac,  the  Illinois,  Cahokias,  Kasktiskiaa 
»nd  Peorias,  kindled  a  war  with  tho  allied  nations  of  the  Souks  and  Reynarda* 
which  has  been  the  eause  of  the  almost  entire  destruction  of  the  former  nation." 
The  death  of  this  great  chief  who  had  a  perfect  hatred  to  the  British  or  "  Eng- 
lish dogs,"  as  he  called  them,  came  by  the  hand  of  an  Indian,  who  was  either 
commissioned  by  one  of  tha  English  Governors,  (as  some  Whites  have  it,)  or  ia- 
•tigated  by  the  lovs  he  bore  the  English  nation.  While  Pontiac  was  making  » 
speech  before  a  Council  in  the  Illinois  country,  he  plunged  his  knife  into  his  heart 
as  soon  as  he  had  done  speaking,  in  the  year  1767.  • 

The  celebrity  of  Pontiac,  as  will  as  the  distinguished  part  he  took  in  tha  la- 
4i*n  wars  of  the  West,  and  especially  in  Illinois,  does  not  warrant  the  truth  of 
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this  asserijon.  The  manner  of  his  death  is  some  what  different  as  I  have  it  from 
Mr.  Pierre  Maiiard,  Jun.,  who  lives  a  few  miles  south  of  this  city.  I  have  con- 
versed with  him  often  on  the  subject  cf  the  first  settlement  of  Peoria,  (he  bein^ 
a  decendant  of  the  original  French  claimantr,  and  owner  of  Loir  an4  wa« 
acquainted  with  the  Fultons,  Eads,  and  others  in  the  Kaskaskia  country,  and 

with  many  of  the  Indians,  as  ha  was  born  and  rearod  in  their  neighborhood). 

He  says  that  he  has  often  heard  it  talked  of  by  his  father.  Col.  Pierre  Menard, 
and  other  old  French3  setl'iers  of  Kaskaskia— and  that  Pontiac's  last  residece 
was  near  St.  Louis — that  he  came  to  Kaskaskia  on  a  visit  to  the  Indians.  Mr. 
St.  Ange  da  Belle  Risve  endeavored  to  difsuadc  him  from  making  the  visit, 
knowing  that  there  was  but  little  friendship  existing  between  him  and  the  Brit- 
tisb.  Pontiac  answered  him  by  saying,— "  Captain,  I  arn  a  man !  1  know 
how  to  figh: !  I  have  always  foKght  openly  !  They  will  not  murder  me  !  And 
if  any  one  attacks  me  as  a  brave  man,  I  am  his  match  .'"  It  is  said  that  an  In- 
dian who  was  bribed  by  the  promise  of  a  barrel  of  "  fire  water,"  got  him  drunk 
— decoyed  him  out  around  the  corner  of  a  picket  fence,  at  Cahokie,  about 
five  miles  below  St.  Louis,  and  there  plunged  a  knife  into  his  heart,  after  fel- 
ling him  first  with  a  tommahawk.  This  murder  arroused  the  vengence  of  thft 
Indian  tribes  frien<lly  to  Pontile,  whicn  brought  about  the  succeseive  wars  and 
almost  total  extinction  of  the  lltini  nation- 

Pontiac  was  a  remarkably  well- looking  man,  nice  in  his  person,  and  full  of 
taste  in  his  dress,  and  in  the  management  of  his  ornaments.  His  complexion 
is  said  to  have  approached  that  of  the  whites.  His  origin  is  still  uncertain, 
for  some  have  supposed  him  to  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Ottawas,  others  to  the 
Miarais,  &t.;  but  Col.  Chouteau,  Sen.,  of  St.  Louis,  who  knew  him  well,  is  of 
tke  opinion  that  he  was  a  Niptssing. 

The  last  of  the  old  resident  Chiefs  in  this  part  of  Illinois,  was  old  Senache- 
wtne,  a  Pottawatomy.  He  resided  and  died  at  Senaehewine  village  which  lies 
on  the  vvestside  of  Illinois,  a  short  distance  above  the  village  of  Chillicothe,in 
the  N.  E.  corner  of  Peoria  county.  Gomer's  village  lies  on  the  east  side,  near- 
ly  opposita  Chillicothe.  Gomo.  as  some  have  it,  was  the  Chief  in  the  last  war, 
(1812).  Senaehewine  succeeded  him,  and  was  a  frier-dly  Chief,  and  the  last 
resident  Chief  of  the  tribe  here.  He  died  and  was  buried  at  his  village,  in  1832- 
"33,  near  a  stream  called  the  Senaehewine,  that  empties  into  the  Illinois  river, 
about  22  miles  above  this  city,  or  head  of  Peoria  Lake.  (See  the  view  of  thi« 
Lake,  and  Illinois  valley  from  Prospect  Hill,  page  112). 

The  following  lines  are  from  the  pen  of  J.  M.  Bryant,  Esq.,  written  by  him 
eome  years  §ince  "  upon  the  death  of  the  venerable  Chief  Senaehewine,"  of 
the  village  bearing  his  name  near  the  present  town  of  Chillicothe,  in  tbis  coun- 
ty.* They  have  been  before  this  in  print,  but  they  are  none  the  less  meritori- 
trns,  for  which  reason  I  wrote  to  him  for  a  copy,  to  give  them  a  place  in  my  Hii- 
tor^r.  In  his  letter  of  the  22nd  December,  1850,  he  says,  "  I  send  you  the  line* 
upon  the^eath  of  Senaehewine,  as  you  desire.  You  are  at  liberty  to  use  them 
a»  you  please—  •>  •  *  *  particularly  as  you  have  thought  it 
worthy  to  be  perpetuated  in  the  form  you  propose :" 
•  See  ante,  p.  69. 


SENACttEWINE'S  GRAVE. 

lie  sleeps  beneath  the  spreading  skade,  ^  ■ 

Where  woods  and  wide  savannahs  meat, 
Where  sloping  hills  around,  have  made  ■  i '  "' 

A  quiet  valley,  green  and  sweet.  -  .        .        ,■ 

A  stream  that  bears  his  name,  and  flows. 

In  glimm'ring  gushes  from  the  West, 
Makes  a  light  murm'ring  as  it  goes, 
.   ■.•:-..';  Beside  his  lovely  place  of  rest.  '  '         '  •'      ': 

r-v-    -  And  here  the  silken  blue  grass  Springs.      •     ''';  "■■•■:< 

Low  bending  with  the  morning  dew,      ..■■.':;>,  ■.    .  •  ./., 

The  red-bird  in  the  thicket  sings,  ,\'  .■;    ;        '     ■ ,  _    £ 

'■'■'-  And  blossoms  nod  of  various  hue.  ,     ' .'  ■   .• 

.\  Oh,  spare  his  rest  I     Oh,  level  not  '       ..... 

The  trees,  whose  boughs  above  it  play* 
Nor  break  the  turf  that  clothes  the  spot, 

Nor  clog  the  riv'let's  winding  way.* 
For  he  wa«  of  un blenching  eye, 

Honor'd  in  youth — rever'd  in  age — 
Of  princely  port,  and  bearing  high. 

And  brave,  and  eloquent,  and  sage. 
Ah !  scorn  not  that  a  tawny  skin 

Wrapp'd  his  strong  arm  arid  ample  breait ; 
A  noble  soul  was  thro'ued  within. 
As  the  pale  Saxon  e'er  possess'd. 
Beyond  the  broad  Atlantic  deep. 
In  mausoleums  rich  and  vast, 
Earth's  early  kings  and  heroes  sleep. 
Waiting  the  Angel's  trumpet  blast. 
As  proud  in  form  and  mien  was  he 

Who  sleeps  beneath  the  verdant  sod, 
And  shadowed  forth  as  gloriously 
The  image  of  th'  Eternal  God. 
Their's  is  the  monumental  pile, 

With  lofty  titles  'graved  on  stone, 
The  vaulted  roof,  the  fretted  aisle- 
He  sleeps  unhonor'd  and  alone. 
A.  scene  he  lov'd  around  liim  lies, 

These  blooming  plains,  outspreading  far, 
River,  and  vale,  and  boundless  skies. 

With  sun,  and  clouds,  and  shining  star. 
He  knew  each  pathway-  through  the  wood, 
Each  dell  unwarm'd  by  sunshine's  gleam. 
Where  the  brown  pheasant  led  hsr  brood, 
Or  wild  deer  came  to  drink  the  stream. 
Oft  has  he  gaz'd  from  yonder  hight, 
His  rude, majestic, rocky  throne. 
On  the  fair  reaims  beneath  his  sight. 

And  proudly  call'd  them  all  liis  own. 
Then  leave  him  still  his  quiet  nook. 

Ye  who  have  grasp'd  his  wide  domain. 
The  trees,  the  flow'rs,  the  grasa,  the  brook. 
Nor  stir  his  slumb'ring  dust  again. 

*  Seiiathewine  Creek  enters  the  Illinois  near  Chiliicoth*. 


Sines  Eai^<  fiR-d  Bub?equentBetii!ers  have  located  ihemselTea  el  thia  placo  up 
to  the  Black  H3.%\  k  v.ii.r,  in  183"2,  a  few  ludiuiis  occasionally  visited  them  from 
.S«;achevii»ie  riliJige  aJid  other  pans,  b'.ii  siace  ttie  vv»r,  scares  an  Indittn  hii* 
teee.-ifccnou  lh«  Military  Tract.  The  Peorias  having  all  iefl  long  before— 
drivfuaway  by  the  Kit-kupoos  cncl  Potawatomies  who  made  this  ibeir  hunlinif 
ground  at  or  about  the  tiats  we  chronicle'  as  the  first  foundins  of  the  town  and 
BOW  city  of  Peoria,  viz  :  tlie  nineteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  1619. 

The  Indians  infurmed  our  first  settlers  that  bat  &  few  years  prior,  and  evan 
since  the  last  War  with  England,  Deer,  ill's,  and  Bear  were  to  bs  foaad  on  and 
skout  Peoria,  and  the  Kiekapoo  bottoias  and  bluffs,  as  well  as  on  the  opposite 
bottom  lands  in  Tazewell  aad  Woodford  Ccunti?o. 

The  Peoria  tribe  of  Indians,  no  doubt,  from  the  remnins  of  old  dwellings  end 
jrraves  near  the  Lake,  lhe.t  are  occasionally  opened  is  excavating  for  cellars, 
&t.  were  once  permaosntlf  located  here,  and  opposite  this  place,  where  now 
there  is  a  large  growth  of  timber,  there  was  once  an  Indian  cornfield,  which  is 
well  known  to  some  of  our  oldest  inhabitants.  When  they  came  here,  quite  an 
extensive  prairie  or  old  cornfield  waiS  visible,  and  was  callsd  by  the  Fresich  set- 
tlers in  their  time  of  occupancy,  ■' au  Fm.  du  Lac  Prezni'e,"  between  the  tsr- 
mination  of  the  bridge  and  the  bluff  opposite,  bordering  on  each  oide  of  Farm 
Creek,  that  used  to  enter  the  river  just  above  the  bridge,*  but  for  ten  ortvv«lv» 
years  past,  it  has  found  a  passage  through  to,  and  enters  the  ocuth  corner  of  ths 
Lake,  nearly  a  mile  southeast  of  its  old  terminus. 

At  the  time  the  Peoria  Indians  resided  here,  thi.s  State  was  known  as  the  In. 
dian  Territory,  or  the  back  wood  wihlernesss  of  the  "  Far  West,"  "  near  ths 
setting  sun,"  wliere  the  Indian  reamed  at  large,  and  whence  the  white  man 
«oon  drove  him  from  his  home  further  luest.  In  that  brief  peried  of  time  ma- 
ny wonderful  changes  have  taken  place,  both  physically  and  morally.  I  nee;3 
scarcely  recur  to  the  magic  change  ^vhich  the  face  of  this  country  now  exhibits 
teemino-  as  it  now  does  with  the  energy  and  indomitable  enterprise,  which  th« 
Tesources  of  the  country  and  the  benefits  of  civil  and  religious  institutions 
conld  inspire.  Where  but  a  few  years  ago  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness,  in  all 
iti  natural  grandeur  and  magnificence,  where  nothing  disturbed  the  Btillness  of 
the  forest,  save  the  twang  of  the  Red  Man's  bow,  as  he  speed  along  those  ohrj-g- 
t*l  ttreams,  or  climbed  the  rocky  brow  of  some  towering  steep  in  pursuit  of  lh« 
d«er  or  buffalo,  now  are  seen  cities,  toAvns,  and  villiage?,  crowded  with  their 
churches,  their  colleges  and  academies,  their  common  schools,  those  eihaugtleig 
minss  of  intellectual  wealth,  with  the  arts,  manufactures  and  commerce,  which 
kave  given  to  this  then  almost  uninhabited  wilderness,  a  capacity  requisite  to 
feed  the  starving  millions  of  poor  famine -stricken  Ireland,  and  which  has  Esag- 
nified  a  small  and  scattered  number  of  self-relying  people  into  the  might  and 
power  they  now  maintain  among  the  inhabitants  of  their  sister  states. 

The  Peoria  Indians.  aft«.r  having  been  expelled  from  their  Tilliages,  hare  by 
th»  imore  powerful  tribes  and  the  white  man,  took  refuge  at  Ka»k»ekia.     Subse 

*See  ante,  p.  28,  where  two  Indtani  are  repretenled  in  a  fanoe  in  th«  montk 
•f  th»  cre^k. 
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*ijtiie«tly,  tinder  the  American  Government,  their  hunting  grounds  were  m'the  ri- 
^inity  of  St.  Genevieve.  It  was  however  on  the  prairies  of  Kaskaskia,  that 
"Shey  were  finally  destroyed  by  their  enemies  and  the  use  of  "  fire  water."  Th  e 
4ast  attack  upon  them  was  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  other  allied  tribes. — 
From  Hennepin's  account  in  1680  and  Coxe  in  1693,  compared  vviih  thi?  in 
1800,  they  must  in  the  interval  have  diminished  ^reatly ;  and  now  scarcely  a 
straggling  Indian,  his  dog  or  a  beaver,  is  left  in  the  state.  Well  may  we  ax- 
■«lairn,  "  Lo,  the  poor'  LndianI" 


But  the  white  man  visited  him  in  his  forest  home,  and  he  no  longer  held  com- 
"munion  with  nature,  or  loved  so  well  to  chase  the  wild  deer  or  hunt  the  elk  > 
he  rather  chose  to  drink  the  "  fire  water,"  and  join  the  councils  of  his  oppres:-- 
«r8  till  he  found  himself  a  stranger  in  his  own  lands  ;  his  hearth  stone  desolaie, 
and  the  bones  of  his  fathers  desecrated.  So  it  has  been  wiih  these  tiibes. — 
They  have  now  turned  their  faces  towards  the  seiting  sun,  and  found  a  nf  w 
home  far  from  the  bones  of  their  warrior  sires  ;  whence  they  will  soon  be  jostlyi 
by  the  "  onward"  spirit  of  the  age. — Well  might  the  warrior  hav«  said  to  'wiM 
jjeople : — ■  "  The  i>ale  face  is  a  singing  bird  ! 

Hungry  and  crafty  as  the  kite  ; 

And  ye  his  cunning  songs  have  heard. 

Till  like  his  cheek  your  hearts  were  white  ! 

Till  for  his  fire  drinks  &nd  his  gold. 

Your  fathers  "bones  their  sona  have  Bold  !'" 


130  TNBIA.\  WAR    DANCE   DKSCRiDBB. 

Ill  a  hiflioncal  ineniuir  «{  the  Indians,  published  in  tlie  A'orth  American  Re- 
view, and  attributed  to  the  pen  of  one  of  our  ministers  to  France,  there  is  a 
description  of  a  war-dance,  from  which  the  follow  ing  extract  is  made  : 

"  An  Indian  War  Dance  is  an  imporlant  occurrence  in  the  passing  events  o£ 
a  village.  The  whole  population  is  assembled,  and  a  feast  provided  for  ail. 
The  warriors  are  painted  and  prepared  as  for  battle.  A  post  is  firmly  planted 
in  the  ground,  and  the  singers,  the  drummers  and  other  musicians,  are  sealed 
within  the  circle  formed  by  the  dancers  and  spectators.  The  music  and  the 
dancers  begin.  The  warriors  exert  themselves  w'ith  great  energy.  Every  mus- 
cle is  in  action  :  and  there  is  the  most  perfect  concord  between  the  music  and 
the  irmovement!.*  They  brandish  their  weapons,  and  with  such  apparent  fury, 
that  fatal  accidents  seem  unavoidable.  Presently  a  warrior  leaves  the  circle 
and  with  his  tomahawk  or  casse-tete,  strike.^  the  post.  The  music  and  dancing 
cease,  and  profound  silence  ensues.  He  then  recounts,  with  a  loud  voice,  his 
military  achievements.  He  describes  the  battles  he  has  fought — the  prisoner 
he  has  captured — the  scalps  he  has  takefli.  He  points  to  his  wounds,  and  pro. 
dnces  his  trophies.  He  accompanies  his  narrative  with  the  actual  representa- 
tion of  his  exploits  ;  and  the  mirnic  engagement,  the  advance  and  the  retreat, 
are  all  exhibited  to  his  nation  as  they  really  occurred.  There  is  no  exaggera- 
tion, no  misrepresentation.  It  w  ould  be  infamoui*  for  a  warrior  to  boast  of  deeds 
he  never  performed.  If  the  attempt  were  made,  some  one  would  approach  and 
throw  dirt  in  his  face,  saying,  "  I  do  this  to  cover  your  shame  ;  lor  the  first  time 
you  see  an  enemy,  you  will  tremble."  But  such  an  indignity  is  rarely  neces- 
sary :  and,  as  the  war  parties  generally  contain  many  individuals,  the  charac- 
ter and  conduct  of  avery  warrior  are  well  known,  ibhouts  of  applause  accom- 
pany the  narration,  proportioned  in  duration  and  intentiiy  to  the  interest  it  ex- 
cites. His  station  in  the  circle  is  then  resumed  by  the  actor,  and  the  dance  pro- 
ceeds, till  it  is  interrupted  in  a  similar  manner. 

'■  In  the  poem  of  Ontwa,  a  scene  like  this  is  so  well  described  that  we  can. 
not  resist  the  temptation  to  transfer  it  to  our  pages.  Of  all  who  have  v.tlempted 
to  embody  in  song,  the  "living  manners"  of  the  Indians,  the  anonymous  author 
of  that  poem  has  been  the  most  suceessful.  His  characters,  traditions  and  de- 
scriptions, have  the  spirit  and  bearing  of  life;  and  the  whole  work  is  not  less 
true  to  nature  than  to  poetry  : 

A  hundred  warriors  now  advance,.  Now  slov.'ly  rise  the  swelling  notes 

All  dressed  and  painted  for  the  dance  ;When  every  crest  more  lively  floats  ; 
And  sounding  club  and  hollow^  skin        Now  tossed  on  high  with  gesture  proud, 

A  slow  and  measured  time  begin  :         Then  lowly  mid  the  circle  bowVJ  ; 
^Vith  rigid  limb  and  sliding  fool.  While  clanging  arms  grow  louder  still. 

And  murmurs  low  the  time  to  suit  ;         Arrd  every  voice  becomes  more  shrill; 
Forever  varying  with  the  sound.  Till  fierce  and  strong  flie  clamor  grows. 

The  ciroliiig  band  moves  round&rouiid.  And  the-  wild  war  1i(H)|i  bids  i;  close- 
Then  starts  Sknnklonga  forth,  whose  band 
Came  from  far  Huron's  siorm-beat  strand. 
And  thu,';  recounts  liis  batile  fenls, 
^^■llile  his  dark  dull  the  measure  beal.s.'" 

*  t^eeante.  p.  p.  in  ,  :!'2.  ^     ''      *  ■■  '  .' 
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J33f  OROANIZATIO.^    OF    THE    COCTTTT    I5TO    TOWtT*. 

A  MAP  OF  PEORIA  COUNTY.— In  the  several  Maps  or  diagrams  I  haTg, 
given  in  the  preceding  pages,  the  location  of  Peoria,  and  the  county  of  Peoria , 
fts  known  in  those  times,  hare  been  faithfully  deliniated.  The  county  was  re- 
si  uced  to  its  present  size  in  1830,  and  holds  a  central  position  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  It  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  "  Military  Tract,"  and  is  bounded  on  th» 
IN'orth  by  Stark  and  Marshall  counties;  on  the  West  by  Knox  and  Fulton,  and 
on  the  Souik  and  East  by  Peoria  Lake  and  Illinois  River,  for  a  distance  of 
50  miles.  It  contains  thirteen  entire  and  eight  fractional  townships,  formerly 
known  by  numerals,  as  shown  on  this  Map.  They  were  sub-divided  by  linos 
to  form  precincts,  as  they  were  called  heretofore,  but  by  the  New  Constitution^ 
and  a  vote  of  the  people,  at  an  election  held  in  November,  1849,  our  county  was 
laid  oflf  into  towns,  in  conformity  to  the  law  for  Township  Organization,  and 
eommissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Aiken,  San- 
born and  Holmes,and  returns  were  made  to  the  proper  authorities,  as  follows,vizi 

"  We  the  undersigned  Commissioners,  residents  of  Peoria  County,  in  the  State 
of  Illinoi.s,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  'an  act  to  provide  for 
Township  Organization,'  &c.  in  force  April,  16th,  1849,  by  the  Hon.  County 
Court  of  said  county,  at  the  December  term  of  said  Court,  A.  D.  1849,  to  divide- 
ihe  said  counlv  into  towns,  &c.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

DAVID  SANBORN.    ; 
GEORGE  HOLMES,  f  Commissionen. 

Peoria.  Feb.  5th,  1850.  MARK  M.  AIKEN,     ) 

Tlie  following  are  the  names  voted  by  each  town,  and  the  territory  embraced: 
~  Territory. 

i  Fractional    townships  6  N.  6  E.  and  7  N.  6  E.^ 
(  together  with  the  Islands,  and  ''the  gore,"  we»i,.. 


Towns. 

Timber, 

Trivoli, 


8  N.  5  E. 
Elmwood,  ■  9  N.  5  E. 

Brimfie-!d,  10  N.  5  E. 

Mill  Brook,,         ,       -  11  N.  5  E. 

Logan,  8  N.  6  E.  and  "  the  gore"  wesfc,  ; 

;         Rosefield,  ,         '  '  9  N.  6  E. 

Jubilee.  10  N.  6  E, 

Princevillwy    •  11  N.  6  E. 

Hollis,  7  N.  7  E. 

Limestone,.  8  N.  7  E. 

.    Kickapoo,  ^  9  N.  7  E.  }  ,■■■ 

Radner,  "  10  N.  7  E. 

Akron,  11  N.  7  E. 

:..      Peoria,  8  N.  8  E.  ■    .  ■      ' 

Richwoods.     -■        ■  9N.  8E.  .        ;.   .  ,-   ,       J.- 

Medina, 10  N.  8  E. 

Hailock.  11  N.  8  E. 

Chillieothfr,  Fractional  town-ships  10  N.  9  E.  and  11  N.  9.  E. 

The  fir.'.t  Town-meeting  for  electing  Township  Officers  under  this  organiza* 
tion  was  held  on  the  2nd,  of  April  1850,  when  the  following  named  sfBcers  wor»- 
elected,  viz  :  William  Hale,  Supervisor, 

John  T.  Lindsav.  Town  Cleric,  Isaac  Underbill,  Assessor, 

Dennis  Blakeley  Justices  of  P.  ft^rK^k-fd^^.n    i  Conetabiea, 

Ja  8  lU.  (  unningham,  ^  Alired  K.  Kidwell.  J  ' 

Jesse  L.  Knowlton.  Collector,  Aquilla  Moffatt,  y 

Amos  A.  Couch,  Overseer  of  Po©r,       Phillip  Kestner.  [  Road  Comnussios4«*. 

John  Thomas,  Pound  3Iaster,  John  8.  Pierce,   ) 
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LISTof  Posr  Offices  and  Post  .Alasters  in  Peoria  County  Marcli  1st.  1351. 


Name  of  Post  Office. 
Peoria, 
Brunswick, 
BriinfiaJd, 
Chillicothe, 
Elmvvood, 
Elmore, 
Helena, 
Hollis, 
Kickapoo, 
Kings-ton  Mines, 
Mount  Hawley, 
Northampton, 
Peoriaville, 
Princeville, 
Robin's  Nest, 
Smithville, 
Southampton, 
Starfield, 
Timber, 
Trivoli, 


Town  located  in. 
Citvof  Peoria, 
Trivoli. 
Brimfield, 
Chillicothe, 
Elmwood , 
Miilbrook, 
Medina, 
Hollis. 
Kickapoo, 
Timber, 
Medina, 
Ha'lock. 
Elmwood, 
Princeville, 
Jubilee, 
Lopan, 
Hallock, 
Ro«efield, 
Timber, 
Trivoli, 


Arrival  and  Departure 


Name  of  Post  blaster.     Diatancn. 

John  King.  Milei. 

H.  G.  Bostwick,  18 

H.  M.  Earnev,  ») 

J.  H.  Batch-ider,  50 

W,  J.  PhelpF.  Sj 

Charles  L.  Web-=ter,  10 

Thomaf  Mooney,  14 

William  Maple,  13 

R.  F.  Sep.bury,  12 

Hutchinson,  i'i 

Aaron  Hawley,  9 

R.  B.  Hamlin.,  l^ 

M.  L.  K.  Hues,  fy 

V,^  C.  Stevens,  H 

Philander  Chase.  1-1 

Thomr-R  P.  Smith.  12 

O.  L.  Nelson,  16 

T.  J.  Moore,  22 

Vrilliara  L.  Scott.  80 

D.  A.  Grove,  18 

||;of  3l5»ils    March  let,  1S51. 


Arrival.  :  Hourof  clos'g. 
Daily     I    Daily    :  5  o'clock,  P.M. 


Daily     |     Daily    '  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 


6  o'clock,  P.M. 


Departure. 
From  PEO-RIA,  via.  Chillicothe.  Lacon,  ^ 

Henry,   Hennepin,  and  Granville,  to  > 

Peru,   &c.  &c.  1 

To  Springfield,  via.  Pekin,&c. 

Sunday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  &  Satur- 
day, and  on  other  days  via.  Trcmont. 
To  Burlington,  Iowa.  via.   Kickapoo,    )  Daily,  ex-j 

Brimfield,    Knosville.    Monmouth,     [  cept  Sun-| 

Picayune,  and  Oquawka,  )      days, 

To  Albany.  Ill's,  via.  Mount  Hawley,  )  Monday,  , 

Wyoming.  Toulon,  Burns,  Geneseo,  [  Wednes'y!  Thnrs'y  j  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Crandall's  Ferry,  and  Kingsbury.  ;  &  Friday,!  &  Sat'y  j 

To  Urbana,  via.  Groveland,  Tremont,    ^  Mondays, i   Tues'y   I 

Mackanaw,  Stouts  Grove,  Blooming- [  Wednes'y^   Thurs'y    6  o'clock,  P.M. 

ton.  Santa  Anna,  and  Mahomet.  )  &  Friday,    &  Sat'y 

To  Rushville,  via.    Trivoli,  Farming-  )  Mondays, 

ton.  Canton,  Lewiston,  Pleasantville,  [  Wednes'y 

Vermont,  and  Astoria,  )  &  Friday, 

To  Ottawa,  via.  Washington,  Mettamo-  ]  Mondays 

ra.  Magnolia.  Vermillion,  with  an  ad-  >       and      > 

ditional  trip  to  Washi'ton,  on  Wed'ys,  )    Fridays, 

To  Smithville, Saturdays, 

To  Timber,  and  Kingston  Mines,    .    Fridays, 

To  Hollis, Fridays, 

It  belongs  to  the  local  historian  to  make  known  the  nse  and  progress  of  the 
Institutions ;  which  we  intend  to  do  in  a  eeperate  article  altogether,  with  a 
Tiew  of  some  of  the  houses  of  worship  in  this  city.  We  have  given  our  reader* 
an  acconnt  of  the  first  protracted  meeting  held  in  Peoria,*  and  the  first  Bap- 
tism ;  this  was  a  noble  example  set  us  in  an  early  day,  (178  years  since,)  by  th« 
Catholics,  or  Jesuite  Priests,  and  no  doubt  it  was  continued  by  them,  for  bovA 

*Se«  ant«.  p.  33. 


Daily, 
except 
Mond's 
Tues'y 


Tues  y 
Thurs'y 
&  Sat'y 
Tues'y, 

and 
Satur'ys 
Satur'ys 
Fridays, 
Fridays, 


6  o'clock,  P.  M. 


6  o'clock,  P.  M, 

10  o'cl'k  A.  M. 
10  o'cl'k  A.  M. 
10  o'cl'k  A.  M. 


^34  ANCIE^^T    REI.IC'I'S    lOL'M)    IN    PEOKIA. 

some  relics  found  witli  a  body  but  a  few  years  since,  dug  out  o<"  n  cellar  for  a. 
building  about  being  erected  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Water  streets,  1  found 
nine  Sledalw  of  Catholic  import ;  but  whether  the  body  lying  there  was  that  of  a 
Catholic  Priest  or  an  Indian  Chief,  cannot  now  be  known.  I  will  liere  giva 
you  an  extract  of  an  article  I  then  published  in  the  "  Western  Magnzinr  :" 

On  the  '29th  of  September,  1845,  I  was  standing  at  the  corner  of  r\Iain  and 
Water  streets,  in  this  city,  where  some  masons  were  engaged  in  laying  a  cellar 
wall  for  a  large  building,  when  my  attention  was  attracted  to  something  tliat 
bore  the  appearance  of  a  human  skull,  projecting  from  the  bank,  just  above  the 
wall,  and  about  two  feet  beneath  the  surface.  The  ground  had  previously  been 
occupied  hy  a  building.  I  could  not  determine  whether  a  mound  ever  had 
been  reared  upon  the  place,  although  there  were  several  in  the  vicinity. 

On  striking  lightly  upon  the  skull,  it  fell,  and  left  in  the  cavity,  in  view,  a 
string  of  beads?  and  a  number  of  oval  shaped  medals.  The  skull  must  have 
laid  long  in  the  earth,  as  it  crumbled  to  dust  in  hiin'jiing;  the  teeth  only  re- 
maining solid.  On  removing  the  verdigris  from  the  metal  plates,  I  found  them 
to  be  composed  of  copper  and  brass,  very  much  eaten  with  rust,  and  which, 
s.fter  cleansing  them  with  acid,  I  found  to  be  medals.  They  were  nine  in  num- 
ber, but  four  of  them  were  so  much  corroded,  that  thoy  were  destroyed  in  clean- 
ing. They  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  made  with  a  die.  such  as  is 
used  in  coining,  and  are  about  the  size  of  a  quarter  dollar.  The  beads  appear 
t«  be  of  white  porcelain,  about  thirty  in  number,  and  are  placed  upon  the  same 
string.  The  exact  position  occupied  by  the  body,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  on 
account  of  the  adjoining  building  and  some  other  obstructions. 

P.  De  Charlevoux,  about  one  himdred  and  thirty  years  since,  says  he  was  visi- 
ted at  Pimiteuy,(  as  Peoria  was  then  called  by  the  French,)  on  the  4tli  of  Octo" 
her,  1721,  by  a  chief  of  Illinois.  He  describes  him  as  being  "  a  man  of  about 
forty  years  of  age,  of  a  good  stature,  a  little  thin,  of  a  mild  disposition,  and 
extreme  good  sense.  He  i«  besides,  the  best  soldier  in  the  nation,  and  there  are 
none  of  the  Illinois  who  better  deserve  the  sirname  which  Homer  gives,  by  way 
of  preference  to  the  hero  of  his  Illiad,  than  he."  *  *  *  Perceiving 
a  cross  of  copper  and  a  small  image  of  the  virgin,  suspended  to  the  neck  of  this 
Indian,  limaghtedhe  had  been  a  Christian,  but  was  informed  it  was  quite  other  ^ 
wise,  and  that  he  had  drsssed  himself  in  this  manner  only  to  do  me  honor.     * 

*  *  .  *  The  image  of  the  virgin  which  this  Indian  carried  abou 
hira,  having  fallen  into  his  hands,  I  know  not  how,  he  was  curious  to  know  vvha  t 
it  represented.  He  was  told  it  was  the  Mother  of  God,  &o."  This  the  poor 
Indian  finally  believed,  and  a  case  is  mentioned  in  which  "he  invoked  bet 
protection,"  and  he  believed  he  received  it  in  a  miraculous  manner.  One  au- 
thor adds,  "ever  since  this  adventure,  the  Illinois  chief  will  not  stir  out  of  the 
village  without  carrying  his  safeguard  with  him,  by  means  of  which  he  believer 
himself  invulnerable.  *  *  *  *  The  Mother  of  God  having  thus 
preserved  him  from  temporal  death,  will  likewise  procure  him  the  grace  of  a 
sincere  conver.tion."  In  a  note  the  writer  adds,  "  he  has  in  reality  since  bee  n 
<!onv«rted."  '       .,,'  '    ;'   ■ 


eO.N'JECTURES    RELATING    THEllETO.  i3."> 

As  appears  from  tlie  dale,  the  following  occurred  on  Saturday,  the  5th  oj' 
Ortober,  1721.  '•  This  morning  he  came  to  pay  me  a  second  visit,  attended  by 
his  mother-in-law,  who  carried  a  little  infant  in  her  arms.  '  You  see  bcforo 
you,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me, 'a  father  in  great  affliction.  Behold 
my  daughter,  who  is  dying,  her  mother  having  already  lost  her  life  iu  brintring 
her  into  the  world,  and  none  of  our  women  have  been  able  to-' succeed  in  mak- 
ing her  take  any  nourishment.  She  throws  up  every  thing  she  swallows,  and 
lias  perhaps  but  a  few  hours  to  live.  You  will  do  me  a  great  favor  if  you  will 
baptize  her,  that  she  may  see  God  after  death.  Without  any  hesitation  1  per- 
formed the  ceremony  of  baptism  upon  her." 

In  this,  Charlevoux  and  father  Marquette  exult  in  the  saving  of  two  Indian 
children.  Forty-eight  years,  one  month  and  five  days,  intervened  between  the 
baptisms.  Marquette  says,  "  liad  I  not  been  at  Pimiteuy,  this  child  would  not 
have  entered  into  the  kiagdom  of  Heaven,  where  I  make  no  doubt  it  will  soou 
be.  I  even  hope  this  little  angel  will  obtain  for  her  father  the  same  gract; 
which  he  has  procured  for  her." 

With  these  facts  before  us,  we  can  only  coajecture  at  what  time  this  indidunl 
lived,  what  heroic  deeds  he  performed — his  wisdom — his  eloquence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  nation.  His  cotemporaries  have  testified  that  he  was  held  izt  honor- 
able and  grateful  remembrance.  The  badges,  or  medals  around  his  neck,  ex- 
cite surprise,  as  they  bear  the  image  of  the  "  Mother  of  God,''  and  that  of  the 
•'  Saviour  of  Men,"  and  the  interpretation  of  the  device  plainly  shows  them  to 
be  emblems  of  Christianity. 

How  could  any  of  our  savage  tribes  of  Indians  (if  this  be  thought  the  body  of 
one  of  the  aborigines,)  obtain  these  badges  of  Christianity?  Did  he  obtain 
them  of  the  Jesuite  priests?  Was  this  the  skeleton  of  one  of  the  priests  whv> 
died  in  the  western  world  ?  The  corroding  of  the  metal  seemsto  place  the  time 
of  his  burial  farther  back  than  the  time  when  the  Catholic  Missionaries  visited 
this  place.  The  skull,  which  fell  to  pieces  upon  oxposure  to  the  air,  seems  t* 
date  farther  back  than  that  period  of  time. 

These  facts  here  referred  to,  the  state  of  the  skull,  and  the  decomposed  stat* 
of  the  medals  found  with  it,  which  bear  the  emblems,  both  of  Christianity  and 
Brahminism,  are  satisfactory  proofs  to  my  mind,  that  this  individual  was  as 
likely  to  have  been  one  Of  the  ministers  of  Brahma,  as  of  the  Jesuite.  It  ia 
presunif>fl  that  many  of  them  lie  buried  beneath  the  mounds  on  our  western  prai- 
ries. wLich  were  no  doubt  thrown  up  by  them  many  centuries  since. 

If  this  body  should  be  considered  one  of  our  late  tribes  of  Indians,  or  that  of 
the  chief  described  by  Charlevoux,  it  is  still  worthy  of  our  contemplation,  for 
time  was,  when  he  trod  these  prairies  in  all  the  majesty  of  a  warrior's  life,  where 
Fearless  and  brave,  he  roved  among         Where  hunts  the  red  man  now  ? 
A  scenery  all  his  own.  Where  burns  his  council  fire  ? 

'lliat  echoed  to  his  dance  and  song,  Where's  seen  his  vengeful  brow  ? 

In  wild  and  gladsome  lone.  War  dance,  and  funeral  pyre  ' 

Alas  for  hirni  acros,s  the  sea,  A  scattered  remnant  trace. 

There  came  a  venturous  band.  Across  the  western  wave.  > 

To  wership  with  a  cniiscieivce  free,  Our  forms  here  fill  their  place — . 

God  in  a  foreign  land.  Our  footsteps  presjs  their  graves." 


j56  ri»E    OF    THE    COUNTRY     ANO    CITV     OF    PEORIA. 

The  Catholic  Clergy  ware  the  fii-it  to  establish,  throughout  the  country,  nil 
Kierouis  institutionti  for  ^Vvrsfdp,  Charily  and, public  Instruction.'  As  I  hav» 
promised  above,  1  wiii  give  my  readers  the  date  and  stile  of  the  several  Churchoi 
und  Institutions  of  Peoria,  alluding  to  ihe  actual  condition  of  them,  and  indulg- 
ing in  the  prosperity  of  our  future  greatness,  under  the  promoting  car«  of  Liber- 
ty, and  fostering  Institutions  of  our  Free  Goverriliient. 

The  City  of  Peoria  is  situated  on  a  beautiful  prairie,  that  rises  gradually  from 
the  Lake  and  Illinois  River.  The  Lake  opposite  to  Main  street  is  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  vvide;  the  same  Width  extends  dov»'n  about  12,00  feet,  where 
it  is  contracted  to  about  600  feet  in  width,  till  a  short  distance  below  the  bridge 
it  again  assumes  a  widtli  of  about  8  or  900  feet,  which  holds  good  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Kickapoo  creek.  The  prairie  is  rolling  back  to  the  blufT.  and  in  its  widesj 
place  about  one  mile  across,  vvith  a  very  gradual  rise  about  half  way,  whera 
there  is  a  little  decline  or  slope  to  the  foot  of  the  blufT.  which  is  accessible  at  any 
point,  and  about  80  or  iOO  feet  high.  This  bltifflies  in  a  semi-circle,  extending 
from  the  Lake  near  the  Narrows,  or  Lillle  Detroit,  (about  4  miles  above  3Iain 
•treet,)  to  the  Kickapoo,  or  Red  Bud  Creek,  (aboUt  4  miles  below  Main  street.) 

From  the  top  of  this  blutT  is  almost  a  continuous  prairie,  extending  West  and 
North-west  to  the  Mississippi  River,  interspersed  with  groves,  and  a  few  break* 
and  bluffs  of  the  Kickapoo  and  Spoon  rivers,  and  other  miner  streams  that  put 
into, the  Mississippi,  aiid  is  one  of  the  finest  farming  countries  in  the  Union. — 
The  prairis  on  which  the  city  is  located  contains  about  4,000  acres  of  ariabla 
land.  No  grading  is  necessary  for  making  our  streets  on  a  plain  or  angle  of 
about  5i>.  The  streets  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles,  forming  squares 
of  300  to  360  feet  each.  The  principal  streets  commence  at  the  Lake  or  River, 
and  extend  back  ^by  parallel  lines  a  course  N.  47o  W.  (nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  lake  and  river.)  The  cross  streets  run  at  right  angles  with  the  others. 
There  are  two  additions,  viz  :  3Iunson  &  Sanford's  and  Mills',  that  are  laid  off 
at  right  angles  with  the  quarter  section  lines,  consequently  the  streets,  especially 
On  Mills"  addition,  run  diagonally  with  the  Lake. 

Notwithstanding  Peoria  is  not  so  much  elevated  above  the  Lake  and  River 
as  many  other  of  our  Western  river  towns  and  cities,  yet  we  do  not  experience 
the  inconveniences  and  losses  by  floods  that  are  sustained  in  hiany  of  them. 
A  flood,  or  destruction  by  high  water,  is  of  rare  occurrence  here;  there  has 
been  but  three  or  foUr  known  to  our  present  inhabitants.  In  the  spring  of  1830- 
Sl,  (the  precise  date  is  not  recollected  by  our  "  oldest  inhabitants,")  the  bottoms 
opposite  the  city,  and  on  the  Kickapoo,  were  inundated,  and  the  water  was  up  to 
some  of  the  log  huts  standing  on  the  margin  of  the  Lake.  That  of  '"31  was  the 
highest  for  this  reason :  The  winter  of  1830-31  was  the  hardest  ever  known 
here,  by  the  Indians  or  French,  in  all  parts  of  the  valley  of  th»  Illinois.  Messr»_ 
Alva  and  Aquilla  Mofflttt,  who  reside  about  3t  miles  below  this  city,  on  the 
Kickapoo  bottom,  (natives  of  Maine,  but  from  Cincinnati  to  this  place,  in  1821) 
«ay  they  never  saw  its  equal.  They  say  the  snow  was  throughout  the  month  of 
January,  _/bur /e«/  deep  on  the  prairiei.      It  commenced    snowing,  say  they 

•  Se«  ante,  p.  51.  '; 


»EKP    8NOW8    ANB    FLUOOS. 


ig^ 


while  we  were  at  the  funeral  (which  wa«  on  Friday  the  29ih  of  Deeemhi»r 
.1330,)  of  Mr.  John  Sharp,*  who  resided  on  the  S.  E.  qt.  of  17,  near  to  where 
A.  S.  Cole's  new  Distillery  now  stands — ^just  below  the  termination  of  Grove 
street.  Mr.  M.  said  the  only  means  by  which  he  found  his  way  home  across 
the  prairie,  (and  you  may  as  well  be  on  the  trackless  ocean  without  a  compass  as 
to  be  upon  some  of  our  large  prairies,  when  the  snow  fails  fast,  and  think 
of  making  any  certain  point,)  was  by  the  course  of  the  wind,  which  he  found 
so  difficult  that  he  missed  at  last — as  he  struck  the  timber  below  hi?  house,  and 
from  thence  he  made  his  way  home.  The  snow  fell  that  day  and  night  to  the 
depth  of  2i  feet.  And  just  one  week  from  that  day  (Jan.  .5th,  1831,)  another 
•now  fell  as  deep  as  the  former,  which  settled  down  to  a  general  depth  of  4  feet 
and  much  drifted  in  places  near  the  limber  and  hollows,  and  contini;ed  for  two 
months,  being  renewed  occasionally  in  that  time.  The  Indiana  in  the  viciniiy 
were  compelled  to  call  to  their  aid  the  ingenuity  of  an  Old  Squaw,  who  had 
been  educated  in  Canada,  to  learn  then  how  to  make  the  "Indian  Snow-flios." 
ae  they  had  never  been  compelled  to  use  the  article  among  them  before,  and 
knew  not  how  to  make  them  or  walk  with  them,  for  such  a  snow  had  not  bsen 
known  before  to  them,  even  the  oldest  of  them,  in  Illinois.  Thi?  wft.*  a  de- 
structive winter  to  deer,  and  the  few  remaining  elk  were  wholly  de^trfiyed  ia 
tliis  part  of  the  country.  The  snow  falling  so  deep,  and  by  thawing  on  top 
and  freezing  again  a  cruut  was  formed  of  such  thickness  a»  to  make  it  impossible 
for  the  elk  or  deer,  either  to  paw  up  the  snow  to  get  to  the  grass  on  the  prairi* 
beneath,  or  travel  about  and  browse  on  the  bushes  above.  The  consequence 
was,  that  they  were  easOy  taken  and  killed  by  the  huntsmen  and  by  the  wolves. 
Many  wolves  also  were  killed  by  the  inhabitants  on  horseback,  by  runEi.jg 
them  down  before  the  snow  had  formed  a  crust ;  after  which  they  were  '"Lord* 
of  the  Prairie,"  as  they  could  glide  over  the  crust  with  impunity.  Mr.  Moffat 
says  that  he  and  many  others  on  the  Kickapoo  bottom  were  compelled  to  stay 
at  home  for  two  or  three  weeks,  on  account  of  the  crust  and  depth  of  snow,  and 
the  extent  of  the  drifts,  that  could  not  in  many  places  be  passed.  This  "  Big; 
rise  of  "31,"  as  it  is  called,  arose  from  this  body  of  snow  going  off  quite  sudden' 
ly  in  the  spring  in  this  valley,  which  gave  it  the  prerogative  to  that  name,  till 
the  March  rise  of  1849,  of  which  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  its  place.  Th<5 
"  Great  Flood"  on  the  Ohio  at  Cincinnati  was  in  1832.  The  "Grfat  Flood'' 
on  the  Mississippi  at  St.  Louis  was  in  1844.  The  "  Great  Flood  "  on  the  IHinoii 
was  on  the  Ides  of  March,  1849. t 

Again,  about  the  first  of  3Iay,  1838,  the  water  was  upon  the  eorner  of  th« 
iide-walk  between  Main  and  Water  streets.  In  June,  1844,  was  the  highest 
water  ever  known  up  to  that  time  at  Peoria,  and  was  at  its  hight  on  tl.e  If  th. 
At  this  date  there  was  the  greatest  flood  on  record  experienced  in  St.  Louin; 
and  called  the  "  Great  Flood,"  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  ••'  I  Anne's  de? 
Grandes  Eaux,"  or,  the  year  of  the  great  freshet,  whose  devastation?  and  dp 
plorabla  consequences  almost  defy  calculation."  But  the  "  Great  Flood  "'  bI 
Peoria,  ever  known  to  Peorians,  took  place  in  March,  1849,  whi«h  nt  (his  pla  m 


•S«  e  ante.  p.  89.     tSee  ante.  p.  102 — destruction  of  part  of  the  Bhdgs 


«xceeded  that  of  1844  thirty-five  inches,  or  about  three  feet;  and  '•  March,  ike 
Ide»  of  March,"  will  be  long  "  remembered  '■  by  many  of  our  citizans.  For  tha 
Bridge  (owned  by  citizens  known  as  "  Peoria  Bridge  Company  ")  across  tho 
Illinois  river  at  the  foot  of  the  Lake  was  nearly  finisiied  ;  the  Draw  hadhten 
tested  on  the  r2th  of  February  previous,  and  nothing  now  remained  to  its  c.oxa- 
pletion  hut  part  of  a  span  adjoining  the  Draw.  It  had  cost  the  company  about 
$33,000 — when  all  their  anticipated  hopes  were  about  to  be  realized  by  its 
completion. — "Whenlo!  a  change  came  o'er  their  visage  fair  ;'" — On  the  ISlh 
of  March,  1849,  the  steamer  Superb  from  New  Orleans  came  booming  up  the 
river  below  among  the  floating  ice,  and  passed  through  the  Bridge  into  the  ice 
of  the  Lake,  which  broke  it  up,  near  the  western  shore  of  the  Lake.  On  the 
morning  of  the  IGth  a  large  body  of  ice  from  the  oppoiiie  side  had  been  dislodged 
from  the  shores  of  the  Lake  by  this  uncommon  rise  of  water,  and  the  commotion 
it  had  been  put  into  by  a  strong  east  wind,  and  the  departure  of  tlie  Suptib 
through  the  ice  above  for  Lacon,  it  came  down  with  such  force  and  large  bodie.i 
that  it  moved  many  ware-/iOitses  near  the  water  from  their  foundations  several 
feet,  and  entirely  swept  off  two  span  and  the  Draw  of  the  Bridge,  which  cost 
about  $3,000  to  rebuild  it.  This  rise  of  water  was  about  twenty-seven  feet 
above  low-water  mark.  The  water  came  into  the  first  floor  of  a  few  stores  on 
Water  street,  (which  was  never  known  before  ;)  'and  tlie  passage  from  Fulton 
by  Water  street  to  Main  srteet  was  impassabli;,  being  about  2  feet  deep  on  the 
pavement^or  sidewalk,  corner  of  Main  and  Water  streets,  which  it  had  never 
before  been  since  the  spring  of  1831,  (for  18  years  past.) 

Peoria  has  been  highly  favored  "  by  Flood  and  by  Fire,"  as  you  will  see  by 
the  following  record  :  The  first  fire  since  the  burning  of  the  Fort  by  the  In- 
dians, and  the  burning  of  the  French  town,  by  Capt.  Craig,  in  the  time  of  tha 
war.  No  fires  had  occurred  from  the  time  of  Eads'  settlement  here  'till  the 
burning  of  two  dwellings  in  January,  1839,  on  Block  28,  near  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Perry  streets.  The  fire  was  by  the  hand  of  an  insane  son  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
ahe  occupant,  at  about  1  o'clock,  A.  M.  This  son  (then  a  young  man)  about 
6  years  since  killed  his  father  and  mother,  attacking  them  with  an  axe,  and 
literally  cut  them  up  (before  assistance  came)  as  you  would  a  hog,  and  then  set 
the  axe  up  against  the  body  of  his  father — he  was  then  taken  in  charge  by  tha 
citizens  and  secured.  The  next  was  an  Oil  Mill,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Farrell, 
on  Block  IS  north  Fayette  street,  on  the  21stof  January,  18-12;  loss  about  $500. 

The  nest  of  any  note  was  a  store  of  Mr.  Pettengil,  copper  and  tin  shop  of  A. 
Van  Eps,  and  a  barber  shop  of  T.  Mason,  which  occurred  by  accident  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  of  May,  1845  ;  loss  about  $8,000. — Near  the  close  of  this 
year  a  stable  belonging  to  the  "  Farmers'  House  No.  1,"  was  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed.  The  next  was  the  "  Farmers'  House  ISo.  i,"  on  the  corner  of  3Iaiu 
and  Water  streets,  on  Block  3,  kept  by  A.  P.  Loucks,  which  was  supposed  (a» 
was  the  stable)  to  be  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and  occurred  on  the  17ih  of 
Decemher,  1845,  at  about  2  o'clock,  A.  M.;  loss  estimated  at  about  §i,00O.  A 
little  time  after  this,  a  stable  in  the  same  block  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed — 
tupposed  to  be  by  the  same  person  or  persons  who  had  communicated  the  fir« 
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(O  the  house  and  stable  of  "  FarmtTs'  House."  The  next  was  a  grist  and  «at»- 
mill  on  St.  John's  street,  on  the  river  bank,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  and 
was  owned  by  James  H.  M'Call  &  Co.;  it  took  fire  on  tlie  morning  of  the  5th  of 
March,  1850.  while  the  workmen  (who  were  just  completing  the  inner  joiner- 
work)  were  at  breakfast ,  supposed  to  have  taken  fire  in  the  shavens  that  had 
carelessly  been  left  too  near  the  stove.  Loss  estimated  at  about  §8,000.  [In 
the  fall  of  the  year  1842,  before  the  corporation'  limits  extended  that  far,  (inclu- 
ding the  School  Section.)  a  .^avv  mill  was  burned  near  the  same  spot  where  the 
mil'  of  3IcCa  '  wa^  burned,  belonging  to  Jamas  .Vrmstrong.]  The  next  was  four 
buildinfts  ou  Water  street,  in  Block  34 — a  cabinet  shop  and  a  large  furniture 
ware-hou.^e  adjoining,  both  occupied  by  Messrs.  Fridley  &.  Lincoln  ;.  valued  at 
about  gio.OOO  in  furniture  and  materials.  Tlie  value  of  the  building,  viith  the 
adjoining  tenements,  one  belonging  to  Messrs.  Hughes  &  Sparks,  occupied  as  a 
store-house,  but  which  happened  then  to  be  empty  ;  and  the  other  occupied  by 
Mr.  Young  as  a  tin-shop,  (the  contents  of  the  house  were  saved,)  were  estimated 
at  about  §3,000  more.  This  cabinet  shop  employed  16  or  17  hands  constantly, 
who  lost  their  tools  to  a  considerable  amount  in  addition,  making  the  total  lo.^s 
between  $7,000  and  $8,003.  This  fire,  too,  was  the  work  ol  an  incendiary,  and 
occurred  at  about  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  July,  1850.  These 
losses  by  fire  does  not  include  the  destruction  of  the  '•  Peoria  Register  &  Daily 
Cham.pion "'  building,  which  first  fell  irom  its  insufliciency  in  construrtion 
of  foundation  walls,  and  then  took  fire  from  the  stoves  in  the  building,  of  which. 
there  were  some  5  or  6,  which  communicated  with  the  combustible  materials  in 
the  drug  store  and  turpentine  and  alcohol  in  the  cellar  beneath,  which  soon  ex- 
ploded. Total  loss  of  the  above  enumerated  fires  amounts  to  betv.een  $25,000 
and  $30,000,  in  a  city  of  about  1,500  families  and  7,000  inhabitants,,  with  more 
than  one-half  wooden  buildings. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  also  to  record  the  illustrious  dead  by  cholera  of  our  city, 
who  have  been  actors  and  benefactors  in  the  rij-e  and  progress  of  the  city  of 
,  Peoria.  Among  them  we  will  mention  the  following:  On  the  19ih  of  June, 
1349,  Samuel  H.  Davis  died  from  an  attack  of  the  cholera  ;  his  occupation  and 
sphere  of  aciion  I  have  before  alluded  to  on  page  118.  His  remains  now  repose 
beneath  a  marble  monumeKt,  erected  by  Itis  Brethren,  in  the  Masonic  Cemetary 
in  the  north  part  of  our  city — Brother,  rest  in  peace  ! 

Wm.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  who  v."as  an  indefatigable  officer  in  our  city,  having  held 
the  office  of  Post  Master  in  1834,  and  for  somo  years  thereafter  ;*  and  has  held 
many  other  important  ofiices  of  honor  and  ti-ust  at  home  and  abroad.— while  ia 
attendance  on  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Chicago  as  its  G.  Sec'y  in  Oct.  1849,  he  was 
attacked  with  the  cholera,  but  through  the  aid  of  medicine  and  care  his  life  wa.s 
B^ared  until  he  returned  to  his  home  and  family  in  tliis  city,  where  he  lingered 

*I  will  here  say.  by  wa)'  of  a.  note,  in  alluding  to  the  Post  Master,  that  the 
Pest  office  was  e^■tablished  in  this  place  on  the  i5r.h  of  April,  18:i5.  about  six 
years  after  its  settlement,  and  .John  Dixnn  was  the  first  Post  master.  The  first 
quarterly  return  made  to  tlie  General  Post  Office  was  $8  23, — the  returns  made 
to  the  General  Post  Office  on  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31'st.  1850:.  was  .?823  00. 
A  f^ingular  coinci.lence  in  figures,  with  the  exception  of  the  addition  of  twoCr',. 
making  cents  dollars.     [See  ante.  p.  3S,  for  th-."  la^i  quar'Msr.] 
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'■  onder  the  effects  of  the  disease  for  about  a  week,  when,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1849,  lie  fell  its  victim,  much  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him — just  as  he  had 
©ompleted  a  very  elegant  brick  building  standing  on  the  corner  of  Fulton  and 
JefTersoii  streets — kept  by  him  as  a  genteel  boarding-house,  and  known  then  by 
the  name  of  the  "  Barnum  House.''"*  His  remains  repose  in  the  Masonic  Cem- 
etary,  beneath  a  marble  monument  erected  by  a  Brother  Mason. 

A  third  is  that  of  Ex-Gov.  Ford,  who  died  in  this  city  on  the  3rd  of  Noyera- 
ber,  1850 — -an  account  of  which  we  give  in  an  extract  from  the  public  press  of 
our  city,  which  says  : 

Died  on  Sunday  the  3d,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  the  residence  of  Andrew  Gray, 
Esq.,  of  this  oily,  Thom.is  Ford,  late  Governor  of  Illinois.  He  died  of  con- 
sumption, under  which  disease  he  had  been  sufTering  for  several  years  past. 
He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  removed  with  his  friends  to  Illinois  when 
very'young.     He  was  50  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  about  twenty- 

■  five  years  of  liis  life  have  bien  spent  in  active  and  arduous  public  service. 

He  has  held  the  offices  of  State's  Attorney,  Circuit  Judge,  .Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  Governor  of  the  State  ;  in  all  of  w-hich  he  has  performed  his 
duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  met  almost  the  entire  '  approbation  of  the 
i  people.  His  energy  and  talent  enforced  the  respect,  and  his  honesty  and  strict 
integrity,  the  affectionate  regard  and  lasting  attachment  of  tlie  whole  people 
of  the  State. 

The  writer  of  this  article  has  occasion  to  know  that  to  his  untiring  persever- 
ance and  industry  while  in  public  life,  the  people  of  the  State  are  indebted  for 
the  passage  of  those  laws  which  have  already  measurably,  and  will  eventually 
wholly  relieve  the  Staie  from  her  pecuniary  embarrassments. 

Having  thus  spent  almost  his  whole  life  in  the  public  service,  he  died  poor; 
and  his  last  days,  bat  for  the  kindness  and  cliarity  of  friends,  must  have  been 
'  spent  without  tm  ordinary  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life.  He  left  five  young 
children,  who  are  separated  from  each  other,  and  dependent  wholly  upon  char- 
ity for  their  maintenance  and  education.  It  is  hoped  that  the  people  of  the  State, 
for  wliom  he  has  done  much,  will  do  something  in  return  for  these  helpless  and 
dependent  children. 

A  few  weeks  previous  to  his  death  he  became  a  professed  Christian,  and 
united  himself  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and   died  full  in  the  belief  of  the 

■  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  in  the  confident  hope  and  expectation  of  the  en- 
'"joyment  of  a  faturs  and  better  state. 

At  the  NoTember  Term  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Peoria  County,  in  the  lOth 
Judicial  Circuit,  the  undersigned,  Grand  Jurors  in  and  for  said  county,  passed 
the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  as  a  memento  on  the  Death  of  the  late 
Gov.  Thos.  Ford,  who  died  on  the  3d  inst,  viz  : 

Grand  Jury  RooiM,  Peoria.  ) 

{i>.j;,v  ■..•■-•.■  ,.■••;;,,     ■    .  ■  —      :.,  :',  Court  House,  Nov.  23d,  1850.    5 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  introduced  by  Capt.  Wm.  S. 
Moss:  considered,  aiiopted.  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  Court,  with  the 
request  tiiat  they  be  read  in  open  Court  and  spread  upon  the  Records  of  the 
same : 

Whereas,  This  Grand  Jury  has  learned  with  sorrow  and  regret  the  decease 
of  Thomas  Ford,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of.  Illinois; — And  whereas  we  rep- 
resent the  several  Townships  in  Peoria  county,  and  deem  the  present  a  suitable 
occasion  to  (?spre.Ts  for  ourselves,  and  the  people  we  represent,  our  sentiments 
and  feelings  concerning  the  deceased  ;  therefore 


\W 


•This  house  was  recently  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of 
K  city  for  a  Mcihodi?t  Female  Seminary,  for  the  sum  of  $7,000. 


Resolved,  Thai  by  the  death  of  Gov.  Ford  the  State  of  llhneis  hai  Sissi  omt 
of  her  purest  and  ablest  statesmen,  whose  unerring  juds^mi-ni  r.nd  praciioal 
v.-i?(iom  saved  the  State  from  the  bliffhting- effects  of  repttdiaiioii  in  the  hrair  of 
great  trial  and  emergency,  and  v>ho:;e  firmness  and  decision  contributed  mainly 
to  the  lessening  of  (uir  heavy- State  debt,  and  to  tl?e  enactment  of  that  series 
of  measures  which  have  produced  so  much  prosperity  and  confidence,  among 
our  people,  rettored  the  credit  of  our  State,  and  laid  the  sure  foimdiition  for 
beneficial  results,  .such  as  no  iraa;Tination  can  conceive,  or  prophecy  foretell. 

While  State's  Attorney,  in  our  .«])arely  settled  country,  he  dL^charged  hi.i  du- 
ties faithfully  and  guccessfully  :  as  a  .lutjge  he  was  impartial,  laborio^js  aiid  just, 
and  as  a  man  and  eitizfjn,  one  of  "  the  noblest  works  of  God."  He  was  nur- 
tured m  our  State  while  in  its  infancy.  He  •'  grew  with  its  growth  and  streng-th- 
ened  with  its  strength."  He  won  his  way  irom  a  fatherless  hny  to  eminence 
and  has  left  a  brio-ht  e.vample  tn  tho;-e  behind  him,  that  virtue,  indue'ry  and 
fideliij'  insure  success,  and  will  be  crowned  with  triumph. 
WILLI A.^1  S.  MOSS,  TOBIAS  S.  BRADLEY,  .lAMES  H.  M'CALL, 
ASAtlEL'HALE,  K.  DE  LANCET  EARL,        M.  B.  SILLDIAN. 

D\NIELORR,  HERMAN  GOODSELL,       BRADFORD  HALL, 

BENJ\M[N  F.  SLANE,^  LUKE  WOODS,  .J.  L.  BLANTHARl), 

GEORGE  KOBlNSOxN,    GKOiiGE  HART.  ALDE?.^  HLLL, 

CYRUS  BROOKS,  CHARLES  WILKINS.  H8TJLLMAX, 

JOSEPH  LADD.  MATTHEW  TAGGART,  S.  DE  WITT  DROWN. 

JOHN  ELTLXG,  Secretary.  '  ANDREW  GRAY.  Foreman. 

The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  passed  a  bill  apf-ivopriating  $500  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  monument  to  his  memory. 

Gov.  Ford  had  written  a  history  of  Illinois. 'which  has  never  b?en  bufore  the 
people — with  this  exception — which  among  otiiei-g  is  the  following  : 

i  STRAY  "LEAVES  FROM  FORD'S  HISTORY  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Our  P^riend,  John. Hamlin,  Esq..  has'' furnished  us  with  fome  leaves  from  the 
history  of  Illinois,  written  by  the  late  ex-Gov.  Thomas  Ford.  The  manuscript* 
of  the  work  we  understand  are  in  the  possession  of  Gert-  Shields,  and  wiii  be 
by  him  published  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  orplian  i'hiklren  of  the  author. 

AN  ACCOM3IODATING  JUDO':. 
f^'In  those  days  (from  1818  to'  1830)  jusiice  was  administered  in  the  courts  witl^- 
out  much  show,  parade  or  ceremony.  The  Judges  were  gentlemen  of  sense,  and 
some  learning,  who  held  their  courts  mostly  iri  log  houses,  or  in  the  bar  rooms 
of  taverns,  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  with  a  temporary  Bench  for  the  Judge,  and 
chairs  or  benches  for  the  lawyers  and  jurors.*  At  the  first  Circuit  Court  is 
Washington  county,  held  by  Judge  John  Reynolds,  on  the  openiag  of  the  Court, 
the  Sheriff  went  out  into  the  court  yard  and  said  to  the  people,  "  Boys,  come 
in,  our  John  is  going  to  hold  court."  This  was  the  proalamation  for  opening 
the  court.  In  general  the  Judges  were  averse  to  deciding  questions  of  law. 
They  did  not  like  the  responsibility' of  ofTending  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties. 
They  preferred  to  submit  every  tiling  they  could  to  be  decided"  by  the  jury.  I 
knew  one  who,  when  asked  for  instruction  to  the  jury  on  points  of  law,  would 
rub  his  head  and  the  side  of  his  face  with  his  hand,  and  say  to  the  lavvfyers, 
"  Why.  gentlemen,  the  jury  understand  it ;  they  need  no  instruction  ;  no  doubt 
they  Vvill  do  justice  in  the  case^"  This  same  judge  presided  at  a  court  in  whieh 
a  man  named  Green  was  convicted  for  murder,  and  it  became  his  unpleasant 
duty  to  pronounce  sentence  upon  the  culprit.  He  called  the  prisoner  before  him 
and  said  to  him,  "  Mr.  Green,  the  jury  say  you  are  guilty  of  murder:  and  the 
law  says  you  are  to  be  hung.  I  wantdyou  and  all  your  friends  down  on  Indian 
creek  to  know,  that  it  is  not  I  who  condemns  you.     it  is  the  jury  and  the  law 

*  oJee  anfe.  p.  80-92, 
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fir.  Green,  wha!  time  would  you  like  to  be  hung  ■  the  law  allows  time  for  pre- 
paration." Mr.  (Jreen  said,  '•M;iy  it  please  your  Honor.  I  am  ready  at  any 
t.ime  ;  those  who  kill  the  body  have  no  power  to  kill  the  soul.  My  preparaiion 
is  made,  and  I  am  ready  at  any  lime  the  Court  pleases.''  The  judge  replied, 
"  Mr.  Green,  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  to  be  hung  ;  it  can't  happen  to  a  man  but 
fmce  in  his  life  ;  and  you  had  better  take  all  the  time  you  ran  get.  Mr.  Clerk, 
look  at  the  almanac  and  see  vvhetlier  this  day  four  weeks  comes  on  Sunday." 
The  Clerk  looked  as  directed,  and  reported  that,  that  day  four  weeks  came  on 
Thursday.  "Then,"  said  the  Judge,  "Mr.  Green,  ihe  Court  will  give  you 
until  this  day  four  weeks."  The  case  was  prosecuted  by  James  Turney,  the 
Attorney  General,  who  interposed  and  said,  "  May  it  please  the  Court,  on  occa- 
sions of  this  sort,  it  is  usual  for  Courts  to  pronounce  a  formal  ^entence  ;  to 
remind  the  prisoner  of  his  perilous  condition  ;  to  reprove  liim  for  liis  guilt :  and 
to  warn  him  agrdnst  the  judgment  in  the  world  to  come."  To  which  the  Judge 
replied.  "  Oh.  Mr.  Turney.  Mr.  Green  understands  the  v^^hole  matter  :  he  knows 
he  has  got  to  be  hung  ;  you  understand  it,  Mr.  Green,  don't  you  ?"  "  Yes."  said 
the  prisoner.  "  Then,  Mr.  Sheriff,  let  the  prisoner  be  remanded  and  adjourn 
Court.  ' 

In  addition  to  the  incidents  in  olden  times  in  Peoria  and  Peoria  county,*  we 
have  t.lic  following,  which  is  under  the  official  signature  of  the  officiating  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace — tlie  initials  of  which  are  O.  31.  R.- — and  took  place  when 
Peoria  and  Fulton  counties  were  as  one.  "  O.  M.  R.,  Esq.,"  is  still  living  in 
Fulton  county,  as  I  am  informed  : 

ILLINOIS  3IARRIAGE  CERTIFICATE. 

We  like  a  go(ld  anecdote,  even  when  told  against  ourfelves,  and  we  think  our 
readers  will  asrree  with  us  that  the  following  from  the  New  York  Spirit  of  the 
Times  hits  Peoria  county  between  the  eyes.  We  use  the  language  of  the  writer. 
Hear  him : 

"  Examining  a  land  title  the  other  day  which  involved  a  question  of  legitima- 
cy, I  stumbled  upon  the  following  marriage  certificate,  which  is  decidedly  loo 
good  to  be  lost,  and  is  literally  bona  fide.  The  marriage,  of  w-hich  this  is  ihe 
only  legal  evidence,  took  place  in  Copperas  precinct,  in  this  county,  in  the  infan- 
cy of  the  county,  or  rather  in  primitive  limes,  and  the  magistrate  ought  to  be 
immortalized,  whether  he  ever  gets  his  commission  or  not : 

State  of  Illinois,  Peoria  County,  ss. 

To  all  the  world,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  John  Smith  and  Polly  3iyres  is 
hereby  entitled  to  go  together  and  do  as  old  folks  does  any  where  inside  of  cop- 
peras precinct,  and  when  my  commission  comes  I  am  to  marry  em  good .  and  date 

em  back  to  Jdver  accidents.  O M R. 

[ss]  Jtistice  Peace. 

I  put  the  initials  only  of  the  magistrate,  for  the  reason  that  his  legal  luminary 
is  still  living,  and  probably  too  modest  to  cffivet  the  fame  to  which  he  is  justly 
entitled.  Don't  he  deserve  a  pension,  and  the  unanimous  thanks  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  rapid  peopling  of  the  State,  at  well  as  those  who  can't  wait  for 
commissions^ — Repnblican. 

■"Se«  ante.  p.  87.  .,     :.  ,       ,,■     ,!  ■,    .i:    ■ ',  v''-'" 
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COMMERCE  OF  PEORIA  IN  1850.  '       ' 

Marine  disasters  on  the  waters  of  the  west  fkom  &«•.  lopu  t* 

BUFFALO,    N.     Y.    DURING    1850. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  we  give  a  list  of  the  accidents  by  snagging, 
burning,  and  bursting  of  boilers  of  steamers  between  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis  the 
past  year,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  them,  with  dale  of  accident,  &c. 
In  hastily  glancing  through  our  files,  we  have  no  doubt  overlooked  many,  but 
the  list  is  formidable  enough  to  arouse  serious  reflection  upon  the  causes  which 
lead  to  these  dreadful  casualties.  We  have  selected  the  most  important  acci- 
dents only,  passing  over  the  minor  ones  altogetlier  : 

Anthony  Wayne — Lake  Erie  steamer,  blew  up  opposite  Vermillion,  eight  milei 
from  shore,  April  28th,  and  sunk  in  thirty  minutes.  Hurricane  deck  parted 
from  hull,  and  on  it  the  survivors  escaped.  Thirty-eight  persons  killed  and 
missing. 

Andrew  Jackson — Destroyed  by  fire,  while  lying  up  at  lUinoistown,  Augusi 
•7th.  The  Andrew  Jackson  was  an  old  boat,  and  insured  for  §6,000.  Five  oth- 
er boats  narrowly  escaped  beinff  consunirfd. 

America — Blew  upon  Lake  iirie,  near  Sandusky,  August,  1st,  killing  eight 
persons  and  scalding  twenty-five;    The  vessel  was  towed  to  Sandusky. 

Alvarado — Cut  through  by  the  ice,  and  sunk  in  the  Illinois  river,  December 
9th.     Valued  at  $4,000.     Insured  for  $2,500. 

Commerce — Came  into  collision  with  the  Despatch,  near  Port  Maitland,  Lak»- 
'Erie,  in  May — by  which  accident  the  Commerce   was  sunk  in  eight  fathora» 
water,  and  38  persons  were  drowned. 

Cornel — Run  into  by  the  Laurel,  and  sunk. in  the  Illinois  river,  Sept.  i9th. 
Total  h)ss. 

Globe — Caught  fire  off  Saginaw  Bay,  July  1st.  After  two  hours  labor,  the 
flames  were  extinguished. 

Gov.  Briggs — Damaged  by  collision  with  the  Alleghany  Mail,ne-ir  St.  Loui.3, 
January  13th  1850. 

Griffith — Ca  ught  fire  between  her  chimneys  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  June, 
near  Cleveland.  Boat  was  run  towards  shore,  but  grounded  half  a  mile  out  and 
burned  to  water's  edge.  Her  commander,  Capt.  Roby,  with  his  mother,  wife 
and  child,  besides  250  passengers,  lost  their  lives,  either  by  fire  or  drowning. 
The  entire  number  that  escaped  was  aboirt  40. 

Lexington^ — Was  run  into  and  sunk  near  Conneaut  Harbor,  Lake  Erie,  Aug 
7th.     No  lives  lost. 

Oregpa— Burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  suak-al  Chieago,  in  Jaxiuary,  HrJl. 
raised. 
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tk^fttri  Wave — Injured  by  niniiing  agai:isl  Peona   bridge.   September  ^t'h 
Injuicd  by  ii:e  Bear  Grat'toia.  Ueceniher  12th. 

PianlBi — Bauly  crippled  by  running  against- Peoria  briJge.  in  December. 

Tim;  and  Tide — hiiured  bv  coliision  witii  the  Magnet,  iu  the  Illinois  river- 
.]u!y  S'dih. 

Troy — Blew  up  near  Buffhlc*.  in  March,  killing  fourteen  person?. 

Got.  Briggs — Heaviiy  iVeiglUed  with  pork  and  lard,  and  two  barges  in  teTv> 
TTHs  Slink  by  the  ice  near  Bes.r.'lstown  Bar.  on  the  Iiiinoi:-i  river,  January  27ih, 
135.1.  A  part  of  tlie  freight  was  thrown  overboard,  with  a  hope  of  saving  the 
l)cat,  although  she  is  an  old  boat,  and  valued  at  about  Sl.'iOf," — .'jhe  was  raised. 

Hindoo- — Inpassing  down  through  the  Bridge,  just  before  daylight,  on  the  24th 
fifFeb'y  lo51,  struck  against  the  new  pier  (erected  the  past  summer  to  widen 
the  passage,  which  is  now  90  feet.)  carrying  away  her  larboard  guard  and  v.-heel 
house,  besides  breaking  her  pittman-strap  and  splitting  her  cylinder  timbers  ; 
she  lay  by  here  about  a  week  to  repair  danages,  amounting  to  about  §500. 

EXPORTS  OF  PEORIA  FOR  THE  PAST  SEASON. 
The  first  article  of  home  production  is  Coal,  of  which  great  quantities  are  sent 
to  Chicago  in  canal-boats.  Tlie  Clerk  of  the  city  lias  given  me  the  amotint 
of  Coal  weighed  on  the  city  scales  frtjm  the  1st  of  January.  1850,  to  the  1st  of 
3Iarch,  1S51.  Loads  4,349.  making  about  147,866  :  which,  at  7c.  per  bushed,  is 
$10,350  62. — Amount  consumed  in  the  City. 

M.  M.  Aiken,  Esq.,  has  furnished  for  the  Press  the  following  statement  of 
exports  from  our  city  the  past  year.  The  returns  are  made  from  the  books  of  the 
several  buyers  and  shippers  in  the  Cit}-,  and  are  believed  to  be  as  accurate  as  it  ii 
possible  to  make  them  : 

Articles.  ' '    ' '       '  '  Value. 

Corn,  628,719  bushels  at  §0,40  per.  bu., $  251,487  «0 

Wheat 151,465  •'  68        '•       102.996  20 

Oats,... 265,357  "  3S        •'' 92,874  05 

Flaxseed 3.910  "  1.55        "        4,877  50 

Barley,  6.331  "  75        "        4,748  25 

Flour 33.753    barrels       4.50    bbl 151,888  50 

Whisky, 5.685  '■       10,00        "        56,850  00 

Butter 33,800    pounds  15    pound    5,070  00 

Wool 2.50,760  "  30       '"        75,228  00 

Drv  hides, 10,701 2,00 21,102  00 

Brooms 1,300    dozen  2,00    dozen    2,600  00 

Broom  corn, 50    tona  100,00  per  ton  5,000  OQ 

PrersedHay,   .250        "  15,00      "  3,750  00 

Coal, 20,580        •'  2.50      "  51.450  00 

Beef  Cattle, 1,719    head  IS.OOperhead   25.785  00 

Hogs, 26,796        "  7,00        "  187,572  00 

Sheep,. 10.770        "  1,00        " 10,770  00 

Cooperage— Valued  at 47,785  00 

Sundries- — Say  potatoes,  onions,  timotliy  and  elover  seed ,  eggs,  fruit, 

peltries,  ttc,  valued  at 25,000  00 

Manufactures  Shipped — Plows,  Fanning  mills.  Corn  shellers, 
planed  flooring,  sash  and  window-blinds,  doors,  &.c.,  marble 
and  chemical  manufactures,  all  valued  at 100,000  00 


TotaJ $1,227,134  10 

The  commercial  importance  of  a  city  is  readily  made  visible  by  a  view  of  its 
ihipping  trad*.     Peona,  in   this  r«sp«ct,  compares  favorably  wiih  any  place  o». 
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the  Illinois  river.     Below  will  be  found  the  number  of  arrivals  each  month  at 

St.  Louis  from  the  Illinois  river,  in  1850,  as  will  be  seen,  (on  page  108,)  thaJ  634 

of  the  783  were  from  Peoria. 

The  following  shows  the  monthly  arrivals  of  steamboats,  (exclusive  of  barges,- 

&e.,)  at  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  from  the  Illinois  river,  in  the  years  1847-'48-'49-50: 
Months  In  1847.  1848.  1849.  1850. 

January,      9     26     ..      ..      14     12 

February 8     33     . .      . .     19     55 

March 85     72     ..      ..     83 .91 

April, 91     67     ..     ..     63     70 

May,       1C6     82     ..      ..     42     69 

June,      60 53     ..      ..     56     83 

July,       58     55     ..      ..     33     56 

August.        ..       :      ..     ..     41     71     ..      ..     62     75 

September, 45     64     ..      ..     87     63 

October,      67 70     ..      ..     70     68 

November, 60     63     ..     ..     93     98 

December,.. 38     34     ..      ..     65     53 

Total, ....658                     690                 686  788 

*rhe  sums  total  for  the  same  }  430                     429                 401  493 

years  from  the  Ohio ) 

Fromthe  Upper  Mississippi,     717                      697                  606  635 

"     "     Missouri  River, 314                     327                 355  390 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Illinois  trade  is  increasing,  and  compares  well 

with  the  other  three  rivers  in  our  commercial  intercourse  with  our  sister  city 
and  great  Emporium  of  the  west. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  which  wa  have  observed  for  several  years  past, 
we  now  proceed  to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  Trade  aud  Commerce  of  Peoria; 
The  table  we  have  compiled  on  page  108,  in  relation  to  the  Steamers  engaged  the 
past  year  in  the  trade,  on  the  Illinois  river,  we  can  safely  commend  to  the  public 
as  reliable.  We  have  with  care  and  attention  compiled  them  from  authentic 
returns  of  the  proper  officer.  Such  information,  it  seems  to  us,  must  not  only 
be  desirable  to  statesmen  and  the  Legislature,  but  useful  to  every  one.  The 
merchant  and  man  of  business  desires  to  know,  and  to  be  successful  he  ought 
to  know,  the  current  and  direction  of  commerce — the  supply  and  demand — the 
facilities  of  approach  to,  and  departure  from,  every  important  commercial  point 
within  the  country,  and  the  amount  and  character  of  their  exports, — for  that 
purpose  we  give  the  following,  which  we  have  received  from  a  reliable  source. 

From  a  statement  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  St.  Louis  for  the  year  1850, 
in  the  Republican  of  that  city,  it  appears  that  from  the  Illinois  rive»  has  been 
furnished  about  three-fifths  of  all  the  wheat  taken  into  the  St.  Louis  market! 
The  entire  receipts  being  estimated  at  3,334,874  bushels,  including  flour  reduced 
to  wheat  at  the  rate  of  1  barrel  to  5  bushels.  Of  the  277,480  received  from  the 
Mississippi  river,  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  quile  two-thirds  are  the  pro- 
duction of  this  State  above  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river. 

By  the  same  statement  it  appears  that  the  receipts  of  corn  at  St.  Louis,  in 
^reased  over  those  of  1849  about  300  |»er  cent.  The  average  price  of  which 
«inee  March  last  has  beenxivsr  50cts.,  at  no  time  falling  below  44.     Oats  « ho v* 
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an  increase  for  1850  of  250  per  cent.     The  range  of  the  prices  having  been  iiA 
May,  58a60;  June,  55^56;  July,  53a55  :  November.  40tt4]  ;  and  in  December,^ 
45a50cts.     On  the  otlier  hand  there  v.'ere   60,000  less  of  hogs  slaughtered  at 
St.  Louis  in  1850  than  in  1849. 

BUSINESS  PROSPECTS  OF  THE  CITY. 
We  are  happy  to  notice  material  changes  already  manifesting  themse  Ives  in 
the  business  aspect  of  the  city  v^'ith  the  return  of  spring.  By  tlie  sickness  of  the 
two  past  years  from  cholera,  we  have  lost  largely  in  population,  directly  and  in- 
directly ;  and  also,  in  a  measure,  deranged  the  channels  and  course  of  busi- 
ness. With  the  past  plentiful  harvest,  good  prospects  of  business  have  been 
flowing  in  upon  us  this  winter^  and  we  feel  satisfied  that  we  shall  regain  in 
a  short  time  all  we  have  lost. 

Those  who  have  suffered  the  most  have  been  the  householders  and  mechanics. 
For  many  years  the  city  has  been  so  thronged  vrith  inhabitants  that  dwelhnga 
and  places  of  business  could  nat  be  had  to  accommodote  all — consequently, 
"  For  Rent,"  was  rarely  sesn  for  the  last  three  years  ; — our  increase  was  about 
1,000  per  year,  and  all  places  being  engaged  before  that  notice  became  necessa- 
ry. Now,-  however,  the  aspect  of  things  is  changed.  During  last  year  t!ie 
number  of  new  buildings  has  been  some  smaller  than  the  year  before,  and  hence 
many  mechanics,  who  had  found  steady  employr.ient  before,  have  been  idle,  or 
left  the  city ;  and  so  too  with  day  laborers,  who  now^  have  gone  on  to  farms  in  the 
country. 

Siill,  with  all  these  untoward  causes,  last  year  and  this,  a  goodly  number 
of  very  large  new  buildings,  public  and  private,  of  a  higher  order  of  merit  than 
■usual,  will  be  found  in  process  o£  completion.  They  are  highly  ornamental  to 
the  city.  Of  the  private  residences,  we  notice  quite  a  number  of  fine  brick 
tuildings,  and  som.e  expensively  finished.  Of  business  stands  of  the  more  es- 
pensive  kind,  and  of  large  size,  we  may  note  the  foilov.'iiig: 

Two  very  extensive  Foundries;  one  a  Brass  and  Iron  Foundry  and  Machine 
Shop — a  two-story  brick  btjilding,  95  feet  on  Eaton,  by  70  feet  on  Adams  Ktreet, 
owned  by  IVTessrs.  Moore,  Springer  &  Ce.,  at  which  they  have  just  finished  a. 
Bteam  Engine  of  12  horse  power,  (the  first  ever  manufactured  in  Peoria.)  manu- 
facrured  for  John  Dredge  &  Co.,  (see  the  advertisement  of  each  in  Business 
Directory  ;)  the  other  is  a.  frame  building,  two-story,  100  feet  by  50  feet,  on  the 
corner  of  Walnut  and  Water  streets,  owned  by  Mr.  Wm.  Peters,  where  every 
variety  of  iron  castings  and  Blill-machinsry  can  be  made  to  order  or  pattern. 
Another  very  fine  three-story  brick  steam-power  Turning  and  Cabinet  Shop,  30 
feet  by  40  feet,  at  the  foot  of  Chestnut  street ;  and  a  large  frame  building,  cG  feet 
by  6i  feet,  for  finishing  and  ware  rooms,  on  the  ground  where  their  old  one  stood, 
on  Water  street,  and  now  occupied  by  SIsssrs.  Fridley  &  Lincoln,  since  the  de- 
etruction  by  fire  of  their  former  establishment,  (July  15th.*)  xllso  a  Blacksmith 
and  Machine  shop,  on  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Washington  streets  ;  a  frama 
building,  35  feet  by  50  feet,  ovined  by  Mr.  Thomas  Scholey.  See  his  adver- 
tisement in  Business  Directory.  J.  H.  3IcCn!l  has  also  rebuilt  his  mill  fo»' 
country  work  on  the  site  of  the  one  biirr.fd  on  the  5th  of  March,  1850,  and  j*- 
Bow  ready  for  busiaess.  *See  anic-p.  139. 


Nei«BB&    OF    BCII.BIXGS    ERfiUTBD.  ]  47 

Also  a  large,  frame  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Elm  street,  owned 
by  Messrs.  Moss  &  Eradley,  64  feet  by  70  feet,  for  a  Warehouse  and  Hay-press. 
'The  hay  is  pressed  by  horse  power,  and  from  20  to  30  bails  is  put  np  per  day, 
averaging  3.50  lbs.  per  bail.  And  just  adjoining  the  city  plat,  near  the  termina- 
tion of  Grove  street,  Mr.  A.  S.  Cole  has  just  put  into  operation  a  Flouring-mill 
and  Distillery,  where  he  intends  to  work  and  convert  1,600  bushels  of  grain  per 
day  into  the  Ardent.  This  is  a  four-story  building,  70  feet  by  100  feet,  with  a 
wing  30  feet  by  60  feet,  and  covers  an  area  of  8,800  feet  of  ground,  fronting  on 
the  river  130  feet,  and  contains  more  feet  of  square  timber  than  any  other  build- 
ing in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  cost  the  proprietor  not  less  than  $33,000.  The 
foundation  of  the  Chimney  is  12feet  high,  of  cut  stone,  and  the  whole  hight  is 
85  feet  and  contains  125,000  brick  ;  the  flue  is  5  feet  in  the  clear — the  furnace 
contains  50,000  brick .;  the  boilers  each  are  32s-  feet  long  and  3^  feet  diameter — 
18  inch  cylinder  engine  with  4  feat  stroke — a  fly-wheel  22  feet  in  diameter,  and 
weiffhs  5  tons  ; — this  engine  is  calculated  for  four  run  of  burr  Btones,  two  for 
wheat  and  two  for  corn.  The  dreadful  Worm  of  this  Distillery  is  600  feet  in 
length  of  copper,  and  lies  coiled  up  in  a  tank  submerged  in  1,000  barrels  of 
•water,  arid  was  manufactured  in  Peoria,  cost  $3,000,  and  is  able  to  kill  30,000 
human  beings  annually,  if  they  come  within  its  influence.— .Settare,  fellow 
mortals  ! 

And  last,  though  not  least,  a  very  fine  Congregationalist  Ghurch  is  nearly 
completed,  standing  on  the  north  side  of  Main  staeet,  between  JefTerson  and 
Madison  streets.     It  is  44  by  64  feet,  with  a  fine  basement  room  for  Sessions,  &c. 

Besides  those  above  enumerated,  many  line  private  m.ansions  and  dwellings 
have  been  put  up  the  past  season. 

The  above  are  sorae  of  the  buildings  which  will  be  completed  this  year,  and 
are  enou=]t  to  show  onr  friends  abroad  that  we  are  not  idle,  nor  materially  hurt. ' 

The  number  cf  buildings  erected  in  the  city  of  Peoria  for  the  last  three  years 
are  as  follows  : 

In  1848    1st  Ward,  17  Brick  and  29  Frame.  Total  in  the  Ward,  46 

2d    "  14         "  13     ■•'  "  "        32 

3d    •-'  18         "  13      "  '•  "        31 

4th  "  4  ••  12      "  "  "        16 

Total  in  1848, ..,.......,..,.,....     I:i5 

In  1849,    1st  Ward,  20  Brick  and  49  Frame.  Total  in  the  Ward,  69 

yd      "       26      "  48      "  '■•  "        74 

3d      "       23      "  28      "  <■'  "        55 

4th    "        IG      "  30      "  "  "      _  46  ^ 

Total  in  1849, 245 

?ri  1850.  1st  Ward.  10  Brick  and  49  Frame.  Total  in  the  Ward.    59 

2d   ,     "      20        "  44        "  "  "        64 

3J        "      27        "       -   27        "  "  '•       54 

4th.     "       11        "  21        "  "  "        32  ^ 

Total  in  1859, 209 

Blaking  the  grand  total  for  the  three  years, 579 

Which  shows  in  1849  an  increase  of  120  buildings  over  those  put  up  in  1848,. 
lund  36  more  than  the  past  year  of  1850- 
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January  Ist, 
January  1st, 
January  1st, 
January  1st, 
January  1st, 
March  1st, 
Feb'y  1st, 
Feb"y     1st, 


AKNUAL  census  since  JANUARY,  1644. 

,  1844,  the  number  of  inhabitants  were.  1,G19  Increase. 

'4b               "                   "  1,934  315 

'46               "                   "             ■  2.392  458 

'47              "                  '"  3,014  622! 

'48              ~'s-                  "  4,079'  1,035 

'49              "                  "  5,061  979" 

'50               "                   "  5.890  820 

'51               '•                   "  6,202  312 


CHUECHES  AND  SOCIETIES, 


;.v^i'  'Vr*    '"    METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.  "/ 

^his  was  the  first  Church  organized  iu  Peoria.  There  were  some  few  church- 
going  people  here  prior  to  1833,  who  occasionally  had  the  Word  dispensed  among 
them,  of  various  denominations, — many  of  them  are  here  yet  scattered  in  the 
several  Churches.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  eubsequent  to  its  permanent 
organization,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  G.  Porter,  a  Presbyterian,  preached  for  them 
at  the  ©ourt  House.  A  Meghodist  Class  had  been  organized,  of  which  Mark 
M.  Aiken  was  the  first  Class-leader,  composed  of  Wm.  Eads  and  wife,  Laura 
P»le,  and  a  few  othari,    The^Rov.  Zadock  Hall,  (who  ii  yet  living  in  thii  vi" 
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Cinity ,)  of  the  Chicago  Cirruit,  with  Dr.  Heath  of  St.  Xouis  and  ths  Rev.  Joha 
St.  Clair  of  Ottawa,  organized  a  Cbureh  some  time  in  August,  1834,  with  but 
seven  or  eight  members,  viz  :  Wm.  Eacls  and  wife,  Samuel  B.  King  and  wife, 
M.  M.  Aiken,  Laura  Hale,  (wife  of  Asahel  Hale.)  Hannah  Harker,  (wife  of 
J  ihn  McCoy,)  and  Elizabeth  Waters.  The  meetings  were  held  in  the  old  Court 
House  *  (the  little  two-atory  building  between  the  Ferry-house  and  old  Fort 
Clark,)  and  private  dwellings  until  1340,  when  a  frame  building  28  by  40  feet 
was  completed,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Church  lot.  In  1844  there  was  added 
to  the  rear  of  this  building  15  feet,  making  the  interior  of  the  building  then  40 
by  43  feet,  which  was  occupied  (ill  the  spring  of  1849,  when  it  was  sold  and  tha 
building  removed.  In  the  summer  of  1847  they  commenced  the  present  build- 
ing, (which  was  dedicated  on  the9rhof  September,  1349,)  being  a  large  brick 
60  by  90  feet,  with  a  basement  containing  four  large  Class-rooms  and  a  Lecture 
room  43  by  60  feet,  which  is  used  as  a  Female  Seminary,  under  the  control  of 
the  M.  E.  Board  of  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Church.  A  view  of  the  building 
is  here  given.  It  stands  on  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Madi.«on  streets  ; — tha 
present  number  of  members  is  250  present  minister  is  J.  C.  Parks — Presiding 
Elder,  Kav,  John  Chandler. 

MAIN-STREET  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 
This  Church  (New  School)  was  organized  December  28,  1834,  by  the  ReT, 
Romulus  Barnes  and  the  Rev.  Flavel.Bascom,  with  thirteen  members.  Joshaa 
Aiken,  Enoch  Cross  and  Moses  Pettengill,  were  chosen  Elders.  Mr.  Bascom, 
under  the  care  of  the  Am.  H.  M.  Society,  took  up  a  temporary  residence  here, 
and  preached  a  part  of  the  time  until  November  22,  1335,  when^the  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Porter  became  the  minister,  and  preached  with  great  faithfulness  to 
'•  crowded  rooms,"  for  then  there  was  not  a  meeting-house  in  the  county.  On 
the  24th  April,  1836,  the  edifice  known  since  as  the  Main-street  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  erected.  The  church  now  numbered  47  members.  On  the  10th ' 
December,  1837,  the  Rev.  John  Spaulding  became  the  pastor,  and  continued  till 
March  1, 1841,  when  he  left  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Seamen's  Friend  Society,  New  York  city.  The  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers up  to  this  time  was  107.  About  the  1st  of  January,  1842,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
T.  Allan  suceeeded  and  continued  till  the  summer  of  1843,  when  the  Rev.  Geo. 

W.  Pyle  was  called  to  the  charge,  and  continued  the  pastor  :  the  Rev.  Mr. ■ 

Lamb  succeeded,  and  continued  for  a  year,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  W.  H.  Starr 
became  the  pastor;- — during  his  ministry  (he  being  a  Congregationalist)  a  divis- 
ion arose  in  the  Church,  and  in  November,  1847,  by  a  vote  of  the  members  it 
was  dissolved,  so  that  this  Church  is  now  extinct,  and  it  assumed  the  name  and 
became  a  Main-street  Congregational  Church, — retaining  a  portion  of  its  mem- 
bers and  congregation,  and  a  part  joined  the  Seeond  Presbi/terian  and  Baptist 
Churches.  In  November  of  1848,  the  Rev.  Levi  Spencer  became  the  pastor, 
with  seventeen  members,  and  continues  to  the  present  time.  In  the  spring  of 
1850  the  old  Main-street  building  was  torn  down  (having  stood  14  years)  to  make 
room  for  a  more  commodious  and  .stately  edifice,  which  building  is  of  brick,  and 
is  44  by  64  feet,  and  the  main  side  wall  33  fast  in  hight.  It  now  numbers  aboul 
JOO  members,-~S«e  ante.  p.  94. 
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'    '  ■•■  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.        ; 

A  public  meeting  of  gentlemen  friendly  to  the  establishment  of  a  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  this  county,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Garrett,  in  Peo- 
ria, oathe  27lli  October,  1834.  The  Rev.  Palmer  Dyer,  from  New  York,  pre- 
sided, and  William  Frisby,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Secretary.  An  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized  in  due  form,  by  the  name  of  St.  Jude's  Church,  Peoria- 
This  is  understood  to  be  the  first,  and  as  yet  the  only  regularly  organized  parish, 
of  any  denomination,  in  tlie  county.  The  following  gentlemen  are  the  officers 
duly  elected  : 

The  Rev.  Palmer  Dyer,  iJec/or. 

Messrs.  Edward  Dickinson,  Samuel  C.  Baldwin,  Wardens.         '        '  '-' 

Messrs.  A.  O.  Garrett,  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Frye,  Wm.  Mitchell,  Dr.  Rudolphus 
Rouse,  Dr.  Geo.  Kellogg,  P.  A.  Westervelt,  Wm.  Frisby,  A.  M.  Hunt,  Vestry- 
men. ■William  Frisby,  Esq.,  Clerk. — Ilanois  Champion,  Nov.  1,  1331.  [This 
Church  is  now  extinct.] 


ST.^PAUL'S  CHURCH,  PEORIA.  .' 

The  Corner  Stone  of  thisbuilding^waslaidin  October,  1849  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Philander  Chaise,  of  Illinois.  It  was  finished  and  Dedicated  on  the  15th  of  Sep-, 
temter,  1850.  A  correct  view  of  its  exterior  is  given  above  which  cost  $5,500. 
This  Church  will  seat  350  persons,  pews  all  taken.     Rev.  J.W.Cracraft,  Rector. 

UNITARIAN  CHURCH. 
This  was  constituted  in  June,  1840,  with  11  members:  Rev.  Benjamin  Hun- 
tooH,  pastor.    The  minister  leaving  for  the  east  shortly  afterwards,  and  noi 
faturning,  the  church  has  become  estinct,  .     ,  _•  ._  ..  ,    .' 
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FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  :  !-"  • 
This  Church  (Old  School)  was  organized  by  the  Rev,  John  Birch,  on  the  itd 
of  December,  1834.  The  congregation  was  incorporated  by  the  trustees  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1835,  and  the  house  of  worship  erected  during  the  spring  of  tha 
same  year.  First  Board  of  Tru.stees— Samuel  Lowry,  Andrew  Gray,  John 
Sutherland,  NeI_son  Buck  and  P.  A.  Wectervelt.  Ruling  Elders— Samuel  Low- 
ry, and  John  Sutherland.  This  Church  was  without  a  Pastor  in  18-13,  and 
subsequently  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  school-house  till  in  1347.  when  tho 
house  and  lot  was  sold  and  moved  on  to  another  part  of  the  lot,  (being  on  the 
corner  of  Adams  and  Jackson  streets,)  and  converted  into  dwelling  houses.- 
[This  Church  is  now  estinct.] 


■i^ 


BAPTI.sT  CHURCH.  " 

Thi.s  was  constituted  on  Sunday,  August  14,  1836,  with  ten  membere,  six  Enale 
and  four  female.  It  has  since  frequently  been  without  a  stated  minister,  so  that 
its  increase  has  been  slow.  In  1843  Elder  Isaac  D.  Newell  became  the  P&ator 
preaching  every  fortnight,  the  alternate  Sabbaths  being  passed  at  Tremont. 

In  1846,  under  Elder  N."s  super-vdsion,  the  church  of  which  the  obove  is  a 
view  was  built.  In  1846,  Elder  Henry-  G.  Weston  became  the  resident  ia  charge 
End  the  Church  has  increased  very  much  in  the  last  year  ;  the  communicants 
now  number  95  under  the  present  Pastor,  H.  G.  Wesion. 

SECOND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHUR€>H. 

This  was  organized  October  31.  1840,  by  the  election  and  installation  of  three 
Ruling  Eider-s,  lo-wit :  Henry  Schnebiy,  Clark  D.  Powell,  and  Joseph   fiach'" 


r,K©  «inraoHSs  and  lodhit*. 

elder,  and  by  tfis  ordination  of  one  Deacon,  William  Weis,  The  number  of 
members  at  thai  time  was  24.  In  1843.  unJer  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Keller,  a  brick  meeting-house  50  by  40  feet  was  erected,  on  the  corner  of  the 
alley,  west  side  of  Fulton  between  Adams  and  Jefferson  streets.  The  Church 
now  numbers  120  ;  many  of  them  were  members  of  the  old  Main-st  Church, 
and  is  now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Addison  Coffee. 

THE  A'LBRIGHT  GERMAN  EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION, 

Was  constituted  in  April,  1847,  withfiv*  members,  (?■  families.)  by  Rev.  Wm. 

Kolb  as  Pastor;  the  Rev. Kob,  Presiding  Elder.     The  same  seas  or.'  they 

commenced  and  built  a  frame  house  20  by  30  ft.  on  the  west  side  of  Chestnnt-st 
between  Jefferson  street  and  the  Munson  and   Sanford   Addition.     The  present 

Pastor  is  Rev.  Rechael,  and  they  now  number members. 

OAMPBELLITES,  OR  DISCIPLES'  CHURCH. 

This  Church  wasAstostituted  in  September,  1844,  with  fifteen  members,  by 
Elder  W^illiam  Tilf^rd,  without  any  stated  plaee  of  worship, — meeling  some- 
times in  the  school  houses  and  private  dwellings,  which  they  still  continue  to  do, 
■with  Richard  B.  M'Corkle,  the  Eldwr  in  charge  ;  they  now  number  about  40 
members. 

THE  WESLEY  CONNECTION  CHURCH. 

This  Church  was  constituted  about  the  1st  of  September,  1849,  by  the  Rev. 
C  II.  Drake,  with  five  members  of  the  31.  E.  Church  in  this  city — dissenters. 
They  have  no  stated  place  or  time  of  meeting, — sometimes  in  private  houses  and 
sometimes  in  school  houses  ;  they  now  number  15  or  20  members,  under  th« 
pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Eaton. 

PEORIA  LODGE,  NO.   15. 

Organized  January  8,  1842.  Meets  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  corner  Fulton  -street 
and  Printers'  Allej^,  on  the  Monday  night  preceding  each  full  moon,  except  when 
the  moon  fulls  on  Monday,  and  then  on  that  night.  Number  of  members  47. 
The  first  officers  under  the  Charter  were  installed  under  prepent  deputation  by 
P.  M.  S.  De  Witt  Drown.  After  the  installation  and  bi3sines.s  of  the  Lodgo, 
was  passed  over,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  pa.'^eej: 

"  Resolved,  That  P.  M.  S.  De  Wht  Drown,  P.  W.  M.  of  Chester  Lodge  No. 
71,  Ohio,  be  admitted  a  member  of  this  Lodge,  and  be  permitted  at  all  timeaa 
seat  in  the  same  as  such."      The  present  officers  are  : 

Tliomas  J.  Pickett,  W.  M.        John  W.  Hitchcock,  S.  W. 
Wra.  E.  Baine,  J.  W.  Jacob  Darst,  Treasurer, 

Thomas  Cheyney.  Sec'y.  P.  De  Witt  Drown,  S.  D.  p.  f. 

Eli  N.  Povi'p.ll,  J.  D.  Andrew  Thompson,  Tyler. 

This  Lodge,  with  the  R.  A.  Chapter  and  Temple  Lodge  No.  46,  meet  in  their 
Hall  in  the  3d  story  of  the  brick  building  on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Printers'  Alley 
and  Fulton  streetr— entrance  No.  4  Fulton  street. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Peoria  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  7,  held  at  their  Hall 
"n  Tuesday  evening,  the  llth  Feb.,  the  following  pompanvons  were  elected  ofli- 
«>r»  thereof  for  thr  oisuinc  twolvi;  nionli)»,  viz  ;  ...  g 
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John  Jewell,  H.  P.  .  ,-i  C.  B.  Stebtins,  K. 

James  Daugherty,  S.  .     ,     ,■■•  E.  Andrew.  C.  H.        .     ■ 

■      W.  E.  Baine,  P.  S.  ^    '  ■"■    '^  J.  Liebonstein,  G.  31.  SJ  Veil  ; 

Theodore  A.  Walker,  S:  •  ■    -"■■■''  W.  S.  Mos8,  G;  M.  2d  Veil. 

Jacob  Darst,T.  N.  Boilvin,  G.  M.  1st  Veil. 

Abraham  Woolstein,  C  Wm.    Widenham,  G. 
llegular  maetings  on  the  second  and  Tuesday  of  eacli  month. 

TEMPLE  L0DG£  NO.  46,  IN  CITY  OF  PEORIA. 
John  C.  Heyl,  W.  M.  John  T.  Lindsey,  S.  W. 

f  D.  D.  Stevison,  J.  W.  Thomas  L.  Davis,  Treasurer. 

-     N.  S.  Tucker,  Secretary.  David  Rudecker,  Senior  Deacon 

P.  M.  Comsgys,  1st  Steward.  Jacob  Littleton,  Junior  Deacon. 

A.  M'Henry,  2d  Steward.  Wm.  Widenham,  Tyler. 

Regular  rdoetings  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  each  month — 59  members. 

INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 
Columbus  Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  21,  was  instituted  in   Peoria  on  tha  8tli 
of  December.  1846.     The  following  \yere  the  oflicers,  viz: 

Jolin  M.  Law.  N.  G.  Henry  A.  Foster.R.  S. 

J.  M.  Pnyns,  V.  G.  James  L.  Fash,  T. 

This  Lodge  now  numbers  70  members,  and  meets  every  Tuesday  evening  at 
7  o'clock,  at  their  Hall,  corner  of  Main  and  Water  streets. 

Peoria  Encampment  of  I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  15,  was  instituted  February  7th,  1359. 
The  following  were  tlie  officers,  viz  : 

John  M.  Law.  C.  P.  Charles  Fisher,  J.  W. 

H.  G.  Anderson.  H.  P.  Henry  A.  Foster,  Scribe. 

Elih.j  N.  Powell,  S.  W.    ,'■':."  John  Anderson,  T.  .    ■*' 

This  Encampment  7iumbers  17  rtiembers,  a»d  meets  on  the  1st  and  3d  Ftiday 
evenings  of  each  month,  attheir  Hall,  corner  Main  and  Water  streets. 

UNIVERSALIST  SOCIETY. 

■  Organization  of  the  first  Universalist  Society  of  Peoria,  under  the  ministra- 
tion of  the  ReV.  Mr.  Kinny,  6th  May,  1843 — number  of  members  21 ;  present 
number,  37.  Rev.  W.  B.  Linell,  Pastor ;  A.  A.  Couch,  D.  Blakely  and  N. 
Howe,  present  Trustees.     House  of  worship,  on  Fulton-street.  •    '" 

THE  PEORIA  CITY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  ■'^vOi.ovja 

Was  organized  on  the  19th  of  April,  1848.  The  following  are  tha  members" 
of  the  soci"ty  :  viz. 

H.  II.  Waite,  President.  W.  R.  Hamilton,  Vice  President 

J.  C.  Frye,  Treasurer.        J.  Murphy.  Secretary. 
R.  Rouse,  E.  Dickenson,  F.  A.  M"Neill,  E.  Andrew, 

E.  S.  Cooper,   .Tohn  L.Hamilton,    John  D.  Arnold,'       James  T.  Stewart; 
E.  M.Colburn.    ■      John  Niglass. 

PEORIA  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY. 

This  was  organized  on  its  present  basis  February  22, 1842,  although  a  society 
had  previously  existed  since  1833,  if  not  longer.  The  present  officers  are  Den- 
nis Blakely,  President ;  John  M"Clay  Smith,  vice-President ;  John  S.  Pierce, 
Treasurer ;  Whitney  Smith,  Secretary.  This  Society  held  frequent  meetinga, 
through  the  year  and  elected  their  officers  annually,  which  they  still  continue  tp 
do.  Number  of  enrolled  members  are  Aow  750,  About  tlie  8th  of  January^ 
1847,  a  Grand  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  was  instituted  at  Chicago,  in 
this  State,  and  Charters  granted  to  subordinate  Divisions  :  among  them  w?iy 
one  for  Peoria,  No.  15,  wkich  was  organized  as  follows;  viz  ;' 
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*®-^'  «Ht;s«u»i  AtrB  e.6B!ETit«i. 

...  -  ■■'..■  '•".  ■■.■  .-.,•>•  ist  , .     ■  .  ■    .u  .,;;■■■'.  :'■  .    "' 

'  ,.  ,.    ;  !,:'"'■■.■    '        'Q.uart'if  ','■''      '  /■' 

''■:,■•  ,    ■   .        ••/  ;  Saniual  H.  ■,',,.■ 

,i;-.     v.-   .       •.     \'-.  Da\is,    W.    P.;  ■         i   •.!''-;,•    \. 

■■''•'.       •'     Elwood  Andrew,  W.  :  '   "'•■      • 

A. ;  Jesse  L.  Knowltpn,  fl. 
?B. ;  Enoch  f.  Sloan,  A.  R.  S. ;  Joseph  S.  Maus,  F.  S. ;  Sainuof 
B.  King,  Treas'r. ;  r\  Thomas  J.  Pickett, 

..v';..'v'.    V         . C. ;  Sam-'l  Smith,  ^^-^^W^  A.  C. ;  S.De  Witt         ■     - 
'■'"      '  Drown,  I.  S. ;       yMy^W^  Benjara'n  Ban- 

vard,  O.  S. ;  J.  R.  Z^^^^\  Crandali,  P.W.P.    :•  "■  ■.      •    : 
Peoria  Division  No.  ^W  15,  was  organized  on 

'■'■'  ths  23th  of  May.  1847.     Saven  others  were  organized  in  the     ', ,', 

_;':_.,      ,  county  the  eame  year,       .    -  ,  ■  ■      ..   .,      . 

S.  De  Witt  Drown,  .'       -: .     '  --l  ■'• 

't;--  ^■    ,  ■  v.;    ■'';'•;,-  Dep.G.W.P.  '!''/:''''■'/' '^  ''  J  '  ■. 

,,:,\,.  __.       ...'!..''■'>,.,,,  in  1S49,  &      ■        ■''''/,■','''-'■-'' 

■■'■'  '  '^'   •  '   '-•'■■'  •■  ^■■:\        :      1850.  '  %■      '.:.■  '':'.  '  ■"  /  '.  ".'..-'■■ 

V  ....     ...  ,..  y 

'The  temperance  cause  seemed  to  flourish  greatly  for  a  season;  however  in  about 
12  months  it  began  to  wane,  when  two  of  the  Divisions  surrendered  their  Char- 
ters, some  of  their  msmbers  joining  the  other  two  in  the  city. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1343,  a  Union  of  Daughters  of  Temperanco  was 
instituted,  and  subsequently  a  second,  which  '•  run  well  fora  season,"  and  then 
surrendered  their  charter ;  and  about  six  months  since  the  old  Union  disbanded. 

About  a  year  since  a  Charter  was  obtained  from  Philadelphia  for  a  Seciian 
of  didets  of  Temperance.  Tliese  several  Societies  no.v  number  about  900 
members, 

AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 
This  Church  i.-;  composed  of  the  colored  members  of  the  M.  E.  Cliuroh  of  this 
ej{y  and  was  constituted  in  December,  1348,  with  four  members,  by  the  Rev.  S. 
J.  Douglass  of  Cincinnati.  They  were  first  supplied  by  Rev.  Daniel  Brestle, 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  this  city — subsequently  by  colored  preachers  from  other 
itations.  They  have  no  house  of  their  own  yet,  but  hold  their  meetings  in  a 
school-house  in  the  Ist  Ward  ;  they  now  number  about  10  or  fifteen  members, 
Jvnd  are  supplied  by  the  Rev.  BenjaraiA  Brooks  for  this.  year. 

THE  SWEDENBORG,  OR  NEW  JERUSALEM  CHURCH. 

A  small  brick  building  was  erected  in  1846,  on  ths  corner  of  Hamilton  and 
Jefferson  streets,  of  25  by  35  feet,  plainly  finished,  for  worship.  On  the  1st  of 
January,  1847,  a  church  was  constituted  by  Rev.  J.  Randolph  Hibbard,  with  14 
meiiibers,  wlio  continued  as  their  pastor  until  October  JS49,  wtien  the 
R«v.  N.  C.  Burnbam  became  their  pastor.  The  church  now  numbers  34 
feaembeni 


■f 

THE  GERMAN  PROTESTANT  CHURCH. 

Tliis  Church  was  organized  and  met  a3  a  church  for  worsliipin  Juna,  1846. 
iinderthe  pastoral  care  of  M.  Ruppelius  with  40  members,  at  the  Court  House. 
•Ppd  now  numbers  about  150  members. 

.  ST.  MARY^S  SCHOOL.  .     .* 

.!.'  Rt  Rev.  Philander  Chase,  U.  D.,  Visitor.  "•"      •''      ■•V^'''"    , 

i"'  Rev.  J.- S.  Chamberlain,  Principal  Lecturer.  ■,    ,  i,  '      ••/il'z 

,-.        Mrs.  Mary  C.  Chamberlaia,  Principal  Teacher.        .  v,  ■.,_■:;,.-.•■■,  ■;,, 
V  Miss  Maria  H.  Chamberlain.  Matron. 

'.      •    Mrs.  Griffiths,  Teacher  of  3Iusie. 

Established  January  1st,  1S59.  Terms  semi-annual — 1st  Wednesday  of  May 
and  November  of  each  j'ear. 

, PEORIA  FEMALE  SCHOOL.    •  '     '    -     ". 

Located  on  JefTevaon,  between  Fulton  and  Liberty  streets.  -:     v. 

^,;  John  Hamlin,  Harney  Lightner,        John  Reynolds,    '.\:J' 

Jacob  Gale,  Amos  P.  Bartlett,  are  the  Trustees. 

'■•i      Miss  E.  Fuller,  Principal.  Miss  E.  Ackerman,  Assistant. 

Four  termi  11  weeks  each,  with  6  weeks  vacation  in  August  and  September. 
All  brancl'.es  of  English  taught  with  French,  Drawing,  Painting,  and  ornamen- 
tal needle-work.     Number  of  Scholars  limited  to  twenty-five  for  each  teacher. 
THE  WESLEYAN  SEMINARY  OF  PEORIA,  ILLINOIS. 
This  Seminary  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  in  February  last,  (1851,) 
constituting  the  following  named  gentlemen  Trustees  of  the  same,  viz  : 
James  Boyce,  R.  L.  Hanniman,  Geo.  C.  Bestor, 

%..         David  Markley,  Milton  Bourne,  Ruben  II.  Moffit 

.r  J.  W.  Stogdell,  Matthew  M'Reynolds,"-;;^: Edwin  M.  Colbura, 

'  •  Francis  Mills,  Washington  Cockle,  C.  J.  Parks, 

Joseph  C.  Frye,  Thos.  J.  Piskett,  John  Fosnacht,, 

N.  H.  Purple,  James  Ferguson,  Wm.  E.  Robinson, 

William  Hale,  Enoch  P.  Sloan,  J.  P.  Hotchkiss, 

Schuyler  Scriven,  and  John  Chandler,  Trustees. 
Having  purchased  the  Mitchell  House,  on  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  JefTar- 
Bon  streets,  where  the  Seminary  vi'ill  be  opened  on  the  3d  week  in  August,  1851. 
A  school  is  already  opened  by  William  P.  Jones,  Teacher,  in  the  basement  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  designed  as  a  preparatory  department  of  the  Wasleyan  Sem- 
inary. 

THE  PEORIA  INSTITUTE.  ' 

Located  in  the  Baptist  Church.  C.  C.  Bonney,  Principal  Teacher;  Miss 
Adeline  Walker,  Assistant ;  Prof.   C.  W.  Van  Meter,  Teacher  of  Music. 

Four  terms,  eleven  weeks  each,  with  six  weeks  vacation.  The  next  term 
commences  1st  Monday  in  May,  1851.  All  branches  of  English  taught,  with, 
French,  Drawin,  Painting  and  Music. 

THE  FINE  ART3„ 
After  noticing  our  Churches,  Schools,  &c.,  it  would  "be  unpardonabie  in  me 
not  to  give  in  this  place  a  notice  of  the   "  fine  arts  "  of  Peoria.    This  city  haa 
produced  soma  good  gpecimens  in  Painting,  in  various  branches,  by  ourartist?^ 
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and  of  one  I  must  her?  make  mention.  It  waa  painted  by  our  fellow-citizen 
J.  F.  Wilkins,  (an  Englishman  by  birth.)  wlio  came  to  this  place  in  1837.  In 
1849,  with  others  from  this  city,  he  left  for  the  "  Gold  Diggings  "  in  California. 

Ife  took  sketches  of  the  route  on  detalched  sheets,  as  "  pencilings  bv  the 
■u-ay."  He  returned  last  spring,  and  in  April  (1S50)  comnnenced  copyiiicr'them 
for  exhibi'ion  to  the  public,  and  depicted  them  on  thirty-six  hundred  yards  of 
canvass,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  aladjr  who  did  some  of  the  liHu  shades 
(in  the  store  house  chamber  of  W.  E.  Ma,son.  near  the  bridge.)  he  cnmp'eted 
for  exhibition  in  ■our  Court  House  on  the  19ih  of  September  last.  The  follow- 
ing notices  of  its  first  exhibition  is  from  a  communication  that  appeared  in  the 
Dem.  Press  of  this  city,  over  the  signature  of  K.,and  other  papers,  from  which 
we  make  the  following  extracts,  viz  : 

Wilkins'  Panorama.- — This  splendid  artistical  Vv'ork  has  been  exliibited  in 
our  city  only  six  nights,  owing  to  prior  arftngements.  Every  night  numbers 
had  to  be  turned  avvay  that  could  not  get  admission.       *        '■  '      *'       *         * 

I  have  never  traveled  it  myself,  but  the  green  prairies,  the  sandy  deserts,  the 
huge  masses  of  rock,  the  rushing  and  the  gentle  rivers,  the  snow-capped  moun- 
tains, and  the  emigrants  winding  up  the  steep  acclivity,  and  descending  the  al- 
most peipendicular  hills  with  their  oxen  or  mules,  and  covered  wagons,  are  all 
in  the  mind's  eye  as  distinctly  and   as  fresh  as  though  I  had  often    traveled  it. 

When  Mr.  Wilkins  commsncsfd  rolling  the  vast  canvass  and  describing  the 
scenes  pictured  upon  it,  a  stillness  deep  as  the  tomb  itself  pervaded  the  multi- 
tude, and  with  open  mouths  and  stretching  necks  they  looked  upon  the  scene  as 
it  is  unfolded  before  them,  unfatigued  and  undesirous  of  reaching  their  jour- 
ney's end.  Mind,  sense,  sight,  all  seem  wrapped  up  in  the  great  Panorama  be- 
fore us  ;  and  any  one  with  a  little  imagination,  would  actually  believe  that  ho 
was  on  his  way  to  California,  instead  of  viewing  of  the  route.  All,  even  the 
shrubbery  and  the  solitary  boulder  seem  accurately  delineated.  One  moment 
the  be.iuiiful  passes  before  tlie  eve,  th.e  next  the  grand,  then  the  terific  mingled 
with  shutehblime  and  awful.  We  may  read  (;f  these  scenes,  and  however  ac- 
curately they  may  be  described,  we  can  have  but  a  feint  conception  of  them 
but  on  the  canvass  of  Wilkins  they  stand  forth  in  living  naturalness,  just  as  they 
exist  and  as  they  have  existed  for  centuries.  We  see  all  the  dangers  to  which 
the  emigrant  is  exposed — we  can  almost  feel  his  fatigue — we  can  almost  hear  his 
deep  breathing,  after  a  day  of  perilous  toils,  as  he  sleeps  in  some  safe  and  lovely 
spot,  benealli  his  tent  luider  the  shadow  of  a  rock,  or  by  the  trunk.of  some  giant 
tree.  The  rivers,  too,  they  seem  the  living  water  itself,  leaping  and  rushing 
amid  the  rocks,  or  flowing  quietly  and  gently  along  their  level  beds.  Mountains 
with  their  snow-y  tops  and  ragged  sides,  seen  in  the  distance,  gilded  by  the  last 
yays  of  the  setting  sun,  remind  us  of  all  that  Byron  or  Coldridge  have  written 
or  sung  of  the  far-famed  Alpine  scenery.  As  to  its  being  a  correct  delineation 
of  the  "route  1o' California,  we  have  no  doubt — as  to  its  excelling  every  otiier 
Panorama  that  ever  was  exhibited,  in  beauty,  grandeur,  and  sublimity  of  scene- 
ry, we  have  still  less  doubt ;  and  we  do  not  believe  any  person,  young  or  old, 
learned  or  unlearned,  that  has  seen  it  exhibited,  Imt  what  will  say  tliat  it  hs^s 
exceeded  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  Many  in  this  city  v>'ent  night  after 
night  to  see  it,  never  tiring,  never  fatigued,  and  only  complaining,  when  the 
exhibition  ceased,  that  they  could  not  behold  it  again-  K. 

This  painting  left  here  about  the  last  of  September  for  St.  Louis,  where  it 
was  exhibited  for  three  successive  weeks,  and  received  the  foUowidg  notico 
among  others,  viz : 

Wilkins'  Moving  Mirror. — This  magnificent  work  of  art  has  been  such 
J,  subjiSctof  attraction  during  the  past  week,  that  its  exhibition  will  be  contijjued. 


.Cur  readers  will  find,  by  reference  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Mirror,  that  Mr. 
Pe  Franra,a  distinguished  arlistof  this  city,  speaks  of  it  as  a  fine  painliiig,  and 
Major  Fiizpaivifk.  who  has  cfien  viewed  the  scenes  it  represents,  pronounce* 
it  to  he  correct  and  faithfnl. — St.  Louis  Reveille. 

At  St.  Loiiisour  towns^nian.  A.  M.  Hunt,  Esq.,  purchased  and  became  part 
.owner  c.f  this  Panorama,  and  went  from  thence  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  through 
Kenmcky;  when  at  Frankfort  the  following  complimentary  certificate  was  sent 
to  the  proprietors  bv  the  Honorable  members  of  the  Senate  and  Plouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, vis:       Fr.^nkfort,  Jan.  19,  1851. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  liaving 
witnessed  the''exhibi',i()n  of  Wiikins'  Land  Route  to  California,  can  testify  to  the 
great  snrpri.=e  and  exceeding  delight  vvln'ch  liiat  exhibition  afFjrded  us.  It  ii 
not  only  a  work  of  great,  merit  in  an  arti^lical  point  of  view,  but  it  affords  in- 
struction with  amusement.  3Iuch  as  we  have  read  of  the  country  it  represents 
.•we  must  confess  we  had  formed  no  definite  idc;a  of  it  until  after  leaving  seen  this 
panoramic  view  of  a  country  abounding  with  soma  of  the  greatest  natural  curi- 
CMitiea  in  the  world,  and  about  whi-"h  there  is  so  much  interest,  in  consequenc* 
of  the  Railway  about  to  pass  through  it.  We  heartily  commend  this  Panorama 
to  our  countrymen,  assuring  them  there  is  a  rich  treat  to  all  who  slia'I  go  to  see  it. 

THOMAS  Y.  PAYNE,  and  2i  others. 

This  painting  is  to  return  to  this  city  some  time  in  this  month  (March)  for  ex- 
hibition, before  the  proprietors  take  it  to  Europe  to  exhibit  to  the  Ol(i  }yorld  tomo 
of  the  wonder.?  and  scenery  of  the  New. 


Census  of  Illinois.  ■■  '.'■^'i''..;; 

We  publish  below  the  returns  made  upon  the  census  ef  the  state  of  IHinois, 
by  which  it'Y/ill  be  seen  that  the  "Suckers''  are  not  a  few;  and  yet  a  stranger 
who  travels  from  the  Wabash  to  Peoria  and  hence  to  Rock  river  or  in  other  direc- 
tions about  the  State,  over  such  interminable  prairies  upon  which  he  is  frequently 
in  a  perfect  wilderness  with  no  habitation  in  sight  and  rarely  sees  a  thickly  set- 
tled neighborhood,    would  wonder  where  the  840,404  of  people  are. 

What  a  population  v.'ould  Illinois  sujiport  I  He  who  lives  to  the  end  of  th» 
19th  century  will  witness  what  he  would  not  now  believe,  if  it  was  cyphered  out 
for  him  by  any  common  rule.  In  1S40  there  were  474,785  people  and  now  we  see 
there  are  nearly  twice  ag  many;  and  forty  j'ears  ago  all  this  region  was  Indiana 
.Territory!     Those  marked  ('')  have  been  divided  since  1840. 

COUNTIES. 
Adams 
Alexander 
Bond 
Boone 
Brown 

Bureau  .  ' 

Calhoun 
Carroll 
"Gass 

Champaign 
Christian 
Clay    . 


I85n. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

26,507 

14.478 

Clark 

2,497 

3,313  1  Clinton  ' 

6,143 

5,060 

Coles* 

7,627 

1,705 

Cook 

7,^2.3 

4,183 

Crawford 

8,S3-2 

3.067 

Cumberland 

3,228 

1,741 

DeKalb 

4,609 

1.023 

DeWitt 

7.253 

2,981 

DuPage 

2,695 

•  1.475 

Edgar 

3,203 

l',878 

Edwards 

4,290 

3,228 

Efinghaia 

1850. 

184P. 

9,575 

7,453 

5,140 

3,718 

9.356 

9,618 

43,280 

10,201 

7,136 

4,422 

3,728 

7,544 

1,697 

4,992 

3,247 

9,290 

3,535 

10,673 

8,226 

4,915 

3,070 

8,801 

1,675 

15S 

COLUSTIES. 

"Pavette 

Fulton 

Franklin 

Gallatin* 

Greene 

Grundy* 

iiamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Henry 

Henderson 

Irociuoia 

Jacksfjn 

Jasper 

Jefferson 

Jersey  _ 

Jo  I'a\'ie3a 

Johnson* 
Ksno 

Knox 

Kendall 

Lake 

LaSalle* 

Lawrence* 

Lee 

Livingston 

Logan 

Macon* 

Maconpin 

McLean 

McDonough 

McHenry 

Madison 

Marion 

Itarshall 

Massao 

Menard 

Mercer 

Montgomery 

Monroo 

Morgan 
Moultrie 


1550. 
S.099 

22.276 
5,079 
6,449 

13,488 
2.024  ■ 
C,362 

14,753 
3,892 
3,810 
4,C01 
4,150 
5,760 
3,198 
8.099 
7,504 

18,648 
4,121 

10,242 

in,2sa 

7.IU2 

14,134 

17,813 

6,152 

6:289 

1,502 

.    5,120 

4,030 

12,3fil 

10.215 

7,702 

15.060 

20,454 

6,720 

5,181 

3,926 

'     6:351 

5,255 

•   6,235 

7,680 

16,062 

;,241 
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1340. '  COUNTIES 
6,328  •  Mason 
13,142  I  Ogle 
3'.6S2  !  Pulaski 
10!760 'Peoria 
11,951  I  Perry 
I  Pike 
3,945  '  Pope* 
9  0,:!  6  !  Putnam 
i;378  ;  Piatt 
1,260  iPtandolpli 

I  Pock  IslanJ 
1,695  iPucMand 
3,566  iBaline 
1,472  I  Sangamon* 
5^762  ;  Scott 
4,'535  i  Schuyler      , 
0,180  i  Shelby* 
3,626  !  Stark 
6',501  !  St.  Clair 

Stephenson 
Taz'ewell* 
Union 
Vermilion 
Wabash 
Warren' 
59  i  Washington 
2,333  I  Wayne 
3'039  !  White 
7*828  '  Whitesida 
6',565!Will* 
5,308  '  Willianison* 
2^578 '  Woodford 
14.'433  '  Winnebago 
4;742 


7,060  I 

2,634 
9.348 
7.092 
2.035 


1S50. 

5,922 
10.057 

2,268 

17.550 
6,278 

18.797 
3.980 

3.968 
1,607 

11,084 

6,938 
4,012 
5'688 

19,237 
7,919 

10,428 
7,894 
3,732 

20,187 

11,951 

12  054 
7.666 

11,537 
4,690 
8,222 
6,952 
6,827 
8.925 
5,361 

16,709 
7,217 
4.452 

11,731 


1840, 

3,479 

6,153 
3,222 

11,728 
4,094 
2,131 

7,944 
2,610 


14,719 
6,215 
6,972 
6,659 
1,573 

13,631 
2,800 
7  222 
5'.524 
9,303 
4,240 
6,739 
4,810 
5.133 
7,119 
2,514 

10,167 
4,457 

4,609 


1,849 


Total  population        846,494  474,785 

ENTIRi;  POPUL.'iTloX  OF  THE  U.  S. 

Free.  Slaves. 
FreeSta,tes,           13,574,797 

Slave  States,          6.294,938  3,057.234 

Disfs  and  Ter's,        167,985  3,509 


20.057,720    3,070,734 
^^-tirerepresent^ive^ul^ic.^^^ 
sentation  ^vnl  0%^^°^^  ^^'^  ^7;^' ^^1,^^^^^  Pre  provided  for  in  the 

p,ber  of  -present™  at  2^^^  thi^-om  fmotions,  it  ^villbeV.ecessa,^  to  select 
S^£^:^nSS^  SrLgestfractions,  to  each  of  which  are  assign- 
^^^r^^:^;:Si;^eri^Spr:^3:i^s'^"^S^actions.ill  n.pst  probably  be 
NevHaSS  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Indiana,  Maryand 

nois2,  Mississippi  1,  Michigan  1,  Missouri  1-b. 


The  tollovrmg  ciaieb  lusu,  m^..  xu.u,...-_-,  -_     .   .    ^ 
pad  loeo  six, 


'TAt^V 


PEORIA  BUSINESS  DmECTOE 


BUSINESS  CARDS. 
In  giving  ths  following  BusiNEisa  Directory  a  place  in  this  v;ork,  we  be- 
lieve W3  thereby  do  each  aaJ  every  patron  ample  justice  ;  and  we  are  greatfnj 
for  their  liberal  patronage,  as  it  enables  us  by  this  means  to  sustain  ourselves  in 
the  publication  of  the  History  of  our  Country,  which  precedes  these  Cards.  W© 
give  these  cards,  too,  under  the  impression  that  we'  are  doing  our  readers  a  ben- 
efit, for  this  reason :— Thsy  contain  information,  and,  perhaps,  that  very  kind 
among  them  of  the  most  importance  to  the  possessor  of  this  Book  ;  Thsy  point 
directly  to  places  where  they  can  get  Machinery  and  Implements  of  use  and 
utility  ;  Prljohanism,  such  as  thay  wish  ;  Merchandize  and  Groceri^iS  such  as 
they  need,  of  various  kinds.  In  gathering  this  desired  inilirniation,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  public  as  well  as  the  vender,  we  find  some  who  do  not  look  to  their 
interest  nor  to  that  of  their  neighbors — who  are  too  pjnurious  to  ad.vertise  ; — 
Buch,  we  have  no  doubt,  in  due  time,  will  receive  their  reward  according  to 
their  talent. 

From  circumstances  over  which  we  had  no  control,  our  Book  has  been  delay- 
ed far  beyond  the  time-  we  intended  it  should ;  but  its  delay  does  not  impair  its 
utility :  if  worthy,  it  will  be  just  as  valuable  in  133Q  as  1S50,  Vv-ith  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Almanac  and  Business  Directory, — and  we  hope  to  renew  these 
annually,  should  v/e  make  out  by  the  undertaking  to  live,  from  year  to  year  for 
time  to  come.  In  an  active  comraunity  like  ours,  this  kind  of  intelligence  must 
always  be  servicealjle.  For  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  we  have  endavored  to 
make  each  card  as  conspicuous  as  possible,  as  to  price,  space  and  places.  This 
is  the  first  attempt  in  our  city,  and  we  hops  the  plan  may  find  favor ; — if  it  does , 
and  our  friends  encourage  us  in  this  first  undertaking  to  meet  the  expence,  we 
will  '•  try,  try  again,"  with  a  much  more  useful  Almanac  to  the  people  gener- 
ally, and  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  '•  patent  medicine  Almanacs,'"'  notvv'ith- 
Btandiiig  they  are  given  away. 

As  to  the  mechanical  eseeution  of  this  Book-^we  have  v.-i!:h  our  own  hands 
executed  the  press-work,  on  an  old  ■•  Stansbury  Press,  made  in  Cincinnati  m 
1326,"  of  the  old  stamp.  If  not  the  "  best  the  world  could  produce,"  it  is,  at 
least,  equal  to  the  best  that  Peoria  can  produce  at  this  time,  for  Book-printing. 
As  this  is  the  second  hound  Bo'oci  ever  printed  in  this  city,  v.e  are  aware  that 
there  are  many  imperfections,  and,  perliaps,  counted  by  some  too  eccentric  ;  and 
we  are  aware,  too,  that  there  are  many  would-bs  critics  in  the  lit*ary  world  in 
matters  of  this  sort,  even  in  Peoria, — with  such  we  have  nothing  to  do,  norshall 
We  head  them  no  more  than  the  Horse  hooded  the  kick  of  the  Ass  ;  or  ihejOe, 
the  teeth  of  the  ^1*;;.— 3Iarch,  4th  1851.  6.  DE  WITT  DROWN. 


CLEIIGY  OF  THE  CITY  A?ID  THEIR  RESIDENCE, 
nunih^irrf,  N.  C.  SvvecVr  New  Cli.,  resd'ce  on  Perry,  bt.  Main  and  Hamilton  st's.' 
Coffee  Addison,  Pres.  (O,  S.,)  residence  on  Madison,  bt.  Hamilton  &^Fayette  sta; 
Cnicrafc,  John  Wesley,  Ep.,  resid'ee  1st  door  above  St.  Paul'.s  Church,  3Iain-3t. 
M'Corcls  Rich'd  B.,  Cam.  or  Disciple,  res'dce  cor.  Jeff,  and  Eaton  sis. 
Linell  W.  B.,  Un..  res.  on  cor.  Franklin  and  Second  sts. 

Parks  J.  C,  M.  E.,  res'ce  at  Parsonage,  on  Kamilton  bet.  Perry  and  Hale  rsts, 
Riippelius  M.,  Gernian  Protestant,  res.  on  Adams  bet.  3Iain  and  Fulton  sts. 
Spencer  Levi, .Cong.,  res.  on  Jefferson  bet.  Fulton  and  Liberty  Bt?eets. 
Tilfo'rd  Wm  .,  Ca.nrp  or  Disciple,  residence  cor  'Third  and  Munson  .streets. 
Westort  Henry  G.,  Baptist,  residence  on  Seventh,  bet  Franklin  &  Munson  st«. 

PHYSICLlNS  OF  THE  CITY  AND  THEIR  RESIDENCE. 
Arnold  John  D.,  Old  School,  resicfenee  on  Adams  between  Main  and  Fulton  sts; 
'  Andrew  Elvvood,         '•  boards  at  Mitchell  House,  cor  Jeff  and  Fulton  sts. 

Burnham-N.  C,  ITomcspailiist,  res'ce  on  Perry,  bet  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Carr  Marvin'  S.,    "     boaj-ds  at  Rev.  L.  Spencer's  on  Jeff  bt  Fulton  &  Lib  sta.' 
Coiburn  E.  M.,  Old  School,  reidence  9n  Main  bet  J'.^flerson  and  Madison  streets. 
Cooper  E.S.,        "        ''      boards" at  the  MitcKell  Hous>?. 
Dickinson  Edward,         '*       residence  on  Main  opposite  the  Court  House. 
Frye  Joseph  C,  "       residence  on  Fulton"  bet  Madison  and  Munroe  sts. 

Hamilton  W.  R.&  J.  S.  "  residence  on  Ad-ims  bet  Liberty  and  Plarrison  sts," 
Hitchcock  John  W  "  office  WaterstNoO  upstairs  "Voiceof  People' office." 
Murphy  John  "      residence  on  Main  bet  Washington  an'd  Adams  sta 

Niglass  John  (German)  "       residence  on  Jefferson  bet  Hancock  and  Green  sts. 
Pierson  E  M,  Botanic,  residence  on  Main  street  opposite  the  Court  House. 
Rouse  Rudolphus,  Old  School,  residence  corner  Main  and  Jefferson  streets. 
Stevvert  James  T        "     boards  on  Fourth  bet  Franklin  and  Munson  streets. 
Troyer  3ioses,  Iioma3opathist,  residence  corner  of  Adams  and  Hamilton  streets. 
"Wait  H  H,  Old  School,  residence  on  Jefferson  bet  Hancock  and  Green  streets, 

PRACTICING, ATTORNEYS  AND  THEIR  RESIDENCE. 
Ballance  Charles,  residence  on  Adams  head  of  Balance's  Av  below  Oak  street. 
Bryan  Wm  F.  resides  on  Adams  street  between  Fayett  and  Jackson  streets. 
Biakely  Geo  S,  residence  on  Madison  between  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Cooper  Jonathan  K,  residence  on  Adams  bet  Harrison  and  Franklin  streets. 
Cunningham  James  M,  residence  on  Second  bet  Franklin  and  Munson  streets. 
French  Robert,   boards  at  the  Peoria  House. 

Grove  Henry,  residence  oii  Hamilton  between  Madison  and  Munroe  streeta. 
Johnson  E  Gerry,  residence    on  Spring  Hill  near  I  Underbill's  mansion. 
Knowlton  Lincoln  B  residence  on  Franklin  and  junction  of  Monroe  street. 
Lindsay  John  T  residence  corner  o  f  Sixth  and  Sant'ord  streets. 
Merriman  HviO  &  A  L  residence  corner  of  Main  and  Perry  streets. 
Metcalfe  Geo  T.  boards  at  the  Peoria  House  corner  Adams  and  Hamilton  streeU' 
M'Coy  Alexander  boards  at  the  Clinton  House. 

Purple  Norman  H  residence  on  Franklin  and  junction  of  Monroe  streets. 
Powell  Elihu  N  re.sidence  on  Bladiton  between  Main  and  Hamilton  stretW 
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Peters  Onslow  rasidence  on  Madison  between  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Pratt  Lorin  G,  residence  in  the  Court  House. 

Sanger  Ezra  G,  boards  at  the  3iitchell  House  corner  Jefferson  and  Fulton  sts. 
BUSINESS  MEN  (ADVERTISING  IN  THE  BUSINESS  DIRECTORY.) 
Anderson  &  Proctor,  Lumber  Merchants,  board  at  the  Peoria  House. 
Alliron  Ales,  BlackGinith  &c.,  residence  corner  Jefferson  and  Eaton  streets. 
B.'.stor  Geo  C,  Land  Agent,  residence  on  Main  st  opposite  the  Court  House. 
ru-:h  (L- Young.  Painters,  rcs'ce    Fulton    between  Madison  and  Monrog  streets 
Binder  &  rredric'c,  Sad.  and  Har"s  Mak.  res.  on  Adams,  bet  3Iain  &  Fulton  sts 
Euchner  Wm,  residence  on  Main  b3t\veen  Washington  a:id  Adams  streess. 
E'akeley  Dennis,  Justice  of  Peace,  residence  on  cor  Seff  and  Fayette  street?. 
Boilvin  W.  G,  Com  3Iprch,  resi'ce  on  3Innroe  bet,  Hamilton  and  Fayette  streets.  ■ 
Brown  John,  Livery  Stable,  residence  on  Monroe  bet.  Main  and  Hamilton  streets' 
Boyden  E,  Wagon  Maker,  residence  on  B;-idge-st  bet  Water  &  Vv'ashington  sts. 
Banlett  A  P,  Merchant,  residence  on  Jeff  between  Main  and  Fulton  streets. 
Bartlstt  C  P.Grocerj  boards  on  Liberty  between  Jefferson  and  Madison  streets. 
Bryson  John  G,  Merchant,  boards  at  Clinton  House.. 
Bnnvard  S  M,  Merchant,  residence  corner  Fi-anklin  and  Fourth  streets. 
Erothcrsoni;  TiIoReynolds,  Wholesale  and  Com  Merch"s,  res  head  of  Harri'n-st; 
Church  Nathan,  Hatter,  residence  on  Monroe  between  Main  and  Hamilton  sts. 
Cooper  &  Caswell,  Druggists,  residence  on  Adams  between  Main  and  Fulton  sts 
Cowle?,  Eiward  J,  Bokt^jller  ana  S:a-ioner,  boards  at  the  Mitchell  House. 
Camblin  Vv'^in,  Tinner,  resirlen'^e  on  Washington  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts. 
Cockle  Wa.?!iingion^  refVc  on  Jefiar^on  betJdain  and  Hamihon  .streets. 
Comiitock  OS  Cloggi  Merchant  Tailors,  board  at  the  Peoria  House. 
Ccmegys  P  M&-W,  Carp'ters,  re'ce  on  Clay  and  Jeff  bet  Hancock  &  Green  sts. 
Drown  S  De  Witt,  residence  on  corner  of  Adams  and  Brijgt;  streets. 
Dredge  J,  Cabinet  and  Cliair  Maker,  res'ce  on  Harri.son  bet  Ad  and  Wash  sts. 
Davidson  &  Bishop,  Liverystable,  res'ce  Ft  ClarkLib  bet  Water  and  Wash  sts!' 
Daugherty  &  Darst.  Mercliants,  residftnceori  Ad  and  on  2d  near  Franklin  sts' 
Dunn  Wm,  Grocer,  res'e  on  Chestnut  between  Adams  and  Washinc^ton  streets.  ° 
Davis  &  Smith,  Grocers,  residence  on  corner  Jefferson  and  Washington  streets.' 
Di'bbins  Th,  Saddle  and  Harness  Mak,  res'ce  on  Madison  bet  Ful  and  Lib  sts! 
Denton  Ch's,  Machinist,  residence  on  Harrison  bat  Water  and  Wash'th  streets. 
Da  Wein  Val,  Boot  and  Shoe  31aker,  res"ce  on  Adams  bet  Fulton  and  Lib  sts. 
,Espy  D,  Boot  and  Shoe  Merch't;  res'ce  on  Monroe  bet  Main  and  Hamilton  sts! 
Eiiin.^r  John,  Com  Merchant,  boards  at  the  Clinton  House. 
Ford  Geo,  Gun  Smith,  residence  on  Washi'ngtoh-stnear  the  Market  House. 
Farrel!  H  G,  Drtrggist,  residence  on  Jsffrfrson  bet  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Foster  Benjamin,  Bookbinder,  boards  on  corner  of  Madison  and  Eaton  streets, 
Ferren  Wm,  Baker,  residence  on  Water  near  Bridge-st. 
Gates  E  S,  Gmcer,  -residence  on  Perry  between  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Greenljaf  &  M'Millan,  Dentists,  boards  at  Peoria  House. 
Hester  J,  Cabn't  and  Ch:,\r  Maker,  re'ce  on  Walnut  bet^dams  and  Jeff  streets! 
Heyl  John  C,  re^idejice  corner  Washington  and  Hfimilton  streets. 
H .1  Json  John  A.  Tinner,  residence  on ^Tonroe  bet.  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Humphries  E  J,  Drug.gist,  residence  on  Main  between  Wash  and  Adarfis  sts!     ■ 
Haskell  W  H.  AtPctioneer,  residence  on  Moin  bet  Jefferson  and  Madison  streets  ' 
Mains  B  C,  Livery  Stable,  residence  on  Adams  bet  Fayette  and  Jackson  streets- 
Hamlin  Ealpe,  residence  on  Jefferson  between  Eaton  and  Hpincock  streets  - 

Her  roil  Wra  A,  Druggist,  residence  on  Main  between  Monroe  and  Perry  stjeetg 
Hotchki  s  and  Kro,  Hardware  Merchants,  residence  at  Grove  Mount. 
Hastings  Joseph,  Dag  Artist,  residence  on  Adams  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts  ' 
Hill  Augustus,  Groeer,  residence  on  Washington  bet  Main  and  Fulton  sta 
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Jewell  John,  Marble  Manufr,  res'ce  on  Fulton  between  Wash  and  Adams  sts 
Keyon  Lewis,  Merchant,  residence  on  Wnshington  bet  3Iain  and  Fulton  streets 
King  S  B,  Druggist,  residence  on  Monroe  between  Fayette  and  Jackson  streets. 
Keller  J,  Boot  and  Shoe  Maker,  res'ce  on  Wash   bet  Ham'tonfend  Fayette  sts. 
Knowltonsand  Benton,  Grocers,  res'ce  on  4tb  bet  Franklin  and  Munson  streets. 
Mason  W  E,  Merchant,  residence  on  Adams  between  Chestnut  and  Oak  sts. 
Mason  Thos,  Barber,  residence  on  Clay-st  head  of  Wasliington-st 
Murden  James  F,  Plasterer,  residence  on  Ferry  bet  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
McFall  Wm,  Blacksmith,  residence  on  corner  of  Hale  and  Eaton  streets. 
McFadden  James  Com  Merchant,  residence  on  2d  near  Frankiin-st. 
McFadden  Thos  B,  Grocer,  residence  on  corner  Monroe  and  Main  streets. 
McCoy  Jbhn  A,  Justice  Peace,  residence  on  Frsinklin  n.ear4th  and  Madison  sts. 
McDougal  and  Smith,  Commission  Merchants,  board  at  Mitchell  House. 
Maxwell  David,  Justice  Peace,  resid'ce  on  Adams  betTayette  and  Jackson  sts. 
Moore  T  C,  Tinner,  residence  on  Liberty  bet  "Washington  and  Adams  streets. 
Moore  and  Springer,  Foundiy,  residence  on  Eaton  bet  Adams  and  Jeff  streets. 
Morse  J  H,  Silversmith,  residence  on  Liberty  bet  Adams  and  Jefferson  streets. 
Oliver  John  H,  Plasterer,  residence  on  Washington  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts. 
Perrin  Paul,  Painter,  residence  on  Hamilton  between  Perry  and  Hale  streets. 
Payne  Chas  S,  Sash  and  Blind  Maker,  boards  at  the  Clinton  Housse. 
Phelps  and  Bourland,  Land  Agents,  residence  on  High-st  head  of  Montague-st. 
Pettengill  Moses,  Hardware  iVIerch't,  res'ce  corner  of  JeffersonPand  Liberty  st-s. 
Peters  Wm,  Foundry,  residence  on  Liberty  between  Jeff  "and  Madison  streets. 
PickettT  J,  residence  on  Sixth  between  State  and  Fisher  streets. 
Piper  &Jessup,  residence  on  Fayett  st.  between  Wastnngton  and  Adams  streets. 
KobLnson  W^m  E,  residence  on  Monroe  between  Main  and  Hamilton  streets. 
Rugg  and  Fisher,  Druggists,  reidence  "en  Madison  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts. 
■Richmond  W  H,  Silversmith,  boards  on  4th  between  Franklin  and  Iilunson  sts. 
Richardson  E  D,  Painter,  residence  on  corner  Hale  and  Jackson  str?ets. 

Stall  and  McNicoll,  Grecers,  boards  on  Adams  bet  Fulton  and  Jjiberty  street. 
Spier  and  Lawranee,  Painters,  residence  on  Perry  bet  Fayette  &  Jackson  sts. 

Scholey  Thos,  Machinist,  residence  on  Washington  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts. 

Sutton  and  Fyfe,  Merchants,  resi"e  on  W'asingson  bet  Fulton  and  Liberty  sts. 

Stebbins  C  B,  Justice  Peace,  residence  on  Fulton  bet  Madison  and  ftlonroe  sts. 

Smith  and  Hindzy,  Merchq,nts,  residence  on  Jeff  bet  Liberty  and  Harrison  sts. 

Shaffner  Jacob,  Leather  Dealer,  residence  on  corner  Fulton  and  Monroe  sts. 

Sweat  Peter,  Insurance  x^gent,  boards  at  Mitchell  House. 

Senior  andMiller,  Carpenters,  residence  on  Wash  bet  Fayette  and  Jackson  sts. 

Stettineus  Geo,  Merchant,  residence  on  Main  between  Jeff  and  Madison  streets. 

Stewart  James,  Bak^,  residence  on  Main  street  between  Washington  &  Adams. 

Soles  James,  Cooper,  residence  on  Spring  Hill  below  South  st  ( ) 

Tucker  &  Mansfield,  Druggists,  residence  on  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Perry  sts. 

Thomas  &  Lazalle,  Blacksmiths,  residence  on  Harrison  bet  Adams  and  Jeffsts. 

Thurlow  Edmund,  Draftsman,  boards  at  Temperance  House  on  Main-st. 

Thomas  J.  J.  Cabi't  Mak'r  resides  on  Franklin  bet  Monroe  an  Perry  steets. 

Thompson  Andrew,  Mason,  residence  on  State-st  between  6ih  and  7th  streets. 

Vincent  Robert,  Merchant  Tailor,  boards  at  the  Clinton  House. 
•  Wilkey  Alden,  Dentist,  residence  on  Fayette  bet  Madison  and  Monroe  streets. 

Whitilesy  and  Carpenter,  Chandlers,  res'ce  on  2d  bet  Franklin  and  Munson  sts. 

Woods  Luke,  Foundry,  residence  on  Adams  bet  Fayette  and  Jackson  streets. 


iPPESDIX. 


In  giving  the  naraea  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Weslyan  Seminary,  on  page  155,  ths 
name  of  Mr.  Kettelle,  was  omitted  in  the  copy  we  received  ;  and  as  the  Board 
has  since  been  organized,  we  now  insert  the  following  notices  of  importance  by 
way  of  Aj/pendix,  as  they  were  omitted  in  the  proper  place. 

T2ie  Weslyan  Seminary  of  Peoria. 

The  Legislature  at  its  late  session  granted  a  charter  constituting  the 
following  named  gentlemen  Trustees,  viz.: 

■  James  Boyce  Milton,  Bourne,  George  C.  Bestor, 

Washington  Cockle,        John  Cliandler,  Edwin  31.  Colburn, 

Joseph  C.  Frj'e,  James  Furguson,  John  Farsnacht, 

Richard  L.  Hanniman,     Wm.  Hale,    '  Joshua  P.  Hotchkiss,  ^ 

Charles  Kettelle,  David  Markley,  /         Reuben    H.  Moffitt, 

Francis  Mills,  Matthew  M'Reynolds,  Norman  H.Purple,  '■ ' 

Thomas  J.  Pickett,  J.  C.  Parks,  Wm.  E.  Robinson, 

J.  W.  Stogdell,  Enoch  P.   Sloan,  and   Schuyler  Scriven, 

a  body  corporate,  with  all  the  "powers,  rights,  and  privileges  conferred 
by  chap.  25,  Division  2,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  State,  upon  such 
persons  as  shall  associate  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing an  Academy  or  Seminary  of  learning."  The  corporation  has  organ- 
ized under  their  charter,  and  the  following  officers  have  been  elected; 

William  Hale,  Esq.  President.     Normon  H.  Purple,  Esq.,  V.  Pres. 

F.  M.  Mills,  Clerk.  Matkew  McReyxolds,  Treas.        Wm.  E. 

Robinson,   Geo.  C.  Bestor,    E.  M.  CoLBwfN,  E.xecutive  Committee. 

This  institution  will  be  in  eonnexion'with  the  Rock  River  conference 
and  must  be  established  in  Peoria.  The  property  known  as  the  Mitch- 
ell HoasE,  has  been  purchased  on  advantageous  terms,  and  the  Semi- 
nary will  be  opened  about  the  first  of  September  next,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  able  instructors. 

This  is  the  foundation  of  a  most  valuable  institution, — one  which, 
will  repay  a  thousand  fold,  those  by  whose  liberality,  or  we  should  say, 
by  whose  wise  economy,  the  means  are  to  be  provided  for  establishing, 
pn  a  firm  basis,  a  permanent  school.  We  know  of  nothing  which  should 
commend  itself  more  directly  to  the  support  of  the  citizens  of  Peoria^ 
Every  feeling  of  the  heart,  every  motive  of  interest  should  prompt  us  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  towards  building  up  an  institution  like  the  one  in 
question.  How  few  parents  reflect  on  the  ruinous  consequences  of 
Wildren  bemg  transferred  from  school  to  school  as  often  as  caprice  or 
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feahion  mar  sug^ist.  .  You  may  as  well  transplant  a  young  tree  every 
jear  and  eipect  it  to  thrive  p.nd  bring  foj-tb  its  fruit,  as  to  look  for  men- 
tal progress' in  a  child  t^-ansferred  from  school  to  school  a  dozen  times 
dHringlhe  comparatively  few  years  devoted  to  his  iustruction._D.  Press. 

ROMAN  CATHCLIC  CHURCH. 

This  Church  was  first  established  in  this  city  some  iime  in  1841,  by.  the  Rev. 
Joseph  B.  Raho.     At  that;iime  the  Church  numbered  about  20  members. 

Thepresenthouseof  worship  stands  oaEatoa  street,  between  Jefferson  and 
Madison  streets.  A  small  brick  building  28  by  60  feet,  under  the  direcnon  of 
the  Rev.  .John  H.  Drew,  was  buiit  in  1846.  Afthat  tira«  the  congregation 
numbered  about  75  or  SO  families;  The  present  congregation  numbers'  at  this 
time  253  or  260  families,  under  the  pastoral  care  .of  the  Rev.  Raphael  Ramaldi. 
and  Rev.  Alfonso  Montori,  and  numbers  about  800  members. 

Till'?  &ocietv   was   formed 

,'?^         '^i»         /'/  Malc^   5ih    lo4i.     The  fol- 

^*        '  "^       jl,  lo^mg    nc'6    the    officers  : 

•V.  '  /¥//  teamael   Loau,    Presidtnf ; 

f^  '"''    ^-4       Geoige  vtillm-on  Ft'ce-pres.; 

''        J    L    KnowUon,    Secrelary; 
^  ,  o  T^  m  21.  Jritri^n,   Treasurer ; 

\  ^^i^"  ^  '      '    PS  re  len-iU,  S.  De,Witt 

'    wn,  V,  11   riv^v  Smith,  V/. 
1  I  e,  Jului  I»I  Clay   Smith, 

Exe^    (we  Commiiiee. 

The  annual  meeting  was 

hanged  in   13^9.     Tiie   an- 

T  V  1  meLlnig  of  the  Peoria 

\    luntv  Bible   feDciety  is  held 

on  tl  e  faist  Mondays  in  January. 

■"hp  fGilo\Mrg    are    the    present 

oiuoe'-'-  of  the  board 

Rev   A  Cnffsp,  Piesident; 
J  P  Hotchki&s,  V'lce-pres.; 
I  M  Cia>  Smi'h,  Secreta  ^ ,  fe   H  Wh  .llese«.  Treasurer.  . 

Wm.  Hale,  Rev.  L.  Spencer,  John  Reynolds, 

Rev.J.  W.  Craeraft,   Alexander  G.  Tyng,  Executive  Committee.   '_•'■■■: ' 

THE  lOth  JUDICIAL  CIRCriT  COURTS. 

Springfield,  Feb.  11,  1851, 
Dear  Sir: — The  bill  creating  new  Circuits  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature to-day.  The  tenth  circuitis  composed  cf  Peoria,  Fuhon  ,  Knox,  Warren 
and  Stark  counties.  Tlie  courts  will  be  held  in  the  different  counties  as  follows: 
Peoria  1st  Monday  of  Slarch,  2d  Monday  of  May,  3d  3Ionday  of  August  and 
Sd  Monday  of  November.  In  the  county  of  Fulton  on  the  3d  Monday  of  March, 
1st  Monday  of  August  and  1st  Mondav  of  November.  Knox  on  the  2(i  Monday 
of  April  and  2d  Monday  of  September.  Warren  on  the  3d  Monday  of  April  and 
3d  Monday  of  September.  Stark  ob  the  tth  Monday  of  April  ^and  ^tbe  4th 
Monday  of  September,  in  each  and  every  year.     ****** 


msm  limiiiii  mm. 

Colored  Daguerreotype  MiniatureSj 

Likenesses  taken  in  a  fe<v  seconds,  from  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  six,  P 
M.,  in  any  kind  of  weather.  All  pictures  warranted  durable  and  satie- 
factory  to  the  persons  sitting. 

Prices,  from  ONE  DOLLAR  AND  FIFTY  CENTS  to  EKirfT  DOL- 
LARS, accordinar  to  style,  for  single  pictures. 

Rooms  ovifr  Wm.  A.  Herron's  Drug  Store,  Corner  of  Main  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  are  invited  to  call  and  examine  spcsirnens. 

Instruction  given  in  the  art,  and  apparatus  for  sale. 

Peoria,  March  1st,   18S1. 


P.  R.  K.  Brotherson. 


HI.  W.  MeReynolds. 


BROTHERSON  &  McREYNOLDS, 


n©«i^EJ 


[k^^ 


Large  Brick  Building  near  Cor.  of  Liberty  &  Water  st. 

Respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  City  and  Country  Dealers  to  theii' 
Large  and  general  assortment  of  GROCERIES,  Comprising  Teas,  Coffee, 
Sugar,  Molasses,  Spices,  Fish.     Also,  Nails.  Iron  and  Steel,  and  almost 
every  article  in  the  Grocery  line  constantly  on  hand. 
Peoria,  March  1st,  1S51. 


No,13Mainst  jj^^ILg^-g-rOVES 


BLACKSMITH 

AND 

Carpenters'  &  Coopers'  Tools 
Wholesale  &  Retail. 


The  subscriber  has  con'^ta'ntlv  on  hand   the  best  and  tlie  latent  stjles  of 


10^ 


1)® 


My  hats  are  made  of  the  best  materials,  and  got  up  in  the  latest  style. — 
Any  gentleman  wishing  a  Fine  P^ashiojiable  Hat,  can  get  it  here.  My 
best  hats  are  warranted  as  good  as  can  be  got  in  any  citi^  in  the  United 
Slates.  I  keep  always  on  hand  fine,  and  roarse  Gloves,  and  all  kinds  of 
Caps  and  Suspenders.  Also.  FUR  GOODS  in  their  season — such  as  La- 
dies' MufTs  of  the  latest  fashion.  Fur  Caps,  coarse  and  fine,  Victorines  and 
Neck  Ties.  Also,  Buffalo  Robes,  Over-shoes  and  Over-coats.  AH  my 
goods  are  bought  on  good  terms,  and  will  be  sold  low  for  cash.  I  would 
invite  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  to  gi've  me  a  call  and  I  will  try  to  suit  them 
with  price  nnd  qualify  of  goods.  ^.  "CHURCH. 

Peoria,  March  1st, 


The  Old  Line  Boot  ii  Shoe  Establishment, 

No.  21  Main  Street,  is  yet  in  Cull  blast,  and  those  who  want 
any  article  in  the  line  of 

Should  not  fail  W  call  ;  as  that  is  //le  place  wh$re  they  can  be  b-tter  suited 
than  any  where  else  in  the  City.  There  is  no  use  in  being  bashful :  walk 
in,  lay  down  your  cash  and  take  the  worth  of  it  in  suitable  clothin"  for  your 
understanding.     A  general  assortment  always  on  hand.  ° 

Peoria  3I.arch  1st,  1351.  E.  M.  BA.NYARD 


11  0!  tKe  mi . 

ALER  EXCLUSIVELY  m 


found  at  all  Sea.sons, 

est  AssortmQiit, 

EST:STYLES, 

AND 

in  the  Country, 

HOLESALE  AND  RETAIL, 

M.41X    STREET, 

GEO.  STETTINIIIS. 

r'etiria.  March.  1S51. 


No.  10, 
ADAMS 

STRELT 


AhB 


baPksv'Kajs^QDarttKsr^Se       U^U        C3£r^ss^Bsiid  ^  k^  ^as^tod^      W^       teal    Bmiu\^  ki^^ba  U  ^  W|i 

From  a  Side  of  SoaPLeatlier  to  a  peg  k  Awl. 

He  is  always    in  receipt   of    Leather    and  Findings   during    the   peason. 
and  will  sell  as  low  for  cash  as  can  be  done  at  any  house  in  the  West. — 
Don't  piistake  the  place,  No.  ^0,  Adams  st.,  Peoria,  Ills. 
March  1st.  "{851.  '       ' 


NEAY  STORE! 


■VJ 


■1 


p  btreet 

Where  you  will  find  a  general  a.ssortment  ol 


For  gents,  ladies,  boys,  misses,  ^^children  ind 
"  the  rest  of  mankind."  Also,  Ginnand  Buf 
flalo  Over-shoes,  Trunks,  Carpet  Bags,  Saitli 
els,  &c.  all  selling  remarkably  low  for  rasli 
Our  goods  will  speak  for  themselves.  Please 
give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  prices  before  ^4 
purchasing  elsewhere.  ' 


KENT  &  JEWELL, 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealers  in 

SPIRES,  TOMB  t  HEAD  STG!^ES. 

TJieir  connection  vvitli  Quarrie*  in  the  East,  and  dointr  nn  cxttmsive  busi- 
ness, enables  tliem  to  sell  at.  less  prices  than  any  other  dealers  in  the  West. 
All  orders  will  receive  prompt  attention,  and  Marble  delivered  at  any  point 
Qn  the  Illinois  or  3Iississippi  Rivers,  or  any  where  in  this  State,  at  their 
risk.     Their  stock  wjU  consist  of  the  very  best  of 

And  the  st^'le  of  finish  and  workir.anship.  shall  not  be  surpassed  by  any. 
They  have  made  arran.c'ements  for  a  permanent  location  in  this  ciiy,and 
from  their  long  experience  in  the  business,  they  flatter  themselves  that 
they  can  give  full  satisfaction  to  all  who  ir^ay  favor  them  with  thair  pa- 
tronage. 

FuUoi;(  street,  Peoria,  IMarch  Lst,  IS,"!!. 


J.  G.  BRYSOI 1  CO. 


1^ 


tiiMi  A&  iiJL  J 

;rocivery,  uoots  aiid 

Clothingj  Hats  &  Caps,  Garpetingj  &c. 
NO.  15  MAIN  STREET, 


(^«|   Bnigs  aid  lledioiiies.   ^^'^- 
^WILLIAM  A.  HERSOI.S 

GoiEor  Gf  Main  and  ¥JasMngt02i  Streets, 

Keeps  on  hand  at  all  times  and  offers  for  sale  a  general  assortment  of  PURE 


SiasBware.  Bj e-StiiSs,  farnisli, 

Pure   Liquors,  for  Medical  Purposes, 

SPICES  o£  all  kiada,  Perfmnpry,  a  I/arjjp  Assortment, 
Patent  ?tledicinep.  and  every  iliins;  usually  kept  by  Cruccgists.  all  of  vi'hicli 
will  be  sold,  at  wliolesale  or  retail,  on  terms  that  cannot  fail  to  give  satis- 
far  tion. 

P.  S.  Farailies  can  depend  upon  getting  pure  articles. 

Prescriptions  pat  up  v^ith  great  care.  [March  1st,  1851. 


COOPER  &  CASWELI 


KmmB  street,  no,  c 

A  Few  Uaors  below  Main, 

IDrnggists  niiti  5i|iDtl]rrnrlrs. 

I  Would   respectfully  call  the   attention  of  i.he  public  to  our  well  selected 
assortment  of 


^lT 


iiirr  itlrlldiirs^ 


Put  up  with  great  care,  bv  the  most  respectable  Druggists  of  New  York 
City,  purchased  expressly  i'or  PHVSICiANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS,  which 
will  meet  witli  prompt  and  careful  at  I  enti  on,  at  all  hours  of  day  and  night. 
We  would  also  direct  the  attention  of  the  public  to  our  new  assortment  of 
Paints,  Oils,  (Jlass  and  Glassware,  Dye-Stuffj.  Perfninery  and  Fancy 
Soaps.  FvViishes,  A;c.  "  ;\Iarch  1st,  iS51. 


Peoria  Book  Store, 

NO.  50  MAIN  ST., 


U'Si'&Wta' 


liU 


HAS  always  on  hand  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of 

Purchased  on  the  very  best  terms,  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.     He  is  | 
constantly  receiving  large  accessions  to  his  assortment,  which  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  to  be  the  best  ever  ofP^red  to  the  citizens  of  Central 
Illinois.     1  he  attention  of  the  country  trade  is  respectfully  solicited. 

SJ3^  Orders  solicited  and  executed  on  the  most  satisfac-tory  terma. 

March  1st,  1851. 


WE  would  respectfully  inform  the  public  that  we  are  prepared  to  ac- 
commodate both  citizens  and  strangers,  with  every  description  of  vehicle, 
and  good  Saddle  Horses,  at  a  moment's  notice. 

The  additions  we  are  making  in  NEW  CARRIAGES. 

BUGGIES  AND  FINE  HORSES, 

(None  others  kept.)  will  enable  us  to  furnish  "  TURN  OUTS"  ecjual  in 
style  and  comfort  to  any  establishment  in  the  Stats.  We  are  also  prepared 
at  all  times  to  atterti  on  pleasure  parties,  and  to  carry  steam-boat  passen- 
gers to  any  point  they  may  desire  to  go. 

A  hearse  and  carriages  will  at  all  times  be  in  readiness  to  attend  funsr- 
als,  either  in  the  city  or  country. 


n 


HORSES  BOUGHT  AMD  SOLD, 

Washington  street,  opposite  the  Market  House. 

March  1st,  1851.  HAINS' 


Ci/btJl     Owlii^l/W5 


Wholesale  aDcl  Retail 


Keep  on  'land  ri.  ffood  ann  !'!»n;^ra!  assort- 
nient  uf  CHOICE 


'  1  V* 


Lime,  Plaster  of  Pari=;.  Marbls  dust.  Plas 
tering  Hair,  Glue,  Nails,  Putty,  Oil  am 
Lead,  Sash,  V/illow  Wagons  and  Baskets 
Soap,  Candles,  Tar,  Pitch,  Oakum,  Pow- 
der, Shot,  &c.  together  with  all  the  arti" 
cles  generally  kept  in  sucli  an  establish 
ment,  which  we  will  sell  as  ciieap  as  any 
other  house  in  this  city.     As  V\'e  keep  sho^) 

for  the  express  purpose  of  making  money,  n  bet.  mu  iii  h  pensabh  neces- 
sary that  we  should  sell  cheap  in  order  to  get  ft  iJKi  RU>»  of  Custom,  for 
■Vve  well  know  at  this  day,  we  eoilld  not  get  a  good  run  in  any  other  way; 
and  we  do  more  than  to  sell  cheap,  we  deliver  our  goods  any  whore  in  the 
city  free  of  charge.  Now  we  w'ould  very  much  like  to  see  our  old  friends 
and  customers,  provided  thciy  always  have  the  cash  to  pay  for  the  articles 
they  purchase  ;  we  do  this  because  our  great  aim'  is  to  make  money  ;  but  if 
every  body  would  nm  to  our  Grocery,  and  always  "fetch"  the  money,  yoli 
can't  tell  how  we'd  make  the  dimes,  for  "  money  makes  the  "black'  maro 
go."  KNOWLTONS  &  BENTON. 

Peoria,  March  1st,  1S51.        * 


BARLES  DENTOI, 

Manufacturer  of 


TilUASIIING   MACHINES,   HORSE 
r  ['OWERS,  REAPING  MACHINEiS,  CORN 
^  THRESHERS  &  CLEANERS,  Shellers, 
Clover  Hullers,  &.c.    These  machines  will  be  got  up  on  the  latest  and  most 
improved  plans,  and  the  workmanship  will  not  be  surpassed  by  any. 
All  orders  by  letter  or  otherwise,  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 
Shop  on  the  corner  of  Harrison  and  Water  streets. 
Peoria,  3Iarch  1st,  1851.     *  '    ' "      ■ 


&  W.  COIEGYS,    ii 


Buildings  Contracted  for  to  any  extent,  and  completed  v/ith  n 
n^M  u  u  ii I M,  the  greatest  possible  dispatch.    '  li 

^"^3  «  I  jtl*      Pian:i  and  specifications  drav.n  at  the  shortest  notice.         jj 
^j4^it^3      They  have  also  procured  the  right  ol'  using  Warren's  Fire  I! 
i3B;;.7lrS.'yfteJ  anil  Water  Proof  Composition  Roofing.      They  v.ill  keep  -j 
the  lua.cUai  constantly  on  hand  for  use,    Shop  head  of  Washington  st. 
Peoria,  March  3tli,  1S51. 


p^ 


M: 


¥.  IL   BJCHlliOID, 

n 


%it,plllu! 


,,     8 


a,  lils. 


ERASMUS  D.  RICHIRDSOI, 


!fll  I  IMIll 


S/VSH,  GLASS  AND  PUTTY,  Furnished  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms.  Painting  done  by  the  yard  or  Job.  Residence 
on  the  corner  of  liala  and  Jackson  streets,  Peoria,  ills. 


Wr  W^W  ^0^  ^J^  ■ 
jA,  MM^  kM  JL 

lUidiiLia  Lis  "tail     V^gg;?^  nkmS 


^ 


c 
o 


p 


WM.  C.  BOILfllf,  Agent. 


fiiSl 


^i    1 


A  GOOD    VSSORTMEXT  OF 

FLIHT  GLASS  If  ARE,  O 

UVFECTIOMBY,  CIGAES,  &c. 

Keyser's  Hair  Fluid,  •Ke?SGr's  Pectoria!  Synip 
"        Pretolium  or  Ecck  Qii, 
Gonstantly  on  liar^d  and  for  Sale. 

LEWIS  KEYON, 

No.  51,  Water  st.,  below  Liberty, 
March  Jtli,  1851.  .'■  PEORIA,  ILLS. 


,^  MAPPER,  DESIGNER  &  DRAFTSMAN. 

To  be  found  at  Mr.  Bsstor's  Land  Office, 


¥M.  R.  HAMILTON,  J.  L,  HAMILTON, 

Office  and   Residence  on  Adams  street;  between 
Liberty 'and  Harrison. 


'  ^]APiTLETT. 


ii  ADAMS  STREET 
Peoria,  Ills. 


He  has  on  hand,  and  will  at  all  times  keep  for  sale  for  Cash,  all  articles 
usually  kept  by  Grorers.  of  the  very  best  quality. 


)T 


^:  I 


^w% 


i  Clothing,  Hats  and  Caps,  Carpeting, 

ISOCERIES, 


"5^ 


m  m'  m^ 


Mams  street,  Peoria. 


(^^POSITIYE...^^ 


M^  &  Fulton  Streets, 

AND  DEALERS  IN 

Paints,  Oils,  Patty,  Window  Glass,  Glassware,   &c, 

OF  THE  CHOICEST  KINDS. 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Agents  for  Myer's  Sarsaparilla,  Wild  Cherry  and 
Dandelion,  the  best  article  for  cleansing  the  blood  ever  offered  to  the  public. 

Particular  attention  given  to  Compounding  Prescriptions,  at  all  hours. 

Any  article  sold  by  us  not  proving  as  represented,  may  be  returned  and 
the  money  refunded.  March  5th,  1S51. 


JOHI  A.  HUDSOFS 


im 

rfO.  39  ISAI^J  STREET. 

TIN  ITARE  in  all  its  varieties,  rold  Cheap,  Wholesale  and  Reiail. 

FOR  COAL  OR  WOOD,  constantly  on  hand. 
The  pnWic  are  s^olicited  to  call  and  examine  quality  g,nd  pricos  of  his 
articles,  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

AIsOj  Kinnear's  Celebrated  Gsygen  Lard  Lamp, 

A  PATENT  ARTICLE,  (the  best  Lard  Lamp  in  use.)  of  v^yrh  b-    is 
the  sole  proprietor  in  Peoria  county.  Peoiia.  March  J  u 


i-:5i. 


[acMns  Bakery  &  Family  Sr^^^-^^- 


The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  citizar.s  of  Peoria, 
tha;  havinz  enlarged  his  Bakery,  lie  will  now  have  constantiy  on  hand, 
V/holesale  and  Retail,  every  thing  in  his  line,  viz: 


Square,  Twist  and  En-U^h  BREAD,  French  Rolls,  Rusk  and  Tea  Rplla. 

ORACKEES,  by  ths  Barrel  or  Re-taii; 

Butter,  Water,  Soda,  Sugar  and  Boston  Crackers,  Pilot  Bread. 
Country  Merchants  are  respectfully  iaivited  to  call  before  making  their 
purchases  eisewliere. 

Ginger  Cake,  Ginger  Bread,  Ginger  Nuts,  Tea  Cake,  Rock  Colte,  Lemon 
Cake,  Sponge  Cake,  Fancy  Pound  Cake,  ri.'h  Pound  Cake,  Juinbles,  Qnoen 
Cake,  Domestic  Cake,  Spice  Nut  Cake,  Almond  Cak^,  &c. 

As  he  has  started  a  vv'agon  for  delivering  Bread,  he  v.-iLl  be  prepared  to 
supply  families  and  hotels,  with  anv  of  the  above  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms.  Orders  for  the  delivering  of  bread,  morning  or  evening",  which  are 
left  at  his  Bakery,  No.  8  Water,  near  Bridge  street,  \'(ill  be  punctually  at- 
tended to,  and  particular  attention  will  be  given  to  supplving  steam-boats. 

Peoria,  March  5th,  135L  WM.'  J.  FERREN. 


Forwarding  and  Commission  Merchant., 

MO.  44  WATER  ST.,  -PEORIA,  ILLS. 


The  undersigned  having  formed  a  co-partnership  in  the  practice  of 


Would  respectfully  tender  their  services  to  the  public,  in  all  the  various 
branches  pertaining  to  the  practice  of  their  profession.  From  their  long  ex- 
perience in  the  profession,  and  having  all  the  latest  improvements  practiced 
at  the  present  day,  they  feel  confident  that  they  can  render  satisfnction  to 
all  who  may  favor  them  v^ith  their  patronage.  Office  corner  of  Main  and 
Adams  sts.,  over  Schimpferman's  Store,  where  one  or  both  may  at  all  times 
be  found. 

DR.  GREEXLEAF.  [  PEORIA.]  DR.  M'MILL.E>'. 


SUTTON  &  FIFE 


aiafiW  WSIE  i- 


24  WATER  S 
COURT  HOUSE  S 


,  PEORIA.  & 
,   OTTAWA. 


WMOLESAIiE    &  RETAIL    DEALERS    IX 


Shelf-Hardware, 


Boots  k  Shoes, 


^  J'actory. 


The  uftdersigned  still  continues  lo  manufacture  of  the  best  materials,  dou- 
ble and  single 

At  the  old  stand  on  Bridge  Street,  between  Water  and  Washington. 
Peoria,  March  5th,  1851.  E.  BOYDEN. 


li^* 


S^^!^^^ 


■"  -XZ-^-j^^^-^-^t  & 


lH^S^^^^Ji^^' 


ii5_i^32B» 


^  ^r  Hartford,  Conn. 

s  Fire  &  Marine,  Colum'Sj  0. 

J.  F.  HOTCHKISS,  Agent, 

rio.  13,  Hain  Street,  PEORIA. 


ite: 


mm  if  III  Mil 

Office  No.  29  Main  Street,  Feoria. 

Will  execute  instruments  of  writing  promptly,  with  neatness  and  accuracy, 
such  as  Deeds,  Bonds.  3Iortgages,  Leases,  &c.  and  take  acknowledgements 
of  Deeds.     Suitable  Blanks  always  on  hand.  I 


M 


ii 


lo,  15  Mail  81-5  o¥6r  the  store  of  I 

J.  G.  BR Y SON  &.  CO.,  Peoria. 

J.  A.  M.  hvis  constantly  on  hand  Blanks  of  every  descripiion,  and  v;ill 
give  particular  attention  to  making  out  Dc;e.  s.  Mortgages,  Leases,  Bonds, 
and  other  instruments  of  wri'.ing.  Persons  entrusting  him  with  such  busi- 
ness, may  expect  to  have  it  executed  with  care,  neatness  and  di.-patch. 


John  MiDougal. 


J  uAL 

Wholssaie  Srccers 


r?:  ^.ra 


ei  5  I,     ,"?:  in3 


r^e^ 


10.  8,  WATER  STREET,  PEORIA,  His. 

Have  for  sale  at  all  times  a  large  and  desirable  stock  of  GROCERIES,  at 
the  lowest  market  price. 

Will  also  give  their  personal  attention  to  the  sale  of  produce,  and  make 
cash  advances  on  consignments  for  sale  here,  or  stilpments  to  other  por's. 


THO'S  S.  BOBBLNS, 

SABBLEEY,     /-^-A^     IIIRD¥/ARE 

COACH 


fllllllii. 


At  if  0.  55  ¥/ater  Street,  Feoria. 

All  kinds  of  SADDLES,  BRIDLES,  HARNESS.  Collars,  Trunks,  Va- 
lisses.  Carpet  Eags,  Portmanteaus,  &.c.  made  of  tb.e  bast  material,  and  sold 
cheap.  Wholesale  or  Retail.  Work  to  be  had  at  No.  33  Main,  street,  or  55 
Water  street.  March  5th.  185L 


DAYIS  &  S31ITH, 

Wholesale  Dealers  ia 

LiaUORS  AMD  GIGAIS, 


Brandies. 


Wines. 


Rums. 


Whiskeys. 


Otard,  Dupuy  &  Co.,        Port  8t.  Croix,  Bourbon, 

A.  Seignette.,  Madeira,        Jamaica,  Monongahela, 

A.  Moraeu  &  Co.,  3Ialaga,         N.England,     Davis  £  Smith's, 

Cherry  Brandy.  Cherry  &  White  Wines,        Double  rectified. 

Dealars  wishing  pure  Liquors  will  find  them  at  our  establishment.     Our 
prices  are  low  and  uniform.     We  invite  dealers  to  examine  our  stock. 
Peoria,  March  1st,  1851. 

WILLIAII  E.  MASOI^, 

Bridge  StorCj  Cor.  Bridge  &  Water  st. 


II). 


GROCERIEa   HARDWARE 


Clothing,  Hats  and  Gaps, 


Plastering  and  Whitewashing. 
JAMES  F.  MUEDEI, 

WILL  DO  ALL  WORK  IN  HIS  LINE  of  business,  by  the  Yard  or  Job, 

as  may  best  suit  employers.  Resides  on  Perry  St.,  between  Main  &  Hamilton, 

March  1st,  1851.  PEORIA,  ILLS. 


Pnre  Driiss  and  riedicines. 


V    ','' 


iA^rg 


i'Ci    i1  f"=  fi 


.       Mo.:i55,  MAm.^STESET,JPEOEIA,ILLS. 

The  undersigned  would  reFpectfully  call  the  attentiun  of  Physicians  and 
citizens  generally,  to  his  assortment  of  Haskiil  &  Merick's  Select  Powders  ; 
Tildon's  &Co."s  Inspissated  Alcoholic  and  llydro-Alcohoiic  Extracts. 
Also,  a  good  assortmSnt  of  the  best  of  CHEJVIICALS. 

With  the  above  articles   he  is  no\v   prepared  to  COMPOUNDJ^PRE- 
SCRIPTIOPfS   with  neatness  and  dispatch. 

Medicines  furnished  at  all  hours  of  the  nisrht. 

PURE  BRANDY  AND  WINES,  for  Medical  purposes, 

First  quality  of  TOBACCO  and  CIGARS,  always  ca  hand. 

The  best  of  MINERAL  WATER  in  its  seaton,  with  Syrups  that  can- 
not be  surpassed.  E.  J.  HUMPHREYS. 


m 


Stili  continues  to  manufacture,  of  the  best  materials,  double  and   single 

At  the  old  stand,  near  the  Market  House,  Washington  street. 

There  are  numerous  specimens  of  his  work  now  in  possession  of  cus- 
tomers— comprising  almost  every  description  of  vehicles — and  to  them  he 
refers  as  furnishing  all  the  recommendations  deemeded  necessary. 

A  continuaikce  of  that  patronage  heretofore  extended,  is  respectfully  so- 
iciled.  Peoria,  March  1st,  1851. 


Mo.'^¥/ater:st.  sibove  Bridge^ 

DEALER  IN 


m^i 


AND 


I  L'J  1  0, 


PLASTERING  HAIR,  and  GENE8AL 
PROVISION  STORE. 

All  articles  purchased  delivered  i'ree  of 
charge. 


.'   ar- r 


iii"^i«ii  11  if  I 


N.  Y.  Protection,  Fire  and  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  of  Rome,  N.  Y. 
Jackson  Co.  3Iutn.il  Hre  Ins.  Co.,  of  Jackson,  Mich. 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
New  England  Live  Stock  Ins.  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Utica  Fire  Insurance  Company,  ofUtica,  New  York. 
Orleans  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Albion,  New  York. 


C.  B.  STEBBINS 
& 
R.    BILLS, 

Also,  Agents  for  Renting  Buildings  and  Collecting  Rents,  Sre. 


Agents,  No.  29  Main  st.  Peoria. 


No.  14  Main  Street, 

PEORIA,  ILLS. 


S.    DE  WITT  DROWN, 

Surveyor  &  Mapper. 


CORNER  OF  ADAMS 

AND 
BRIDGE    RTREETS, 


Drafting  and  Engraving 
done  at  short  notice. 


OF  PHILADELPHIA; 

IS  PREPARED  TO  TAKE 

fill  (i  ^miiPi  liiEi 

As  Low  as  any  other  Responsible  Company. 

OFFICE  NO.  15  WATER  STREET, 

PETER  SWEAT  Agent. 


DAVID  MAXWELL, 

Jttsticf  0f  tl)f  frorf^ 

Office  Wo,  IIJ  Water  street, 

Peoria^  Ills. 


1   4  1 


SLIN'S 


_        3    ^*^^^ 

Sheet  Iron, 


■'  L  ^lR  the  market  hous^ 


At  llie  Si"J«  of  the 


A^  "KaiighpSiy"  Pot. 


■i 


1  1  liillo 


Thdiikful  for  past  favors,  begs 
Iea\  e  to  inform  his  customers  that 
he  still  continues  tho  .business   of 
^2iuiinufacturing  all  kinds  cf 

>i¥ 


Sucli  as  BtiiH'sjorms,  Stean-pipe  &  Brewers'  Goppers, 

A  choice  assortment  of  TIN- WARE,  al-Aays_on  hand,  whioh  will  be  sold 
as  cheap  a,s  the  cheapest. 

All  work  made  to  order  in  the  Copper,  Tin  and  Sheet  Iroti  lisio. 

^^    Also,  COOKING,  PAR-LOR.  &  COMMON  STOVE-S,  always  oa 
S^^  hand,  to  suit  purchasers.     Call  and  examine  for  yourselves  before 
^^St.  purchasing  elsewhere. 
"^  N.  B.  Repairing  done  at  short  notice.  .     March  4,  1S51. 

IfB    RETAIL. 

Ail  kinds  of  Leather  and  Findings, 

JACOB  SiUFFNEil 


ES 


ON  TERMS  TO   SUIT 


9  Main  Street,    PSOEIA. 


lrdimg  mm  coiSBiissioif  merchant, 

IVo.  1,5  Water   Street,  Pcoriij,  llliiidi.s. 


E.  S.  COOPER,  M.  D., 


PEORIA,  ILL. 


■J! 


Offers  his  services  in  operating  for  the  removal  of  all  varieties  of  DE- 
FORMITIES, such  as  CROSS-SIGHTEDKESS,  CLUB-FOOT,  CICITRIXES  frOm 

burns;  restoriug  lost  noses  and  lips,  by  iha  plastic  method,  &c.,&c. 

2:^  The  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  AXATOMY  &  SURGERY, 
delivered  by  Dr.  Cooper,  in  which  Medical  Students  and  Country  Practi- 
tioners are  enabled  to  pursue  a  thorough  course  of  study  in  these  two  branch- 
es, will  commence  on  the  4th  of  Nov.  next,  and  continue  aa  heretofore,  du 
ring  the  winter  season.  These  Lectures  embrace  extensive  anatomifial 
demonstrations  both  by  preparations  and  the  cadaver.  The  surgical  student, 
especially,  can  reap  the  full  beneiits  of  a  private  course,  by  being  able  to 
witness  and  assist  in  the  performance  of  every  variety  of  operation  upon  ths 
dead  subject.    March,  1st,  1S5I. 


Mo.  25^  Main  street,  Peoria. 


n 


AND  DEALERS  IN 


[mponed  ClothSj  Gassimeres  and  VestingSj 

Xii^etlier  with  a  Ge/iferal  Assprtmentjof,-  Gents.  Furnishing  Goods. 


i  1 . 


For¥/ardiii£-.  Storasce  and  Cominissiaa 


illllli 


^ 


Wholesale      Dealer     ia     Choice 

mmim  wiis, '  liwes  &  mmi 

DIRECT  FROM  THE  iMPORTERS,  AT 

MO.  12  MAIIf  ST HEIT,  PE0EIA,  ILLS. 


FORT  CLARK 

I  If  if  I  ifiii 

Corner  of  Water  &  Liberty  sts. 


TIN  WARE  in  all  its  varieties,  sold  Cheap,  Wholesale  and  Retail. 

FOR  COAL  OR  WOOD,  constantly  on  hand ; 
WELL  AND  CISTERN  PUMPS,  a  good  article. 
The  public  are  solicited  to  call  and  examine  quality  and  prices,  after 
which  the  liberty  will  be  cheerfully  granted  of  buying  where  their  interests 
will  be  best  promoted. 
March  1st,  1851.  T.  C.  MOORE. 

tho'sXdobbins, 


DEALER  IN 


SADDLERY,  HARDWARE  AND  COACH 


ML  11  ill 


Saddle  Trees;  Harness,  Bridle  and  Skirting  Leather;  Calf,  Morocco, 
Hogseating  and  Pad  Skins;  Bits,  Stirrups  and  Buckles;  Cotton,  Worsted 
and  Straining  Web,  Plush,  &c.;  Eastern  Patent  Leather;  Coach  Laces  and 
Cloths ;  Gum  Oil  Cloths  and  Carpets  ;  Malleable  Castings  ;  Columbus  and 
English  Chains;  Wood  and  Iron  Hames,  and  all  descriptions  of  Japanned, 
Silver  and  Brass  Plated  Harness  and  Coa<-h  Mountings.  Also,  all  kinds  of 
Malleable  Iron  Nuts,  Washers,  &c.  for  Coach  Makers. 

March,  1st,  1851, 


WM.  H.  HASKELL. 

MIfii  III 

PEORIA,  ILLS. 


^ 


H.  «.  FARRELL'S_CSLE3aATED 


SBi-?£3 /!?=&.•  ^S 


The  buautiful  and  I'eitile  region  skirting  the  desert  of  Arabia,  abounds 
with  rare  plants  and  odorous  woods,  whence  are  procvrod  those  aromatic  ! 
gums  and   balsams   of  which  this   Liniment  is  composed,  and  by  whose  | 
stimulating,  unctuous, and  penetrating  properties  it  is,  when  applied,  diffu-  i 
sed  through  the  whole  nervous  system,  allaying  the  most  intense  pain  in  a  | 
few  minutes.     Try  it,  when  you  will  be  convinced  that  no  preparation  pos-  j 
sesses  in  so  high  a  degree,  its  perfect  anodyne  qualities.  Its  action  is  proinpt,  i 
and  effective.     It  Penetrates  the  flesh  to  the  eo.xe,  relaxes  con-  1 
TRAOTED  CORDS,  restoring  use  to  limbs  Paralysed  for   Years,   and  where  i 
the  flesh  has  wasted  away,  leaving  nothing  but  skin  and   bone,  excites  a  | 
healthy  action,  causing  new  flesh   to  grow  out  and  lil'   up  the  shrivelled 
parts.     It  restores  the  synovial  fluid,  or  joint  WATrja.  and  this  is  the  ! 
reason  why  it  has  been  so  successful  in  diseases  of  the  Jr'  ,vts.     In  affec- 
tions of  the   Spine.  Liver,  Lungs  and  Kidneys,  this  great  Remedy  stands  ^ 
before  any  other  ever  produced.     For  Ague  Cake  or  enlargement  of  Spleen, , 
it  is  a  specific.     For  any  internal  inflammation,  you  will  find  it  give  great 
relief.       It  has  no  equal  in   the   world   for  Rheumatism, — also.  Cramps, 
Swelling,  Numbness,  Weak  Joints,  Spine  and  Chest,  Pains,  Wounds.  Chil- 
blains,  Burns,  Sore  Throat,  Bites  of  Insects  and  Reptiles,  Salt   Rheum, 
Warts,  Corns,  Mange,  and  indeed  nearly  all  diseases  which  require  an  ex- 
ternal application,  and  many  others  are  greatly  benefitted  by  it.     It  is  used 
externally  with  great  success  in  Goitre,  or  Swelled  Neck,  Scrmfula  or  King's 
Evil,  Liver  Complaint,  Nervous  Diseases,  &c.     For  Horses  or  Cattle,  it  is 
as  effectual  as  in  diseases  of  man.     Will  cure  any  case  of    Sweeney  in  ex- 
istence ;  also.  Spavin,  Splint,  Ringbone,  Big-head,  Fistula,  Farcy,  Poll  Evil, 
Windgalls,  Strains,  ii.uises,  <fec. 

Manufactured  only  by  H.  G.  Farrell,  sole  inventor  and  proprietor,  and 
Wholesale  Druggist,  No.  17,  Main  street,  Peoria,  111.,  to  whom  all  commu- 
nications must  be  addressed  ;  and  for  sale  by  regular  agents  throughout  the 
United  States:     Price  25,  50.  and  $-100  per  bottle. 

Beware  of  a  base  counterfeit  cnH-:  I  W.  B.  FarrslFs  Arabian  Liniment, 
called  by  this  impostor  the  "  ongiiiai."  Always  ask  for  H.  G.  FAR- 
SELL'S,  and  take  nothing  else 


Wasliington  st,,  Mear  tlie  IJoraei:  of  Fultoa, 

-  -^  ■'•     ■■ ;-  '  ■-■:  PEOEJAJLLS. 


Ths  Kubscriher  would  inform  liis  friends  and  the  pnbiic  generalljr,  that  he 
has  recently  fitted  up  a  shop  on  Vv^ashino:t,on  street,  near  the  corner  of  Ful- 
ton St..  vv-here  lie  is  prepared  to  do  all  kinds  of  TUR?^^I?iC4  AND  BORING, 
and  all  other  v/ork  necessary  for 

lie  is  also  ready  to  rnannfacture  to  order  af!  kinds  of  Wrought  and  Cast 
IRON  RAILING,  suitable  for  FENCING.  BALCONY,    VERANDAHS 

AND  CEMETERY  Purposes,  of  Various  Patterns,  just  received  from-  the 
East,  which  lie  vvill  manufacture  at  a  small  advance  on  Eastern  prices. — 
Having  been  engaged  in  this  business  for  several  years,  he  flatters  himself 
that  he  can  give  general  satisfaction  to  all  who  may  favor  him  vv'ith  a  call. 

Also,  ¥ices.  Mill  Screv^s,  Cider,  Lard,  Tobacco, 

BR003I  AND  T13IBER  VfllEEL  SCREWS,^  Made  to  order  at  the 
shortest  notice.  Screw  Plates,  Stocks  and  Dies,  iSavv  3Iill  Irons,  and  all 
kinds  of  Jobbing,  done  at  prices  to  suit  times. 

Having  had  seTsral  years  experience  in  one  of  the  largest  establishments 
in  Pittsburgh,  he  hopes,  by  strict  attention,  to  merit  a  share  of  public  pa- 
tronage. [March  4,  1851.]  THO'S  SC  HOLEY. 


Illy  yrccerj  a  rrofisiQn  Btore 


o. 


IRIAii 


'•  I  am  in  constant  receipt  of  supplies  of  Fresh  Groceries,  from  St.  Louis 
jj  and  as  a  '"'  quick  penny  and  not  a  slow  sliilliiig,"  is  my  motto,  I  can,  ati*^ 
!i  will,  sell  as  cheap  as  any  otlier  house  in  the  city.  Although  my  hlack  mar^ 
jl  does  not  deliver  any  thing,  yet  I  sell  cheap  enough  to  let  a  man  take  choic^ 
i'  of  animals.  Every  thing  in  my  line  of  business  will  be  of  the  bast  in  th* 
|i  market,  or  no  sale.  ^larch.Tih,  IS.'il. 


Ifl 


'^-j 


%^s-  li-i 


L 


ALL  KirJBS  OF  GOLD  AflD  SlL¥EE  1 

Masonic,  Odd  Fellows,  aud  Sons  of  Teniperauce  Jewels,  Made  to  Order. 


IE 


\lj  ¥Jasliijigton  St.,  Fronting  the  I^Iarkst  House. 

Has  returned  from  California  to  liis  old  siand,  v.-iiere  he  will 
be  prepared;  at  all  limes,  to  attend  to  work  in  liis  line. 

Repaired  in  tlsc   KeaJcst  Sljle. 

March  4th.  18.')  i. 


CHARLES  S.  PAYIE, 

Sash,  Boor  &  Window  Blind 

Factory  on  Water  st,,  neaiij  op- 
posite Waliier  &  Keliogg's  ^''arehoiise. 

SIGN  OF  THE  DIAMOND  SASH  AND  WINDOW  BLINDS. 

1F0I0E  OF  THE  PEOPLE--A  weekly  Fews^ 

™  paper,  published  in  the  City  of  Peoria:  at  two  dollars  jier  aimuin,  and 
edited  by  IJr.  J.  W.  Hitchcock.  Office  on  YV.<iter  street,  over  Sutton  and 
Fyfe's  Store.  The  undersigned  would  also  inform  the  public  that  thev  are 
prepared  to  do  JOB  PRINTING,  BOOK  WOBK,  &c.,  <fce.,  on  the  shortest 
notice  and  most  reasonaljle  terms.  H.  COUCH  &   CO. 

Peoria  March,  4,  18."»1. 


CITY 


BP 


A\^"l>3 


SS   AND  IRON 


Pr  ^?  1^ 


Thi--  establishment,  under  tha  direction  of 
tlif  luni  of 

nOORE,  SPFJeaEE.&  CO., 

Is  no"!  HI  successful  operation,  and   the  pro- 
prietors intend  to  keep  constantly  on  hand  the  best  kinds  of 

And  will  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  manufacture  CASTINGS  of  the  best 
materials  to  be  found  in  the  country- ;  and  the  Patterns  will  be  of  the  Latest 
Improvements  in  Steam  Engine,  Mill  Gearing,  and  otiier  3Iachinery.  Good 
Workmen,  numbering  16  or  18  hands,  are  conslantly  employed  in  this  de- 
partment, and  patterns  of  all  descriptions  will  be  manufactured  upon  the 
most  reasonable  terms,  and  in  the  best  manner. 


:.■■-=.    MACHINE  SHOP. 

Connected  with  the  City  Brass  and  Iron  Foundry  is  a  MACHINE  SHOP 
where  all  kinds  of  Finishing,  either  <'or  New  Work  or  Repairs,  will  be 
promptly  executed,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 

N.  B.  The  best  of  Blacksmiths  are  in  the  employ  of  the  firm. 

Peoria,  3Iarch  4th,  1841.  MOORE,  SPRINGER  &  CO. 


^&:ai^ 


Still  continues  the  business  of 

BLAOESmTHIMG  k  HORSM  SHOEING, 

Near  the  Corner  of  Washington  and  Fulton  streets,  where  he  maybe  found 
to  attend  to  the  calls  of  liis  customers,  to  all  of  whom  he  hopes  to  give  gen- 
eral satisfaction  in  his  line  of  business. 

2r^  EDGE  TOOLS  made  to  order.  [Peoria,  March  4th,  1851. 


^'^iswipi 


The  subscribers  are  prepared  to  ex- 
ecute all  orders  in  theirSline  of  busi- 
ness, consisting  of 


^1 


1 


BOAT&  CARRIAGE  PAINTING' 
GLAZING  and  GRANING,  PAPER 
'HANGING,  &c. 

Rooms  nearly  opposite  the  Peoria  House,  «n  Hamilton  street,  Peoria. 

Our  motto  ii  Good  Work  and  attention  to  business. 

March  4th.  1851.  SPIER  &  LAWRENCE. 


W.  K.  PHELPS. 


B.  L.  T,  BOURLANB. 


LAND  AND  GENERAL  AGENCY, 

ESTABLISHED  LN  1847. 

PHELPS &BOMU 

Real  Estate  Brokers,  Conveyancers  &  Gen'l  Agents,  li 

Drafts,  Checks  and  Bills  of  Exchange,  on  ALL  PLACES,  bougln,  and  ll 
drafts  on  Eastern  cities,  St.  Louis  and  Chicago,  drawn  in  sums  to  suit.—  ' 
Collections  made  and  remitted  for  promptly.  Charges  in  all  cases  reasonable.  | 

I  ilMIl 

Sign  of  the  Green  Blortar, 

WATER   STREET,  JUST  ABOVE  BRIDE,  One  Door  below  Paine' J 
Sash  Factory.      The  undersigned  has  just  opened  a  new  assortment  of      i 


BKSIiii 


'9 


where  he  will  be  pleased  to  wait  upon  all  who  may  desire  any  article  in 
the  way  of  Medicines,  Perfumery,  &c.    Prescriptions  put  up  to  order. 

Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  are  solicited 
to  extend  a  share  of  patronage.  He  also  has  a  good  Soda  Fountain,  where 
all  can  slake  their  thirst,  with  the  best  of  Mineral  Water,  in  its  season,  and 
Syrups  to  suit  their  taste ;  for  the  proof  of  which  he  asks  all  to  call  and 
examine  qualities  and  prices  for  themselves. 

March  4th,  I85L  S.  B.  KING. 


PAmraG!  PAIMXG!! 


f^, 


irafiii 


Glazing,  Graining  and  Paper  Hangisg, 

DONE  BY  BUSH  &  YOUNG,  MAIN  STREET,  PEORIA, 
Above  Shimpferman's  Store,  where  they  will  be  ready  to  attend  to  all  calls 
in  their  line  of  business,  and  hope  by  diligence  and  strict  attention  to  busi- 
ness, and  the  experience  they  have  had  in  the  same,  to  give  general  satis- 
faction to  all.  J.  A.  BUSH, 
March  4tk,  1851.  WEST  YOUNG. 


^.,..>'»  mmij 


FETTiKSILL  &  LIBdOOE, 

mm  '%T  m  ^^mm 

r  ^  V  L-fc-iO    J  ■  t  \— J    \— /  \._j'  IjJL-/  <*.J--/  n  .1-       :      - 


Coach  Laces,  Rubber  and  ■  Oil  Ololks, 

SHSLF,  SADBLEEY  &  GO  AGE  HAEBWARE, 
Iron,  Sleel,  If  ails,  ¥/indow  G-lass  and  Sasli-  q 
Tin  Plate,  Sheet  Copper  &  Zinc 

COOKING.  PARLOR  AND   SHOP  STOVES; 
Manufacturers  of  Copper,  Tin  aud^Slieet  Iron  Ware. 


■    CITY  SHAVING  AND  HAIR  CUTTING 


[^  :^ 


I  ^S.n\ 


a      1 


ma: 

Would  respectfully  inform  the  public  and  strangers  visiting;  Peoria,  th-it 
he  ha'^  fitted  up  in  a  splendid  style,  the  room  in  the  BASEMENT  STORY 
OF  PEORIA  HOUSE,  one  door  above  the  Post  Oflke. 

SHAYIXG,   HAIR   CUTTING   AM)   SHAIUPOOING, 

Executed  in  a  manner  superior  to  any  other  establishment  in  the  city. 

From  his  experience  in  the  busin  'ss,  he  flatters  hini=eif  that  he  will  be 
able  to  outstrip  all  competition,  and  render  satisfaction  to  every  person  dis- 
posed to  patronise  him,  even  the  most  fastidious. 

Sharp  Razors,  Clean  Towels,  &c.  always  on  hand.  Coats,  Pants  and 
Ve.-ts.  Renovated  on  short  notice,  and  reasonable  terms. 

Anv  "-entlfman  can  have  his  wants  administered  to  m  the  quickest  time 
possible',  and  in  the  best  style,  by  reporting  himself  to  the  Captain's  Office, 
by  proxy  or  otherwise.  u  ■    o 

£=^'ln  ca.?es  of  sickness,  hs  will  wait  upon  gentlemen  at  their  Kooms. 


STALL  &  M^XICOLL, 


CORNER  OF 

asMngton 

Folton  sts.,    |_5W 


JliJMlA.  ^ 


jl      We  have  on  hand,  and  will  at  all  times  keep  for  .sale  for  Cash,  all  arti-  , 
cles  of  the  very  best  quality,  usually  kept  by  Grocers. 


JOHN  T.  hlNDSAY, 
luornej  at  Law  &  Solioitor  la  Chancery,  y 

OFFICE   IN   THE    COURT   HOUSE. 


m"- 


'f^ji'.'i^ 
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¥ILLIA1  PETERS, 

Has  removed  his  FOUNDERY  one-  square  below  the  Bridge,  (on  Water 
street.)  and  has  associated  himself  with  an  experienced  PATTER?*  MA- 
KER—aad  both  being  practical  workmen,  feel  assured  that  they  can  give 
satisfaction  to  all  who  may  feel  disposed  to  patronise  thv  m.  They  are 
now  about  adding  a  MACHINE  SHOP,  and  when  completed,  will  be 
ready  to  do  all  kinds  of  Jobbing  in  the  Machine  Line,  such  as 

Tlirashing  Machines,  Horse  Powers,  Corn  Shellers, 

All  work  in  their  line  warranted  to  give  satisfaction,  and  at  Saint  Louis 
prices.     gS^  Cash  paid  for  old  Iron  and  Brass. 
Peoria,  March  5th,  1851.  PETERS  &  SPRINGER. 


J.  DREDGE. 


J.  HESTER. 


J.  A.  KEYS. 


"BY   IIVDUSTRY   WE   THRIVE." 

JOHI  DREDGE  &  CO, 


Manufacturers  and  Dealers  ia 


Sofas,  BureauSj  Tables  and  Bedsteadsj 

With  every  otiier  article  in  the  line  of  CABINET  &  CHAIR  MAKING, 
sailed  to  this  market. 

All  kinds  of  JOB  WOOD  TURNING  done  on  the  shortest  notice,  hav- 
iBg  now  a  steam  engine  in  operation. 

WAREROOMS 


Water  and  Liberty  Streets, 

MANUFACTORY 

On  Liberty  Street,  PEORIA. 


L  I  0  ii:  H 


^M>  ¥'^IIIC^Piri¥fJ3.    fkWWT.i^  W 


In  Bartiett's  building,  cor.  Washington  &  Main  sts. 


WASHLNGTON 

PRESS. 


Connected  with  this  establishment  is  A  neat 


J 


NW^iWfm&\  mw3nim 


WHERE  ALL  KINDS  OF 


WILL  BE  EXECUTED 

PE0MPTMES3,  AI^^D  OH  MOBEEATE  TERMS. 
THQBiAS  J.   PICKETT. 


#rf  ill  ^m.  MMMM  SW«3 
PEORIA,  ILLS; 


[^f^W 


Would  inform  the  public  that  he  has  as  good 


as  can  be  had  in  this  city,  and  i«  enabled  lo  Kive 
as  good  a  "  turn  out"  as  his  neighbors  on  eiiher 
.    side  of  him.     All  who  wish  a  ride  will  give  him 
a  call,  when  they  can  be  furnished  with  a  good  Saddle  Horse  or  Bu<ro;y. 

Steamboat  passengers  accommodated  at  all  times.   Carriages  for  fullerals 
in  readiness  on  short  notice.  March"4th,  1851. 


IP 


AiS'  SsiSi   '&]  [m": 


WM.  C.  BOILVm. 


This  establishment,  with  its  numerous  wheels, 
Miperintended  by  3Ir.  PIPP^R,  is  now  turning 
lUta  first  rate  article  of 

Saehj  Blinds  &  Doors. 

All  orders  :>trictly  attended  to.      Coi;ie  and  see,  '^ 
lud  you  will  get  the  worth  of  your  money.     All  \\ 
)rders  ?hould  be  addressed  to  PEORiA   SASH  | 
Factory.      They   always   have  a   few  more 
:eft  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  which  they  will  sell 
Jlioap  for  Cash.  March  4th,  1851. 


H.  0.  MSSSIMAN. 


C.  BOILYIN  &  CO.. 

* 

Forwarding  ani  Commission  MeroliantSj 

Ito.  3,  "VTa*«»  StvtH,  and  Wharf  Bo«t  Nathan  Hale. 

Also,  Agents  for  the  American  Express  Company.        PE0RL4L,  ILLS. 


^f^tlfW 


'i    Would  respectfully  tender  his  thanks  for  the  pa- 
tronage he  has  received  from  the  public,  in  his  line  of  business,  and  solicits 
its  coniinuance.     He  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  variety  of  Ready-Made 
Coffins,  and  will  a.i  all  limes  attend  promptly  lo  calls  made  upon  him. 
Peoria.  March  4th.  185!. 


LOHIN  G.  PRATT, 


f£m 


%r  W  II'  £&;  fil  i 


m      \M 


1- 


PEORIA,    ILLS, 


POWELL  &  JOHiXSON, 
and  Counsellors  at  Law, 


th'Ji.  iil/jr  O 


nmik  III! 


-Will  attend  to  the  collection  of  debts  and  professional  business  generally, 
in3IiudleanJ  Northern  Illinois,  in  ihu  State'^and  I  nited  States  C^ourts. 

liaving  funned  a  connection  w  ich  a  linn  in  the  City  of  Washington,  we 
are  prepared  to  prosecute  claims  again>--l  the  Government  for  Bounty  Lands, 
Pensions  or  arrearages  of  pay,  for  all  who  are  eniilled  to  the  same  hy  acts 
of  Congress.  Jj©^  Particular  attention  paid  to  conveyancing  and  thein- 
vestigaiion  of  laiid  titles.  Marcli  4,  1351. 


mm     ^m  ^'^^dm 


PEORIA  COUNTY;  ILLINOIS. 

RT.  REV.  BP.  OF  ILLINOIS,  A' ISITOR.  ,| ;    ^   , 

,  TERMS.  Semi-annual,  commencing  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  ]\fay  and 
November,  respectively,  of  each  year.       Pupils  received  at  any  time,  and 
j  charged  from  date  of  entrance. 

Address  lit.  Rev.  Philander  Chase,  D.  D.  Jubilee  College,  or  Rev.  J.  S. 
Chamberlaine,  Peoda,  Illinois. 


S  P.  BAETLETT, 


DEALiE  R      IN 


'-&,  &^ 


\ 


Fancy  Goods,  ^c. 

Gorner  of  Main  and  Washington  Streets,  PEORIA- 


^. 


1^  LSMi  IfJ 

^  WILL  Contract  to  put  up  BRICK  BUILDINGS  from  tlie 
foundation  wall  to  the  topping  out  of  Chimneys.  Stone  and 
3Iason  work  done  to  order,  on  as  good  terras  as  can  be  dons  in  the  city,  by 
the  job  or  thousand.  Slarch  4th,  1851. 


I  WILL  do  work  in  his  line  of  business,  by  the  Yard  or  Job,  as  may  best 
I  suit  employers.  March  4th,  1851. 


WOULD  respectfully  tender  his  services  as  a   Dentist,  in  all  the  various 
branches  practiced  at  the  present  day,  and  as  well  and  as  cheap  as  can  be 
j  done  in  the  city  of  Peoria.  March  4th,  1851. 

H.  0.  &  A.  L.  MEERIMANT" 

Attorneys  at  Law  &  Solicitors  in  Chancery' 

Office  Direptly  in  Front  of  thfejCourt  House;  on  Adams  st.  above  Main. 


Between  SMpman  and  Spencer  Streets,  PEORIA. 

PACKERS  can  be  accommodated,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  with 
any  quantity  of  Lard  and  Pork  Barrels,  Hogsheads,  &c. 


t^W 


kTi 


SiS£j^M"f '^AiliSi 


i 


No.  41  MAIN  STREET,  PEORIA. 

CuttingSBonp  ou  Short  Notice,  and 'Warranted  to  fit  if  Well^Made. 


.s^^  Saddle  &  Harness 

t'SW:!^  Washington    Street. 

w^  Saddle,  Bridle  and 
'i~     Harness  Work, 

Always  on  hand  to  suit  cus- 
tomers. Call  and  see  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 


feElSHsii    iii/iil^jMii    biiMiSo      I 

Vegetables,  Turkies,  Chickens,  Wild  Fowl,  Fish,  &c.  | 

Will  be  kept  on   hand  in  tlieir  season,  together  with  a  general  assortment  i 
of  choice  Groceries,  cheaj)  for  Cash. 

Steamboats  and  Families  supplied  to  order,  on  short  notice. 

March  4th,  1851.  AUGUSTUS  HILL.      • 

'  S.    F.    GATES,      '^ i 

in  Provisions  and  Grodferies,: 

Mo.  3,  Fulton  Street,  j 


CARPEITEE  &  WHITTLESEY, 

MA?<»UFACTUIIERS  OF 

Lard  Oil,  Fancyj  Bar  &  Family  Soft  Soap, 

COMMON    &  PRESSED  SUMMER   CANDLES, 

1  Foot  of  Walnut  St..  Below  the  Bridge, 


n  1 


Hi 


Corner  of  Washington  k  Fayette  sts.,  be,  i! 

tween  Raakia's  k  Belameys'  Flonrtag  Hills.       [I 

LUKE  WOODS  respectfully  informs  the  pwblifthat  he  is  in  readiness  to  ji 
do  all  kinds  cf  work  in  the  above  business,  such  as  Ij 


^ills 


Lard  Kettles  of  Biferent  Sises,  5rate  Bars,  Coal 

STOVES  AND  COAL  GRATES,  Ruse  Water  Wheels,  Plow  CasUngs, 
and  all  other  kinds  of  Gassings  that  may  be  called  for. 
He  has  also  attached  to  his  Foundry 


m 


Where  he  is  prepared  to  do  all  kind?"  of  Turning- and  Finishing;  also  keeps 
in  his  employ,  a  competent  PATTERN  Pif  AKER,  who  can  give  satisfac- 
tion to  all  who  may  desire  work  in  this  branch  of  business.  Mr.  Woods 
keeps  on  hand  a  general  assortment  of  pattern?  and  is  prepared  to  suit  all 
-who  may  pparonize  liira.     WORK  FURNL'-HED  at  St.  Loins  PRICES. 

CASH  PAID  FOE  OLD  BSASS  A2fD  ISOH. 
Peoria,  March  -Sth,  1851. 


ni...  I  OS  &  MILLER, 

CARPEMTERS  k  SOmERB, 

\  AND  GENERAL  BUILDERS. 

I  Buildings  Contracted  for  to  any  extent,  and  com- 
pleted with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch. 

Plans  and  specifications  drawn  at  the  shortest 
notice.  All  kinds  of  Stores  fitted  up  in  the  best 
style. 

Shop  Corner  of  Washington  and  Hamilton  sts. 


IN  THE  COURT  HOUSE,  PEORIA, 

r      All  kinds  of  Conveyancing  done  with  accuracy  and  dispatch.    Also,  for- 
*eign  Letters  of  Attorney  taken  and  acknowledged; 


•II 


Bread  k  Bisodt  Baker  and  Ccnfecticner^: 

street,  Pecrria,  III, 

IN  refuviiing  thanks  to  his  numerous  custoiners  for  tlie  liberal  encourage- 
ment he  has  already  received,  bsgs  to  infirm  the  inhabirants  of  Peoria  and 
neighborhood,  that  he  has  always  on  hand  a  supply  of  the  very  best  BREAD, 
butter,  water  and  Boston  CRACKERS,  Sweet  Cakes  of  allkindf  and  Con- 
fectionery ;  all  of  wiiich  are  carefully  made  under  his  own  superintendence, 
and  for  ((ualiiy  cannot  be  surpassed.  Has  always  on  hand  a  choice  assort- 
ment of  Groceries,  all  of  wh.ich  he  will  sell  on  the  most  moderate  terms  for 
Cash.     ^:-if'  Observe  :  MAIA-STRKET  BAKERV. 


Ft  Clark."  PEORIA, 


WE  WOULD  respectfully  inform  tlie  public  that  we  have  good  Vehicles, 
and  good  Saddle  or  Draft  Horses,  (none  other  kept,)  by  which  we  are  ena- 
bled to  furnish  such  as  wish  to  '-T AKFi  A  TiJRN''  on  the  Saddle  or  in  a 
Buggy  with  an  article  to  suit.  Si^  Steamboat  passengers  carrietP  to  any 
point  they  may  desire. 

23^  Carriages  always  in  readiness  to  attend  Funerals.  ^^j3 


flfSIIIl 


j  TAKES  this  method  of  announcing  to  his  friends  and  the  community  gen- 
1  erally,  that  he  is  again  loc.ited  in  Peoria.      His  practice  is  on  the  most  ap- 
proved plan,  embraeiug  all  the  recent  discoveries  in  the  science  of  removing  , 
and  preventing  diseases,  discarding  all  poisons,  using  such  medicines  only  ' 
as  act  ijii  harmony  with  natural  laws.     Chronic  diseases  will  receive  par- 
ticular attention.     Office  on  Adams  St..  corner  of  Main,  PEORIA,  Ill-s. 
ResiJence  on  the  Bluff,  corner  of  White  and  Taylor  sts. 


Peoria, 


fmois. 

J!      Laitds  bought  and  sold  on  cornnii.ssion;  taxes  paid:  titles  examined  i 
'i  &C-.     Soldier's  Claims   for   bounty   arrearages  &e.,  and  all    other  ' 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States' attended  to.      • 


;'l;ii.ins 


So  t.  Mllllii, 


1 1  f" 


iM 


17  MAIN  STREET. 
F E  0 RIA,    ILLS. 

...AM)ER   If  COI 
iltfnriirg  ^C  ^niinsrllnr  fit  Im  K  liiliritnr  in  (CijunrFrii; 

PEtmiA,  ILLS.  ^ 

Will  attend  to  professional  business  entrusted  to  his  care  in  Peoria  and 
adjoining  counties— collecting  claims,  examining  of  land  titles,  enterin"- 
Public  Land.  Locating  3Iilitary  Land  Warrants,  payment  of  taxes,  &c.     "^ 

!s  also  prepared  to  prosecute  claims  against  the  U.  S.  Government  for 
Bounty  Lands.  Pensions,  or  back  pay  for  ail  those  who  are  entitled  to  the. 
same,  l;>y  the  different  acts  of  Congress.    - 

Office  on  Main  street,  over  Bryson's  Store — Board*  at  the  Clinton  House 


■s..^V^|? 


^ 


T^'^^ 


Ucal  (Estate  ©pcrator. 


. .  mil  111  iiiiiii 

TUCKER  &  MAI\^SFIELD, 

WHOLESALE  Aim  KETAIL  DKUGGISTS  AlTD  SOOKSELLESS, 

KEEP  always  on  hand  a  large  and  select  assortment  of  Sch»ol,  Itfedical 

and  Miscellaneous  Books,  and  Stationary  of  all  kinds. 

Dealers  in  Linseed  &  Lard  Oils, 

PURE  WHITE  LEAD,  VARNISHES, 

■  iiifi  ill  I  iiMf Hi, 

frfMBOW    G-LASS,  GLASSWARE, 

Jewelry,  GolU  and  Silver  Watches,  Gold  Pens  and  Porto- ^loneys- 
PRINTING  PAPER— PRINTING  INK— Choice   MINERAL  TEETH. 


Washington  St.,  between  Hamilton  &  Fayette, 

Informs  his  old  friends  and  the  public,  that  he  con- 
tinues to  manufactur®,  on  short  notice,  all  kinds  of 

BOOTS  &  SHOES, 

Of  as  good  a  quality  as  ran  De  got  «p  in  this  city- 
Al=Oj  keeps  On  hand,  of  his  own  manufacture,  an  as- 
sortment of  teady  made  Stock. 

all  and  see  for  yourselves. 


March  4th,  1851. 


•  ^; 


Attorney  at  Law  &  Solicitor  in  Chancery 


Office  on  Maia  St.,  nsar  Jefferson,  Opposite  Court  House  Square. 


JOSEPH  J.  THOMAS. 


Undertaker3.,Cabinet  and  Cliair  Maker. 

THANKFUL  for  past  fayors,  again  solicits  a  continuance  of  the  patron- 
atreof  his  old  customers  and  friends.  lie  has  now  associated  t".'ith  him  in 
the  above  business.  Mr.  R.  liUGHEY,  and  isnov\  prepared  to  manufacture 
all  kinds  of  CABINET  WARE,  at  the  shortest  noiice,  and  of  the  best 
materials,  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  all  sorts  of  Cabinet  Ware. 

2f3?^  ^'-  ^-  ^  liave  a  new  style  hearse,  and  am  now  prepared  to  furnish 
Coffins  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions,  at  all  times,  and  Shroyds  made  ii'  want- 
ed.   .2^°I  always  attend  myself.  J.  J.T. 

Between  Franklin  and  Main  streets. 


Fashi 


^  49  dWatn  Mreet, 

,;,.  j_;  .v.-  .^  ■  Pi®  Si  As 

ILLIMOIB  RI¥ER  PAOICET. 

The  fine  passenger  .steamer  L,UCY  BERTRAM, 
Thomah  Balwin,  Master,  will  run  as  a  Regular 
Packet  the  present  season,  between  St.  Lonis  and 
cRBi-^ci.:-^:^-.  ;:^c=.-^j»=«r  La  Sallc,  leaving  St.  Louis  every  Monday,  at  4  o'- 
clock, P.  M.,and  returning  will  leave  La  Salle  every  Wednesday,  at  4  o'- 
clock, P.  ]\I.,and  Peoria  every  Thursday  morning. 

The  Lucy  Burtrara,  having  been  recently  refitted  for  tlds   trade,  offers 
superior  accommodations  to  passengers,  and  strict  attteation  will  be  paid 
to  the  interests  of  shipjiers  who  may  patronise  her. 
For  freight  or  passage  apply  on  board,  or  to 

W.  C.  BOILVIN  &  CO.,  Water  St.,  Peoria. 


ILLi3?IOIS  RIVER  EXPRESS  LinTE. 


R9giilar  Monday  Packet. 

The  well  known  and  fine  passenger  steamer  OCEAN  WAVE,  P.  DiviN- 
NV,  Master,  will  leave  St.  Louis  every  Monday  at  4  o'clock.  P.  M.,  for 
Lasalle;  returning,  will  leave  La  Salle  every  Wednesday,  at  4  o'clock,  P. 
M..  and  Peoria  every  Tiiursday  morning. 

2;=^?^  Tile  Ocean  Wave  having  Ijeen  docked,  thoroughly  repaired,  painted 
and  refitted,  is  now  equal  in  comfort  to  any  boat  in  the  t  rado  :  and  her  ofH- 
cers  hope  that,  with  a  strict  attention  to  the  interests  of  shippers  and  comfort 
of  passengers,  to  merit  a  continuance  of  the  patronage  heretofore  so  liberally 
bestowed  upon  them. 

Eagalar  Tuesday  Packet. 

Steamer    CONNECTICUT,    H.  Prscb, 

Master,  having  taken  her  regular  day,  will 

continue  to  leave  St.  Louis  every  Tiiesday 

evening  at  5  o'clock,  and  arrive 

at  La  Salle  on  Thursday  mornii.g 

in  tirae  for  passengers  to  take  the 

^  packet   for    Chicago  ;  returning 


-^"^  vvill  leave  La  Salle  every  Friday 

'  :-■;;...  ~r;f  morning,  and  arrive  in  St.  Louis 

S=B;S3^i^-*^=^^^'^^  on  Sunday. 

Passengers  and  shippers  may  rely  on  the  promptitude  of  the  Connecticut 

during  the  entire  season.     Having  superior  accommodations,  she  offers  to  the 

traveling  public  strong  inducements,  and  we  respectfully  solicjt  a  sh?,rp  of 

the  patronage  heretofore  bastowed  on  her. 

Regular  We'dnesday  Packet. 

The  .splendid  lisht-draught  passen- 
.  *   °     ™"    .  ger    steamer    GtABEATOR,  A.    B. 
;v     Dewitt,  Master,  will  leave  St  Louis 
'■Z0-   every  Wednesday  at  4  o'clock,  p.  M., 
^•^  «;,  y  and    arrive   at  La   Salle  on  Friday 
-',;  :^.';,:-.  morning  in  time  for  passengers  to  take 
'    ■       ihe  packet  for  Chicago;    returning, 
will  leave  La  Salle  every  Saturday 
]  -~^---'     ,  _    'morning,  and  arrive  iu  St.  J-,ouis  on 

r  ;-'^  .'uonday. 

:  From  long  experience  on  the  niinois 

iSj^sSfiinC  ,:Cv"::-ifi;  river  and  having  superior  accommo- 

^^^^^"i  ■  ':'■'  --^^^  dations,  her  officers  hope,  by  strict 
attention  to  the  wants  and  comfort  of  passengers  and  shippers,  to  merit  * 
,  continuance  of  the  patronage  heretofore  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  her. 


ILLINOIS  RI¥ER  EIP 


SfS^  SXSsd'M 


Tliiirsdaf  Packet.       "'■'■■'"-' 

The  fine  passenger  steamer  A\  AI-Aj^iCHS,  C  apt.  John  Russi;ll,  hav- 
ing been  thoroughly  repaired  and  neatly  fitted  up,  and  having  taken  her 
regular  day,  will  continue  to  leave  St.  I.ouis  every  Thursday  evening  at 
5'OT-Iock,  and  arrive  at  La  Salle  on  Saturday  morning  in  time  for  passengers 
to  take  the  morning  packet  for  Chicago. 

From  her  superior  accommodations,  the  well  known  urbanity  and  un- 
wearied attentions  of  her  officers  to  the  co.iifort  and  accommodation  of  her 
passenger.?  heretofore,  the  traveling  public  may  rest  assured  that  the  Avaj,- 
AXCHB  will'be  "t/ie  passenger  packet  of  the  season:."' 

Regular  Friday  Packet.  il 


jr/^   j^^"^^     -.^ 


V^'ar-^ 


to  the  inte-eil  oi  J. 
of  the  same. 


pner^ard 


The  fine  passenger  steamer  PRAI- 
RIE fc-TATE.  S;  Rider.  3Iaster, 
li  i\  mtr  been  thoroughly  overhauled, 
pTmted,  repaired   and  refitted,  has 
~*"L     J     re  limed  her  regular  trips,  and  will 
A,S^^    continue  in  the  trade  the  entire  sea- 
~'M  """^^   leaving  St.  J^ouis  every  Friday 
^  pfierroon  at  4  o'clock,  will   arrive 
i'^  8 1  La  Salle  on  Sunday   evening  in 
•ji  lime    for    passengers    to    take  the 
^  ^\ening  packet  for  Chicago. 
^      Thankful  of  the  liberal  patronage 
—^     hereiofore  bestow'^ed  upoii  them,  her 
ofhcers  hope,  by  a  strict  attenti-m 
L.ojr'brt  oi  pa*:  »ngers,  to  merit  a  continuiince 


Regular  Saturday  Pasket 

"'  ■         ,=.-f,,j^.  j,,.-,. ^  The  fine  steamer  PRAIRSE  BIRD, 

..^^r'-'  ""■'  : -''        ^'''  "^^'SZitg^       Capt.  O.  H.  Pratt,  will  leave  St.  Lou- 
jSS^^,  L  ■.  ■5;^'^     is  every  Saturda.y  e\"ening  at  5  o'clock, 

^\>  f ;■''"'_  ,     -  \.       ■    r""'"' ■"'^  ■"  and  arrive  at  La  Salle  on  i^londaymorn- 

r      .     T;  .  ;  ,  itig   in  time  for  passengers  to  lake  the 

^,,,.  '.    '.   '         ,'•■;'  ■,.    morning  packet  for  Chicago. , 

_^".  ,     , '.  :,    ',;:"■  5      The  Prairie  Bird, has  fine  accommo- 

^r      -  ■  .'    J,.    .--'  -,  /'Jations,  and  her  officers  will  pay  every 

' '^-~.^__^7^^^^~^'^^^2-:^:^!ti>Sl-.^^---'-' '    attention  to  the  safety  and   comfort  of 
~      ~ — ^      ,^--— -'  i^gj.  passengers,;  and  hope  to  merit  a 

continuance  of  the  patrohage  hertofore  so'liberally  bestowed  on  them. 

W,  C    BOILVLN'&CO.. 
No.  3  Water  street  and  Wharf  Boat  Narbiln'  Hftle,  Peoria., 
Agents  fnrthe  ILLINOIS  RITEP.  E>:PRE-SS  LINE. 


■X^  -r- 


^ 


1  he  fine  steamer  PRAIRSE  BlnU, 
Cip    O  H.  Pratt,  v.ill  leave  St.  Lou- 
!«  e'  er\  Saturday  evening  at  5  o'clock, 
^nd  dinve  al  La  Salle  on  Monday  morn- 
ing  ni  lime  for  passengers  to  take  the 
mciniag  packet  for  Chicago. , 
,      Th*"  Trairie  Bird  has  line  accommo- 
Jldat'-o  IS    and  her  nilieers  will  pay  every 
alt°n    on  to  the  safety  and   comfort  of 
her  pi^^engers,,  and  hope  to  merit  a 
continuance  of  the  pafrohag-e  hertofore  soiiberally  bestowed  on  them. 

W.  C    l^OILVIN  &  CO.. 
No.  3  Water''  street  and  Wharf  Boat  jV atbdw  Hals,  Peoria, 
AgentsfnrthelLIJNOIS  RIVER  E^'PRF^'^S  LINE. 


^■J^q 


/C>  # 


f3^;5^j:>l^l;^ 


^i/-^?-^^^ 


1? 


32,  Main  Street^  Feo: 


POTELi.. 


P,        CT2CULASS> 

i   ' 

Li'!      AVill  l>e  neatly  Priiitecl,  on  short  P7cticc,  an3  Dlocieriiie  Tcrais.  isj 

K  ......  ^     .,    ,  _.  .^     ..............  1^, 

';■:!  ,      ,        ,,  .  ,3; 

'■  '  -     ■■■  '■  '1 1,  at  all  Urae^o,  a  general  i^f^^.^i.^.^,...-  i-i      ,■  ].'■. 


S      '.iiJ^Sori        k 


Jj'    i'^   .io;t  ppproved  fonns,  on  good  p-;">' ■',  r„ja.ir  prices.  ij 


Ilfff    I 


ill  0*' o.vevy  i)<jse.'  ■'ion,  will   be  coustantly    kept   'in  b'uii,  f'-r  sale. 
Gi  !i       '...T.   ■.  ;■  .stPJice  will  be  promptly  r.  I  leiiue  J  to 


.^twrwas-^^sim  gMgB«w!|SafcWjgwiM»'^i»Ji!3i1i^^  iiirggwHaaii^ 


